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❖ Two French leaders, Jean Monnet and Robert Schuman, were already developing a 
plan to implement the idea of functionalism in Europe—that Europe could be 
saved from future wars by creating economic linkages that would eventually bind 
states together politically. It was technical expert, not the politician, who played 
important role of integration of european societies.   Today the European scientific 
community is one of the most internationally integrated areas of society. For 
example, the EU operates the European Space Agency and the European 
Molecular Biology Laboratory. 

❖ —the merger of French and German steel (iron) and coal industries into a single 
framework.  Coal and steel were key to European recovery and growth. The 
Schuman plan gave birth to the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) in 
1952, in which France and Germany were joined by Italy (the third largest industrial 
country of continental Europe) and by three smaller countries— Belgium, 
Netherlands and Luxembourg (together called the Benelux countries). 



❖ Treaty of Rome (1957) The founding document of the European Economic Community 
(EEC) or Common Market. 

❖ In the 1957 Treaty of Rome, the same six states (France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, 
Netherlands and Luxembourg) created two new organizations. One extended the 
coal-and-steel idea into a new realm, atomic energy. Euratom, the European Atomic 
Energy Community, was formed to coordinate nuclear power development by pooling 
research, investment and management. It continues to operate today with an expanded 
membership. The second organization was the European Economic Community (EEC), 
later renamed the European Community (EC).

❖ The Maastricht Treaty, signed in the Dutch city of Maastricht in 1992, renamed the EC as 
the EU. Idea of  a monetary union introduced. It also expanded the idea of citizenship so 
that, for example, a French citizen living in Germany can vote in local elections. A third goal 
of Maastricht was more controversial—political and military integration. 

❖ Lisbon Treaty (2007) To grapple with the implications of an expanding EU, the 25 leaders 
signed an EU constitution in late 2004, and the European Parliament gave it a strong 
vote of support in 2005. 

❖ it had to be ratified by all 25 states, including several requiring referenda. The constitution 
would establish a stronger president of the EU as well as a foreign minister and would 
replace the requirement for consensus in EU decision-making with majority voting in more 
cases. It also guaranteed fundamental rights to all EU citizens



❖ The U.K.  joined in 1973, however, along with Ireland and Denmark. In 1981, Greece 
was admitted, and Portugal and Spain joined in 1986. In May 2004, 10 new 
members joined, including Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Estonia, Malta, Slovenia and Cyprus. Romania and Bulgaria joined in 
2007. 

❖ Inclusion of poorer countries with less industry and lower standards of living has 
created difficulties in effectively integrating Europe’s economies. Richer European 
states give substantial aid to poorer ones in the hopes of strengthening weak links. 
Richer states expect new EU members to undergo rapid liberalization of their 
economies, which some critics argue will have negative effects, especially on social 
programs and prices for basic goods and services. 

















BREXIT

❖ For the past two-and-a-half years, the functioning of the UK Parliament and indeed 
the whole of politics has been totally absorbed by the Brexit debate. 

❖ It is the Lisbon Treaty 2007,  which made provision for exit from EU. Exit is a two 
year process as per Art.50 of the EU. 

❖  the UK formally joined the European Economic Community, the forerunner to the 
European Union, on 1 January 1973 . But it had not accepted manu provision of the 
EU (option out clause), it was part of EU custom union and european economic 
community for movement of goods, capital, services, and people. 

❖  Britain had not joined Eurozone. It has been alway a trouble maker for the EU, it 
had joined EU for it own benefit. 

❖ Following on from the world-wide recession of 2008, the UK economy declined by 
more than 4% the following year. Britain realized that staying in EU would be a more 
liability. Britain has close relation with the US. When the US gave America’s first 
policy the Britain politician thought that it would be better to exit from the EU. It was 
not gaining from the EU instead it had to pay its due. 















India and the EU have signed a number of bilateral agreements and MoUs, notably 

❖  Science & Technology Agreement (2001, renewed in 2007), 
❖ Joint Vision Statement for promoting Cooperation in the field of Information 

and Communications Technology (2001), 
❖ Customs Cooperation Agreement (2004), 
❖ Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in Employment and Social 

Affairs (2006), Horizontal Civil Aviation Agreement (2008), 
❖ Joint Declaration in the field of Education & Training (2008), 
❖ Joint Declaration on Multilingualism (2009), 
❖ Agreement in the field of Nuclear Fusion Energy Research (2009),
❖  Joint Declaration on Culture (2010), MoU on Statistics (2012), J
❖ oint Declaration on Research and Innovation Cooperation (2012) and 
❖ Joint Declaration on Enhanced Cooperation in Energy (2012)



❖ The first India-EU Summit took place in Lisbon in June 2000 and marked a 
watershed in the evolution of the relationship. 

❖ the last one in May 2021. It was a virtual summit. 
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