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CURRENT AFFAIRS
March 2021
India: Silk Production
Context:
•

Recently, the Union Textiles Minister Smriti Irani claimed that India would be fully self-reliant in silk
production in the next two years.

•

The Central Silk Board (CSB), the Ministry of Agriculture, and Farmers Welfare signed an MoU on a
convergence model for the exertion of Agro-forestry.

•

This initiative was undertaken in the silk sector as per the ongoing Sub-Mission on Agroforestry
(SMAF) Scheme.

•

The Buniyaad Reeling Machine for Tussar Silk Yarn was also dispersed to some of the recipients on the
occasion.

Objective:
•
•

It tends to promote farmers to take up sericulture-based Agroforestry models.
It aims to achieve faster returns to the growers as well as support the production.

Vision:
•
•
•
•
-

Raw silk production in the country has expanded 35% in the last six years, the growth has been
magnanimous in the sector.
Due to this, more than ninety lakh people have got employment in raw silk production.
The agricultural income will increase to 20-30%.
By adopting Agro Technical Textile farmers’ income has increased by 60%.
Ajit Satpathy

International Women’s Day 2021
Why is it Celebrated:
•
•
•

It is celebrated on the 8th of March every year.
Women are identified for their achievements and contribution irrespective of their nationality, ethnicity,
linguistic, cultural,economic, and political background.
It addresses the past suppression of women and empowerment in terms of opportunities and potential.
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The Theme of this Year:
•
•

As per the United Nations, the theme this year is, “Women in leadership: Achieving an equal future in
a COVID-19 world”.
The campaign theme is #ChooseToChallenge.

Fact:
•

Clara Zetkin, a woman rights activist from Germany, suggested celebrating this event every year at an
International Conference in 1910.

- Ajit Satpathy

Misplaced Concern (The Hindu, GS-2, Public Policy)
Issue:- Amazon India’s executive was arrested on the pretext of hurting the sentiments of the majority
community.
•
Issue
■	is how executive is exercising the power
■	Court also said that Rule framed by the government under IT act lacks teeth.
•
Protecting the innovation in entertainment is necessary on the other hand prediction to religious
sentiment too is necessary.
•
How this issue can be resolved
■	Public surveillance as stated in rules with a combative mechanism
■	More clear rules or Out come
■	Every thing should not to be seen from the lenses of religion
■	Creativity must be safeguarded.
■	Publishers must refrain from doing anything which can lead to public outrage

- Swarn Singh

Kapila Kalam Program
Scheme:
Kalam Program for Intellectual Property and Awareness Concerned Ministry

Ministry of Education
Context:
It was launched on 15th October 2020 on the 89th birth anniversary of former President and scientist Late
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam

Objective of the scheme
•		The objective of Kapila is to recognise , facilitate and felicitate the intellectual property Innovation and
best practices in higher educational institutions
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•
To develop credit course on IPR features of the scheme
•		It proposes to create appropriate awareness regarding the need of IP filling mechanism
•
It entails methodology e involved in filing it in India and global Challenges in IP filing
•		students in higher education in India consistently under the guidance of their teacher but they are not
aware of the system of filing its patent
•		students will be able to get benefits from their inventions by patenting them.
•
lack of awareness among young researchers
•		this implies that young researchers need to know more about IP rules and rights

Significance of Scheme
•		India to become a 15 trillion US dollar economy by 2024-25 students and scientists have to be more
aware of protecting intellectual property.
•
Under this campaign students pursuing education in higher education institutes will get information
about the correct system aap application process for patenting their invention
•
The program will facilitate the colleges and Institutions to encourage more and more students to file
patent and to preserve and safeguard their inventions

Institution Innovation Council
•
It was established by the Ministry of Education in 2018
•		It envisions to promote innovation in young students by encouraging, inspiring and nurturing them to
work with new innovative ideas two periodic activities related to Innovation and entrepreneurship.
- Khyati Khare

Now, an Expanded Horizon of Surveillance (GS-2 Governance)
Cyber Crime Volunteers Program:
•
•
•
•

Under Ministry of home affairs
Works under Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C)
It will help in identifying, reporting and in the removal of illegal/unlawful online content.
It will act as lateral surveillance: Peer-Peer Survilliance It is not today but a decade old practice to have
check and balance by the society.
•
Same thing done in USA
about surveillance system,
i.e. including the people into
system
■	
Effect was a decrease in
crime, more neighbourhood watch.
•		
C-Plan App in .UP. was
launched for keeping a tab
on anti-social elements.
•
It’s scope was very much
enlarged during lockdown
Issue:
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•
•
•

Privacy can be undermined.
Both social control as well as social exclusion.
■	E.g. In south Korea LGBT community came under exclusive surveillance
It will have tendency to increase intolerance, prejudice, xenophobia and casteism in our society.
- Swarn Singh

Date - 9th March 2021
Rating Mechanism for National Highways
Context:
The ministry of road , transport and highways has released the first ever rating mechanism for the national
highways

Conducted by:
It was conducted by National Highways Authority of India under the ministry of road transport and highways

Objective:
•

The fundamental objective of Highway rating is minimum time with maximum safety in the environment
for the highway users
•
It will also improve the government accountability towards Road user Parameters
•		Each toll plaza off the highway is judged based on three major criteria. They are highway Efficiency,
Highway safety and userfriendly
•
The rating has been done
for 219 National Highway
Outcome
•		the best is the 102km stretch
of the six lane Ahmedabad
Vadodara section of national
highway NH 48
•
The worst stretch is the Indore
Dewas section of NH 3 which
connects Agra to Mumbai
Khyati Khare

Safety of Women in the Public Places
Context:
Recently a community based social media platform “Local Circle” has conducted a survey and released
data in order to see and measure the vulnerability of women in public spaces and also the effectiveness of
Complaint registration mechanism.
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Highlights of the report
•		About 29% of women have faced molestation of sexual advances in public Offices
•
Only 23% of women have filed a police complaint or FIR
•		15% said, they tried hard to file a police complaint but the police are not willing for registering the
cases

Certain issues which are Mentioned in the report
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The absence of Fast Track courts
inadequate investigation system
lack of effective Vigilance
police inability
patriarchal mindset of the society Constitutional provisions
Article 14 which mentions equality before law for women
Article 15 mentions that the state not to discriminate against any citizens on the basis of of Race religion
caste sex place of birth or any of them
Article 15(3) talks about the power of the state to make special provisions in the favour of women and
children
Article 16 talks about equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters relating to employment or
appointment to any office under the state
Article 39(d) talks state to direct its policy towards securing for men and women equally the right to an
adequate means of livelihood equal pay for equal work for both men and women
Article 39A talks to promote justice on the basis of equal opportunity and to provide free Legal Aid by
people legislation on screen or intend the other way to ensure that opportunities for securing justice are
not denied to any situation by the reasons of economic or other disabilities
Article 51(A)(e) talks to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the
people of India and to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women

Government initiative
•
Nirbhaya fund
•
One stop centre
•
criminal law amendment act 2018
•
National database on sexual offenders
•		cyber crime portal has been launched on September 2018 for citizen to report obscene content

International Women’s Day 2021
•

It has the theme choose to challenge

•		Earlier it was name as national Women’s Day and was acknowledged by the United States on February
28, 1909, this was done because of the labour movement which was started in 1908 where 15000 female
went on strike in New York city to protest again who were working conditions
•		international Women’s Day was celebrated on 8th March because on this day women in Soviet Russia
gained the right to vote in 1917
Khyati Khare
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Chinese dam on Brahmaputra
GS Paper2, India and its Neighborhood- Relations
Source- India Today

Hydropower Project on the Brahmaputra River
•
•
•
•

China has constructed largest scale dam on the lower Yarlung Tsangpo
propose inside the Grand Canyon of the Yarlung Tsangpo
This could be the world’s largest dam providing some 300 billion kilowatt hour of power electricity
every year
China had Earlier plant 5 dams on the Main stretch of the river with two of them completed last year

Importance of China
•
•

clean and renewable hydropower energy
carbon neutrality

Brahmaputra drainage system

Major left Bank Tributaries
◆

Burhi

◆

Dihing

◆

Dhansari

◆

Kalang

Major right Bank tributaries
◆

Subansiri

◆

Kameng

◆

Manas

◆

Sankosh

Importance of Brahmaputra drainage system
•
The Brahmaputra has braided channel, sitting and meandering
•		The Brahmaputra is well known for flood channel shifting and Bank erosion
•		This is due to the fact that most of its tributaries are large and bring large quantity of of sediments to
owing to heavy rainfall in Its catchment area consequences
•

India is concerned about the Chinese activities affecting the quality of water, ecological balance and the
flood management

•
India and China do not have a water sharing agreement
•		Both Nation share hydrological data so it becomes important to share genuine data and have continuous
dialogue on issues like warning of droughts, floods and high water discharges

Khyati Khare
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‘Stand up India’ Scheme
Context:
•
•

Recently, the Department of Financial Services of the Ministry of Finance announced that the Stand Up
India Scheme has been extended till the year 2025.
This scheme was launched in 2016 by the Prime Minister.

Objective:
•
•
•

To facilitate loans from Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs) of value between rupees 10 lakh and
rupees 1 Crore.
Provide this service to at least one Scheduled Caste (SC) or Scheduled Tribe (ST) borrower and one
woman borrower per branch for setting up either a greenfield enterprise in the manufacturing, or
services, or in the trading sector.
Margin money requirement for loans under this scheme has been decreased from 25% to 15% and
activities associated with agriculture have been included in the Scheme.

Facts:
•
•
•

Under the Stand Up India Scheme, the government does not appropriate funds for loans.
Loans are extended by SCBs as per standard business parameters, Board-approved policies of respective
banks, and extant RBI guidelines.
An amount of rupees hundred crores in the financial year 2O2O-21 has been allotted to the corpus of
the Credit Guarantee Fund for Stand Up India.

Process for applying for a loan:
•
•

Potential applicants can submit their applications through www.standupmitra.in portal.
Handholding support, intensive publicity campaigns, simplified loan application form, Credit Guarantee
Scheme, convergence with State and Central Government Schemes wherever possible, decreasing the
margin money, and inclusion of activities associated with agriculture were put in place to ease the
public transmission.



Ajit Satapathy

Target Judicial Patriarchy, not the Judge
(The Hindu, GS-2 governance)
■	Issue: Remarks of CJI in a disposition of RAPE case wher he asked the accused to do marriage with
the victum.
■	Background
■ Thomson Reuters Foundation in 2018
■ rated Indian as the most dangerous country for women.
■ National Crime Records Bureau report (2019) NCRB date\
■ 32,032 rapes were reported in 2019
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•

■ Section 165 of Indian Evidence Act gives powers to judges
■ to ask any question.
What is real issue
■ It reflects the patriarchal mindset of our judges and the larger society.

J.S. Verma Committee (2013)
■ constituted after the Delhi gang rape (2012)
■	Said rape should be viewed not as an infringement of a woman’s chastity or virginity but a violation
of her bodily integrity and sexual autonomy.
■	It is not the 1st instance where judiciary has said something absurd, it is repeating
■ Bombay High Court had ordered that breaking a promise of marriage is neither cheating nor rape.

The Bhanwari Devi case
■ Rajasthan court gave absurd reasons such as a higher caste man cannot rape a lower caste woman for
reasons of purity.

The Guwahati High Court
■

refusal of applying sindoor (vermilion) and wearing conch shell bangles (shaka) as sufficient basis to
grant divorce to the husband.

Narendra vs K. Meena (2016)
■	a wife on marriage is supposed to fully integrate herself with her husband’s family and that if she
refuses to live with her in-laws, it would amount to cruelty.

• What Must be way forward
		■	Gender sensitivity to society.
		■	Morality in school, family etc.
		■	Law must make people abide and people must abide by the law

- Swarn Singh

Asset Monetization
Context:
•
•
•

Recently, NITI Aayog and the Department of Economic Affairs formulated a workshop on asset
monetization on a national level.
The workshop was headed by Finance Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman.
Chief Secretaries of States and Administrators of Union Territories, secretaries for transport, power,
public works department of States and Administrators of Union Territories also attended the meeting.

Objective:
•
•
•
•

The strategic context of core and non-core asset monetization.
Modality of monetization by public sector entities.
Steady economic reforms.
Investment planned under the National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) is critical for boosting growth.
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•
•

Need for monetization as a different funding strategy and to increase operational value.
Effective conceptualization of a collaborative partnership framework between the Centre and States for
realizing the country’s infrastructure vision and growth agenda.

Success Story:
•
•

Successful monetization of National Highways through mechanisms such as Toll Operate Transfer and
Infrastructure Investments Trust.
The workshop discussed the various benefits and pre-requisites of leveraging private sector participation
for monetization.

Keywords:
•
•

Core asset: The assets, which are critical to a company and its business operations. Core assets are
needed for the institution to generate revenue have broader outreach and remain profitable. Core assets
can include equipment, machinery, factories, and distribution channels, etc.
Non-core assets: These are known as non-operating assets. These are assets that are no longer
considered core to an institution’s operation or are no longer in use. This could include property, plant,
and equipment, an associate, or equity method investments, etc.

Ajit Satapathy

Date - 11th March 2021
Index of Economic Freedom 2021
Context:
The Heritage Foundation released the index of economic freedom 2021

About the Index
It is an annual index. This index created in 1995 by the think tank “The Heritage Foundation and the Wall
Street Journal”

Objective
It measures the degree of economic freedom in countries across the world

Coverage
The Index covered economic freedom in 184 countries

Parameters taken
The index measures 12 indicators grouped into four broad categories of economic freedom•
Rule of law
•
government size
•
regulatory efficiency
•
open markets
•		Each of these 12 economic freedoms within these categories is gradedOn a scale of 0 to 100.
•
0 is the least economic freedom and scored 100 if the highest economic freedom
10

Findings of the Report
•		Singapore tops the index following Newzealand , Australia , Switzerland and Ireland
•
The rank of India is 121 with a score of 56.5
•
In Asia Pacific India rank 26 among 40 countries
-Khyati Khare

No-Confidence Motion (The Hindu)
Context:
•
•

The congress party moved a no-confidence motion against the ruling coalition party in Haryana.
Chief party whips of all the political parties concerned, issued whips to all the legislators to be present
in the assembly for the motion.

What is a no-confidence Motion:
•
•

This motion can only be introduced in the Lower House, either in the Lok Sabha against the central
govt or in the state Legislative Assembly against the state govt.
This motion is introduced in the aforementioned House when the perception inclined towards the fact
that the ruling party has lost the majority in the Lower House.

Constitutional Mandate:
•
•
•

This motion against the Government can only be brought in the Lok Sabha under rule 198 of the Rules
of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha.
Though the Constitution of India does not mention the word confidence or no-confidence, Article 75
states that the Council of Ministers will be responsible collectively to the Lower House of the Parliament.
The motion can be admitted if at least 50 members of the House support the motion in writing.
-Ajit Satpathy

ICAR receives King Bhumibol World Soil Day Award (PIB)
Context:
•
•

Indian Council of Agricultural Research earned the King Bhumibol World Soil Day 2020 award which
was given by the Food and Agriculture Organization in Thailand.
This recognition was announced by the FAO in recognition of the ICAR’s admirable contributions in
soil health awareness on the theme ‘Stop soil erosion, save our future’ during the period of last year.

Activities of ICAR:
•
•

The ICAR organized many workshops and programs for the school-going students, farming community,
and the general public.
It also organized an awareness campaign for protecting “SOIL: Our Mother Earth” to celebrate World
Soil Day.

Fact:
•

It is observed on 5th December annually.
11

•
•

It is done to highlight the growing concern of healthy soil and to promote the sustainable management
of soil resources.
5th December 2014 was nominated as the first official World Soil Day by the UNGA.

History:
•
•
•

In 2002, the concept was endorsed by the International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS).
FAO has also endorsed the formal establishment of the day as a raising global awareness platform
under the able-leadership of the King of Thailand.
5th December was elected as it resembles the official birthday of the King Bhumibol Adulyadej of
Thailand, who officially approved the event.
-Ajit Satpathy

Regulation Redux (GS-3 Environment)
Issue: Supreme Court has sent a notice to the Centre on a PIL to set up a national
environmental regulator under the Environment (Protection) Act.
Draft Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification 2020:

• Issues:
		■	lack of credibility of the EIA process
		■	ill-equipped to assess the loss of biodiversity and ecosystem service

What to do:
•
•

remedies lie in administrative reform
produce a whitelist of lands for industry, reclaiming polluted areas
Swarn Singh

A case for a Revamped, Need-Based PDS
(GS-2 Governance, GS-3 Economics)
About: National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013
■	To provide for food and nutritional security in the human life cycle approach, by ensuring access to
adequate quantities of quality food at affordable prices to people to live a life with dignity.
■	Coverage: 75% of the rural population and upto 50% of the urban population for receiving subsidized
foodgrains under Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS).

• Eligibility:
■	Priority Households to be covered under TPDS, according to guidelines by the State government.
■ Households covered under existing Antyodaya Anna Yojana.
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•
•

Women will be the household incharge.
What to do next:
■	revisit NFSA norms and coverage
■	“give-up” option for cardholder
■	existing arrangement of flat rates should be replaced with a slab system
■	end-to-end computerisation of operations
■	digitisation of data of ration cardholders
■	seeding of Aadhaar with TPDS
■	automation of fair price shops to curb corruption
Swarn Singh

Date - 12 March 2021
Inception Day of NCRB (PIB)
Context:
•

NCRB commemorated its 36th Inception Day this year on 11th March 2021.

•

NCRB was complimented for its efforts in handing over timely Publications and IT Applications for the
criminal justice ecosystem.

•

The role of NCRB was appreciated in developing an ecosystem of scientific and smart policing.

About NCRB:
•

It was set up in 1986 by merging the Inter-State Criminals Data Branch, Directorate of Coordination
and Police Computer, and Central Finger Print Bureau of the CBI.

•

Its head-quarter is in Delhi.

•
•

Its objectives are as follows:
To maintain the scientific database of all the criminals, national-level law enforcement agencies in
India.

•

Suggest ways to facilitate the IT developments and their incorporation in law enforcement.

•
•

Maintain data and statistics of the crimes and the criminals in a timely manner at the national level.
Publishing ‘Crime In India’ report annually to help in understanding the law and order situation in the
country.

Recent Initiatives:

• CCTNS Hackathon:
It helps in enhancing skills and deepens the perceptive of the police personnel at the grass-roots level to
embrace smart approaches for resolving the emerging threats and to establish smooth coordination with
industry and academia. It is organized every year.
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• Cyber Challenge:
This is done to harness new ideas in the youngsters, which in turn will lead to better coordination with the
law enforcement, and at the same time, the institution will benefit greatly from the innovative ideas.
Ajit Satpathy

Quad Summit (The Hindu)
Context:
•

The leaders of the QUAD countries are meeting for the first time virtually amidst the pandemic on 12th
March 2021 to discuss various important issues.

•

Access to COVID-19 vaccines, cooperation on technology, and climate change are the most important
issues to be discussed during the summit.

•

The first-ever joint statement of the group is expected after the summit, as till now, there have been no
joint statements by the group and only separate readouts citing the differences in the previous ventures.

Agendas:
•

The urgency for international collaboration to establish equitable access to vaccines.

•

Participation towards upholding a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific region.

•

Challenges such as stringent supply chains, turning up and critical technologies, maritime security, and
climate change.

•

Administering regional crises, including recent developments in Myanmar.

•

With respect to Afghanistan, the U.S. has configured its plan to initiate talks and layout a possible exit
of its troops from the zone of conflict.

India’s Agenda:
•

India would push for the opposition to its proposal at the World Trade Organisation to waive TradeRelated Intellectual Property (TRIPS) guidelines.

•

Which would help India produce more vaccines generically.

•

Protest the Chinese agenda to term the QUAD as Indo-Pacific NATO, especially since the Quad
framework has no treaty, no structure, and no secretariat currently.

Facts about QUAD:
•

It is an informal strategic dialogue between four countries established in 2017.

•

India, the USA, Japan, and Australia are its members currently.

•

The aim of the group is to safeguard and support a free, open, and flourishing Indo-Pacific region.
Ajit Satpathy
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Increase in the FDI in Insurance sector
(GS-3 Economics, Indian Express)
• Why to increase:
		■	FDI will improve the insurance penetration, Insurance density
		■	Amendment in the Insurance Act 1938 which will raise the FDI limit to 74 per cent, from the current
49 per cent
		■	insurance penetration (estimated as a percentage of insurance premium to GDP) in India has risen
from 2.71 in 2001 to 3.76 in 2019
		■	Country has favorable demographics
		■	Increase in the middle class
		■	Provide safeguard from adverse consequences.

• Why Low Penetration
■ Increase in coverage increases the cost.
■ Indian companies provide a higher rate.

• Effect of Increase in the FDI
■ Cost of products will come down.
■ Foster the greater competition
Swarn Singh

Working Towards Climate Justice in a non-ideal
World (The Hindu, GS-3, Environment)
Issue:- Developed countries are not paying for the emission they have done in the past.
■	Recently raghuram rajan said about the climate financing
■ Countries must contribute to global funds over and above the emission they are allowed.
•
Why do we need climate financing
■ Common but differentiated responsibilities.
■ Developing countries must be allowed for emission as they did not reach that developmental stage.
■ Climate financing will provide R&D and technology improvement.
■ It will increase funding, dis-incentivise the coal power plant.
■ Moving towards renewable.
■ Moving away from carbon producing products and towards carbon capture products.

Some Carbon Capture Technology
■ Carbon capture and storage
■ CO2 transportation.
■ Geological storage.
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• Why do we Need to Solve Climate Issues
		■	It is the matter of humanity’s existence.
		■	It will secure earth’s ecosystem, preserve biodiversity etc.
Swarn Singh

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(GS Paper 3 , Banking Sector & NBFCs Source- The Hindu)

Why in news
•		The government constituted a sub committee of insolvency law committee to make recommendation
on pre pack insolvency resolution process
•
It is under the chairmanship of Dr MS Sahu chairperson insolvency and bankruptcy board of India

Insolvency Law Committee
•
It is constituted by Ministry of Corporate Affairs
•		It Examines issues arising from the implementation of the insolvency and bankruptcy code

What is Pre packed Insolvency Resolution Process
•

It envisages formation of a regulation plant to resolve the corporate debtor stressed asset and debt

•

The plan would be negotiated circulated to creditors and voted upon before a case is filed

Insolvency and Bankruptcy code 2016
Create a Framework for resolving insolvency in India What is insolvency
It is a situation where individuals or companies are unable to repay their outstanding debt

What is bankruptcy
•

It is a situation where a Court has declared a person or other entity insolvent having passed appropriate
orders to resolve it

•

Insolvency and bankruptcy code has created institutions to facilitate resolution of insolvency such as1. insolvency professional
2. insolvency professional agency
3. information utilities
4. Adjudicating authorities
5. insolvency and bankruptcy board

•		Critics also recognises its achievement according to them before IBC resolution process take an average
of 4 to 6 year now it has come down to 317 days
-Khyati Khare
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Maitri Setu Bridge
(GS Paper 2, Bilateral, Regional and Global Groupings and Agreements
Involving India and/or affecting India’s interests Source- The Hindu)
Why in News
Recently the Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi
has inaugurated Maitri Setu Bridge between India
and Bangladesh

About Maitri Setu Bridge
•
•

The bridge will join Sabroom in Tripura with
Ramgarh in Bangladesh
construction was taken up By the national
highways and infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited at a project cost of rupees
133 crore

Significance of the bridge
•	Tripura is set to become the Gateway of
North East with access to Chittagong port of
Bangladesh which is just 80 km from sabroom
•	The bridge will improve connectivity of South
Assam, Mizoram and Manipur along with
Tripura with Bangladesh and South East Asia
•	
The name Maitri Setu symbolises growing
bilateral relation and friendly ties between
India and Bangladesh

About Feni River
•		The river originates in the south Tripura district and flows through Sabroom town and then enter in
Bangladesh
•

This is a transboundary river with an ongoing dispute about water rights the question of sharing the
waters of the river between India and Pakistan Was first discussed in 1958

Some Projects Associated in Tripura
•
•
•

Prime Minister will lay the foundation stone for setting up an integrated check post at sabroom district
It will ease the movement of goods between the two countries
It will also provide a new market opportunities for products of North Eastern states
-Khyati Khare
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Stand Up India Scheme
(GS Paper 2, Welfare Schemes for Vulnerable Sections Source- The Hindu)

Context:
The Government has informed the Lok Sabha about the implementation of the Stand Up India Scheme.
More than 81% of the accounts under the stand up India scheme belongs to women entrepreneurs

About the Scheme:
•
•
•

It was launched in 2016 by the Department of Financial Services, Ministry of Finance.
Its objective was to facilitate bank loans for setting up a new enterprise in manufacturing, services,
agriculture allied activities or the trading sector by the SC/ST/Women entrepreneurs.
It provides bank loans between Rs 10 Lakhs to Rs 1 crore.

-Khyati Khare

PMs India, Australia, Japan & US President Participate in 1st Quad
Leaders’ Summit (International Relation, GS-2, The Hindu)
About Quad:
India, USA, Japan, Australia democracies consist of quad.
•
Idea was mooted in 2007.
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What said in meet:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Peace security in indo pacific region
To contain china
Help India, Australia to pursue democratic policies.
“open” and “free” Indo-Pacific region.
covering areas like vaccines, climate change and emerging technologies, make the Quad a force for
global good.
“equitable” access to vaccines.
-Swarn Singh

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
(Economy-GS-3, Indian Express)
•

Foreign direct investment (FDI) is more than 10% shareholding by a foreign entity in a single
Indian company. Corona-2020: Chinese FDI required approval by Indian govt, so as to prevent any
opportunistic takeover of Indian companies.

•

2021: Economy is recovering and many Indian companies starved of capital, Banks reluctant to give
loans, so govt may relax these norms of Chinese FDI.

•

Dangers If China acquires significant ownership of Indian companies?

•

1.	Chinese owners will force Indian companies to use China made equipment / Raw material/
Intermediate goods.

•

2. They may infiltrate their agents among the senior management of Indian companies

•

3.	Injection of Malware/surveillance-codes into equipment made by Indian companies for Indian
govt.

•

Solution?
• Australia and Canada foreign investment laws- their govt may prohibit incoming FDI if threat to
national security. India’s foreign exchange management act (FEMA) 1999, Need to be amended
suitably.

-Swarn Singh
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Boosting Ayushman Bharat(The Hindu)
Context:
•

•

Recently, the “Aap Ke Dwar
Ayushman” drive of the National
Health Authority registered more than
4.7 lakh beneficiary verifications in
a single day to attain free healthcare
facilities under the flagship Ayushman
Bharat PMJAY scheme.
Bihar became the first State to mobilize
the authentication process in the
mission mode.

Aim:
•

•

The main objective is to create largescale awareness about the health
insurance scheme, more so, in rural
and interior parts of India, where
cashless healthcare benefits of up to
rupees five lakh per family per year are
breached.
To verify beneficiaries living in the remotest areas of the country and bring them under the scheme to
provide them with financial protection arising out of the medical concerns.

Where is it implemented?:
•

Currently, the awareness programs have kick-started in the States of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Punjab, Uttarakhand, Haryana, and Jammu &Kashmir.
Ajit Satapathy

Scrapping Vehicles (Indian Express)
Context:
•
•
•

Now, the vehicle scrapping policy will grant owners of old vehicles to claim certificates which can then
be utilized to get a deduction or a discount in registration fees while buying a new car.
Also, if an owner does not want to buy a new vehicle, he/she can even exchange the certificate or
transfer it to someone else.
This policy will be in place as suggested in the budget for a safer and cleaner environment drive.

Impact on Government Vehicles:
•

Government departments now will be unable to renew the registration of their vehicles that are older
than 15 years from 1st April 2022, when this is published in the gazette notification.
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Impact on Commercial and Personal Vehicles:
•
•
•

Commercial vehicles over 15 years to compulsorily test and register for successive scrapping.
In the case of personal vehicles, this time limit is set at 20 years. After that, it has to be compulsorily
tested and register for eventual scrapping.
The proposed policy also arranges for voluntary fitness tests. This can be done by the owner before the
warranted time limit for the mandatory test. If the vehicle fails the test the first time, it gets a second
chance for testing. If it fails for the second time well, then the vehicle will have to be mandatorily
scrapped.

Government strategy to make the policy viable:
•
•
•
•
•
•

26 Automated Fitness Centres as a model to state governments has been approved by the Union govt.
This will be completed in the next two years. The center expects the States to be flexible and proactive
in setting up the support infrastructure.
To set up fitness centers, the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has given guidelines to the
states to equip land for free or even go for a Public-Private Partnership model. Private players can set
up these fitness centers, which will be audited by the authorities.
To disincentivize the use of old vehicles a Green Tax, independent of the scrapping policy is likely to
keep the old vehicles expensive. Even if older vehicles pass the fitness test, registration charges will be
higher than usual.
Incentivizing scrapping of old vehicles will not only reduce pollution but also give big encouragement
to the automobile industry and grow its size by 33 percent.
Additionally, it will create around 35,000 new jobs in times of high unemployment.
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Quality Testing Of Water Framework (The Hindu)
Context:
•
•

Recently the center has capped the tariff for testing the
quality of the water in the taps to ensure that it stays
within reach of the common citizens.
This has been done under the flagship program of the Jal
Jeevan Scheme and under the name of ‘drinking water
quality testing, monitoring and surveillance framework,
and guidelines.’

Aim:
•

•

Apart from making it easier and accessible for common
citizens, this process will ensure that the data of the water
quality gathered through the process will be stored in
Water Quality Information Management System which
will be vital in addressing the loose-gaps.
Accredited labs to be set up in every state, district, and
block by next year.
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•
•
•

At the panchayat level, teams of women in the village water and sanitation committees will be provided
with field testing kits.
An authorized local official will be deputed to take corrective measures in case contamination is found.
2 percent of the entire Jal Jeevan budget, has been allotted for quality monitoring.

Pricing:
•
•
•
•

The proposed rates will allow one to test a water sample’s pH level, turbidity, alkalinity, and hardness for
a combined cost of rupees 50.
The presence of chloride, sulfate, or iron test would cost rupees 50 each, and tests for the more critical
arsenic, fluoride, nitrate, or coliform bacteria would cost a little higher with rupees 100 each.
To test all 16 water quality parameters, a package test has been announced which will cost rupees 600.
For chemical tests, the proposed time limit should not be more than 24 hours, and testing for the
biological contaminants must provide results within 48 hours as per the guidelines.

Challenges:
•
•

So far, only 66 of the 2,033 water testing laboratories have been given certification by the National
Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories (NABL).
This leads to the over-burdening of the existing centers as well as the low proportion doesn’t ensure
accessibility to all.

Facts:
•
•

Water Quality Information Management System is a portal that is developed with the assistance of the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR).
National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories (NABL) is a Constituent Board
of Quality Council of India that works in accordance with International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) and Asia Pacific Accreditation Co-operation (APAC).

Ajit Satapathy
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The Mandal Verdict and Quota Conundrum (The Hindu)
Context:
•

Recently, the SC observed that the famous Indra Sawhney judgment of 1992 should be referred to a
larger Bench.

•

The judgment set aside the previous rules and ruled that reservations can not exceed the 50 percent
threshold for educational and employment purposes.

•

The recent observation of the SC came in the garb of the controversial validity of the Maratha community
reservation in Maharashtra for education and employment purposes which will take the overall quota
to more than 50 percent.

Background and Dilemma of the Court:
•

The five-member Constitution Bench seeks to decide whether the judgment in Indra Sawhney vs Union
of India, needs a relook in the light of following Constitutional amendments, judgments, and changed
social dynamics of the society in the present scenario.

•

As Indra Sawhney’s judgment was a decision by a nine-member Bench, hence now a Bench of at least
11 judges will be required to reconsider the question if at all it needs to be relooked.

•

Also, the court wants to consider the scenarios which fall under the “exceptional circumstances”
mentioned in the Indra Sawhney judgment.

•

In 2020, the apex court stayed the implementation of Maharashtra law allowing reservation to Marathas
in education and jobs in 2018.

Questions to be Addressed:
•

There are three prevalent questions that need to be addressed in this case. First, whether the 102nd
Amendment robs States of the power to make laws for socially and educationally backward classes and
provide benefits to them.

•

Second, whether the newly inserted Article 342A of the Constitution curtails the State legislatures’
power to make laws under Articles 15(4) and 16(4), which subsequently deal with extraordinary
provisions for OBCs and reservation in employment purposes.

•

Third, whether the federal structure of the Constitution is being affected by these changes made.

•

Fourth, whether the capping of reservation at 50 percent still a viable option.

Conclusion:
The challenge before the SC is aplenty and the expectations are high. While it seeks to balance the
reservation system with equal opportunity for all, in the context of recent years. It has to evaluate
whether the backward communities have risen and progressed to the level it was intended to in all these
years. Striking the right balance between the center and the state is of paramount importance. While the
apprehensions are scaling new heights, one can safely assume that the 11 Judge Bench would deliver yet
another landmark judgment.
Ajit Satapathy
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Martian ‘Blueberries’ and the Connection on Earth (The Hindu)
Context:
•

•
•

NASA’s Mars exploration rover named
Opportunity found many small spheres
on the planet back in 2004, known as
Martian blueberries.
It also studied mineralogy and observed
that they were made of iron oxide
compounds which are called haematites.
Now, very similar haematites have been
found in Kutch, Gujarat.

Why is this Significant:
•
•

The existence of haematites on Mars
suggests that there was water.
The haematites on Mars also reflect on
the fact that the planet had an atmosphere with oxygen.

What are Haematites:
•
•
•

It is one of the most copious minerals on Earth’s surface and in the form of shallow crust.
The chemical composition of the compound is Fe2O3.
The formation mechanism of haematite concretion (hard solid mass) is the precipitation from aqueous
fluids (the solvent is liquid water).

The Relation between Haematites and Water:
•

Haematites are widely known to form in oxidizing environments, and from the observations on Earth,
it can be inferred that water must have also played a critical role in the formation of grey haematite on
planet Mars.

The Relation between Kutch and Mars Findings:
•
•
•

The ‘blueberries’ found in India and Mars share similar characteristics so far.
Also, they have similar Jhuran formation, spherical morphology, often doublet and triplet, and similar
mineralogy which is a mixture of haematite and goethite.
Since the findings are similar in nature, it reinforces the need to use the Kutch area for further analog
studies of the Martian surface to have a better understanding of our neighboring planet.
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Pi (π) Day (Indian Express)
Context:
•

This day is observed on 14 March every year after the said event was passed in the United States House
of Representatives in 2009.
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•
•

This date also marks the birth anniversary of great scientist Albert Einstein.
Founded in 1988 by renowned Physicist Larry Shaw. Pi has also been represented by the Greek letter π
since the mid-eighteenth century.

What is Pi:
•
•

It has a numerical value of 22/7 which is a constant.
It can also be observed that Pi is the ratio of the circumference of a circle to its diameter.

Interesting Facts About Pi:
•
•
•

It is an irrational number, the true value of which can’t be determined.
A Japanese scientist using a powerful computer first found 1.24 trillion digits of Pi, later this record was
beaten by Haruka Iwao by finding 31 trillion digits of Pi.
The most commonly used value of Pi is 3.14 which resembles the day on which it is celebrated.
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