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CURRENT AFFAIRS
March 2021
Junk inefficiency (The Hindu, GS-3)
Vehicle Scrappage Policy:
•

•

◆	fitness certificate after 15 years in case of failure, increased fees for fitness certificate
fitness test may be applicable for commercial vehicles 15 year onwards from the date of initial
registration.
◆	It is proposed that Private Vehicles be de-registered
after 20 years if found unfit or in case of a failure to renew registration certificate.
◆	all vehicles of the Central Government, State Government, Municipal Corporation, Panchayats, State
Transport Undertakings, Public Sector Undertakings and autonomous bodies with the Union and
State Governments may be de-registered and scrapped after 15 years from the date of registration.

Some of These Incentives Include:
Scrap Value for the old vehicle given by the scrapping centre
•
which is approximately 4-6% of ex-showroom price of a new vehicle.
The state governments may be advised to offer a road- tax rebate
•
up to 25% for personal vehicles
•
up to 15% for commercial vehicles
The vehicle manufacturers are also advised to provide a discount of 5% on purchase of new vehicles against
the scrapping certificate.
the registration fees may also be waived for purchase of a new vehicle against the scrapping certificate.
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Why it is Important:
•
•
•
•

It will improve the environment.
Providing the Jobs.
New technology advancements.
Help in advancement in Electronic Vehicle

Swarn Singh

Road Safety in India
(GS Paper 3 , Infrastructure Source- India Today)
Context:
As per study undertaken by international driver education company Zutobi South Africa has been ranked as
the world’s most dangerous country to drive in while India came in at 4th place.

Key points:
among the list of 56 country in the study•
Thailand came in second position
•
United States tooks up third spot
•
The safest road in the world can be found in Norway, Scandinavian neighbour Sweden having the third
safest roads
•
Japan took second place according to the study
Each countries is analysed on factors giving each one are normalised score out of 10 for each factor included•
Estimate on the number of road traffic deaths per 100000 population
•
the percentage of car occupants Who use a seat belt when travelling in the front of a vehicle
•
Maximum speed limit on motorway and blood alcohol content is reduction in the various countries
were also taken into account

Brasilia Declaration on Road Safety
•
•

it was signed in 2015 at 2nd Global high level conference on road safety held in Brazil
It was signed to achieve the sustainable development 3.6 by 2020, half the number of deaths and injuries
from road traffic accident

Key Features of Brasilia Declaration are as Follows:
•

country should form transport policies in order to save the sustainable Modes of transport such as
walking cycling etc.
It highlights strategies to ensure the safety of all Road users by•
improving Laws and enforcement
•
making roads safer through infrastructural modification
•
Ensuring that vehicles are equipped with life saving Technologies

Some Other Programs are as Follows:
•

United Nation global road safety week is celebrated every two years highlighting the need for strong
leadership for road safety
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•

The international assessment program is a registered Charity dedicated to saving lives through safer
Road

Khyati Khare

Delhi’s Administration as the Tail Wagging the Dog
(The Hindu, GS-2)
The Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021 was introduced to amends
the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi Act, 1991.
•
Restriction on laws passed by the Assembly: The Bill provides that the term “government” referred to
in any law made by the Legislative Assembly will imply Lieutenant Governor (LG).
•
Rules of Procedure of the Assembly: Rules, made by legislature, must be consistent with the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Lok Sabha.
•
Inquiry by the Assembly into administrative decisions: The Bill prohibits the Legislative Assembly
from making any rule to enable itself or its Committees. The Bill provides that all such rules made
before its enactment will be void.
•
Assent to Bills: LG to reserve certain Bills passed by the Legislative Assembly for the consideration of
the President.
•
LG’s opinion for executive actions: all executive action by the government must be taken in the name
of the LG. (From PRS India)

Issues in Bill:
•
•
•

Government of Delhi will act as a vestigial organ.
Lieutenant governor will have all the powers.
All actions are in the name of L.G.
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•
•

Assembly can’t make its own rules if found inconsistent then, rules will be null and void.
Going back to the era where we have started.

Swarn Singh

Anandpal Tomar 2nd
(GS Paper 1- Culture Source- The Hindu)
Context:
Recently a government seminar was conducted in Delhi which highlighted The Legacy of The long forgotten
Tomar King Anand Pal 2nd

About Anand Pal Tomar:
•
•

He belonged to the Tomar dynasty that rule was of present day Delhi and Haryana between 8th and 12th century
He was instrumental in populating Indraprastha and giving it its Present name Delhi

About Tomar Dynasty
•
•
•

The Delhi sultanate was established in 1192 after chauhans defeat,
In the middle of 11th century he built a Fort called Lal Kot in which the Qutub Minar stands today
Tomar and their Dehi link find mention In some modern day literature as well.

Khyati Khare
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MEA Silent on Reports of UAE Role in India-Pakistan Détente
(GS-2 international relations, The Hindu)
Recent cease fire between India and Pakistan has been done covertly through back channel initiative.

What is back Channel Initiative?
•

•
•
•
•

When formal channel of diplomacy is not giving the required result then in case country resort to back
channel.
◆ In such initiatives government of both countries talks away from the light, ie. media.
• Their objectives, issues don’t come in media rather
countries declare the result only for example India
and Pakistan cease fire.
• in this case some reports says peace has been
brokered by UAE.
Why such initiative is important.
Both countries feel free to discuss their issues.
Media limelight is not there so, no unnecessary
pressure.
Earlier such back channel was developed in 2008
before Mumbai attack.

Swarn Singh

International Pulsar Timing Array
(GS PAPER-3, Science and Technology Source- India Today)
Context:
India is first Asian country to join International pulsar timing array with upgraded Giant metrewave radio
telescope

Key Highlights
•
•
•

India has become the first Asian country to be a full member of IPTA consortium
From India Observations were made by Pune based upgraded giant meter wave radio telescope
This telescope is operated by Tata Institute of Fundamental Research – National Centre for radio
Astrophysics

International Pulsar Timing Array:
•
•
•

Its goal is to detect and characterize the low frequency gravitational wave universe through timing a
global array of approximately 100 milliseconds Pulsar using the largest radio telescope in the world
These waves are especially those which are emerging from to orbiting very large supermassive black
holes
sharing of resources will help to reach other IPTA goals like stabilizing a Pulsar based reference Time
Scale
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Significance:
In 2016 short period gravitational waves were first detected using two laser interferometer gravitationalwave observatory located in US

Khyati Khare

Vehicle Scrapping Policy
(Gs Paper3- Sustainable Development Source- The Hindu)
Context:
Recently the Union Minister of Road and transport and highways has announced the Vehicle scrapping
policy for voluntary vehicle fleet modernization program

Key provision:
•
•
•

the criteria for a Vehicle to be scrapped is primarily based on the fitness of vehicle automated fitness
Centre in case of commercial vehicle and nonrenewable of registration in case of private vehicle
that criteria is adopted from International best practices after a comparative study of standard from
various countries like Germany, UK, USA and Japan
The vehicle failing the fitness test for failing to get a renewal of its registration certificate may be declared
as end of life of vehicle
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•

the state government may be advised to offer a road tax rebate of up to 25% for personal vehicle and
up to 15% for commercial vehicle to provide incentive to owners of old vehicle to scrap old and unfit
vehicle

-Khyati Khare

Digital Green Certificate
(GS Paper 3, Environment Source- The Hindu)
Context:
Recently the European Commission proposed to create a digital green certificate to facilitate the safe and free
movement of the regions within the European Union amid the covid-19 pandemic

About the certificate:
•
•

It is a type of Vaccine Passport. it will be available to the citizens who are covid-19 vaccinated
It is also available to the person recovered from covid-19 once the Digital Certificate is issued the
person can travel freely within the European Union bloc

Features of the Card:
•
•
•

The digital brief certificate will be in digital or paper format with the QR code
The certificate can be issued by authority including Hospital, testing Centre and health authorities
All EU citizens for third country nationals who are legally staying in European Union can use it.
-Khyati Khare
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Ranthambore Tiger Sanctuary
(Gs Paper- 3, Environment Source- The Hindu)

Context:
Six tigers are missing in Ranthambore Tiger Sanctuary Rajasthan

About the Tiger
Sanctuary:
•
•

This tiger reserve life in the Eastern part of Rajasthan at the junction of Aravali and Vindhya ranges
It comprises of Ranthambore National Park develop Sawai Mansingh and Kela Devi sanctuary

Vegetation:
•
•

vegetation includes grasslands on plateau use and dense forest along the seasonal streams
The forest is mainly tropical dry deciduous.

Wildlife:
•

the park is rich in wildlife with tiger at the apex of the food chain in mammals

Other protected areas in Rajasthan
•
•

Sariska National park Alwar
desert National Park Jaisalmer
9

•
•
•

Keoladeo National park Bharatpur
Sajjangarh wildlife sanctuary Udaipur
National Chambal sanctuary
-Khyati Khare

Indus Water Panel Holds Meeting
(The Hindu, Gs-2 International Relation)
Indus Water Treaty:
•

Indus system: Indus River, Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas and Sutlej.
◆ The basin is shared by India and Pakistan with China and Afghanistan.

•

The treaty signed between India and Pakistan in 1960
◆	all the waters of three rivers, namely Ravi, Sutlej and Beas ( Eastern Rivers) were allocated to India for
exclusive use.
◆W
 estern rivers – Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab were allocated to Pakistan except for specified domestic
, non-consumptive and agricultural use permitted to India as provided in the Treaty.
◆	India and pakistan both has to make the commissioners who atleast meet once in Year.
◆ This treaty was brokered by World bank.
◆ Both countries are abide by this treaty till now.

•

Why this treaty must be revisited:
◆ India is loosing water because of desertification.
◆ Western India is already water deficit.
◆ With changing time the use of water must be changed.
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Indus River

Swarn Singh

Prevent use of Public Funds for Campaigns
(GS-2 Polity and Governance)
Madras High Court Said:
◆

Election Commission of India (ECI) can put guidelines in place to ensure that public funds are not
brazenly used by Ministers for campaign purposes.

What is Election Commission of India
◆

Under article 324.

◆

conducts election of President, Vice president, M.P., MLA,

◆

Has powers such as quasi judicial power, administrative power,.

◆

Has 3 member (1 chairmen +2 other member)

◆

All members has equal power except that members cant be removed with concurrence of Chairmen

Swarn Singh
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Water, the Looming Frontier (The Hindu, GS-3)
Issue:
NITI Ayog and WaterAid have found that over 70% of India’s surface and groundwater is contaminated by
human and other waste.

Reason for Water Issue:
•
•
•

Indiscriminate use of the environment.
practice of keeping animals locked together for mass production of meat.
birth mutations in erstwhile dormant viruses.

Source of Virus:
•
•
•
•

proliferate in wastewater.
raw sewage ex- sydney.
discharged into water bodies
water-transmitted viral pathogens are astrovirus, hepatitis A and norovirus.

Solution:
•
•
•
•

conserve and use our natural living resources.
Saving the extravagance.
aquifers underlying forests can provide healthy mineral water
Conserving river floodplains.
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Swarn Singh

RS Approves Bill Empowering Delhi L-G Amid
Oppn. Walkout (The Hindu, GS-2)
Brief About Bill:
•

Section 21 i.e.: “The expression ‘Government’ referred to in any law to be made by the Legislative
Assembly shall mean the Lieutenant Governor.“

•

compulsory for the government of delhi to obtain the opinion of the Lieutenant Governor on all matters,
before taking any ‘executive action’.

•

Assent to Bills: LG to reserve certain Bills passed by the Legislative Assembly for President.
◆ which may diminish the powers of the High Court of Delhi
◆ which the President may direct to be reserved
◆ dealing with the salaries and allowances of the Speaker
◆ Deputy Speaker, and members of the Assembly and the Ministers
◆ relating to official languages of the Assembly or the NCT of Delhi.

•

Rules of Procedure of the Assembly must be in consonance with parliamentary rules.
Swarn Singh
13

Anti Corruption Activity
(GS PAPER-2, Statutory Body Source- Economic and Political weekly)
Context:
Recently Lokpal of India organised a webinar on bringing synergies in anti corruption strategies

Key Points:
•
•
•
•

The webinar commemorate 2 years of its Inception
The webinar is presided over by the chairperson of the Lokpal in India
Other invitees are member of Lokpal Central Vigilance Commission, secretary of information on a
real-time basis
it was decided to work on creating a web portal with restricted access that would enable sharing of
relevant information

About Lokpal:
1.
2.
3.
4.

It was established under the Lokpal and Lokayukta Act 2013
It do not have any constitutional status
It perform the function of an ombudsman
It enquire into allegations of corruption against current and public functionaries and for related matters
-Khyati Khare

Appointment of Chief Justice of India
(GS PAPER 2, Judiciary Source- Livemint)
Context:
Recently Chief Justice of India has written a letter to Ministry of law and Justice and recommended the name
of NV Ramana as his successor

Current Structure of Supreme Court:
•
•

It is the Apex body of law
At present there are 29 Judges in the Supreme Court.

Constitutional Provision
•
•
•

article 124(1) mention that there should be a Supreme Court in India which constitutes one chief
justice
the Chief Justice of India is appointed by the president of India
other judges are appointed with the consultation of Chief Justice of India and its consultation is
obligatory

Selection Process of CJI:
•

it started with Memorandum of procedure between Government and judiciary
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•
•
•
•

Memorandum of procedure is initiated by law minister which ask the Recommendation of outgoing
CJI regarding the new appointment of CJI
CJI sends its recommendation to the ministry of law
after the recommendation Law Ministrysend the proposal to the Prime Minister of India and then
Prime Minister convey the advice of CJI, Law Ministry and council of minister to the president of India
then president appoints the new CJI to the supreme court

What is Collegium System:
•
•
•

there is no mention of collegium system in Indian Constitution
it was born through three judges cases
it is used for the appointment and transfer of judges

National Judicial Appointment Commission:
•
•
•

it was brought by 99th Amendment Act 2014
It was shutdown in 2015, and the reason given is is that it hampering the basic structure of Indian
Constitution
it was brought to replace the collegium system of India
-Khyati Khare

Freedom Pineapple
GS PAPER 2, Bilateral, Regional and Global
Groupings Source- India Today
Context:
Recently the ties between China and Taiwan squabbled over an unusual subject i.e pineapples.

What is Taiwan’s Pineapple Challenge:
•
•
•
•
•
•

In March 2021 China headband the import of pineapple from Taiwan and agent there was a risk of
harmful creature that could threaten its own agriculture
Angry Taiwan has refuted China’s claims of pest being found in imported pineapples
the call was seconded by the de facto embassies of the US and Canada in Taiwan
Those professing their love for pineapple from the island using the hashtag #pineapple solidarity
The campaign also received an enthusiastic response on social media in several other countries including
UK, US and India
Argued that 99.9 7% of pineapple batches imported by China from the island of inception

Larger Dispute between Taiwan and China
•
•
•

Under it’s one China policy meeting considered Taiwan province of China even though Taiwan is
Democratic self ruled country
China repeatedly insist that Taiwan should be called Chinese Taipei and efforts to prevent International
recognition of Taiwan as a country
Beijing has asserted sovereignty over Taiwan and has consistently tried to quash attempts signifying
Independence
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-Khyati Khare

Oxfam Inequality Index
(GS PAPER 2, Issues Relating to Development
and Management Source- The Hindu)
The Ministry of Labour and employment has rejected the recently released Oxfam inequality index 2020

Key Points of the Index:
The index is also called the commitment to reducing inequality index
•
It places India at rank 129 out of 158 countries
•
At ranks 151 in terms of workers right
•
At rank 141 in terms of public services
•
At rank 19 in terms of progressive tax

About Index:
•
•

It was developed by finance International and Oxfam International together
The Index measures the extent to which governments are tackling inequality through their policy
choices and actions such as1. to free Public Health care
2. Ensure that the rich pay their fair share of tax

Khyati Khare
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Why no Decision on List sent by Collegium,
SC asks Government (The Hindu, GS-2)
What is Collegium:
Article 124(2) of the Indian Constitution provides that the Judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the
President after consultation with such a number of the Judges of the Supreme Court and of the High Courts
in the States as the President may deem necessary for the purpose.
•
“After consultation” word came into dispute and was resolved through supreme court judgments.

Evolution of the Collegium System:
•

•

•

•
•

First Judges Case (1981):
◆
the ruling gave the Executive primacy over the Judiciary in judicial appointments. It meant
concurrence of the executive with supreme court recommendation was not necessary.
Second Judges Case (1993):
◆	SC said “consultation” meant “concurrence”.
◆	Consultation was not the CJI’s individual opinion but with the two senior-most judges in the SC
Third Judges Case (1998):
◆	expanded the Collegium to a five-member body, comprising the CJI and four of his senior-most
colleagues.
This system is currently going on.
99th constitutional amendment act also known as NJAC act was made null and void by supreme court
currently talks over Memorandum of procedure (MOP) is going on.

Swarn Singh

Here is Why the Electoral Bonds Scheme Must go.
(The Hindu,, GS-2, gs-3)
What is Electoral Bond:
Allows citizens and corporates to buy monetary instruments from the State Bank of India which will be
donated to political parties.
•
They are free of interest rate.
•
It will not bear the name of the donor.
•
Only those parties get this bond which have secured at least 1% of the votes polled in the most recent
Lok Sabha or State election.

Supreme Court Decision:
•

Have reserved the order on the constitutional validity of Electoral Bonds

Why Electoral Bonds Must go:
•
•
•
•

Right to know is our fundamental right and E.B. violates this right
Election commission also recommended removing any opacity in political funding.
It favors the political party which is in power.
It may further consolidate the political criminal nexus and trio of bureaucracies-business and politics.

Swarn Singh
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UN Institute For Training and Research

(GS PAPER 2- Bilateral, Regional and Global Groupings Source- The Hindu)

Context:
•
•

UN Institute For training and research has commended India’s remarkable progress in reducing
premature mortality from non communicable disease
The Prime Minister of India expressed his gratitude to United Nation Institute For training and research

Important Points:
•
•
1.
2.

As per WHO’s Global Health observatory Indian succeeded in reducing India succeeded in reducing
premature non-communicable diseaseFollowing uniquely Indian steps to reduce Underline non communicable disease risk factor
replacement of fuel wood by LPG across rural household has significantly reduced household Pollution
by reducing risk of cancer and chronic lung diseases
promoting and active life worldwide through activities like yoga can address the Risk of cardiovascular
disease

About United Nations Institute For Training and Research:
•
•
•
•

It was founded in 1963 following the Recommendation of United Nations Economic and Social Council
to the general assembly
It is dedicated training arm of the United Nations system
To train and equip young diplomats from newly independent UN member states with the knowledge
and skills needed to navigate to the diplomatic environment
The institute also assists the Ministry of Finance through its courses on public debt management finance
and trade.

ICMR Report India Health of the Nation’s States:
•
•

The contribution of non communicable diseases to total death in the country was 61.8% in 2016 as
compared to 37.9 % in 1990
Some examples of Non communicable diseases that is diabetes and hypertension and cancer are on the
rise in India

-Khyati Khare

Development Finance Institution
(GS PAPER-3 Investment Models Source- India Today)

Context:
Recently cabinet has approved the setting up of Development Finance Institution with an initial capital
infusion of rupees 20000 crore

Key Points
•

Finance minister in the union budget 20-21 has stated that India will set up a new DFI called the
National bank for financing infrastructure and development
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•

DFI will start with 100% government
ownership and will gradually be
brought down to 26%

•

DFI will have a professional board
and 50% of them will be non official
directors

•

initial capital infusion of 20000 crore
will help in raising up to 3 lakh crore
in the next few years

•

DFI would seek to raise funds from
global pension and insurance sectors
for investment in new project carrying
certain tax benefit

•

Sources of capital of the banks is
national or International development fund

Background:
•

the first DFI was the first industrial Financial Corporation of India that was launched in 1948

•

IDBI, UTI,NABARD,EXIM Bank are the other major DFIs

•

Later several of them were converted into bank like ICICI, IDBI Banks etc

Objective of DFI
•

To mobilize the 111 lakh crore required for funding of the ambitious National infrastructure pipeline

•

As India does not have a Development Bank DFI would fulfil the need to have an institutional
mechanism

-Khyati Khare

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (Banga Bandhu, 1920-1975)
(The Hindu, GS-1 History)
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (Banga Bandhu, 1920-1975): 1960s Started political rallies against Pak President
Ayub Khan’s biased policies against East Pakistan.
•

1970s- Won majority seats in the Pakistan general election. He won more seats than all the parties
of West Pakistan! West Pakistan military regime did not honour the the election result & launched
“Operation Searchlight” on 25/3/1971 to arrest / murder East Pakistani leaders

•

26/3/1971: Sheikh Mujibur Rahman: declared independence of Bangladesh from west Pakistan.

•
•

10 million Bengalis fled their country to India due to persecution by Pakistani army.
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi sent army to help in Bangladesh Liberation war, Trained Mukti Bahini
(Gorilla force).
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•

Rahman became prime minister of Bangladesh: Nationalised the private industries, Initiated Land
Reforms, signed 25 year Indo Bangladesh Treaty of friendship, Joined UN & NAM. 15th Aug 1975:
Junior Army officers in Bangladeshi Army staged a coup, Assassinated Rahman, wife, sons. Daughter
Sheikh Hasina later became PM. India awarded Gandhi Peace Prize 2020 to Bangabandhu. 2021 is his
101st birth anniversary

Swarn Singh
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