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A ‘Reform Wave’ Lakshadweep Could do without 
(The Hindu, Polity, GS-2)

Context:
Recent reforms by the current administrator prafull patel in lakshadweep administration leads to widespread 
criticism. The pretext of these reforms is to transform Lakshadweep into a Maldivessma  type economy.

What are those reforms:
•	 the Lakshadweep Animal Preservation Regulation, 2021
•	 the Prevention of AntiSocial Activities Regulation (PASA)
•	 the Lakshadweep Panchayat Regulation, 2021 
•	 Lakshadweep Development Authority Regulation 2021

A tumultuous journey of Island:
•	 Island development agency under Home ministry to take development and security to the new level
•	 There are three distinct ecosystems: 

 ▶ Land
 ▶ Lagoon
 ▶ ocean. 

•	 Fishery is a primary occupation here. 
•	 Vatteluttu was the earliest script used with its heavy Sanskrit component.
•	 Administration was digitised back then in 1990, its PRI system was working even before 1993.

What has done:
•	 Lakshadweep required the industry to be people-centric and enrich the fragile coral ecology. 
•	 Rainwater harvesting facilities,
•	 Solar power covers 10% of lighting
•	 All islands have been connected by helicopter service since 1986
•	 High speed passenger boats were purchased in the 1990s by an international tender
•	 redesign of the tripods reinforcing the beaches against sea erosion, and ensuring piped water supply 
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especially designed to draw from the fresh water lens
•	 Vernacular building traditions are the theme of all government housing projects undertaken in the 

islands in the 1980s
•	 Kavaratti has a desalination wind powered plant gifted by the Danish government.
•	 poverty line in terms of GDP is only slightly higher than the World Bank’s poverty threshold, 

Lakshadweep today has no poor people;
•	 Long lines and refrigeration have aided the expansion of the fishing sector
•	 Indiscriminate trawling endangers the coral

Way forward:
•	 need to develop policies for

 ▶ enhancing employment opportunities, 
 ▶ Environmentfriendly
 ▶ management of fisheries, 
 ▶ sanitation, 
 ▶ waste disposal and widening
 ▶ access to drinking water
 ▶ Youth having acquired a modern education, 

 Ȗ preferring salaried jobs
 ▶ over pursuing traditional occupations

•	 conservation and natural resource management arrived at after wide consultation.
•	 Why Laksweep can’t be converted in to maldive type model:
•	 Water bungalows — an expensive concept (Taken from maldive) 

 ▶ Is also hazardous to the coral
 ▶ Can become the issue in the  monsoon region

•	 We must note that:A wooden jetty installed at the diving school in Kadmat needs to be dismantled 
every monsoon

•	 Allow the mining and exploitation of mineral resource will be a disaster to the coral ecosystem.
Swarn Singh
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Only a Global Effort Can Tame COVID19 
(The Hindu, GS-2, Polity)

Context:
Fighting from the COVID-19 can’t take place unless there is a total fight. All the countries have to come 
together to fight from this obscure monster.The World Health Organization (WHO) recently declared the 
variant first found in India (B.1.617) as a variant of global concern as it has already spread to more than 40 
countries. This underscores the fact that no one is safe until everyone is safe.

What are the constraints in Vaccine production:
•	 Intellectual property rights.
•	 Limited production capacity of Bharat biotech and serum institute.
•	 Limited international cooperation.
•	 Ban on the plastic which some way or the other will hamper.
•	 Vaccine nationalism

What is the way forward:
•	 International cooperation.
•	 Increasing the production capacity
•	 Increasing the herd immunity

Swarn Singh

India Must Not Miss the Cryptocurrency Bus 
(Indian Express, GS-2,Governance)

Context:
Cryptocurrency is gaining new currency in the economy. India has banned crypto because it has been 
misused by miscreants such as Terrorist etc.
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Current time line:
•	 Satoshi nakomoto invented bitcoin
•	 Since 2008 its price is increasing
•	 Recently china had cracked down this currency
•	 Recent upsurge in the prices of bitcoin make them more attractive

Cons of bitcoin:
•	 Anonymity
•	 Fragility
•	 extreme volatility
•	 Can be used in illicit activities

What is way forward:
•	 Regulation rather than ban is way forward
•	 Anonymity can be exploited.
•	 To protect unsuspecting investors from excessive market volatility an

Swarn Singh

Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme

Context:
Government has increased the scope of Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) for three more 
months overviewing the disruptions caused by second wave of COVID 19 pandemic. Extension will help 
businesses across several sectors of economy.
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Key points of ECLGS 4.0:
•	 100% guarantee cover to be provided on loans, in hospitals/nursing clinics/medical colleges/homes, up 

to Rs.2 crore. Loan can be utilized up to set up on-site oxygen generation plants. Interest rate on load 
was capped at 7.5%.

•	 Additional ECLGS assistance of up to 10% of outstanding by February 2020 to borrowers who are 
covered under ECLGS 1.0. Ceiling of Rs. 500 Cr. of loan outstanding for eligibility under ECLGS 3.0 
will be removed.

•	 It is subject to maximum additional ECLGS assistance provided to each borrower which is limited to 
40% or Rs.200 crore, whichever is lower.

•	 Civil Aviation sector will be eligible under ECLGS 3.0

Significance
•	 Modifications in ECLGS will enhance utility and impact of ECLGS by providing additional support to 

MSMEs. It will safeguard livelihoods and help in resumption of business activity. It will facilitate flow of 
institutional credit at reasonable terms.

Khyati Khare

Sajag

Context:
National Security Advisor (NSA), Ajit Doval, has commissioned Indian Coast Guard Offshore Patrol Vessel 
Sajag. It was dedicated nation to safeguard maritime interests.

Highlights:
Offshore Patrol Vessel, Sajag has been constructed by Goa Shipyard Limited, which was commended by 
NSA for indigenously developing ships for Maritime Armed forces with state-of-the-art machinery, latest 
technology sensors and equipment.

Patrol boat:
It is a small naval vessel designed for coastal defence, immigration law-enforcement, border protection, 
search and rescue duties. They can be operated by navy, coast guard, police force or customs and can be 
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commissioned for marine or estuarine or river environments. They are commonly used in border protection 
roles such as ant-piracy, anti-smuggling, fisheries patrols, and immigration law enforcement.

Classification of Patrol Boat:
Patrol Boat are classified as inshore patrol vessels (IPVs) and offshore patrol vessels (OPVs). They are 
warships of smaller size and include fast attack craft, missile boats and torpedo boats. Offshore patrol vessels 
are smallest ship in Navy. However, they are large and seaworthy enough to patrol off-shore.

Khyati Khare

Kaleidoscope Effect

Context:
Recently, people of Bangalore observed a bright rainbow ring around sun for a few seconds. This is a rare 
optical and atmospheric phenomenon known as Kaleidoscopic Effect which is also known as “22-degree 
circular halo”.

What is 22-degree circular Halo?
22-degree circular halo is observed around sun and occasionally around Moon. So, it is also called a moon 
ring or winter halo. This phenomenon occurs when rays from sun or moon get refracted through hexagonal 
ice crystals present in cirrus clouds.

Why is it called 22-degree circular halo?
Because, halo or ring forming around sun or moon has an apparent radius of 22 degrees.
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Which cloud produce Circular Halos?
Circular halos are produced by cirrus clouds.

Cirrus Clouds
These clouds are thin, detached, hair-like clouds formed in atmosphere, at a height of 20,000 feet.

What is halo?
It is the brightest part, present at inner edge of circular disk, where there is no light inside the disk because, 
no light is refracted through smaller angles.

Khyati Khare

Elected Autocrats, their Pandemic Responses 
(The Hindu, GS-2, Governance, International Relation)

Context:
Response of India, USA and Brazil to the pandemic shows the elected representatives’ autocracy. There is a 
similarity in the representatives of three countries. Author tries to show these similarities.

Similarities:
•	 The U.S. which has one of the highest per capita death in pandemic in the world.
•	 Donald Trump took the pandemic as a personal affront and didn’t even give heed to scientific community
•	 Brazil has taken denialism to new levels when her president said it is just an influenza, nothing else.
•	 Bolsanaro who became famous as tropical trump due to his ego maniac policies
•	 In india 1st wave was somehow bear by indians but the mismanagement of 2nd wave on the pretext of 

election and religious gathering led to outburst of pandemic by mutation.
•	 they came to power as classic rightwing populists who branded themselves as incarnations of the people
•	 All three have surrounded themselves with yes men and ruled from the gut, peddling triumphalism
•	 autocrats feed on polarisation and hyper nationalism. All three have championed a virtuous nationalism
•	 once in power, the autocrats quickly personalised, centralised and insulated their power
•	 overridden
•	 the authority of expert institutions, tampered with data, assaulted the independence of the me
•	 elevated loyalty to the leader as the highest principle of service.

Conclusion:
Democracies are not just about their leaders. Throughout the crisis, healthcare workers and civil society 
organisations have stepped up where their leaders have failed, and democratic institutions have pushed back.

Swarn Singh
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World’s First Nano Urea Liquid

Context:
The world’s first Nano Urea Liquid for farmers across the world was introduced by the Indian Farmers 
Fertilizer Cooperative Limited (IFFCO). IFFCO made the big reveal during its 50th annual general body 
meeting held in the online-offline mode. According to IFFCO, the Nano Urea Liquid has been indigenously 
developed after several years of research by its scientists and engineers through a proprietary technology 
that was developed at Nano Biotechnology Research Centre, Kalol in line with ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ and 
‘Atmanirbhar Krishi.

About Nano urea:
•	 Urea that is produced from nano-technology to improve the efficiency of the nutrients of the crops is 

called as nano urea.
•	 The nano urea liquid will replace conventional Urea and it can curtail its requirement by at least 50 

percent.

Benefit of Nano urea liquid:
•	 The Nano Urea Liquid has been found to be effective and efficient for plant nutrition, which increases 

production with improved nutritional quality.
•	 According to IFFCO, the nano urea liquid will also have a positive impact on the quality of underground 

water, very significant in reduction in global warming with an impact on climate change and sustainable 
development.

Significance:
•	 The introduction of nano urea liquid is significant as its use by farmers will boost balanced nutrition 

program by reducing the excess use of Urea application in the soil.
•	 It will help make the crops stronger, healthier and protect them from the lodging effect.
•	 Excess urea not only causes environmental pollution but also harms soil health and makes plants 

more susceptible to disease and insect infestation, delaying the maturity of the crop and resulting in 
production loss.

Khyati Khare



10
www.plutusias.com

Recognising Caste-based Violence Against Women 
(The Hindu, GS-1, Society, GS- Social Justice)

Swarn Singh

Context:
•	 In indian constitution, under article 17 which talks about removal of untouchability and under this 

obligation, state has enacted prevention of atrocities act which specifically provides safeguards to the 
SC/ST communities.

•	 Recent judgement in Patan Jamal Vali case where Supreme court retained the life sentenece which was 
given by the lower court and high court under the accusation of rape of a minor girl whic belonged to 
SC/ST community under the IPC sections 376 and but didn’t entertained the case under Prevenetion 
of atrocities act.

Past incidences where S.C refused to take cases under SC/ST act:
•	 Ramdas and Others v. State of Maharashtra,

 ▶ Where a Dalit minor girl was raped, the Supreme Court set aside the conviction under the PoA Act
•	 Dinesh Alias Buddha v. State of Rajasthan (2006), 

 ▶ The Supreme Court held: “It is not case of the prosecution that the rape was committed on the 
victim since she was a member of Scheduled Caste.

•	 In Asharfi v. State of Uttar Pradesh (2017),
 ▶ The court held that the evidence and materials on record did not show that the appellant had 

committed rape on the ground of SC/ST
•	 Khuman Singh v. State of Madhya Pradesh,

 ▶ A case of murder, again the court held that the fact that the deceased was a member of an SC 
community was not disputed
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The thing which is common in all the cases is burdon of Proof:
How can SC/ST community person, wil show that crime was perperted because one belongs to SC/ST rather 
if a person knows that one belongs to SC/ST

Consequences of such judgements:
•	 The repeated setting aside of convictions under the Prevention of attrocities Act bolsters the allegations

 ▶ That the law is misused and amounts to the erasure of caste based violence faced by women. 
 ▶ It provide more confidence to the upper class in the violence against SC/ST

Positives of Patan Jamal Vali case
•	 Recognition of intersectional difference based on sex, caste, disablities etc.
•	 It means now people can be tried on the basis of intersectional differences.

‘Kappa’ and ‘Delta’

Context:
The B.1.617.1 and B.1.617.2 COVID-19 variants that were first identified in India, have been named as 
‘Kappa’ and ‘Delta’ respectively by the World Health Organisation. The global health agency has named 
various variants of COVID-19 using Greek alphabets to simplify the public discussion as well as to help in 
removing the stigma from the names. The announcement by the WHO came on May 31, 2021, nearly three 
weeks after India objected to B.1.617 mutant of the Coronavirus being termed as an ‘Indian variant’ in media 
reports. The Union Health Ministry of India pointed that the UN’s top health body has not used the word 
‘Indian’ for this strain in its document.

Background:
•	 On May 12, 2021, the Union Health Ministry of India had dismissed the media reports that used the 

term Indian Variant for the B.1.617 mutant strain of COVID-19, which the WHO had recently said was 
a ‘variant of global concern’.

•	 The Ministry in an official statement had said that several media reports have covered the news of WHO 
classifying the B.1.617 as a variant of global concern. Some of the reports have termed the B.1.617 
variant of COVID-19 as an Indian variant, these reports are without any basis and are unfounded.

Reasons , WHO has decided to name COVID-19 variants:
•	 The World Health Organisation, while announcing the new naming system ‘making them simple, easy 

to say and remember’, stated that it is ‘stigmatizing and discriminatory’ to call the COVID-19 variants 
by names of the nations they were first detected in.

•	 The new labels will not replace the existing scientific names, which convey significant scientific 
information and will continue to be used in research.

•	 The naming system aims to prevent calling the variants by the places where they are detected.
•	 The new labels will also help with the public discussion about VOC/VOI as the numbering system can 

be difficult to follow.
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•	 WHO pointed that no country must be stigmatized for detecting and reporting the COVID-19 variants.
•	 There is a need for robust surveillance for the variants,  molecular, and sequencing to be carried out and 

shared.
•	 The global health agency also encouraged nations and others to adopt these names as they will ease the 

public discussion about the global COVID-19 Variants of Concern and Interest.

Khyati Khare

Jobless Growth

Context:
•	 A jobless growth is an economic phenomenon in which a macro economy experiences growth while 

maintaining or decreasing its level of employment. The Indian growth experience of the last decade can 
be called the jobless growth as the rate of employment growth is less than population growth. 

The following aspects can be highlighted regarding this:
•	 While the share of employment has largely declined in the Agriculture sector, Service and Manufacturing 

sector have failed to absorb all the people shifting from the agriculture sector.
•	 Rapid rise of employment opportunities in the informal or unorganized sector in recent years is another 

aspect of employment generation in India, which further marginalizes labour.
•	 While the IT or Service Sector has been the spearhead of economic growth in India after the advent of 

globalization, they can’t absorb any significant labour. Because the sector requires highly skilled people 
only.

•	 During 2005-10, only 1 million net jobs per annum were generated in the organized sector, whereas 60 
million people entered into the labour market of India.

•	 Large scale unemployment among engineering graduates, post graduates like MBA and doctorates are 
other examples of jobless growth. This is the reason why lakhs of students including engineers, MBA or 
Phd students applied for only 300 posts of peon in Uttar Pradesh.
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Khyati Khare

BRICS Foreign Ministers Meeting

Context:
BRICS foreign ministers meeting was held virtually

Agenda of the meeting:
During the minister’s meet, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar highlighted significant principles which 
were guiding BRICS. He also referred to international law and UN Charter which recognises sovereign 
equality of all states and respects territorial integrity. According to him, desired change can be achieved only 
by conducting policies in line with these principles.

Who hosted the meeting:
BRICS meeting was hosted by India in its capacity as chair of BRICS. It was attended by Foreign Minister 
of Russia, Sergey Lavrov; Foreign Minister of China, Wang Yi; Minister of International Relations of South 
Africa, Grace Naledi Mandisa Pandor; and Foreign Minister of Brazil, Carlos Alberto Franco.

Significance of meeting:
BRICS foreign ministers, for the first time, have agreed on common goal of “reforming the multilateral 
system”. They also agreed, such reform should cover all key multilateral institutions, including-
•	 UN and its principal organs such as UN general assembly, UN Security Council etc.
•	 International financial architecture such as IMF & World Bank
•	 Multilateral trading system such as WTO & UNCTAD and
•	 Global health governance system along with WHO.
•	 BRICS ministers agreed to bring in new life on discussions regarding reform of UN Security Council.

Khyati Khare
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WHO Clears Chinese Vaccine Sinovac

Context:
•	 World Health Organisation (WHO) has given approval for global use of covid-19 Vaccine by Sinovac 

Biotech Ltd. Of China. Highlights:WHO recommended its use for people above 18 years.
•	 Two-dose will be scheduled for it, with a gap of two to four weeks between shots.
•	 Sinopharm Group Co. had secured WHO’s approval for emergency use in May 2021.
•	 Additional inoculation options will be given for Covax programme led by WHO to ensure every country 

has access to vaccines.
•	 Other vaccines cleared for emergency use by WHO are vaccines from Pfizer Inc. & BioNTech SE, 

Johnson & Johnson, AstraZeneca Plc, and Moderna Inc.

What were the concerns
Chinese shot was battling concerns about its efficacy because of divergent data. Chinese Shot, called as 
CoronaVac, has lowest efficacy rate as per the clinical trial report. It showed an efficacy rate of 50.7% in 
preventing symptomatic covid cases in Brazil. Effectiveness of CoronaVac Real world data shows that, it is 
94% effective against symptomatic infection, 96% against hospitalization while 98% effective against death. 
Data also highlights, Infection rate is decreasing in some countries that rolled out Sinovac locally such as in 
Chile.

CoronaVac
CoronaVac or Sinovac COVID-19 vaccine is an inactivated virus COVID-19 vaccine. It was developed 
by Chinese company Sinovac Biotech. Phase III clinical trial for this vaccine was carried in Chile, Brazil, 
Indonesia, Philippines, and Turkey. It does not need to be frozen.

Khyati Khare
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Gender Disparity in Vaccination

Context:
India’s Covid-19 vaccination drive was started in January 2021 and is gaining momentum. About 21 crores 
doses have been administered till date including first and second doses; in which Gender gap is prevalent. 
As of May end, 871 women had been vaccinated for every 1000 men. Gender Gap in India Sex ratio in India 
is already skewed. There are 108.18 males per 100 females. Female population accounts for 48.04 percent of 
total population while male population accounts for 51.96 percent. This gender gap reflects at all levels in 
India, including in largest vaccination drive.

Gender-related Development Index (GDI):
GDI measures life expectancy, educational attainment and income. According to it, closer the ratio to 1, 
smaller is gap between men and women. Human Development Report of 2019 reflects India’s GDI value as 
0.892. It ranked India at 129th position out of 189 countries.

Gender Inequality Index (GII):
GII reflects gender-based disadvantage across three dimensions of reproductive health, labor market and 
empowerment. Countries having unequal distribution of human development experiences high inequality. 
As per UNDP report 2019, India’s GII is 0.0501 and was ranked at 122. HDI for females in India is 0.549 
while for male is 0.671 which clearly reflects disparity.

Khyati Khare

COVID Diplomacy 2.0, a Special Order of Tasks 
(The Hindu,GS-2,Governance)

Context:
COVID-19 which usher as a disaster during this world. Vaccines which were made by companies were 
exported to other countries without indian population being vaccinated.
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Why shortage if vaccine at 1st place:
•	 The shortage of vaccines within the country has arisen from three factors:
•	 The failure of the govt to plan and place procurement orders in time
•	 The failure of the 2 Indian companies to supply vaccine doses that they had committed to,
•	 Focus on exporting, not importing, vaccines between January and April

How diplomacy is going:
•	 These include requesting the U.S. to share a considerable portion of its stockpile of AstraZeneca doses 

and to release more vaccine ingredients which are restricted for exports.
•	 To buy more stock outright from the three U.S. manufacturers, Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson.

Issue of patent and issue of diplomacy:
•	 Africa also as global agencies counting on India for vaccines are left within the lurch by the Government’s 

failure to balance its vaccine budget.
•	 Bhutan is fully hooked in to india. A full blanket ban on the export of vaccine somewhere will erode the 

trust between bhutan and india.
•	 Making amends and regaining trust for India’s vaccine and pharmacy exports within the future goes to 

be a challenge.
•	 India must be at the forefront of demanding accountability.

Way forward:
Raise its voice for a stronger convention to manage any research that would lead. it is necessary to revamp 
the 1972 Biological Weapons Convention (formally referred to as The Convention on the Prohibition of the 
event, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological).

Swarn Singh

Breaking the Cycle of Child Labour is in India’s Hands 
(The Hindu, GS-2, Social Justice)

Context:
Lockdown completely or partially rendered parents jobless, people hopeless and children scholless. This 
further exacerbated the inequalities and child labor.

Facts:
•	 World enters the third decade of the 21st century, 152 million children around the world are still in 

child labour
•	 95% of the children in the age group of 613 years are attending educational institutions (formal and 

informal).
•	 UNESCO estimates based on the 2011 Census record 38.1 million children as “out of school”
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Consequences:
•	 Longterm and devastating consequences for their education, their skills acquisition.
•	 Longterm and devastating consequences for their education, their skills acquisition.
•	 Less than half of children in the age group of 10-14 years have completed primary education. 
•	 Child labour in India decreased in the decade 2001 to 2011.

Reasons:
•	 (MGNREGA) 2005, 
•	 The Right to Education Act 2009 and 
•	 The Mid Day Meal Scheme
•	 Guaranteed wage employment (unskilled) are some of government interventions
•	 Ratifying International Labour Organization Conventions Nos. 138 and 182 in 2017.
•	 Share information and coordinate on child labour cases 
•	 Pencil portal

Challenges in education
•	 Digital divide
•	 Lack of digital infra
•	 Children drop out

Solution
•	 Community driven advances
•	 All stake holder approach
•	 Comprehensive and strategic partnership

Swarn Singh
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Tenuous Revival (GS-3, Economy, the Hindu)

Context:
Indian economy is going in a downward turn due to lockdown and other bottlenecks. now can be revived in 
the upcoming quarters. Mining and quarrying and the worsthit contactintensive omnibus services category 
of trade, hotels, transport, communications and broadcasting contracted 5.7% and 2.3%.

Why downward trajectory
•	 Lockdown led to a loss of jobs
•	 Decrease in production
•	 Lack of jobs in the economy
•	 Significant decrease in the economy
•	 Lack of comprehensive measures at the governance level.

What could be the possible way out
•	 Reviving consumption should be the priority
•	 For this, we need a comprehensive vaccination program
•	 Creation of new jobs in the economy.
•	 All india cocid-19 policy.

Swarn Singh

NGT Orders U.P. Govt. to Take Action on Illegal Sand Mining 
(GS-2, Polity, The Hindu)

Context:
Illegal mining in Uttar Pradesh is leading to the issue for the flora and fauna thereby threatening the ecosystem. 
on the pretext, NGT ordered the government to take action against illegal mining.
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What in NGT:
•	 Statutory body made by NGT act 2010
•	 This body is a tribunal or a quasi-judicial body which will consist of minimum 10 and maximum 20 

members from the judiciary and technical team
•	 This tribunal has the power of the civil court and follows the natural justice
•	 Has power to enquire and summon
•	 Works under 7 acts

 ▶ Water act
 ▶ waster cess act
 ▶ Environment protection act
 ▶ forest act
 ▶ air pollution act
 ▶ biodiversity act
 ▶ The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 and

•	 It doesnt include wildlife protection act

Swarn Singh

Corona-Free Village Competitions

Context:
First Human case of H10N3 bird flu was reported in eastern province of Jiangsu in China.

Highlights
A 41-year-old man has become first human case of infection with H10N3 strain of bird flu. He was diagnosed 
of H10N3 avian influenza virus on May 28. It is still not confirmed how he was infected with virus.
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H10N3 bird flu
H10N3 is a low pathogenic or less severe strain of virus in poultry. The risk of it transmitting on a large scale 
is also very low. In about 40 years, only 160 isolates of this virus were reported, in wild birds or waterfowl 
across Asia and North America. It has not been detected in chickens.

About Influenza:
It is commonly called as “the flu”. This infectious disease is caused by influenza viruses. Its symptoms include 
mild to severe fever, runny nose, sore throat, headache, coughing, muscle pain and fatigue. Symptoms usually 
starts 1–4 days after exposure to virus and lasts for 2–8 days. It may also cause pneumonia, acute respiratory 
distress syndrome, encephalitis, meningitis, and worsening of pre-existing health problems like asthma.

Avian influenza or Avian flu or Bird flu
It caused by viruses adapted to birds.  It is similar to swine flu, horse flu, dog flu and human flu. Among three 
types of influenza viruses namely, A, B, and C; influenza A virus is zoonotic infection which entirely affects 
birds.

Khyati Khare

Adverse Changes, Federalism Imperilled 
(The Hindu, Polity, GS-2)

Context:
Recent remarks of NITI ayog member vinod paul, “ Vaccination issues in india emerged because of lack 
of centralising power”, is a naive one. We have to examine thoroughly these remarks and the current 
government’s stand on this front.
State government and central government have their own sphere to work on. The Constitution provides a 7th 
schedule which trifurcates these subjects and provides autonomy to states in these areas.
•	 State governments have a primary responsibility to govern such as health, education and agriculture
•	 ‘One nation one e tax, one market and one ration’ are sign of strong nation state 
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Center’s encroachment:
•	 Centre used its powers to dismiss or use the Governor to intimidate democratically elected governments. 
•	 During the Emergency, education was moved to the Concurrent list which was earlier a State subject
•	 increasing centralisation in resource allocations and welfare interventions
•	 The shortfall of GST and response of Centre which shows lackadaisical approach for compensation by 

State governments.
•	 Control through centrally sponsored scheme

Institutional transgression:
•	 Central institutions are increasingly weakening the polic levers of State institutions.
•	 Institutions such as the Income Tax Department, the Enforcement Directorate and the National 

Investigation Agency are being used to intimidate political rivals.
•	 Centre creating a disadvantage for  State governments at a in vaccine usage
•	 The Centre has been meddling with the appointments of vice chancellors in universities funded by the 

state

Socio-cultural foundation
•	 Beside the legalc onstitutional aspects of federalism, it is diversity in cultural foundation of regions that 

sustains Indian federalism. 
•	 One ness among difference

Conclusion:
There is needed of federal coalition which can look beyond the legal constitutional aspects of federalism to 
preserve the idea of a plural India in terms of both culture and politics. This idea will sustain the true federal 
meaning of India.

Swarn Singh

Close the Vaccination Gap, in Global Lockstep 
(The Hindu, GS-2, Governance, Health)

Context:
European union which is on the COVAX alliance with india and other countries, don’t seem to be revoking 
the IPR on the covid-19 vaccine and technology. This article especially talks about the EU efforts in the 
vaccine efforts.

•	 Currently 2.1% of african population is vaccinated.

•	 At this speed it will take 2023 to get the whole world population vaccinated.

•	 Till than new variant of the virus will come and it will render vaccine ineffective

•	 These restrictions penalise the whole world, but they weigh even more heavily on developing countries.



22
www.plutusias.com

Effects:
•	 Reveral of

 ▶ Declining poverty
 ▶ Global inequalities.

•	 Such a negative dynamic would hold back economic activity and increase geopolitical tensions
•	 India’s “Vaccine Maitri” is another example of global solidarity.

Efforts of EU:
•	 A large scale and contributed significantly to the new generation of mRNA vaccines.
•	 “Team Europe” (EU states + Financial institution) — is also donating vaccines to neighbours in need.
•	 Team Europe has also been the main contributor to the COVAX facility
•	 In cooperation with vaccine manufacturers, we are working to increase the EU vaccine production 

capacities

How to support Africa:
•	 All countries must avoid restrictive measures that affect vaccine supply chains. 
•	 Facilitate the transfer of knowledge and technology
•	 Encouraging European producers to  produce especially in Africa.
•	 Existing Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)
•	 Agreement and the 2001 Doha Declaration

 ▶ We can explore possibility of compulsory licensing

Conclusion:
EU will come forward with a new proposal in the World Trade Organization framework by early June.

Swarn Singh
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Embracing Children (The Hindu, Social Justice, GS-2)

Context:
Recently national protection of child right commission said there are 10000 chidrent in the country who 
became orpha due to the covid-19. These children are prone to flesh trade, child trafficking and also the child 
laboor.
•	 Central government has announced the measure it will take but the issue remains

 ▶ The Centre did not lay down procedural formalities for implementation.
•	 These children run a high risk of being pushed into trafficking and the flesh trade
•	 The Government cannot dawdle over figuring out implementation strategies.

Why measures are needed:
•	 They are the most vulnerable section of society
•	 This is their right e.g. right to life
•	 Duty of the state to provide security to each and every person

Way forward
•	 Mechanisms to kick start rescue and relief, besides undertaking the continuing process of estimating 

beneficiaries is needed.
•	 A separate funding can be the way out
•	 Robust center state relation
•	 All stakeholder workout
•	 NGO can be wrapped in the program.

Swarn Singh

GIFT

Context:
Goa government established “Goa Institution for Future Transformation (GIFT)” on the line of NITI Ayog.

About GIFT:
•	 GIFT will function on the lines of NITI Aayog. It will assist, advise and guide government on policy 

making, its formulation and implementation.
•	 It will also help in monitoring sustainable development goals and evaluation of several development 

plans, programmes and schemes.
•	 Directorate of Planning, Statistics and Evaluation issued the notification.
•	 It will be backed up under Article 309 of Constitution of India to attain autonomy.
•	 GIFT will also serve as knowledge hub Goa, showcasing best practices suited for sustainable development 

of the State.
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Background:
Union Cabinet had approved proposal of setting up GIFT. Later, Chief Minister of Goa late Manohar Parrikar 
had discontinued State Planning Board from April 1, 2017 after union government discontinued Planning 
Commission at national level. Announcement to constitute GIFT was made by Sawant in his budget speech. 
GIFT was earlier named as “State Institution for Transforming Goa (SIT-Goa)”.

Planning Commission:
It is institution of Government of India, best known for formulation of India’s Five-Year Plans. It was dissolved 
in 2017 after Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced to dissolve the commission in his first Independence 
Day speech in 2014. Ex officio members of the Commission were Finance Minister, Agriculture Minister, 
Health Minister, Home Minister, Chemicals and Fertilisers Minister, Law Minister, Information Technology 
Minister, Minister of state for Planning and Human Resource Development Minister.

Khyati Khare

AmbiTAG

Context:
IIT Ropar has developed “AmbiTAG” which is India’s first indigenous temperature data logger developed for 
cold chain management.
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About AmbiTAG:
AmbiTAG is shaped as USB device. It continuously records temperature of its immediate surroundings. It 
can detect temperatures “from -40 to +80 degrees” in any time zone for 90 days on a single charge unlike 
other devices available in market that record data only for duration of 30- 60 days. Recorded data can be 
retrieved by connecting USB with any computer.

Significance of Logger
•	 Logger recorded temperature that will further help to know whether particular item transported from 

anywhere in world is still usable or perished because of temperature variation.
•	 This information is significant for transportation of vaccines including Covid-19 vaccine, organs and 

blood transportation.
•	 Apart from perishable items like vegetables, meat and dairy products it can monitor temperature of 

animal semen during transit.

Who developed the device?
Ambitag was developed under Technology Innovation Hub – AWaDH which stands for “Agriculture and 
Water Technology Development Hub” and its Startup ScratchNest.

About AWaDH
AWaDH is a research center at IIT Ropar. It was established with support of Department of Science & 
Technology (DST) and Science & Engineering Research Board (SERB). It carries out extensive research in 
agriculture and water.

Khyati Khare
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Significant Progress in SDGs on Clean Energy, Health: 
NITI index (The Hindu, GS-2)

Context:
Sustainable development goals which are the milestones to be achieved by 2030 as according to the United 
nation. On this front india’s achievement in SDG is measured by the NITI ayog on the pretext of index which 
will account for all the states.

Major findings:
•	 Major decline in the areas of industry, innovation and infrastructure 
•	 Kerala retained its position at the top of the ran
•	 The NITI Aayog launched this index in 2018
•	 Followed by Tamil Nadu and Himachal Pradesh
•	 Bihar, Jharkhand and Assam were the worst performing States
•	 All the States showed some improvement from last year’s scores
•	 The NITI Aayog Index shows some improvement in the SDG on inequality.
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•	 The 2018 indicators included the Palma ratio but it was not included in 2020 rather different social 
parameters were included

 ▶ Social equality indicators
 ▶ The percentage of women and Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe representatives in State Legislatures 

and the panchayati raj institutions 
 ▶ The levels of crime against the SC/ST communities. 

•	 The SDGs on eradication of poverty and hunger both saw significant  Improvement.

Swarn Singh

Rural Health Care Needs Fixing, and Now 
(The Hindu, GS-2, Health)

Context:
Covid-19 expose the state of rural health infrastructure by devastating the rural population, its social and 
economic infrastructure

Facts about rural health infra
•	 Rajya Sabha suggest that 29,337 primary health centres (PHCs) are required in the rural areas of the 

country
•	 One PHC for 25 villages in India
•	 5,624 community health centres (CHCs) against the requirement of 7,322
•	 A shortfall of 81.8% specialists at CHCs
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•	 India has eight hospital beds for a population of 10,000 people
•	 According to WHO 71% deaths are because of non-communicable disease.

What is the need to be done in order to save rural population:
•	 Governments  should engage with all kinds of rural community organisations such as panchayats, gram 

sabha, notified area committees, municipal bodies and nongovernmental organisation
•	 If our SHCs work effectively, there will be less pressure on PHCs. 
•	 All stakeholder approach
•	 Stakeholders to revisit and refurbish our health infrastructure in the rural areas.
•	 The chain of SHCs, PHCs and CHCs can very well take care of the multiple health needs
•	 should have the health data of people in their respective areas.

Swarn Singh

Comments to Avoid in Longstanding Ties 
(The Hindu, GS-2, International Relations)

Context:
The Chief Minister of Delhi  last month warned union government about a new strain of the novel coronavirus 
that has been observed in Singapore. This remark has created a rift between singapore and india

India and bangladesh:
•	 Leader should be more empathetic.

 ▶ Example: during bengal election home minister made some remarks over bangladesh such things 
should be avoided.
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•	 There are those in Bangladesh who believe that separation from Hindu India in 1947 was more significant 
than the break with Pakistan in 1971.

•	 quid pro quo for India’s benign attentions and support
•	 She has maintained vigilant supervision over Muslim fundamentalist terrorists as well as on Northeast 

militant movements sheltering in Bangladesh.
•	 She has permitted a considerable degree of connectivity between India and its Northeast by land, river 

and the use of Bangladeshi ports
•	 The day will come when, along with free movement of commerce and capital take place between India 

and bangladesh.

Swarn Singh

Three Caves

Context:
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has found three caves in Buddhist Caves Complex in Nasik, Maharashtra.



30
www.plutusias.com

Highlights:
•	 Newly discovered caves are being discovered about two centuries after the British military officer 

documented Tri-Rashmi Buddhist caves, which is also called as Pandav Leni, on a hill in Nashik.
•	 Antiquity of caves is yet to be established. They may have been dwellings of Buddhist monks
•	 Archaeologists believe, these caves could be older than Trirashmi caves.

About discovered caves
•	 These caves were discovered on opposite side of the current complex. They are about 70-80 feet above 

the existing complex and have been carved out of a steep hill. They look like monks’ dwellings and older 
than the current complex. Two of the caves have shared dwellings while third was perhaps occupied 
by one monk. All these caves comprise of verandahs and characteristic square stone platform for 
monks. They have special arrangements for monks to meditate. Caves also have images of Buddha & 
Bodhisattvas and sculptures with designs of Indo-Greek architecture.

Background
•	 The Buddhist sculptures and caves are a significant example of “Indian rock-cut architecture” which 

represent Hinayana tradition of Buddhism.

About Pandavleni caves:
•	 Pandavleni caves were earlier called as ‘Trirashmi caves’. These caves are a group of 25 caves, carved out 

of Tri-Rashmi Hill between 2nd century BC and 6th century AD. Vihara and the Chaitya are the main 
caves among 25 caves. Complex of the cave was documented in 1823 by Captain James Delamaine. It is 
an ASI protected site and a famous tourist destination.

Khyati Khare

Revamped Health Schemes

Context:
Union Health Minister, Dr. Harsh Vardhan, 
launched revamped health schemes and has 
digitized the versions of Flagship Health 
Schemes. Schemes were launched on IT 
platform of National Health Authority 
(NHA)

Key Points
Harsh Vardhan launched revamped Central 
Government Health Schemes (CGHS) 
apart from Umbrella Schemes of Rashtriya 
Arogya Nidhi (RAN) and Health Minister’s 
Discretionary Grant (HMDG). Now all the 
schemes have become paperless, cashless 
and citizen-centric.
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Why schemes were revamped?
According to the health minister, poor and needy people of country were unable to avail benefits of all 
these flagship health schemes of central scheme because of lack of timely intervention, delayed response and 
other such hurdles. Thus, schemes have been revamped and digitized which will enable smooth delivery of 
healthcare services to eligible beneficiaries under by making entire process paperless.

Central Government Health Scheme (CGHS)
CGHS is comprehensive health scheme to serve pensioners, employees, ex-MPs, Members of Parliament and 
dependent family members. Scheme has been extended across 72 cities and about 38 lakh beneficiaries are 
availing benefits under it within since last 7 years.

Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi
This scheme was launched to provide financial assistance of Rs. 15 lakh to poor patients suffering from major 
life-threatening diseases or rare diseases or cancer. The person is treated at government hospital. Beneficiaries 
are decided on the basis of BPL threshold in States and Union Territories.

Khyati Khare

K.P. Krishnan Committee

Context:
Dr. K.P. Krishnan committee on “Variable Capital Company” has submitted its report to International 
Financial Services centres Authority (IFSCA) regarding feasibility of Variable Capital Companies in 
International Financial Services Centres in India. Background IFSCA had set up K.P. Krishnan committee 
to explore potential for allowing variable capital company (VCC) as an additional option using which asset 
managers could pool investors’ funds.
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Variable Capital Company (VCC)
VCC is an alternative form of corporate vehicle which can be used for open-ended as well as closed-ended 
alternative and traditional fund strategies. It is a corporate vehicle with flexible capital because of which 
shares are created when investments are made and shares are readily redeemable by shareholders. It has been 
designed for fund management industry.

Recommendations of K.P. Krishnan Committee
VCC structure dispenses with some of key limitations of companies and LLPs. It provides for higher regulatory 
standards. Committee assessed features of VCC or its equivalent, in jurisdictions of Singapore, UK, Ireland 
and Luxembourg. It recommended to adopt a VCC-like legal structure to conduct fund management activity 
in IFSCs. It recognized that, legal framework governing entities which undertake fund management should 
provide certainty and clarity to each.

Khyati Khare

Saving Biodiversity, Securing Earth’s Future 
(GS-3, The Hindu, Environment)

Context:
5th June environment day which shows the commitment of humanity towards preservation of the 
environment. COVID-19 pandemic and increasing climate change shows the divergence of humanity from 
the environment.
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Value of forest:
•	 Estimates suggest our forests alone may yield services worth more than a trillion rupees per year.
•	 Globally, we have lost 7% intact forests since 2000
•	 Climate change and the ongoing pandemic will put additional stresses on our natural ecosystems
•	 Preserving biodiversity is directly relevant to the social, economic, and environmental wellbeing of our 

people

What india is doing:
•	 PMSTIAC in consultation with the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change and other 

Ministries approved an ambitious National Mission on Biodiversity and Human WellBeing (NMBHWB)

National Mission on Biodiversity and Human WellBeing (NMBHWB)
•	 The Mission will strengthen the science of restoring, conserving, and sustainably utilising India’s natural 

heritage
•	 Establish a citizen and policy oriented biodiversity information system
•	 Enhance capacity across all sectors for the realisation of India’s national biodiversity targets
•	 Mission will allow India (home to nearly 8% of global biodiversity on just 2.3% of global land area
•	 The pandemic has exposed the dysfunctional relationship between humanity and nature.

 ▶ The emergence of infectious diseases
 ▶ Lack of food and nutritional security
 ▶ Rural unemployment; and climate change
 ▶ with all its stresses on nature, rural landscapes

•	 The Mission offers
 ▶ A holistic framework
 ▶ Integrated approaches
 ▶ Widespread societal participation.

•	 Mission programmes will offer naturebased solutions to numerous environmental challenges, including 
degradation of rivers, forests, and soils, and ongoing threats from climate change.

•	 “One Health” programme, integrating human health with animal, plant, soil and environment.
•	 Additional programmes, directed at food and nutritional security, will in turn also influence public 

health outcomes

Way forward:
•	 We need a strong and extensive cadre of human resources.
•	 Training professionals of the highest calibre in sustainability
•	 Investment in civil society outreach.

Swarn Singh
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The Time to Limit Global Warming is Melting Away 
(The Hindu, GS-3, Environment)

Context:
5th June environment day which shows the commitment of humanity towards preservation of the 
environment. COVID-19 pandemic and increasing climate change shows the divergence of humanity from 
the environment. World Environment Day (June 5) is an important moment to take stock on climate change.

India’s response to climate crises:
•	 India has a strong record on tackling climate change.
•	 impressive domestic targets to have 450GW of renewable energy by 2030.
•	 establishing the International Solar Alliance.
•	 establishing the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).
•	 2030 UK India Roadmap to work closely together on the bestways to drive the green growth.
•	 Paris Agreement, to limit global temperature rises to well below 2°C, aiming for 1.5°C

What amount we need to cut in order for paris agreement:
•	 Tracker estimates that countries’ current emissions:

Way forward as according to the U.K.
•	 U.K. is pressing for urgent action around four key goals
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•	 keep 1.5°C within reach, globally, we need to reach net zero by the middle of this century. 
•	 2nd goal is to protect people and nature from the worst effects of climate change
•	 3rd one is for developed countries to deliver the $100 billion they promised annually to support 

developing countries. 
•	 We must work together to deliver on these goals.

Swarn Singh

Two Cheers (The Hindu, Economy, GS-3)

Context:
Recently NITI Ayog has published the report of SDG index. This index reveals how states are performing to 
achieve SDG goals according to UN. 
•	 Kerala has topped in the SDG.
•	 Clean water, sanitation and in energy every state performant better.
•	 major decline in the areas of industry, innovation and infrastructure 
•	 The SDG on inequality shows an improvement over 2019

Issue:
•	 SDGs on eradication of poverty and hunger, measures 

 ▶ Related to the availability of affordable, clean energy in particular, showed improvements across 
several States and Union Territories, but changed methodology became a issue

•	 Persisting socioeconomic and governance disparities
•	 The 202021 Index drops several economic indicators and gives greater weightage to social equality 

indicators
•	 Dropping the wellrecognised Gini coefficient measure
•	 The SDG score on inequality seems to have missed out on capturing the impact of the pandemic on 

wealth inequality
•	 Lack of adequate measurement of economic inequality seems to be a glaring miss.

Swarn Singh

Merapi Volcano Erupts

Context:
As per Geological Disaster Technology Research and Development Centre, Indonesia’s Merapi volcano 
erupted four times with lava spreading to 1,500 metres from crater.

Most Active Volcano
Merapi is considered as Indonesia’s most active volcano. It erupted four times and experienced 43 avalanche 
earthquakes. Mountain was belching thick white smokes as high as 50 meters above the mountain’s peak.



36
www.plutusias.com

Mount Merapi
In Indonesian and Javanese language, Merapi means fire mountain. It is an active stratovolcano located on 
border of Central Java and Yogyakarta in Indonesia. The most active volcano, has erupted regularly since 
1548. It is located near Yogyakarta city with population of 2.4 million. Several people live in villages on 
flanks of volcano as high as 1,700 metres which result into fatalities. It has been designated as one of Decade 
Volcanoes.

Central Java
This province of Indonesia is located in middle of Java Island. Its administrative capital is Semarang. It is 
surrounded by West Java, Indian Ocean, Special Region of Yogyakarta, East Java and Java Sea. It is the third-
most populous province in Java as well as in Indonesia after West Java and East Java.

Special Region of Yogyakarta
It is a provincial-level autonomous region of Indonesia in south Java. It is bordered by Indian Ocean and 
share border with Central Java. Province is ruled by Yogyakarta Sultanate. Thus, it is an officially recognized 
monarchy within government of Indonesia. It a popular tourist destination and cultural centre.

Khyati Khare
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EAGLE Act

Context:
US House of Representatives has 
reintroduced bipartisan legislation 
to eliminate per country cap on 
employment-based green card. 
This legislation is called as Eagle 
Act and was introduced to benefit 
Indian IT professionals who are 
waiting over decades for green 
card.

What is EAGLE Act, 
2021?
It is called as “Equal Access to 
Green cards for Legal Employment 
Act”. It proposes to phase out limit 
of seven per cent per-country on 
employment-based immigrant vi-
sas. It also seeks to raise seven per cent per-country limit to 15 percent on family-sponsored visas.

How will it help Indians?
Due to existing cap, a person from a large-population country like India with extraordinary qualifications, 
who could contribute to US economy & create jobs, waits behind person with lesser qualifications from small 
country. Thus, new legislation will reduce waiting time for Indian professionals.

Background:
Fairness for High Skilled Immigrants Act is predecessor of Eagle act. It was passed in House in 116th Congress 
with a resounding bipartisan vote of 365 to 65.

Indian Migrants to United States:
Immigration from India to US started in early 19th century when Indian immigrants started to settle in 
communities along the West Coast. They originally arrived in small numbers but as new opportunities 
opened up in middle of 20th century, population grew larger in following decades. As of 2019, more than 2.7 
million Indian immigrants reside in United States. Indian immigrants account for l6 percent of U.S. foreign-
born population. Thus, they are second largest immigrant group in country after Mexicans.

Khyati Khare


