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Media and Sedition (The Hindu, Governance, GS-2)

Context:
Sedition which is a colonial legacy, is included under IPC 124A. Recent case of Dua case which was quashed 
by the court, where the court specifically said that criticism of the government can’t be included under 
Sedition.
•	 Included in IPC 1870. IPC 1860 was included by the meccaly committee.
•	 124A was included on the recommendation of Sir James Stephe
•	 first used to prosecute Bal Gangadhar Tilak in 1897.

Supreme court case:
•	 In 1995, the SC, in Balwant Singh vs State of Punjab, held that mere sloganeering which evoked no 

public response did not amount to sedition.
•	 Section 124A of the IPC, the provision for sedition, set out in Kedar Nath Singh (1962).

 ▶ Criticism does not tantamount to sedition.
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Way forward:
•	 The higher judiciary should use its supervisory powers to sensitize People, the magistracy and police to 

the constitutional provisions protecting free speech.
•	 The definition of sedition should be narrowed down
•	 Civil society must take the lead to raise awareness.

–Swarn Singh

Diminishing Options (The Hindu, GS-3, Economy)

Context:
Increase in the inflation in this COVID-19 times is influencing the monetary policy. RBI has taken the 
monetary policy on standstill i.e. neither increase or decrease in the repo rate.

What is Monetary Policy:
•	 It is a tool pursued by the RBI in a quantitative way to increase the decrease the repo rate.
•	 Monetary policy committee decides the matter which consists of 3 person from RBI and 3 from 

government
•	 The RBI governor is the ex-officio chairman of the committee.
•	 The RBI governor has the casting vote.

What to do in Case of Inflation:
•	 Decrease the money supply to contain the inflation.
•	 But COVID-19 restrictions led to decrease in the production so too much money is chasing the few 

goods.
•	 But post-restrictions increase in the production will ultimately led to decrease in the inflation.

–Swarn Singh
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Participatory Irrigation Management

Context:
The term participatory irrigation management (PIM) refers to the participation of irrigation users, i.e., 
farmers, in the management of irrigation systems. It is done by creating local water regulatory bodies like 
Pani Panchayat or Water Users’ Associations (WUAs).

Objectives of PIM
•	 Creating a sense of ownership of water resources and the irrigation system among the users, so as to 

promote the economy in water use and preservation of the system.
•	 Improving service deliveries through better operation and maintenance of the irrigation systems.
•	 Achieving optimum utilization of available resources, precisely as per crop needs.
•	 Increasing production per unit of water, where water is scarce and to increase production per unit of 

land where water is adequate.

Constraints in Implementation of PIM
Lack of legal backup and policy changes: In many States, there is no or very little legal back up and clear-cut 
policy decisions at the Government level to take up PIM.
 System deficiency: There are many problems like deterioration of old control and measuring structure, 
leakages and seepage at various places, erosion of banks and beds. These problems hinder farmers from 
taking over irrigation management.
 Uncertainty of Water Availability: Farmers are reluctant to take on the responsibility for managing the 
system unless deliveries of water are made reliable, flexible, practical and responsive to need.
 Fear of financial viability: Farmers are apprehensive to take irrigation management, due to the absence 
of surety of finance, it would be difficult for them to fulfil the requirement of funds for operation and 
maintenance.
 Demographic Diversity: Due to variation in economic, ethnic, education levels etc. diversity of farmers, 
PIM is taking much time in India.
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Way Forward:
Rationalization of Water Rates: There is a dire need for rationalization of water rates so as to meet the 
expenditure on account of Maintenance of the irrigation system.
 Women’s Role in PIM: Considering the importance of women in terms of their numerical strength and 
the significant contribution they make to the agriculture labor force, there is a need for women to play an 
important role in the PIM.
 Need For A Legal Framework: A model act can be framed by the parliament, which will ensure the 
systemic involvement of beneficiaries in the management of the irrigation system at various levels.

–Khyati Khare

Indo Russia Geometry

Context:
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov was in New Delhi on a two-day visit to India and held delegation 
level talks with his Indian counterpart.

Background:
Relations with Russia are a key pillar of India’s foreign policy, and Russia has been a longstanding time-tested 
partner of India. Both countries signed “Declaration on the India-Russia Strategic Partnership” in October 
2000. Traditionally, the Indo-Russian strategic partnership has been built on five major components: politics, 
defence, civil nuclear energy, anti-terrorism co-operation and space.

Why Russia is Important for India?
•	 The historical character of the bilateral relationship.
•	 Even as India is diversifying its defense trade partners, Russia still dominates the Indian defense 

inventory to the tune of about 70 per cent.
•	 Russia remains the only partner that is still willing to give India critical technologies, such as a nuclear 

submarine.
•	 The emerging Russia-China strategic relationship has important security consequences for India.
•	 Russia also reaffirmed its “unwavering support” to India for a permanent seat in an expanded UN 

Security Council.
•	 Russia expressed its support for India’s membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group.
•	 Both countries have mutual benefits in supporting struggle against terrorism, Afghanistan, climate 

change; organisations like SCO, BRICS, G-20 and ASEAN..

Economic ties:
•	 Russia-India trade has not grown to great heights despite the encouragement of both states.
•	 Russia sees India – one of the fastest growing economies in the world – as a country that could alleviate 

Russia’s economic problems. Make in India initiative has welcomed Russian companies from the public 
and private sectors.
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•	 Russian firms have shown a willingness to invest in India in construction, major infrastructure projects 
such as dedicated freight corridors and industrial clusters, smart cities, and engineering services, sharing 
technologies and skills.

•	 Indian companies are exploring major investment options in Russia, especially in natural resources 
such as coal, fertilizers, hydrocarbons, minerals, and rare earth metals.

•	 Trade and investment relations are not up to the mark and this needs improvements.

Energy Ties:
•	 The Russia-India investments in the oil and gas sector and exports to third countries need to be energised.
•	 Russia is an important partner in peaceful uses of nuclear energy and it recognizes India as a country 

with advanced nuclear technology with an impeccable non-proliferation record.
•	 Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP) is being built in India with Russian cooperation.

Political Ties:
•	 New Delhi needs Moscow’s support in the former’s bid for a permanent seat on the UN Security Council.
•	 The Russians have backed the Indian position on Kashmir.
•	 India and Russia are engaged in several multilateral efforts that are greatly favoured by Russia such as 

the BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation.
•	 Annual Summit meeting is the highest institutionalized dialogue mechanism under the Strategic 

Partnership
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Issues of Terrorism:
•	 Counterterrorism is another area where both countries find a convergence of interest.
•	 Both countries strongly condemned terrorism in all its forms, stressing the need for an effective global 

effort in dealing with the terrorist menace.
•	 They also called for the elimination, once and for all, of all terrorist “safe havens,” presumably referring 

to Pakistan.
•	 India and Russia also share concerns about the aggravation of the security situation in Afghanistan, 

including along its borders.
•	 India openly shared Russia’s concerns over developments in Syria.
•	 India’s stance on Syria will certainly help cement its ties with Russia countering the earlier feeling that 

India was not coming forward to support Russia in difficult times.

Cultural Cooperation:
•	 There is a strong tradition of Indian studies in Russia.
•	 Apart from Hindi, languages such as Tamil, Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali, Urdu, Sanskrit and Pali are 

taught in Russian Institutions.
•	 There is general interest among Russian people in Indian dance, music, yoga and ayurveda.
•	 There are regular cultural initiatives to promote people-to-people contacts between India and Russia

Way Forward:
•	 India-Russian relationship is passing through an interesting phase.
•	 There are bilateral challenges that need to be overcome.
•	 The defense deals and nuclear energy cooperation should keep the India-Russia relationship afloat.
•	 India has to rebuild on its strengths and common concerns with the Russians.
•	 Need to focus on increasing trade and investment ties between India and Russia.
•	 India must attract Russian investors to tap the vast opportunities in India’s infrastructure space.

-Khyati Khare

Black Carbon and Glacier Melting

Context:
The report titled “Glaciers of the Himalayas: Climate Change, Black Carbon and Regional Resilience” says 
that the glaciers are melting faster than the global average ice mass. However, the strong policy on black 
carbon can sharply cut glacier melt. The research report is released by the World Bank and covers the Hi-
malaya, Karakoram, and Hindu Kush (HKHK) mountain ranges.

Black Carbon:
•	 Black carbon is a kind of an aerosol.
•	 An aerosol is a suspension of fine solid particles or liquid droplets in the air.
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•	 Among aerosols (such as brown carbon, sulphates), Black Carbon (BC) has been recognized as the 
second most important anthropogenic agent for climate change and the primary marker to understand 
the adverse effects caused by air pollution.

•	 It gets emitted from gas and diesel engines, coal-fired power plants, and other sources that burn fossil 
fuel. It comprises a significant portion of particulate matter or PM, which is an air pollutant.

Source of Black Carbon in Himalayan Region:
Industry (primarily brick kilns) and residential burning of solid fuel together account for 45-66% of regional 
anthropogenic (man-made) BC deposition, followed by on-road diesel fuels (7-18%) and open burning (less 
than 3% in all seasons) in the region.

Impact of Deposits of BC:
•	 It acts in two ways hastening the pace of glacier melt:
 1. By decreasing surface reflectance of sunlight.
 2. By raising the air temperature.
 3.  Rate of De-glaciation: The rate of retreat of HKHK glaciers is estimated to be 0.3 metres per year 

in the west to 1.0 metre per year in the east.
•	 Full implementation of current policies to mitigate BC can achieve a 23% reduction but enacting new 

policies and incorporating them through regional cooperation among countries can achieve enhanced 
benefits.

•	 National Mission on Sustaining Himalayan Ecosystem (NMSHE) is one such policy adopted in India. It 
is one of the eight missions under the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC).
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Measures to be Taken:
•	 In the Himalayas, reducing black carbon emissions from cookstoves, diesel engines, and open burning 

would have the greatest impact and could significantly reduce radiative forcing and help to maintain a 
greater portion of Himalayan glacier systems.

•	 Radiative forcing is a measure of the change in energy balance as a result of a change in a forcing 
agent (e.g., greenhouse gases, aerosol, cloud, and surface albedo) to affect the global energy balance and 
contribute to climate change.

Steps to be Taken by Regional Governments:
•	 Review the policies on water management, with an emphasis on basin-based regulation and use of price 

signals (value of a particular action) for efficiency.
•	 Careful planning and use of hydropower to reflect changes in water flows and availability.
•	 Increasing the efficiency of brick kilns through proven technologies.
•	 There must also be greater knowledge sharing in the region.

-Khyati Khare

Model Tenancy Act

Context:
Recently The Union Cabinet has approved the Model Tenancy Act to be sent to the States and Union 
Territories to enact legislation or amend laws on rental properties. The draft act had been published by the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs in 2019.

Highlights:
•	 Written Agreement is Mandatory- Mandatory for there to be a written agreement between the property 

owner and the tenant.
•	 Establishes Independent Authority and Rent Court- Establishes an independent authority in every state 

and UT for registration of tenancy agreements and even a separate court to take up tenancy-related 
disputes.

•	 Maximum Limit for Security Deposit- Limit the tenant’s advance security deposit to a maximum of two 
months rent for residential purposes and to a maximum of six months for non-residential purposes.

•	 Describes Rights and Obligations of Landlord and Tenant- The landlord will be responsible for 
structural repairs, except those necessitated by damage caused by the tenant, whitewashing of walls, 
and painting of doors and windows, etc. The tenant will be responsible for drain cleaning, switches, and 
socket repairs, kitchen fixtures repairs, replacement of glass panels in windows, doors, and maintenance 
of gardens and open spaces, among others.

•	 24-hour Prior Notice by the Landlord: A landowner will have to give 24-hour prior notice before 
entering the rented premises to carry out repairs or replacement.

•	 The mechanism for Vacating the Premises: If a landlord has fulfilled all the conditions stated in the 
rent agreement – giving notice, etc.- and the tenant fails to vacate the premises on the expiration of the 
period of tenancy or termination of tenancy, the landlord is entitled to double the monthly rent for two 
months and four times after that.
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Target Section:
It will apply to premises let out for residential, commercial, or educational use, but not for industrial use. It 
also won’t cover hotels, lodging houses, inns, etc. It will be applied prospectively and will not affect existing 
tenancies.

Significance of the Scheme:
•	 The authority will provide a speedy mechanism in resolving disputes and other related matters.
•	 It will help overhaul the legal framework for rental housing across the country.
•	 It will enable the creation of adequate rental housing stock for all the income groups, thereby addressing 

homelessness.
•	 It will enable the institutionalization of rental housing by gradually shifting it towards the formal market.
•	 It is expected to give a fillip to private participation in rental housing as a business model for addressing 

the huge housing shortage.

Challenges:
•	 The Act is not binding on the states as land and urban development remain state subjects.
•	 Like in the case with RERA (Real Estate (Regulation and Development Act), the fear is that states may 

choose not to follow guidelines, diluting the essence of the Model Act.

-Khyati Khare

Autonomy of Hong Kong

Context:
The Trump administration no longer regards Hong Kong as autonomous from mainland China. That sets 
the stage for the possible withdrawal of the preferential trade and financial status the U.S. accords the former 
British colony.
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Background:
•	 Hong Kong has long occupied a peculiar place in the international economic order. It’s not an 

independent country but can enter trade agreements with other states on its own.
•	 It sets its own taxes and has its own currency.
•	 Though it’s part of China, tariffs and customs control applied on Chinese goods don’t apply to Hong 

Kong.
•	 When the Hong Kong government attempted to introduce national security legislation in 2003, an 

estimated 500,000 people turned out to protest against the bill on July 1, 2003—the largest protest the 
city had seen since its handover from the U.K. The bill was eventually shelved.

•	 Since then, the city’s government hasn’t attempted to introduce the legislation again.
•	 Pressure to enact the bill has increased since widespread unrest erupted in June 2019.
•	 But following the new law, countries are re-evaluating whether the city should continue enjoying its 

special trade privileges, or be treated as just another mainland Chinese city.
•	 Hong Kong’s special status is now facing its most urgent crisis yet.

Reason:
•	 China’s legislature has approved controversial national security laws for Hong Kong.
•	 The legislation, aimed at stamping out protests that have rocked the city for the past year, would ban 

“any acts or activities” that endanger China’s national security, including separatism, subversion, and 
terrorism – charges often used in mainland China to silence dissidents and other political opponents.

•	 In short, the law bans sedition, secession, and subversion of China’s central government.
•	 The law will drastically broaden Beijing’s power over Hong Kong, which last year was roiled by anti-

government protests calling for greater democracy and more autonomy from mainland China.
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•	 It would also allow “national security agencies” – potentially Chinese security forces – to operate in the 
city.

•	 Critics say it threatens civil liberties in Hong Kong and undermines the “one country, two systems” 
arrangement that separates the region’s political, legal, and financial infrastructure from mainland 
China’s.

Present Status of Hong Kong:
•	 On 1 July 1997, Hong Kong became a Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China 

and the Basic Law came into effect.
•	 The Basic Law is the constitutional document of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.
•	 It enshrines within a legal document the important concepts of “one country, two systems”, “Hong Kong 

people administering Hong Kong” and a high degree of autonomy.
•	 According to the Basic Law, Hong Kong’s political system and way of life remain unchanged for 50 years.

The reaction of First and Second World Countries:
The move is widely considered a severe blow to Hong Kong’s promised autonomy
•	 In a joint statement, Australia, Canada, the UK, and the US said: “China’s decision to impose the new 

national security law on Hong Kong lies in direct conflict with its international obligations.”
•	 They called on Beijing to work with the Hong Kong government and people to find a “mutually 

acceptable accommodation”.
•	 The UK separately said it would extend visa rights for as many as 300,000 Hong Kong British national 

(overseas) passport holders if China does not change tack.

All about Special Status of Hong Kong:
•	 In the latest statement, US secretary of state Mike Pompeo declared that Hong Kong can no longer be 

deemed to have a high degree of autonomy from China.
•	 This designation underpins US-Hong Kong relations, as Washington has legislated that the city must 

remain “sufficiently autonomous” to justify special treatment from the US.
•	 Under the Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act passed last year in support of Hong Kong’s 

months-long pro-democracy protests, the US government must annually verify to Congress that the 
city remains autonomous from China, or risks losing its special status with the US.

•	 Hong Kong’s special trade and economic status with the US exempts it from the tariffs and export 
controls imposed by Washington on mainland China.

•	 US senators have already introduced a bill that would impose sanctions on Chinese officials and firms 
who violate freedoms in Hong Kong.

•	 The fallout could potentially be much wider, such as bringing an end to the extradition treaty between 
US and Hong Kong.

The reaction of China:
•	 China has threatened the US with countermeasures if Washington decides to punish Beijing for its 

plans to enact the national security law, saying other countries have no right to interfere with Hong 
Kong’s internal affairs.

•	 Some Hong Kong politicians, including the pro-Beijing lawmaker Regina Ip, have tried to dismiss the 
prospect of US sanctions by saying they wouldn’t affect the local economy very much.
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Its Impact on World Order:
•	 The US could impose targeted sanctions and roll back certain privileges.
•	 Or it could deploy arguably its most aggressive retaliatory tool and revoke Hong Kong’s special trade 

status.
•	 This is often referred to as the “nuclear” option and would be hugely damaging not just to Hong Kong’s 

economy, but also to a lot of US businesses.

Way Forward:
The US announcement is likely to infuriate Beijing and further strain relations between the two sides, 
following disputes over the coronavirus pandemic and a prolonged trade war.

-Khyati Khare

New Consulate General of India in Maldives

Context:
The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister has approved the opening of the first Consulate General 
of India in Addu City, the Maldives in 2021.

Key Highlights:
•	 The opening of a consulate general in Addu City will help augment India’s diplomatic presence in the 

Maldives and make it commensurate with the existing and aspired level of engagement.
•	 Augmentation of India’s diplomatic presence will provide market access for Indian companies and 

bolster Indian exports of goods and services.
•	 The opening of the consulate will also have a direct impact in augmenting domestic production and 

employment in line with the Indian government’s goal of a self-reliant India or Atmanirbhar Bharat.



14
www.plutusias.com

India – Maldives Relations:
•	 India and Maldives share ethnic, linguistic, cultural, religious and commercial links steeped in antiquity.
•	 Indians are the second largest expatriate community in the Maldives, with an approximate strength of 

22,000. About 25% of doctors and teachers in the Maldives are Indians.
•	 Maldives occupies an important place in the ‘Neighbourhood First Policy’ and the ‘SAGAR’ (Security 

and Growth for All in the Region) vision of the Government of India.
•	 Bilateral relations have also benefited from President Ibrahim Solih’s “India First” policy.
•	 India is currently implementing large infrastructure projects worth $2 billion, such as ports, roads, 

bridges, water and sanitation, in the Maldives.
•	 The Maldives also received considerable assistance from India since the outbreak of the Covid-19 

pandemic. It was the first country to receive made-in-India vaccines in January when New Delhi gifted 
100,000 doses.

•	 This was preceded by health and humanitarian assistance provided in 2020, including nearly 12 tonnes 
of medicines, and a soft loan of $250 million for budgetary support.

India’s Neighbourhood First Policy:
•	 “Neighbourhood First Policy” is part of India’s foreign policy that accords primacy to nations in India’s 

periphery.
•	 It also includes in its ambit the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 

Cooperation (BIMSTEC) —a grouping that includes almost all countries of South Asia and some in 
South-East Asia.

-Khyati Khare

China’s Meeting with ASEAN: Warning or Challenge to QUAD

Context:
China is hosting a virtual meeting of ASEAN ministers on 7th and 8th June trying for financial cooperation 
and aligning COVID-19 restoration despite its criticism from Quad members.
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Key Points of the Meeting:
•	 This meet was a mark of the 30th anniversary of relations and similarly ‘focus on combating COVID-19, 

promoting economic recovery, [and] better dovetail[ing] strategic plans.’
•	 The discussion will also be about vaccine passports between China and ASEAN members and also 

about Lancang-Mekong Cooperation (LMC) with Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam. 
China’s focus is possible on deepening financial relations after the signing of the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) commerce deal.

•	 China assumes that it is the US that has prompted the Philippines and Malaysia to raise disputes over 
the South China Sea dispute and it also forces ASEAN countries to confront China.

•	 China has termed Quad grouping as an ‘Asian NATO’ that has been criticized by group members.

QUAD:
The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD, also known as the Quad) is an informal strategic alliance between 
the United States, Japan, Australia, and India that is maintained by talks between member countries. The 
diplomatic and military arrangement was widely viewed as a response to increased Chinese economic and 
military power, and the Chinese government responded to the Quadrilateral dialogue by issuing formal 
diplomatic protests to its members.

-Khyati Khare

Human Trafficking: Are We Revolving the Needles Anticlockwise

Context:
In the recent controversy over human trafficking and bonded labor in Punjab, the Hon’ble Supreme Court of 
India has defined the concept of bonded labor.

Background of the recent case in Punjab:
•	 Recently a dispute has arisen in the matter of human trafficking and bonded labor in Punjab.
•	 Ministry of Home Affairs released an advisory related to human trafficking in the border areas of Punjab.
•	 In the context of this advisory, a rumor was born that the Ministry of Home Affairs has held the farmers 

of Punjab responsible for human trafficking, although the Ministry of Home Affairs gives an explanation 
on this issue.

•	 In this dispute, the Supreme Court said that forced labor to pay less than the required salary is bonded 
labor.

Human Trafficking:
•	 Human trafficking is the process of trapping people through violence, deception, or coercion and 

exploiting them for financial or personal gain.
•	 Data has shown in trafficking, girls are compelled to sexually exploit. At the same time, individuals 

are forced to accept a risky work offer and work in construction sites, farms or factories. Women are 
recruited to work in private homes.

•	 This is a common problem in the border regions of India.
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•	 Sexual exploitation, forced labor, promotion of begging, crime (such as increasing cannabis or dealing 
with drugs), domestic slavery, marriage or organ removal, etc. are the results of human trafficking.

Data related to Human Trafficking:
•	 As estimated by the United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime (UNODC) The most trafficked sections 

are women. 51% of trafficking victims in the world are women. 28% of children and 21% of men are 
victims of human trafficking.

•	 While smuggling comprises 63% of males and 37% of females. 72% of the women exploited in the sex 
industry are women. 43% of the victims are within national boundaries.

Some Constitutional and legislative provisions related to human 
trafficking:
•	 Article 21 of the Indian Constitution put forward the concept of a dignified life.
•	 Under Article 23 (1) of the Indian Constitution, human transport prohibits labor and trafficking in 

persons. The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 (ITPA) is the principal legislation for the prevention 
of trafficking for commercial sexual exploitation.

•	 The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2013 replaces Section 370 of the Indian Penal Code with Sections 
370 and 370A IPC, which provides comprehensive measures to prevent human trafficking.

•	 Other specific laws related to trafficking in women and children are the Child Marriage Prohibition Act, 
2006, Bonded Labor System (Abolition) Act, 1976, Child Labor (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986, 
Violation of Human Organization Act, 1994.

•	 State governments have also enacted specific laws to deal with this issue. (Example Punjab Prevention 
of Human Smuggling Act, 2012)

•	 The Government of India is working on a plan to fight human trafficking through four ‘P’ models 
Prosecution (Prosecution), Protection (Prevention), Prevention (Prevention), and Partnership 
(Participation).

Measures Taken by Government of India:
Administrative Measures:
1. Anti Trafficking Cell (ATC): An Anti-Trafficking Nodal Cell was set up in the Ministry of Home Affairs 

(MHA) of the Central Government (CS Division in 2006) to communicate various decisions and follow 
the action taken by the State Governments.

2. Ministry of Home Affairs: Ministry conducts coordination meetings with the Nodal Officers of 
designated anti-human trafficking units in all the States / Union Territories to solve the problem of 
human trafficking.

Some Steps of Home Ministry are as follows:-
•	 Ministry is working on effectiveness to combat the crime of human trafficking and increase accountability 

of law enforcement machinery, the Ministry of Home Affairs has issued a comprehensive advisory to 
all states / UTs.

•	 As part of a comprehensive scheme, the Ministry of Home Affairs has released funds for setting up 
anti-human trafficking units in 270 districts of the country in response to the law enforcement against 
trafficking of persons through training and capacity building in India.
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3. Strengthening Capacity Building:
•	 To enhance the capacity building of law enforcement agencies and create awareness among them, police 

officers are trained at the regional level, state level, and district level civil officers.
4. Measures Taken by the Indian Judicial system:
•	 To train and sensitize the judicial officers of the trial court, human trafficking involves judicial colloquial 

hearings at the High Court level. The objective is to sensitize the judicial authorities about various issues 
related to human trafficking and ensure speedy court proceedings.

•	 So far, eleven judicial colloquies have been held in Chandigarh, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Chhattisgarh, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, and Odisha.

International conventions on Human Trafficking:
•	 India has ratified the United Nations Convention on Transnational Organized Crime (UNCTOC) as 

the prevention, suppression, and punishment of trafficking, particularly in women and children.
•	 India has ratified the SAARC Convention on the Prevention and Combination of Trafficking in Women 

and Children for Prostitution. A regional task force was formed to implement the SAARC Conference.
•	 A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on bilateral cooperation for the prevention of human 

trafficking in women and children between India and Bangladesh, rescue, recovery, repatriation, and 
reintegration of victims of trafficking was signed in June 2015.

Way forward:
•	 Experts observe that the main problem of human trafficking here is that in this human being is treated 

like a commodity and it causes human dignity to be violated. Its practice in a democratic country like 
India presents a negative image of India.

•	 To conquer the problem of Human Trafficking, it is necessary that the concept of socioeconomic and 
political justice described in the Preamble of India be ensured to all the citizens, to achieve the goal of 
fraternity.

-Khyati Khare

State Interventions, Lakshadweep’s Future (Polity and 
Governance, GS-2, The Hindu)

Context:
Administration in the lakshadweep took the administrative decision for the reforms. On this point 4 
legislations or laws/ rules have been enacted.

What are those legislation:
1. The Lakshadweep Animal Preservation Regulation, 2021;
2. The Prevention of Anti-Social Activities Regulation (PASA);
3. The Lakshadweep Panchayat Regulation, 2021 and
4. Lakshadweep Development Authority Regulation 2021.
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What is lakshadweep:
•	 India’s smallest Union Territory
•	 It is an archipelago consisting of 36 islands
•	 Directly comes under the control of the Centre through an administrator.
•	 The Capital is Kavaratti
•	 Pitti island has a bird sanctuary.
•	 All are of coral origin (Atoll) and are surrounded by fringing reefs.

There are three main group of islands:
1. Amindivi Islands
2. Laccadive Islands
3. Minicoy Island.

Socio-economy of society:
•	 The society is matriarchal.
•	 The religion is Islam.
•	 It also gives India a huge and exclusive economic zone with three distinct ecosystems: land, lagoon and 

ocean.
•	 Fishing is a primary occupation here.
•	 The language is Malayalam but in Minicoy it is Mahl.
•	 Vatteluttu was the earliest script used with its Sanskrit component.

Issue:
•	 Administrator’s interference in the life of islander

 ▶ Introduction of beef ban

The Goonda Act:
•	 AlreadyVery less crime rate
•	 Revoking of restrictions on alcohol for benefit of tourism is the one of issue.
•	 Mandatory quarantine if the island bound travellers
•	 Panchayat rules designed to restrict or decrease the population growth in a territory

 ▶ According to NHFS-5 (2019-20), the total fertility rate is 1.4 (which is far behind the national 
average of 2.2)

What can be the effects of these rules:
•	 ‘One island, one resort’ policy has kept pressure on reefs low due to a wide distribution of the tourist 

population.
•	 The business model is about giving coral reefs economic significance

 ▶ Rich and healthy reefs are essential for private capital’s
•	 Tourists will come because of the natural beauty and the sheer amount of marine life in insland
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•	 Regulation is limited to ban on reef fishing and collection of corals, having no certainty to land 
acquisition that land will be acquitted by government

•	 Issue of Groundwater will be lost:-
 ▶ Groundwater occurs as a thin lens floating over the seawater and is tapped by open wells replenished 

by the monsoon;
•	 New draft legislation seeks preventive detention for ‘anti social activities’, and covers “cruel person” and 

“depredator of environment”.

Why “no” to Maldives Model
•	 It will damage the socio economic fabric of island society
•	 Environmental destruction
•	 Grabbing of land by the cement mafias
•	 A new plan for Lakshadweep should be based on industry had to be people-centric and enrich the 

fragile coral ecology.
•	 Excessive centralisation

–Swarn Singh

A Necessary Reversion (The Hindu, Governance,GS-2)

Context:
Government’s COVID-19 policy went haywire when the central government decided for decentralisation of 
procurement of vaccines. Now because of the pressure from the media and the supreme court continuously 
asking about the centrality of procurement led to change inthe heart of central government.
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Why Government has Adopted a Decentralised Policy:
•	 To decrease the fiscal deficit.
•	 To give authority to the state so that they can act according to circumstances.
•	 Health is a state subject.

Effects of centralised covid policy:
•	 New and economic price discovery of COVID drug.
•	 One price for all states.
•	 Now procurement will be done by the central government there by a unified vaccine policy.
•	 State will have their administrative command

Challenges Faced by India:
•	 Covid-19 is a airborne disease and also spread through contact with the surface.
•	 A huge and highly vulnerable Population
•	 Poor Public Hygiene despite the “Swachh Bharat (Clean India)” movements.
•	 As many people spit and sneeze openly on the roadside and on public walls
•	 The incubation period is not very accurate.
•	 Covid-19 usually follows what is known as a biphasic or dual-phase infection.
•	 Super Spreader Disease.
•	 Rumours on Social Media: people tend to rely on social media platforms where rumours spread faster 

than the virus.

Weaknesses in Indian Model:
Institutional (Government and Governance) and Infrastructure:
•	 Lack of testing kits + relief materials like medical equipment, PPE, masks, and ventilators.
•	 Challenges in manufacturing testing kits and relief material indigenously and they are making india 

dependent on imports

Community and Civil Society:
•	 Lack of awareness among specific sections of the society , ignorance of society
•	 Psychological barrier relating to isolation
•	 Highly susceptible to diseases and poor immunity (India ranks 135 out of 195 on UNDP Health Index
•	 High incubation period ranging from 1 day to 14 days

Academicians and Practitioners
•	 Shortage of emergency healthcare infrastructure and professionals:

 ▶ Doctor to patient ratio: 1:1445
 ▶ Hospital beds to people ratio: 0.7:1000
 ▶ Ventilators to population ratio 40000: 1.3bn

Innovation and Economy Drivers
Lack of flexible employee working arrangements –Swarn Singh
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Global Minimum Tax

Context:
At the G-7 meet held in London on 5th June 2021, a historic agreement was made to set the Global minimum 
tax rate.

Key points related to Global Minimum Tax:
•	 The main aim of the deal is to end the “30-year race to the bottom on corporate tax rates” as countries 

compete to attract multinationals.
•	 Major global economies are focusing on dispiriting multinationals from shifting profits and tax revenues 

to low-tax countries despite where their sales are made.
•	 Gradually, income from non-physical sources such as drug patents, software, and royalties on intellectual 

property has drifted to these jurisdictions, permitting companies to avoid paying higher taxes in their 
traditional home countries.

•	 The Biden administration hopes to reduce such tax base erosion without placing American firms at 
a financial disadvantage with its proposal for a minimum 15% tax rate and allowing competition on 
innovation, infrastructure, and other features.

•	 The ‘Global Intangible Low-Taxed Income,’ (GILTI), tax rate was only 10.5% – half the domestic 
corporate tax rate.

•	 The G7 talks feed into a much broader, existing effort. The Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) has been synchronizing tax negotiations among 140 countries for years on rules 
for taxing cross-border digital services and holding back tax base erosion, including a global corporate 
minimum tax.

•	 The OECD and G20 countries plan to reach an agreement on both by mid-year, but the talks on a global 
corporate minimum are technically simpler and less disputable. If a broad consensus is reached, it will 
be extremely hard for any low-tax country to try and block an agreement.

•	 The minimum is expected to make up the bulk of the $50 billion-$80 billion in extra tax that the OECD 
estimates firms will end up paying globally under deals on both fronts.
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Mechanism of Global Minimum Work:
•	 The global minimum tax rate would apply to profits earned abroad.
•	 Governments could still set whatever local corporate tax rate they want, but if companies pay lower 

rates in a particular country, their home governments could “top-up” their taxes to the minimum rate, 
eradicating the benefit of shifting profits.

•	 The basic design of the minimum tax is not the concern but the rate is the most difficult issue.
•	 The discussion aims around the U.S. proposal of a minimum global corporation tax rate of 15% – above 

the level in countries such as Ireland but below the lowest G7 level.
•	 Any final agreement to this could pose a major consequence for low-tax countries and tax havens.
•	 The Irish economy has roared with the inflow of billions of dollars in investment from multinationals. 

Dublin, which has countered European Union efforts to harmonize its tax rules, is doubtful to accept a 
higher minimum rate without a fight.

•	 However, the battle for low-tax countries is less likely to be about ruining the overall talks and more about 
raising support for a minimum rate as close as possible to its 12.5% or looking for certain exemptions.

–Khyati Khare

Draft Rules for the Live Streaming of Court Proceedings

Context:
•	 The Supreme Court has released the Draft Model Rules for Live-Streaming and Recording of Court 

Proceedings recently.
•	 These Rules are part of the National Policy and Action Plan for the implementation of Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) in the judiciary.
•	 The Rules have to cover live-streaming and recording of proceedings in the High Courts, lower courts, 

and tribunals. Earlier, the Chief Justice of India (CJI) launched a tool of Artificial Intelligence (AI) based 
portal SUPACE in the judicial system aimed at assisting judges with legal research.
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Background:
•	 The Supreme Court in Swapnil Tripathi v Supreme Court of India (2018) had ruled in the favour of 

opening up the apex court through live-streaming.
•	 Apex court has held that the live streaming proceedings are part of the right to access justice under 

Article 21 (Protection of Life and Personal Liberty) of the Indian Constitution
•	 Gujarat High Court was the first high court that presented Livestream court proceedings followed by 

Karnataka high court.

Draft Rules:
•	 Telecast of Proceedings: All the proceedings in high courts can be telecast except the cases relating to 

matrimonial disputes, gender-based violence, those involving minors, and “cases, which in the opinion 
of the Bench, may provoke enmity and anger amongst societies likely to result in a breach of law and 
order”.

•	 Deciding Authority: The final decision as to whether or not to allow the Live-streaming of the 
Proceedings of cases, however, the decision of the Bench will be guided by the principle of an open and 
transparent established judicial process. The decision of the Bench shall not be justiciable.

•	 Objections: The rules allow for objections that can be filed against live streaming in specific cases at the 
stage of filing the case or at a later stage.

•	 Record of Proceedings: The draft rules have permitted for archiving of court proceedings for six 
months. The use of authorized recordings in their original form can be permitted by the court, inter-
alia to disseminate news and for training, academic and educational purposes, etc.

Restrictions are as follows:
•	 The Discussion amongst honorable judges notes made by them during hearings or communication 

between the advocate and their client will neither be telecast live nor archived.
•	 The rules have also prohibited recording or sharing the telecast on media platforms, including social 

media and messaging platforms, unless authorized by the court.
•	 Recordings can not be used for any commercial, promotional purposes, or advertising in any form.

Advantages:
•	 It can make the justice delivery system more affordable, transparent, speedy trials, and accountable by 

limiting the paper filings.
•	 It can be a time-saving process and hence can reduce the backlog of all pending cases and reduce the 

number of unscrupulous activities.

Concerns Raised by Experts:
•	 There is a shortage of technical manpower in courts and a lack of awareness amongst litigants, advocates 

and their acceptance of the system change.
•	 It may result in a cybersecurity threat.
•	 The live streaming of the Courts can be susceptible to abuse. Thus, issues of privacy may arise in the 

country.
•	 Infrastructure, especially internet connectivity is a very big challenge in implementing the live 

proceedings of Courts.
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Way Forward:
•	 There is a need in our country for the deployment of a security system that provides secure access to 

case information for appropriate parties.
•	 Further, the government needs to develop the infrastructure that is necessary to support the e-court 

project.
•	 The Solutions that can address the challenges such as inordinate delays in disposal of cases in courts, 

facilitating access to the speedy resolution of commercial disputes by economic operators, making the 
justice system user friendly and affordable to all, and improving the quality of legal aid services in the 
country would be a welcoming step to drive the functioning of e-courts.

-Khyati Khare

BRICS and China

Context:
Recently the BRICS foreign minister meeting was held virtually.

The outcome of the meeting:
At the end of the meeting, two statements is released
•	 First is on the “Meeting of the BRICS Ministers of Foreign Affairs/International Relations”
•	 The second is on “BRICS Joint Statement on Strengthening and Reforming the Multilateral System”.

China’s Instance:
1. BRICS countries should pursue openness, inclusiveness, and cooperation, and reject “bloc politics and 

ideological confrontation”.
2. The BRICS countries are emerging markets and different from a few developed countries in their 

approach towards multilateralism and multilateral cooperation.
3. The BRICS countries emphasized the need to observe the purposes and principles of the UN Charter 

and are opposing exceptionalism and double standard.
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Impact on World Order:
•	 These statements are revealing that China is totally in opposition to the formation of the QUAD grouping 

amongst the US, India, Australia, and Japan.
•	 China believes that this group is targeting or harming the interests of third parties.

BRICS:
1. BRICS is an acronym for the group of the countries of the world’s leading emerging economies, namely 

Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa.
2. The British Economist Jim O’Neill coined the term BRIC to describe the four emerging economies of 

Brazil, Russia, India, and China in 2001 for the first time.
3. The grouping came into effect during the first meeting of BRIC Foreign Ministers’ in 2006.
4. South Africa joined BRIC in December 2010, after which the group adopted the acronym BRICS.
5. The Chairmanship of this forum is rotated annually among its members, in accordance with the acronym 

B-R-I-C-S.
Cooperation Mechanism-

Cooperation among members is achieved through:
1. Track I: Formal diplomatic engagement between the governments of states.
2. Track II: Engagement through government- institutions, e.g. state-owned enterprises and business 

councils.
3. Track III: Civil society and People-to-People interaction.

India and BRICS:
1. BRICS has emerged as the voice of developing countries, or the global south, and India is one of its 

important members.
2. With rising challenges on issues from WTO to climate change to terrorism, India believes BRICS has to 

protect the rights of the developing countries.
3. BRICS has put counter-terrorism, one of its prime goals this has been a success for India.

–Khyati Khare

Centre Announces Hike in MSP for Paddy, Pulses, Oilseeds 
(The Hindu, GS-3, Economy)

Context:
The Central government has hiked the minimum support price (MSP) for common paddy from last year’s 
price of `1,868 to `1,940 a quintal for the coming kharif season.

What is MSP:
 ▶ The concept of MSP was first mooted in 1966-67 mainly to incentivise the farmers to use the dwarf 

‘miracle’ wheat varieties during the green revolution.
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 ▶ The Minimum Support Price or the MSP is commonly known as the way of protecting the farmers in 
India from the uncertainties of the markets as well as those of the natural things such as hailstorms, 
draught etc.

 ▶ A ‘safety net’ for the farmers, the MSP is the core of the agricultural revolution which made india a 
food surplus country.

 ▶ MSP is set by the cabinet committee of economic affairs.
 ▶ the cabinet committee of economic affairs is chaired by P.M.
 ▶ On the recommendation of The Commission for Agricultural Costs & Prices (CACP), CCEA 

announces the MSP.
 ▶ CACP is an attached office of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare

•	 Came in existence in January 1965.
•	 Crops include 14 crops of the kharif season, 6 rabi crops and 2 other commercial crops.
•	 There are 24 crops for which MSP is announced by the CCEA.

A Difference between Procurement Price and MSP:
•	 It is the worth at which the govt. purchases the crop after harvesting is understood as procurement 

price.
•	 The main difference between the Procurement Price and MSP

 ▶ MSP is said before sowing while PP is said after harvesting.
 ▶ Since 1968-69, there’s no practice of declaring separate Procurement Price and MSP. so now MSP is 

procurement price.
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What is the Problems within the MSP:
•	 Lack of state machinery for procurement for all crops except wheat and rice.
•	 Crop production:

 ▶ The crop production remains unviable.
 ▶ The support prices that are being provided don’t increase at par with increase in cost of production.

•	 MSPs have unequal access:
•	 The benefits don’t reach all farmers and for all crops.
•	 The implementation is just too weak.
•	 Procurement related problems

 ▶ Leaving only 1/3rd of cereals are for the open market.
•	 It prevents earning of profit by producers.
•	 This has created shortage of crops within the open market
•	 It has shifted consumption towards non-cereal foods
•	 lack of awareness about MSP
•	 Excess storage:
•	 Insufficient storage has resulted in huge piling of stocks
•	 Issues in WTO:

 ▶ India’s MSP scheme for several crops has been challenged by many countries within the WTO. for 
instance , Australia has complained of the MSP on wheat

•	 Ecological problem

Various Committees on MSP:
•	 National Commission on Farmers: In 2004 under the chairmanship of Professor M.S. Swaminathan. 

suggestions to realize the goal of “faster and more inclusive growth”. Recommended to repair minimum 
support prices(MSP) for crops at levels” atleast 50 per cent quite the weigted monetary value of 
production.

Ramesh Chandra Committee:
Examine the methodological issues in fixing MSP. The Commission suggested For calculation of cost fam-
ily labour head should be considered as trained worker . The interest on capital should tend for the entire 
season. Post harvest costs, including cleaning, grading, drying , marketing and transportation should be 
included The committee recommended that the value 2 should be raised to 10% account for risk premium 
and managerial charges.

Way Forward:
•	 The government must explore alternate models to spice up farmer’s income.
•	 A counterpart of the MSP is that the Market Intervention Scheme (MIS), under which the government 

procures perishable commodities like vegetable items.
•	 Procurement system of the govt must be streamlined.
•	 To solve the matter of MSP, Both NITI and Economic Survey recommend Price Deficiency Payment 

(PDP).

–Swarn Singh
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The Promise and Perils of Digital Justice Delivery 
(The Hindu, Indian Polity, Science and tech, GS-2,3)

Context:
A e-court committee of the supreme court has suggested a total application of e-technology in the delivery of 
justice delivery. On this pretext, Phase -3 which is a 360 degree takeon on the overhauling of justice delivery 
is disputed.

Issues in the Indian Judiciary:
•	 Delay in the judgments, currently on around 3.7 cr cases are pending in the courts and these cases are 

as old as 30 years.
•	 Less number of judges.
•	 Lack of infrastructure.
•	 Lack of financial resources.
•	 Tussle between higher judiciary and executive.

How technology will help in improving the functioning of judiciary:
•	 Real time checking.
•	 Ease in accessibility and affordability
•	 It wil help in creating 360 profile of cases.
•	 A true e-tech integrated judiciary
•	 Quick justice
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Issue in the 3rd phase of e-court:
•	 When data from the courts and around the territory will be integrated then they may be a issue of right 

to privacy violation
•	 Issue of centralising the data
•	 Technology is not panacea
•	 R2P must be protected.
•	 Issue of data breach as indian systems are vulnerable.

Way forward:
•	 Data localisation rather centralisaion
Technology is not the end rather means to achieve the end.

–Swarn Singh

Women Power in Indian Military

Context:
Recently two women officers have been selected to go up with helicopter pilot training for the very first time 
in the Army Aviation Corps. Both of them will join front-line flying duties after completion of their training 
in July 2022. Till now, in India women officers were assigned only ground duties in the Army Aviation Corps.

Key Highlights:
1. Deployment in the Armed Forces:

 ▶ The Army, Air Force, and Navy started the selection of women as short-service commission (SSC) 
officers in 1992.

 ▶ In history, it was the first time when women were allowed to join the military outside the medical 
stream.

 ▶ D-Day came for women in the military in 2015 when the Indian Air Force (IAF) decided to appoint 
them into the fighter stream.

 ▶ Last year the Apex court ordered the union government to grant permanent commission (PC) to 
female officers in the Army’s non-combat support units on par with their male counterparts.

 ▶ The Apex court had rejected the government’s stand of women officers’ physiological limitations as 
being based on “sex stereotypes” and “gender discrimination against women”.

 ▶ Women officers have been granted Permanent Commission in the Indian Army in all the ten 
branches where women are selected for SSC.

 ▶ Women are now qualified to occupy all the command appointments, at par with male officers, which 
would open avenues for further promotions to higher ranks for them.

 ▶ At the beginning of this year, the Indian Navy deployed four women officers on warships after a gap 
of almost 25 years.

 ▶ At present India’s only aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya and fleet tanker INS Shakti are the warships 
that have been assigned their first women crews since the late 1990s.
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 ▶ At the beginning of this year, the Army inducted the first batch of women into the Corps of Military 
Police, the first time that women joined the military in the non-officer cadre.

 ▶ However, It is to be noted that Women are still not allowed in combat arms like Infantry and 
Armored Corps.

2. Increment in Numbers:
 ▶ It has seen a growth i.e almost three-fold over the last six years in the numbers of women, with more 

avenues being opened to them at a steady pace.
 ▶ There are 9,118 women currently serving the army, navy, and air force in total. According to 2019 

figures, women comprise just 3.8% of the world’s army situations.

Significance:
•	 Gender is not an obstacle: As long as an applicant is qualified for a position, one’s gender should not 

be a ground for discrimination. In the era of the high technology battlefield, technical expertise and 
decision-making skills are becoming more valuable than simple brute strength.

•	 Military Readiness: Allowing a mixed-gender force can keep the military strong. The armed forces are 
often troubled by falling retention and recruitment rates. This can be solved by allowing women in the 
combat role.

•	 Effectiveness: The umbrella restriction for women candidates limits the capability of commanders in 
theater to pick the most capable person for the job.

•	 Tradition: Training will be required to facilitate the integration of women into combat forces. At present 
Cultures have changed and the masculine subculture can evolve too.
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•	 Global Scenario: When women officially became eligible for combat positions in the American military 
in the year 2013, it was widely hailed as another step towards women’s empowerment. In 2018, the UK 
military lifted a ban on women serving in close combat ground roles and cleared the way for them to 
serve in elite special forces.

Way Forward:
•	 To keep Women out of command posts on the logic that the largely rank and file will have problems 

with women as commanding officers. Therefore, changes have to take place in the culture, norms, and 
values of not only the rank and file of the Army but also that of society and nation at large.

•	 The responsibility to usher these changes lies with the senior military, political leadership, executive, 
and society.

–Khyati Khare

The Rope of Federalism and An Unwanted Tug-of-war 
(GS-2, Polity, The Hindu)

Context:
Issue of alapan bandyopadhyay who was the chief secy of bengal government, here he attended the meeting 
of P.M. bit late and then abruptly ended it and went away with the C.M. he was served a notice under the 
section of 51b in disaster management act-2005.
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Federal Features of the India Union
•	 Two governments i.e. Union Government and State governments
•	 Division of powers between the union and its constituents

 ▶ The Seventh Schedule of the Constitution contains three lists such as the Union List, State List, and 
Concurrent List. here they have exclusive power in their sphere in the normal times.

•	 Supremacy of the Constitution
 ▶ Basic structure of the Constitution is made indestructible by the Judiciary in kesavananda bharati 

case
•	 Partial rigidity of the Constitution means blend of flexibility and rigidity
•	 An Independent Judiciary
•	 Bicameralism or 2 houses of legislature.

Big picture issues in the indian federalism:
•	 Federalism is a system of government where power is divided between two governments i.e. central and 

state or regional.
•	 Regionalism

 ▶ Example of recent bifurcation of andhra pradesh in to AP and telangana. Issue of gorkhaland.
•	 The refusal of the Central government to compensate for Goods and Services Tax (GST) shortfall on 

account of lower revenue which was a legal commitment.
•	 Issues in the recent Farm Acts

 ▶ That allows farmers to sell their produce outside the APMC
 ▶ Its aim is to promote inter-state trade but the Acts are and encroach upon the State list.

•	 Recent amendment in banking regulations by the central government by bringing cooperative banks 
under the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) supervision.

Supreme court intervention: State of West Bengal vs Union of India (1962)
•	 The Supreme Court held that the Indian Constitution is not federal.
•	 S R Bommai vs Union of India (1994),

 ▶ Supreme Court held federalism a part of the basic structure of the Constitution.

Mechanism to Solve Dispute:
 ▶ The Supreme Court has used two mechanisms to solve the dispute between Centre and states over 

Seventh Schedule.
•	 Doctrine of Pith and Substance
•	 Doctrine of Colourable Legislation.
•	 The Doctrine of Pith and Substance

 ▶ Constitutionality of legislation is upheld if it is largely covered by one list and touches upon the 
other list only incidentally.

 ▶ Finding out the true nature of a statute.
•	 Pith denotes the ‘essence of something’ or the ‘true nature’, while substance states the most significant 

or essential part of something.
•	 The Doctrine of Colourable Legislation
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 ▶ This is all about the competence of the legislature against an enacted law. This doctrine states the fact 
that what cannot be done directly, cannot also be done indirectly.

Way Forward:
•	 A proper balance between the pillars of federalism, i.e. autonomy of states, national integration, 

centralisation, decentralisation, nationalisation, and regionalisation.
 ▶ Extreme political centralisation or chaotic political decentralisation can both lead to the weakening 

of Indian federalism which ultimately hurt the interest of the common man.
•	 Reforms at the institutional and political level can deepen the roots of federalism in India. E.g.

 ▶ The contentious role of the Governor in suppressing the states needs a review in the light of new 
challenges and opportunities

 ▶ Proper utilisation of the institutional mechanism of the Inter-state Council under article 262 must 
be ensured to develop political goodwill between the Centre and the states on contentious policy 
issues.

 ▶ The gradual widening of the fiscal capacity of the states has to be legally guaranteed without reducing 
the Centre’s share.

–Swarn Singh

Should Retired Officials be Barred from Disclosing Information? 
(The Hindu, GS-2, Governance)

Context:
Recently the central government said that it prohibited retired officials of security and intelligence 
organisations from publishing anything about their work or organisation (Which may come under official 
security act) without prior clearance from the head of the organisation.
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•	 Official Secrets Act 1923
•	 Which prohibits officials to publish, tell any one the information which he gets in the official capacity.

Why there is an issue over disclosing the information:
•	 RTI which provides the people right to information.
•	 Government transparency is must in order of good governance
•	 Recent amendment in the whistleblower act also prohibits much information to be disclosed.
•	 There is no convention which allows the classified files to be declassified after some time as in the case 

of the USA. for example, declassify the Justice Mukherjee report on Subhas Chandra Bose and send it 
to the National Archives.

•	 A stable security policy is always hard to achieve since the boundaries of official secrecy cannot be 
clearly articulated.

Way forward:
•	 People must know what their representatives are doing when they become executive.
•	 A convention to be established that after some period of time files must be declassified.
•	 People’s right to know must be secured.

–Swarn Singh

CHIME Telescope Yields Unprecedented Results 
(The Hindu, GS-3, Science and Technology)

Context:
Scientists with the Canadian Hydrogen Intensity Mapping Experiment (CHIME) Collaboration, who include 
researchers at the Punebased Tata Institute for Fundamental Research (TIFR) and therefore the National 
Centre for Radio Astrophysics (NCRA).

What is Fast radio burst (FRB):
•	 FRBs are oddly bright flashes of sunshine which is registering within the radio band of the spectrum 

(EM waves), which blaze for a couple of milliseconds before vanishing without a trace.
•	 FRB origins are still unknown and their appearance is very unpredictable.
•	 The first FRB was discovered in 2007

What is a magnetar?:
•	 As per NASA, a magnetar may be a star , “the crushed, city-size remains of a star repeatedly more 

massive than our Sun.”
•	 The magnetic flux of such a star is extremely powerful, which may be over 10 trillion times stronger 

than a refrigerator magnet.

Who are the participating in CHIME:
•	 CANAD + TIFR +NCRA
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Why are they significant?:
•	 First noticed in 2018 by the Canadian observatory the waves have created ripples across the world for 

one reason — they arrive during a pattern.
•	 This gave birth to theories that they might be from an alien civilization.
•	 Initially, it had been believed that the collision of black holes or neutron stars triggers them.
But the invention of repeating FRBs debunked the idea of colliding objects.

–Swarn Singh

Fast Tracking Freight

Context:
•	 Recently, NITI Aayog and Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) has released a Fast Tracking Freight report 

in India.
•	 A Roadmap for Clean and Cost-Effective Goods Transport, presenting key opportunities for India to 

reduce its logistics costs.

Key Highlights:
•	 Increase in Freight Transport Demand: There is a growing demand for goods and services, therefore 

freight transport demand is expected to increase rapidly in the future.
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•	 India’s Potential: It has the ability to reduce its logistics cost by 4% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
and to achieve 10 gigatonnes of cumulative carbon dioxide emissions savings between 2020 and 2050

•	 Accommodating More Urban Citizens: As India’s freight activity will grow five-fold by 2050 and about 
400 million citizens are moving to cities, a whole system transformation can help uplift the freight 
sector.

•	 To Make Freight Transportation Cost Effective: Freight transportation is the prime backbone of India’s 
growing economy. Efficient freight transport is also playing an essential role in analyzing the benefits of 
existing government initiatives such as Make in India etc.

Recommendations:
•	 By increasing the rail networks in the country, promoting intermodal transport, improving warehousing, 

trucking practices, policy measures and pilot projects for clean technology adoption, and stricter fuel 
economy standards.

•	 When it is deployed at a large scale, the proposed solutions can help India in establishing itself as a 
leader in logistics innovation and efficiency in the Asia–Pacific region and beyond.

–Khyati Khare

Election Commissioner

Context:
Recently Former Uttar Pradesh Chief Secretary Anup Chandra Pandey was appointed as the new Election 
Commissioner. It will restore the poll panel to its full strength as a three-member commission.

About Election commission of India:
•	 The constitution of India under Article 324 provides for an Election Commission to be established for 

the superintendence, direction, and control of the preparation of the electoral rolls for the conduct of 
elections to parliament, state legislatures, and to the offices of President and the vice president.

•	 It came into place in accordance with the Constitution on 25th January 1950 (celebrated as national 
voters’ day).
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Composition of Election commission of India:
The constitution provides for the following provisions in relation to the composition of the election 
commission:
1. According to the constitution, the election commission shall consist of the Chief Election Commissioner 

and a number of other election commissioners, if any, as the president may think from time to time.
2. The appointment of the chief election commissioner and other election commissioners shall be made 

by the president of India.
3. The chief election commissioner shall act as the chairman of the election commission.
4. The president can appoint regional commissioners as he may consider necessary to assist the election 

commission after consultation with the election commission.
5. The conditions of service and tenure of office of the election commissioners and the regional 

commissioners shall be such as the President determines may by rule.

Removal of the Body:
•	 The Chief Election Commissioner of Election Commissioners can resign anytime to the president.
•	 They can also be removed before the expiry of their term in proven misbehavior.
•	 The Chief Election Commissioner can be removed from his office in the same manner or on the same 

grounds as a judge of the Supreme Court.

–Khyati Khare

Centre Unlikely to Allow Return of Four Kerala Women, 
Who Joined IS (The Hindu, GS-2, Internal Security, GS-3)

Context:
The four Indian women lodged in an Afghanistan prison are unlikely to be allowed to return to the country. 
They were accompanied by their husbands to join the Islamic State in Khorasan Province (ISKP).
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What is ISIS:
•	 Started as an Al-Qaeda splinter group
•	 It started as the Jamaat al-Tawhid wal-Jihad
•	 It was established by the Jordanian Al-Zarqawi in 1999.
•	 Also called the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria or Islamic State in Iraq and Levant (ISIL)
•	 The ISIS aimed to create an Islamic state called a caliphate
•	 The group implements Sharia Law
•	 Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi and his group became directly involved ISIS

What is their Ideology?:
•	 ISIL is a theocracy
•	 A proto-state
•	 A Salafi or Wahhabi group.
•	 They are follower of extremist interpretation of Islam
•	 These interpretations promote religious violence.
•	 These interpretations regard Muslims who do not agree with its interpretations as infidels or apostates.
•	 They are keen in restoration of the caliphate of early Islam with

 ▶ All the political
 ▶ Religious
 ▶ Eschatological ramifications that this would imply.
 ▶ A caliphate is an area containing an Islamic Leader known as a ‘Caliph’.
 ▶ This person is to be considered a religious successor to the Islamic prophet, Muhammad This leader 

will lead the entire Muslim community.
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What is their source of revenue?:
•	 Tax and Proceeds from the occupation of territory
•	 Proceeds include control of banks, oil and gas reservoirs, taxation, extortion, and robbery.
•	 Kidnapping for ransom and abduction of people.
•	 Donations from Musilm countries such as Saudi Arabia and Gulf states
•	 Charity is disguised as meant for humanitarian charity.
•	 Material and military equipment support provided by foreign fighters.
•	 Fundraising through modern communication networks such as Bitcoin and other crypto currency.

Why were they successful?:
•	 Unlike al Qaeda, ISIS has proven to be more brutal and more effective at controlling territory it has 

seized by making people under threat.
•	 they run a modern and an effective administration, In spite of their medieval ideology,
•	 Beneath the leaders are councils on finance, leadership, military matters, legal matters – including 

decisions on executions.
From the cabinet and the governors to the financial and legislative bodies, ISIS’ bureaucratic hierarchy looks 
a lot like those of some of the Western countries.

–Swarn Singh

India’s Election in UN Economic and Social Council

Context:
Recently India has been elected to the Economic and Social Council, which is one of the six main organs of 
the United Nations, for the 2022-24 term.



40
www.plutusias.com

About the Body:
•	 The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is one of the integral parts of the United Nations system 

which is strengthening the three dimensions of sustainable development that is economic, social and 
environmental.

•	 It is a 54 member body.
•	 It is one of the central platforms for encouraging debate and innovative thinking, creating consensus on 

the action to be taken, and coordinating efforts to achieve internationally accepted goals.
•	 The body is also responsible for the follow-up to major UN conferences and summits.
•	 India got elected in the Asia-Pacific States category along with Afghanistan, Kazakhstan and Oman in 

the elections which was held on 7th June, 2021.
•	 From the African states, Côte d’Ivoire, Eswatini, Mauritius, Tunisia and the United Republic of Tanzania 

were elected while from the eastern European states, Croatia and the Czech Republic and from the 
Latin American and Caribbean states, Belize, Chile and Peru were elected.

•	 In the Economic and Social Council by-election, Greece, New Zealand and Denmark were elected for 
a term of office from January to December 2022 and Israel was elected for a term of office beginning 
January 1, 2022 and until December 31, 2023.

•	 India is currently serving the 2021-22 term as a non-permanent member of the powerful UN Security 
Council and will assume the Presidency of the 15-nation UN organ in August.

•	 The 54 ECOSOC members are elected for three-year terms by the General Assembly. Seats on the 
Council are allotted based on geographical representation with 14 allocated to African states, 11 to 
Asian states, six to eastern European states, 10 to Latin American and Caribbean states and 13 to western 
European and other states, according to the ECOSOC website.

–Khyati Khare

Refocused Vaccination Campaigns are Possible 
(The Hindu, GS-2, Governance)

Context:
There are many issues regarding the vaccination programme. Here the government couldn’t prioritise the 
vaccination programme.

What are the Issues in Vaccination:
•	 Less production, More demand.
•	 Transition from a lack of vaccine supply to one of greater availability.
•	 Prioritise people like the two octogenarians in Mumbai
•	 Local governments and municipalities should also prioritise vaccines for the historically marginalised

Examples of State Run Vaccination Programme, Chhattisgarh:
•	 The plan prioritised ration card holders specifically because they are poor and marginalised
•	 They also often lack access to mobile phones and the Internet,
•	 We have to make prioritisation of the marginalised when vaccine supply is limited
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•	 According to WHO prioritising sociodemographic groups at significantly higher risk of severe disease 
or death should be the way forward.

•	 remove barriers to vaccination to minimise preventable disease and deaths.

Case of india:
•	 India is depended and will continues to depend on the AstraZeneca vaccine, Why?

 ▶ It was stable in a refrigerator for longer periods than mRNA vaccines
•	 Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHAs) and Auxiliary Nurse Midwives (ANMs) have vast experience 

and expertise with campaign  style must be exploited.
•	 Urban slums and neighbourhoods have poor access to and low levels of trust in the health care system
•	 Local governments are considering providing vaccines to older adults at door to door.
•	 We have to ensure that those who work for daily wages are able to get the vaccine

 ▶ Vaccine distribution should be prioritised to districts of permanent domicile.
•	 Local planning will need to go hand in hand with a refocus on equity and justice.
•	 Vaccines would be procured + equitably distributed to countries based on need through the COVAX 

facility which is an international alliance to fight COVID-19

Supply Chain Gap:
 ▶ A Huge gap to vaccinate all its adult population.
 ▶ In India about 13% of its population has received a single jab and about 2% fully vaccinated and out 

of this most of are health professionals.
 ▶ Many countries have already vaccinated more than half their adult population for example Bhutan 

if single dose is been taken into account.
•	 Unequal Procurement Process:
•	 Digital Divide among rural and urban, among rich and poor, among middle class and lower class etc.

–Swarn Singh
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Monsoon Malady 
(The Hindu, GS-1, Geography, Issues in Urbanisation)

Context:
The monsoon over the greater Mumbai region has come to be characterised by the unsettling annual 
spectacle of collapsing buildings. An unsafe multi-storeyed building in a core area of the city has collapsed 
onto another. This incident led to the death of more than 11 people.

What is Monsoon:
•	 Derived from the Arabic word mausin or from the Malayan word monsin meaning ‘season’

 ▶ Monsoons are seasonal reversal winds
•	 These winds reverse their direction with the change of season.
•	 Indian Monsoons are Convection cells on a very large scale which are created due to heating and cooling 

of one or more area.
•	 India receives rainfall from south-west monsoon winds in summer and north-east monsoon winds in 

winter.

South-west monsoons
•	 They are formed due to an intense low pressure system formed over the Tibetan plateau.
•	 South-west monsoons bring intense rainfall to most of the regions in India which is the forerunner of 

agriculture in india.
•	 North-east monsoons bring rainfall to the mainly south-eastern coast of India.
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North-east monsoons:
•	 They are associated with high pressure cells over Tibetan and Siberian plateaus.

Factors responsible for south-west monsoon:
•	 Intense heating of Tibetan plateau during summer months.
•	 Permanent high pressure cell in the South Indian Ocean (east to north-east of Madagascar in summer).
•	 Subtropical Jet Stream (STJ).
•	 Tropical Easterly Jet (African Easterly Jet).
•	 Inter Tropical Convergence Zone.
•	 Strengths of Low pressure over Tibet and high pressure over southern Indian Ocean.
•	 Somali Jet (Findlater Jet).
•	 Somali Current (Findlater Current).
•	 Indian Ocean branch of Walker Cell.
•	 Indian Ocean Dipole.

–Swarn Singh

Global Liveability Index

Context:
In the Economist Intelligence Unit’s (EIU) Global Liveability Index of 140 cities around the world Auckland 
(New Zealand) has topped the list.

Highlights
1. Global Liveability Index: The index takes into account more than 30 qualitative and quantitative 

parameters spanning five broad categories: stability (25%), healthcare (20%), culture and environment 
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(25%), education (10%), and infrastructure (20%). Due to the covid , the EIU has added new indicators 
such as stress on health-care resources as well as restrictions around local sporting events, theatres, 
music concerts, restaurants and schools etc .Each factor in the city is rated on the measures such as 
acceptable, tolerable, uncomfortable, undesirable or intolerable.

2. General Scenario: Covid pandemic has caused liveability to decline because cities are experiencing 
lockdowns and significant strains on their healthcare system. This led to a high level of change in the 
rankings, with many of the cities that were previously ranked as the most liveable tumbling.

3. Austria’s Vienna, number one in both 2018 and 2019, has slipped out of the top 10 after being heavily 
affected by Covid-19, and now ranks 12.

4. Auckland is at the top of the ranking owing to its successful approach in containing the Covid-19 
pandemic, which has allowed its society to remain open and the city to score strongly on a number of 
metrics including education, culture and environment.

5. Damascus is the world’s least liveable city because the effects of the civil war in Syria continue to take 
their toll.

6. Apart from cities in New Zealand, Australia and Japan, other cities in the Asia-Pacific region such as 
Taipei (Taiwan) (33rd) and Singapore (34th) are also performing well.

–Khyati Khare
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The World is Hardly Wired for Cyber Resilience  
(The Hindu, GS-2, Internal Security)

Context:
Cyber security means securing cyberspace from attack and economic espionage. Cyberspace is nothing but 
the interconnectedness of IT infrastructure such as Internet, Telecom networks, computer systems etc.

Types of Cyber crimes 
1. Cyber defamation: It is defamation with the help of computers. 

2. Corporate smear: It is a false rumour about a company

3. Digital forgery: Making use of digital technology to forge a document such as fakes IDs, cheques, 
currency, passports, visas, etc. 

4. Gambling: The world of online gambling, due to its anonymity, unfortunately has many other hazards 
like danger of illegal use of credit card or illegal access to bank account.

5. Illegal articles: Articles like drugs, guns, pirated software or music that might not be permitted in a 
territory 

6. E-mail spamming: It is an unsolicited message requiring one’s time and effort to get rid off. 

Recent History of Cyber Attack:
•	 Solar Winds’: Involved data breaches of several wings and departments such as including defence, 

energy and state of the U.S. government.
•	 Chinese group Hafnium: This group exploited serious flaws in Microsoft’s software, thus gaining 

remote control over affected systems.
•	 Dark Side: Ransomware attack by Russia,Colonial Pipeline (which is the main supplier of oil to the U.S. 

East Coast), compelling the company to temporarily shut down operations.
• Stuxnet attack by USA on Iran’s Nuclear facility.
•	 Nobelium: Next launched a phishing attack on 3,000 e-mail accounts, targeting USAID and several 

other organisations.
•	 Ransomware Attacks: These attacks now a days have skyrocketed these demands and payments going 

into multi-millions of dollars

CURRENT AFFAIRSCURRENT AFFAIRS
JUNE 2021JUNE 2021
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Why there is need of Cyber Security in India:
1. Government’s digital push: Government programmes such as Aadhaar, MyGov, Government e-Market, 

DigiLocker, Bharat Net etc. are a sitting duck for the hackers

2. Start-ups digital push: India is the third largest hub for technology-driven startups

3. Prevent economic loss: It is expected to reach $20 billion in the next 10 years. 

4. Increasing internet users: India ranks 3rd in terms of number of internet users 

5. To protect women and children who are more vulnerable such as cyber bullying, online harassment, 
Child pornography etc.

What is the current Say, Cyber attack is directed towards civilians: Earlier attacks on civilians were excluded 
from cyber security. But now we must refine the orientation of cyber security which must comprehensively 
include civilian cooperation as well as civilian defence.

What is the need or Way Forward:
•	 aware of the nature of the cyber threat to their businesses 
•	 We must take adequate precautionary measures.
•	 The current pandemic has also created too much data in the health infrastructure. Our health infra is 

not having that critical cyber security i.e. being capable of breach of data.
•	 the cyber landscape is poised to undergo more fundamental changes.
•	 data becomes the world’s most precious commodity
•	 several billion devices interconnected to billions of end point devices exchanging petabytes of sensitive 

data.
•	 cybersecurity professionals are now engaging in building a ‘Zero Trust Based Environment’

 ▶ Zero Trust Based Environment means
 ▶ zero trust on end point devices
 ▶ zero trust on identity
 ▶ zero trust on the network to protect all sensitive data

•	 Building deep technology in cyber is essential for ensure the security of critical infrastructure.
•	 Machine learning and quantum computing present new opportunities
•	 regular vulnerability assessments and create necessary awareness of the growing cyber threat.

Swarn Singh

Demand Stokes Illegal Rosewood Felling  
(GS-1, Geography, GS-3, environment and ecology)

Context:
A steep demand in the international market for musical instruments and furniture caused illegal felling of 
the endangered tropical hardwood tree.
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What is Evergreen forest:
•	 Conditions for Evergreen Forest:-

 ▶ More than 77% humidity required.
 ▶ More than 250 cm rain-fall
 ▶ More than 25 degree centigrade temperature.

•	 Properties of evergreen forest:
 ▶ They are thickly forested.
 ▶ Canopy density is too high.
 ▶ Presence of creepers and epiphytes, sparse undergrowth interspersed with clearings
 ▶ They occupy about 7% of the earth’s surface.
 ▶ mostly near the equator.
 ▶ Ebony, Mahogany, Rosewood, Rubber Cinchona are the examples of evergreen forests.

About National forestry policy:
•	 The National Forest Policy 1952

 ▶ It was aimed at bringing one-third of the total land area with 65% in hilly and 25% in plains under 
the forest cover. 

 ▶ It also suggested the extension of tree lands on river/canal banks, roads, railways, cultivable waste 
and degraded lands.

•	 forest policy was adopted in 1988:
 ▶ it’s main emphasis was on the protection, conservation, regeneration, and development of forests.

Laws regarding forestry:
They basically to regulate the use of forests, ban on cutting of 
trees and encroachment on forest lands:
•	 Forest Conservation Act, 1980 was passed for reserved 

forest areas.
•	 Environmental Protection Act gave the Central 

Government powers to protect and improve the quality 
of the environment and preventing pollution.

•	 The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest 
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006,

 ▶ It recognizes the rights of forest-dwelling 
Scheduled Tribes and other traditional forest 
dwellers over the forest areas inhabited by them 
and provides a framework for in case of dispute 
over the land.

Issues in the Evergreen Rainforest:
•	 Shifting cultivation in the north east and in the southern 

states.
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•	 Illegal felling: Illegal cutting of tree in the southern states by Jungle mafia

•	 Illegal export to the other countries such as Bangladesh and developed countries.

•	 Jungle mafia problem: Nexus between criminals and government officials.

Swarn Singh

Sedition Law  
(GS PAPER-2, Fundamental Right Source- Indian Express)

Context:

•	 Recently, the decision of the Supreme Court has quashed the sedition charges against a senior journalist. 
Civil society has hailed this as a rootless development, especially in the context of the rapid increment 
number of sedition cases filed. Continuous Increment in the number of sedition cases shows the 
repressive approach to dissent and criticism of the government.

•	 Recently, Freedom House released a report showing that there is a rise in sedition cases against dissenters. 
Therefore, as the sedition law is seen as being used to stifle democracy, it should be removed from the 
statutes.

The objective of Sedition Law:

•	 To put Reasonable Restrictions: The constitution of India puts reasonable restrictions (under Article 
19(2)) that can be imposed on the rights to ensure its responsible exercise and ensure that it is equally 
available to all citizens of India.

•	 To Maintain Unity & Integrity: It is said that Sedition laws are helping the government in combating 
anti-national, secessionist, and terrorist elements.

•	 To Maintain Stability of State: It helps in protecting the elected government from the practice to 
overthrow the government with violence and illegal means. 

Way Forward:
•	 Scrapping Sedition Law: There are enough laws in our country to curb external and internal threats 

to India and there is no need to continue with the sedition law. Therefore it is necessary to abolish the 
sedition law on the ground that it is used to curb freedom of expression and speech.

•	 Role of Judiciary: Until the sedition law is scrapped by the parliament, the Supreme Court can use its 
supervisory powers to sensitize the executive to the constitutional provisions protecting free speech. 
Further, to avoid the misuse of sedition law, the higher judiciary should narrow down the definition of 
sedition to address only the issues about the territorial integrity of India as well as the sovereignty of 
the country.

•	 Raising Civil Society Awareness: Civil society should take the lead to raise awareness about the 
arbitrary use of Sedition law.

-Khyati Khare
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National AI Portal  
(GS PAPER-3, Government Policies, and  

Interventions Source- The Hindu)

Context:
•	 The ‘National AI Portal’, has celebrated its first anniversary on 28th May 2021.

Key Points:

•	 About the National AI Portal: It is a collaboration of the Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY), 
National e-Governance Division (NeGD), and NASSCOM.

•	 National e-Governance Division (NeGD): In 2009, NeGD came into place as an Independent Business 
Division under the Digital India Corporation.

•	 NASSCOM: It is a not-for-profit industry association, It is one of the apex bodies for the IT and IT-
enabled products and services sector in India. It is serving as a central hub for Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
related news, learning, articles, events, and activities, etc., in India and beyond.

•	 About Artificial Intelligence (AI): It is discussing the action of machines accomplishing tasks that have 
historically required human intelligence. It encompasses technologies like machine learning, pattern 
recognition, big data, neural networks, self algorithms, etc. It also involves complex things such as 
saving a particular data into the machine and making it react as per the different situations. Nowadays 
AI is being used in different industries including finance and healthcare.

Recent Examples of Use of AI in India:

•	 For the Covid-19 Retaliation: There was an AI-enabled chatbot used by MyGov for ensuring 
communications.

•	 In Judicial System: An AI-based portal SUPACE was made assisting judges with legal research.

•	 In Agriculture: ICRISAT has recently developed an AI-power sowing app, which is utilizing weather 
models and data on local crop yield and probability of rainfall to more accurately predict and advise 
local farmers on when they should plant their seeds.

•	 In Disaster Management: An AI-based flood forecasting model developed in Bihar is now being 
expanded to cover the whole of India for ensuring around 200 million people get alerts and warnings 
48 hours earlier about impending floods.

•	 In Banking & Financial Services Industry: Some banks in India have started adopting AI to increase 
digitization to improve customer experience and use algorithms in risk management.

Way Forward:

•	 Global Lessons: Countries like China, the USA, and Israel are currently showing the way in terms of AI 
adoption. India can consider a few learnings from these countries to further grade up its AI ecosystem 
while keeping in mind the overall social development and inclusiveness agenda.
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•	 Clear Central Strategy and Policy Framework: AI adoption in India may be accelerated through the 
formulation of more focused policies related to innovation, for example, patent control and security.  
Fraudulent use of AI should be managed as well.

•	 Collaboration among Government, Corporates, and Academia: These three stakeholders should 
work synergistically to undertake actions like nurturing entrepreneurship, promoting re-skilling, 
encouraging research and development, and driving the policies on the ground.

– Khyati Khare

Jump of Indian Economy from Primary to Tertiary  
(GS PAPER-3, Sectors of Economy Source- pib)

Context:
Indian economy is divided into three sectors i:e; primary sector that deals with agriculture related aspects, 
secondary sector that deals with manufacturing related angle and the tertiary sector that is concerned with 
service sector.

Reasons of Jumping from Primary Sector to Tertiary Sector:
•	 India had a strong and bitter colonial experience and a taste of capitalism’s exploitative nature. British 

colonized India to serve as a source of raw material for its fast developing industries
•	 Indian manufacturing sector and crafts industry broke down due to competition from cheap European 

products and exploitative policies of British, forcing people to move from industries to land-based 
activities.
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•	 The services like law, health, civil services , banking etc grew lucrative and were widely respected as they 
provided employment and status in colonial India.

•	 The socio-capital economy was plagued by restrictions and red-tapism widely known as “license raj” and 
hence never gave the required impetus to the industrial sector despite it being planning commissions 
priority.

Importance of Secondary Sector:
•	 Helps in production of commodity required for consumption
•	 Improve employment ratio in the country
•	 Helps in developing purchasing power capacity
•	 Increases the GDP of the country

Government Efforts to Boost Secondary Sector:
•	 Schemes like Production Linked Incentive is helping the government to boost secondary sector
•	 Promoting 100% FDI in selected category has improved capital inflow that leads to the development of 

manufacturing sector
•	 Government has set up Mega Food Parks recently to boost primary as well as secondary sector

Way Forward:
All the sectors of the economy have equal weightage and need equal attention. But due to past experiences 
the government preferred to promote the service sector instead of the secondary sector. But now schemes 
like Atma Nirbhar bharat Yojna and Vocal for local campaigns have boosted the manufacturing sector. 

Khayti Khare

The Road from Galwan, a year later 
(The Hindu, GS-2, International relations)

Context:
On June 15 , 2020 , the Line of Actual Control (LAC) witnessed its first deaths after 1975.when 20 Indian 
soldiers had a violent clash with China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA). Top of that details about the violent 
incident have not been officially made public till now.

Issues after Ladakh Incident on Political Front:
•	 Government didn’t brief about the incident through the press conferences.
•	 Government always stayed away from any scrutiny, either by media or by the opposition.
•	 When there was an all party meet, P.M. remarks were also not about briefing, rather misrepresenting.
•	 Government’s political strategy for dealing with the Ladakh border crisis has been based on dodging, 

denial and digression, this strategy did not give fruitful results rather gave a low to India’s stature in the 
neighbourhood.

•	 There is no record of a meeting of Cabinet Committee on Security being convened to discuss the Ladakh 
border situation.
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What is Current Military Situation in Ladakh:
•	 There is a Chinese presence on the Indian side of the LAC in Gogra, Hot Springs and Demchok gives 

the PLA.
•	 But the major issue is Chinese control of Depsang Plains.
•	 The Indian Army has only weakened its negotiating position during the talks with the PLA.
•	 This Ladakh crisis has also exposed India’s military weakness to tackle a collusive threat from both 

China and Pakistan.

How is India rebalancing China?
•	 Indian government is looking for external partnerships such as QUAD.
•	 India is countering the burgeoning Chinese influence in the neighbourhood, But it has faltered because 

of exacerbated by the mishandling of the second wave

Challenges between India and China:

•	 Border dispute in eastern and western sectors: This issue is of McMahon Line, Mc Mahon line is the 
boundary between india and china. India accepts this but China doesn’t accept this because this line 
was accepted by Tibet during negotiations between India and Tibet. According to China, Tibet was not  
sovereign country, so it doesn’t have authority to negotiate.

•	 Issue of Dalai Lama: There are more than 1,00,000 Tibetans refugees in India and India’s continued 
willingness to provide shelter to the Dalai Lama is a continued source of irritation in China-India 
relations.

•	 Nuclear supplier Group (NSG): india wants entry to NSG which is blocked by china.

•	 The Indian Army had asked the PLA to stop the road construction activity that has resulted in a stand-
off.

•	 Neighbourhood ties: China is strengthening its trade and defence ties with countries which are 
strategically important to India, it poses security threats to India.

•	 China displaced the U.S. to be India’s biggest trade partner in 2020-21 and on other hand we are making 
a huge cry for not buying chinese products.

•	 Competition and cooperation can’t go hand in hand.

•	 Indian military’s failure on Chinese incursions in Ladakh have shown that the idea of deterrence has 
failed.

Way Forward:

•	 learn from the American experience of implementing the Multi Domain Operations (MDO) doctrine 
to wage a war of the future against a technologically superior PLA. 

•	 New Delhi has to learnt that india can no longer have simultaneous competition and cooperation with 
Beijing.

•	 India needs to relook the SAARC process in order to secure historical affinity with its neighbours.



10
www.plutusias.com

Extra for Prelims and titbits:
Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG):
•	 A group of nuclear material and technology supplier countries that seeks to contribute to the non-

proliferation of nuclear weapons .
•	 It was set up as a response to India’s nuclear tests (Smiling Biddha) conducted in 1974.
•	 The Aim of this group is to: Trade of nuclear material for peaceful purposes so that proliferation of 

nuclear weapons should not happen.
•	 There are 48 participating governments and the European Commission acts as an Observer.

Pelindaba Treaty (African Nuclear Weapon Free Zone Treaty):
•	 It has created a Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone in Africa.
•	 The treaty was signed in 1996 with the effect in July 2009.
•	 The aim is to prevent nuclear proliferation and prevent strategic minerals of Africa from being exported 

freely.
•	 This treaty prohibits member parties to come into bilateral agreement with countries who are non 

signatories of NPT (Nuclear non-proliferation treaty)

What is QUAD:
•	 informal strategic dialogue between India, USA, Japan and Australia.
•	 The Idea was  first mooted by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007.
•	 The main aim of this group is free, open and prosperous” Indo-Pacific region.

–Swarn Singh
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Operation Olivia  
(GS PAPER-3, Conservation Source- The Hindu)

Context:
The Indian Coast guard  has pressed into service an aircraft for ‘Operation Oliva’ to protect Olive Ridley 
Turtle recently

Indian Coast Guard:
•	 It is an Armed Force, Search and Rescue and Maritime Law Enforcement agency that is functioning 

under the Ministry of Defence. It was established in 1978.
•	 It has a range of task potential for both surface and air operations. It is one of the greatest coast guards 

in the world.

Highlights:
Operation Oliva:
•	 The Indian Coast Guard’s started “Operation Olivia”, in the early 1980s, to protect Olive Ridley turtles 

as they congregate along the Odisha coast for breeding and nesting from the month of November to 
December. It is also intercepting unlawful trawling activities.

•	 Round-the-clock surveillance is taking place from November till May and utilizing Coast Guard assets 
such as fast petrol vessel air cushion vessels, interceptor craft and Dornier aircraft to enforce laws near 
the rookeries.

•	 The Coast Guard is devoting 225 ship days and 388 aircraft hours to protect 3.49 lakh turtles that laid 
eggs along the Odisha coast.

Olive Ridley Turtles:
1. Features:

•	 The Olive ridley turtles are one of the smallest and most abundant of all sea turtles found in the world.
•	 Olive Ridleys are carnivores and derive their name from their olive-colored carapace.
•	 It is often seen that they migrate hundreds of kilometers between feeding and mating grounds in a year.
•	 They are known for their unique mass nesting known as Arribada, where thousands of females come 

together on the same beach to lay eggs.

2. Habitat:
•	 They are often found in warm waters of the Pacific, Atlantic, and Indian oceans.
•	 The Odisha’s Gahirmatha Sanctuary is worldwide known as the largest rookery of sea turtles.

3. Protection Status:
•	 IUCN Red data list: Vulnerable
•	 CITES Appendix I
•	 Wild Life Protection Act: Schedule I
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4. Threats:
•	 They are hugely poached for their meat, shell and leather, and their eggs.
•	 However, the most severe threat they are facing is the accidental killing through trawl nets and gill nets 

due to unregulated fishing during their mating season around nesting beaches.

Initiatives by Government:
•	 To reduce their accidental killing in India, the Odisha government has now made it mandatory for 

trawlers to use Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs), a net that is specially designed with an exit cover that 
allows the turtles to escape while retaining the catch.

–Khyati Khare
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PASIPHAE  
(Gs Paper-3, Innovations Source - Indian Express)

Context:
•	 The Wide Area Linear Optical Polarimeter (WALOP), which is a prime instrument for the PASIPHAE 

Project, is being developed by Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA), India.
•	 Polar-Areas Stellar-Imaging in Polarisation High-Accuracy Experiment (PASIPHAE) is an international 

collaboration with a sky surveying project.

Astronomical Polarimetry:
•	 Polarimetry is a method to measure the polarisation of light and a powerful tool that allows astronomers 

to infer information about celestial objects, from passing comets to distant galaxies, that can not be 
obtained by using other techniques.

•	 Polarization is known as a property of light that is representing the direction that the light wave oscillates.
•	 An Indian astrophysicist Sujan Sengupta had put forth an idea, that the light emitted by a cloudy brown 

dwarf or reflected off an extrasolar planet, will be polarised.

Key Points:
•	 About the PASIPHAE Survey:

 ▶ It is an Opto polarimetric survey targeting to measure the linear polarization from millions of stars.
 ▶ The survey is using two high-tech optical polarimeters to observe the northern and southern skies.
 ▶ The survey will be conducted from the South African Astronomical Observatory in Sutherland, 

South Africa in the southern hemisphere, and the Skinakas Observatory in Crete, Greece.
 ▶ It is focused on capturing starlight polarisation of very faint stars that are so far away that polarisation 

signals from there have not been systematically studied.
 ▶ The distances to these stars will be obtained from measurements of the GAIA satellite.
 ▶ GAIA is on a mission to chart a three-dimensional map of our Galaxy, the Milky Way, in the process 

which is telling the composition, formation, and evolution of the Milky Way. 
 ▶ GAIA is a European Space Agency astronomical observatory mission.
 ▶ Scientists from the University of Crete, Greece, Caltech, USA, IUCAA, India, the South African 

Astronomical Observatory, and the University of Oslo, Norway, are coming under the same umbrella 
for this project, steered by the Institute of Astrophysics, Greece.

Importance of the Project:
•	 Since its inception, the universe has been constantly expanding, as evidenced by the presence of Cosmic 

Microwave Background (CMB) radiation which fills the universe.
•	 It is said that the Milky Way Galaxy contains a lot of dust clouds that are present in the form of clusters. 

When starlight passes through it they get scattered and polarised.
•	 The PASIPHAE polarimetric maps are used to perform magnetic tomography of the Milky Way Galaxy.
•	 Now it will reduce the 3-dimensional structure of the magnetic field and the dust that resides in the 

Milky Way.
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•	 This map will provide valuable information for future CMB B-mode experiments searching for 
inflationary gravitational waves.

•	 The B-mode experiment is used to test the theory of cosmic inflation and differentiate between 
inflationary models of the very early universe by making precise measurements of the polarization of 
the Cosmic Microwave Background (CMB).

•	 According to the theory of inflation, the early Universe is expanding exponentially fast for a fraction of 
a second after the Big Bang.

–Khayti Khare

Weathering  
(GS PAPER-1 Geomorphology Source-gsi.in)

Context:
Weathering is an in-situ process of disintegration and decomposition of rocks, where the movement 
of debris is not involved (though some downslope movement under gravitational force is possible). 
Weathering is an important phenomenon of degradation of mountains and plateaus, which results in 
the development of soil.

Various Types of Weathering Include: 
1. Physical weathering: It is the disintegration of rocks due to physical forces by various geomorphic 

agents. 
 ▶ Effects of changing temperature, impact by water, wind or glacier, freeze and thaw mechanism in 

colder regions are more pronounced effects – leading to physical weathering.
 ▶ Such weathering is more common in hot and dry areas
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2. Chemical Weathering: Here the disintegration of rocks occurs due to the exchange of ions and chemical 
alteration in the composition of rocks through various chemical reactions.

 ▶ They are more pronounced in wet regions as water forms acid and rocks disintegrate through the 
processes like a solution, carbonation, hydrolysis, hydration, etc.

 ▶ Other ion exchange methods are oxidation, leachates, etc.
3. Biological weathering is done by biological agents like flora, fauna, and above all humans. This involves 

processes like burrowing, mining, etc.

Ecological Significance:
•	 Soil formation is the most important consequence of weathering which is important for the growth and 

survival of autotrophs, driving the entire food web.
•	 Roots of trees get essential minerals from parent rock through microorganisms present in pores, created 

by weathering.
•	 Weathering is important for the modification of landforms, giving rise to different biomes and 

ecosystems.

Economic Significance:
•	 The formation of soil is the basis of agriculture, which forms the backbone of many world economies.
•	 Help in mining and concentration of ores, which has commercial importance.

–Khyati Khare
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China threat for Global Security  
(Gs Paper-2, Diplomacy Source- The Hindu)

Context:
•	 On 14th June, NATO leaders came out declaring that China is a persistent security challenge and is 

working to undermine the present global order.

Key Highlights:
•	 NATO leaders have stated that China’s goals and ‘assertive behavior is presenting systemic 

challenges to the rules-based international order and to the areas which are relevant to alliance 
security.’ 

•	 Joe Biden has persuaded all its allies to speak out against China’s trade, military, and human rights 
practices.

•	 Although in the group 30 heads of the states have not called China an enemy but said that it poses 
‘coercive policies’ and it should become more transparent as it is opaque in modernizing its armed 
forces and its use of misinformation. 

•	 China should imbibe international commitments.
•	 China was following forced labor practices and other human rights violations which are hugely 

impacting Uyghur Muslims and other ethnic minorities living in the western Xinjiang province.

NATO:
•	 The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is an association or a group of European and North 

American countries, formed after World War II as a bastion against Soviet aggression.

Views of other European Power:
•	 German Chancellor Angela Merkel has stated that NATO’s decision to name China as a threat “shouldn’t 

be overstated” because Beijing, is also a partner in some areas same as Russia. 
•	 China is one of Germany’s top trading partners and also Germany is hugely dependent on Russia in 

fulfilling the country’s energy needs.
•	 France’s President Emmanuel Macron pushed that alliance not to let China divert it from what he saw 

as more urgent issues facing NATO, including curbing terrorism and security issues related to Russia.
•	 NATO has also updated Article 5 to offer greater transparency on how the alliance should respond to 

major cyberattacks which is a rising concern during hacks aiming at the U.S. government and businesses 
around the globe by Russian hackers.

•	 Beyond expanding the possible use of the Article 5 mutual defense clause to space, the leaders also 
strengthen the definition of what is constituting such an attack in cyberspace, in a warning to any 
opposition that might use constant low-level attacks as a tactic.

China’s view:
•	 China has reverted to the G-7 communiqué saying that NATO is interfering in its internal matters and 

sovereignty and to those nations that are against China.
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-Khyati Khare

Tussle over Basmati  
(GS PAPER-3, International Agreements  
Related to IPRs SOURCE- Indian Express)

Context:
•	 India is the world’s largest exporter of basmati rice. Recently India has applied for the status of 

protected geographical indication (PGI) from the European Union’s Council on Quality Schemes 
for Agricultural Products and Foodstuffs. This status would give prime sole ownership of the 
basmati title in the EU.

What’s the issue of Tussle:
•	 Pakistan, which is the only main other basmati rice exporter in the world, is opposing this move as it 

would severely impact its own exports, especially as the EU is a prime market for its basmati.
•	 Pakistan has enacted the Geographical Indications (Registration and Protection) Act in March 2020, 

which gives the country the right to oppose Indian application for registration of exclusive rights of 
Basmati rice.

•	 While India has stated that Basmati is an Indian-origin product in its application, published in the EU’s 
official journal on September 11.
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•	 As per the EU’s official journal, any country can oppose the application for registration of a name 
pursuant to Article 50(2) (a) of Regulations (EU) of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
quality schemes for any agricultural products or any foodstuffs within three months from the date of its 
publication.

Background:
•	 In May 2010, GI status was given to basmati grown which was grown in Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, 

Himachal Pradesh, Uttrakhand, and parts of western Uttar Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir.

About GI Tag:
•	 A GI tag is primarily an agricultural, natural or a manufactured product originating from a definite 

geographical territory.
•	 Tag conveys an assurance of quality and distinctiveness, which is essentially attributable to the place of 

its origin.

Benefits:
•	 Once the GI protection is given, no other producer can misuse the name to the market of any similar 

products. It also provides comfort to customers about the authenticity and assurity of that product.

Who is a Registered Proprietor of a Geographical Indication:
•	 Any association or a group of persons, producers, organization, or authority established under the law 

can be a registered proprietor.
•	 Their name should be mentioned in the Register of Geographical Indication as registered proprietor for 

the Geographical Indication applied for.
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Validity:
•	 The registration of it is valid for a period of 10 years.
•	 Renewal can be performed from time to time for a further period of 10 years each.

Regulatory Body:
•	 Geographical Indications are mentioned as a component of intellectual property rights (IPRs) 

under the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property. It is also governed by the 
World Trade Organisation’s (WTO’s) Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPS).

–Khyati Khare

America’s Mistakes in the ‘Forever War’  
(The Hindu, International Relations, GS-2)

Context:
•	 USA President Joe Biden has set the September 11 deadline for all American troops to withdraw from 

Afghanistan. This withdrawal will end 20 years of the invasion by the United States. There were peace 
talks between the Afghan government and the Taliban that started in Doha last year.

A History about this Conflict:
•	 A terrorist attack in America on 11 September 2001, This attack killed  nearly 3,000 people in America. 

Osama Bin Laden was identified as the man responsible for this attack.  He was the head of Islamist 
terror group al-Qaeda

•	 The Taliban protected Bin Laden and refused to hand him over. A month after the 9/11 attack the US 
launched airstrikes against Afghanistan.

•	 The US was joined by an international coalition and NATO forces. This ousted the Taliban from power. 
•	 Now the Taliban turned into an insurgent force and continued deadly attacks.
•	 These attacks were destabilising subsequent Afghan governments.
•	 Since then, the US has been fighting a war against the Taliban.
•	 Every other president whoever is,from Obama to Biden there is a pressure on the government to quit 

from afghanistan because it takes too much human resources and financial resources
•	 The negotiations began in September 2018 with the appointment of Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad 

to initiate direct talks with the Taliban. After nine rounds of US-Taliban talks in Qatar, the two sides 
seemed close to an agreement.

Why Afghanistan is at the forefront since Ancient in terms of war:
•	 Afghanistan is the gateway to central asia.
•	 Afghanistan is a connecting link between the West and the most prosperous country India in the 

medieval times.
•	 The British empire sent troops to the country in 1839 on the pretext of a Russian invasion to India via 

Afghanistan, In this British empire ousted its ruler Dost Muhammad.
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•	 Afghanistan has access to the central asia resources.
•	 In 1979, the Soviet Union sent troops to Afghanistan to save the country’s communist regime from the 

USA.
•	 The current issue takes the birth in the rivalry of two Giants i.e. USA and USSR.
•	 The USSR faced a bloody Mujahideen resistance and had to pull back in 1989.

Issues Currently:
•	 Since May 1 the Taliban have seized eight districts in four different regions in afghanistan.
•	 22% of Afghanistan’s 398 districts are in the Taliban’s control.
•	 24% of these distt are with the government.
•	 Terrorist networks are now scattered across Asia and Africa. These are the networks which the U.S. 

vowed to destroy when it launched its global war on terror in Afghanistan.

What are the three Mistakes done by the USA in Context of Afghanistan 
Issue:
•	 The U.S went into Afghanistan to wage a war, without learning anything from the country’s history. This 

is a perfect example of U.S. obsession with the unipolar world. U.S. is retreating and its inconclusive war 
practically leaving Afghanistan to the mercy of the Taliban.

•	 The U.S. launched the Iraq invasion to topple Saddam Hussein and export democracy there at the same 
time Taliban got the oxygen to resurface again with the help of Pakistan.  By the time the U.S. shifted its 
focus back to Afghanistan, there were growing calls at home to end the “endless wars. Though the USA 
has defeated the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria.

•	 Now amid growing concern of war in Afghanistan, US could have withdrawn the forces quite smoothly 
rather suddenly. This has given more legitimacy to Taliban and a moral boost to Taliban to continue 
with the war against Afghanistan forces.

Why is this issue Important to India:
•	 There is much investment by India in Afghanistan e.g. SALMA dam, Construction of Parliament, 

Capacity building in terms of human resources and physical infrastructure.
•	 Afghanistan shares the boundary with India’s only one U.T, i.e. J&K.
•	 Taliban resurgence to power will certainly hit the cultural ties and it will again push Afghanistan’s 

society into the medieval ages.
•	 Sudden withdrawal from Afghanistan may help in spreading the radicalization of Youth in J&k.
•	 Afghanistan provides access to central Asia which will help India to have energy and mineral security.
•	 Afghanistan is rich in mineral resources such as Copper and Iron (Hajigak mines of copper in 

Afghanistan).

Extra Titbits:
History of India-Taliban Relations
A Commercial Airplane Named IC-814 Hijacked in 1999: 
•	 The plane was hijacked and taken to Kandahar in Afghanistan at that time Kandhar was under 

the control of the Taliban. This has resulted in negotiations and India had to release terrorists — 
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including Maulana Masood Azhar. These terrorists carried out terror attacks on Parliament (2001), 
in Pathankot (2016) and in Pulwama (2019).

•	 Taliban perceived India as a hostile country because India had supported the anti-Taliban force after 
the 9/11 attacks.

•	 India never gave diplomatic and official recognition to the Taliban when it was in power during 1996-
2001.

–Swarn Singh

Energy Inefficiency can short Circuit Cooling India  
(GS-3, Science and Technology, The Hindu, Editorial)

Context:
Climate change will give rise to global temperatures. This will give More frequent and intense heat waves. 
There have been 660 heat waves across India, These led to 12,273 deaths across the breadth and length. This 
climate change led rise in temperature will increase the demand for cooling.

A Delhi survey Results:
•	 It was a door to door household survey.
•	 43% of the households own an AC.
•	 39% own coolers.
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•	 The way households use ACs also differs quite a bit.
•	 Most households use an AC for three to four hours a day.
•	 15% use ACs for over eight hours a day. 
•	 Half of the households set their ACs between 24°C26°C.
•	 27% prefer their AC temperature to be between 21°C23°C.
•	 Every 1°C increase in AC set point temperature can lead to additional  6% energy savings.
•	 Only 7% of the households have an energy efficient (starrated) fan.
•	 88% of the coolers are locally assembled.

What are the Obstacles in Achieving the Targets Under Cooling Action 
plan and India’s Target to Fight Against Climate Change:
•	 Households did not know of the Star Labelling programme.
•	 Lack of awareness in households about energy efficiency’s best practices.
•	 Higher upfront cost of Air conditioners and simultaneous low market availability of efficient air 

conditioners.
•	 Government passive efforts in achieving the aims.
•	 Issue in the implementation of plans.

Way Forward:
•	 Use of non energy cooling methods such as natural ventilation.
•	 Majority of investments in cooling technologies such as improving the infrastructure
•	 Need of the behavioral change in the population about Energy efficiency etc.
•	 Awareness campaigns on the benefits of energy efficiency to all stakeholders.
•	 Subsidies and financial incentives which will help in decreasing the higher upfront costs.
•	 Encouraging the use of passive cooling alternatives  which includes energy efficient building designs, 

decreasing of cooling loads etc.

What is India’s Cooling Action Plan:
Objectives of ICAP:
1. Assessment of cooling requirements across sectors for about next 20 years.
2. Mapping the technologies that are available to cater the cooling requirement including passive 

interventions, refrigerant-based technologies and alternative technologies such as not-in-kind 
technologies,

3. Provide suggestion about the interventions in each sector to provide for sustainable cooling and thermal 
comfort for all,

4. Focus on skill set of Refrigeration and air-conditioning(RAC) service technicians

What are the Targets:
•	 By year 2037-38 there should be reduction of cooling demand across sectors by 20% to 25 % 
•	 Reduction of refrigerant demand by 25% to 30% by year 2037-38.
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•	 Reduction of cooling energy requirements by 25% to 40% by year 2037-38.
•	 Training and certification of 1 lakh servicing sector technicians by the year 2022-23 which will be under 

Skill India Mission.
•	 Recognize “cooling and related areas” of research under the national S&T Programme.

Environmental, Social and Economic benefits of ICAP:
•	 Thermal comfort for all which specifically includes cooling for Economically Weaker Section (EWS) 

and Low Income Group (LIG) housing
•	 Sustainable cooling so that low (Greenhouse Gas)GHG emissions related to cooling.
•	 Doubling Farmers Income for which plan will help to create better cold chain infrastructure which 

further enhances the value of produce to farmers, less wastage of produce
•	 Skilled workforce for better livelihoods and environmental protection, there by skill Indian mission.
•	 Make in India will help domestic manufacturing of air-conditioning and related cooling equipment.
•	 Robust R&D on alternative cooling technologies will give thrust to innovation in the cooling sector.

What are India’s target about INDC  
(Intended Nationally Determined Contributions):
What is INDC:
•	 Every country which is a party to the Paris climate summit under UNFCCC has to submit her goal so 

that the overall target of Paris submit can be achieved. 
•	 India has submitted its Intended Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC) to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change.
•	 The INDCs are recognized under the agreement and they are not legally binding.

India’s INDC
•	 India has to achieve the GDP emissions intensity by 33 to 35 per cent by 2030 below 2005 levels. 
•	 India has to increase the share of non-fossil fuels-based electricity to 40 per cent by 2030.
•	 India has to achieve an increase in the  forest cover which will absorb 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of carbon 

dioxide by 2030.

What is UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change) all about:
•	 It was an outcome of the Earth summit which took place in 1992. This earth summit took climate 

change as the center stage and help in supporting the global response to the threat of climate change.
•	 This Convention has 197 Parties which make it almost universal in nature. There is a treaty of the 2015 

Paris Agreement. 
•	 The UNFCCC is also a precursor treaty of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol.
•	 It’s secretariat is located in Bonn, Germany.

What is Paris climate Deal:
•	 signed on 22 April 2016.
•	 A global effort to curtail the rise of global temperature this century below 2-degree Celsius above pre-

industrial levels
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•	 A global effort to pursue efforts to limit the increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius.
•	 Develop mechanisms to help and support countries that are very vulnerable to the impact of climate 

change.
•	 Carbon Dioxide emissions reductions by 20%

–Swarn Singh

SIPRI Report  
(GS PAPER-2, India and its  

Neighborhood Source- The Hindu)

Context:
According to a report published in the SIPRI Yearbook 2021 recently the number of nuclear warheads which 
are ready and deployed are increasing globally.

SIPRI Yearbook:
This book is released by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) which is involved 
in the domain of international armament and conflict. This book assesses the current state of armaments, 
disarmament and international security.

Key Highlights:
•	 Nine Nuclear Armed States: At present there are nine nuclear armed states 

US, Russia, the U.K., France, China, India, Pakistan, Israel and North Korea. 
They together possessed an estimated 13,080 nuclear weapons at the start of 2021. Even Russia and 
the US togetherly have over 90% of global nuclear weapons .However Both the US and Russia have 
approved the extension of the New start Treaty  but the treaty will expire in Feb 2021.At present  China’s 
nuclear arsenal consists of 350 warheads . China is modernising and expanding its nuclear weapon 
inventory. India possessed an estimated 156 nuclear warheads at the start of this year  compared to 150 
at the start of l2020, while Pakistan had 165 warheads, compared to last year.

•	 Largest Military Spenders: The growth in total spending in 2020 on arsenals was largely influenced 
by expenditure patterns in the United States and China who are first and second largest spenders on 
arsenal respectively). India’s spending of USD 72.9 billion, an increase of 2.1% in 2020, ranked it as the 
third highest spender on arsenals in the world.

•	 Importers of Major Arms: SIPRI has shown 164 states as importers of major arms in 2016-20 in its 
report. The five largest arms importers were Saudi Arabia, India, Egypt, Australia and China, which 
together accounted for 36% of total arms imports according to the report.

•	 Suppliers of Major Arms: The five largest suppliers of arsenals in 2016-20 – the United States, Russia, 
France, Germany and China – accounted for 76% of the total volume of exports of major arms.

Recent Instances of Armed Conflict:
•	 The territorial conflict between India and Pakistan over Kashmir- The situation in 2020 was  largely 

reverted to the status quo of relatively low levels of armed violence.
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•	 Border tension between India and China- In June 2020, for the first time in over five decades, the 
disputed eastern Ladakh region of Kashmir turned into a new battle ground.

•	 Tigray Region- A new armed conflict broke out in November 2020 between federal government forces 
and the Tigray People’s Liberation Front who has done massive killing.

Nuclear Weapons:
•	 Nuclear weapon can be said to be a device designed to release energy in a highly explosive manner as a 

result of nuclear fission, nuclear fusion, or a combination of both.
•	 Fission weapons are popularly referred to as atomic bombs, and fusion weapons are categorized as 

thermonuclear bombs or, more commonly, hydrogen bombs.

Treaties Preventing Nuclear Proliferation and Testing:
•	 Nuclear Non- Proliferation Treaty
•	 Partial Test Ban Treaty
•	 The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
•	 The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), 

Other Related Initiatives:
•	 Nuclear Supplier Group
•	 Missile Technology Control Regime
•	 Hague Code of Conduct
•	 Wassenaar Arrangement

India’s Nuclear Weapon Program:
•	 India conducted its first nuclear test in May 1974, but  remains outside both the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) as well as Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).
•	 However, India did have a  facility-specific safeguards agreement with the International Atomic Energy 

Agency and a waiver from the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) .
•	 India got admitted as a member into the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) in 2016, 

Wassenaar Arrangement in 2017 and Australia Group in 2018.
•	 India maintains its commitment to No first use  of nuclear weapons officially 

–Khyati Khare

Mughal Architecture  
Gs Paper-1, Indo-Islamic Architecture Source- The Hindu

Context:
•	 The Archaeological Survey of India has recently notified that all centrally protected monuments, sites, 

and museums across the country including the Humayun’s Tomb will reopen for visitors from mid of 
June.
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•	 Humayun’s tomb in Delhi is known for its fine specimen of the great Mughal architecture.ASI, working 
under the Ministry of Culture, is the premier organization for the archaeological research and protection 
of the cultural heritage of India.

Highlights:
About Humayun’s Tomb:
•	 This tomb was built in 1570, having cultural significance as it was the first garden tomb on the Indian 

subcontinent.
•	 It has inspired several major architectural innovations, culminating in the construction of the white 

marble building Taj Mahal.
•	 It was built under the patronage of Humayun’s son, the great Emperor Akbar.
•	 It is also known as the ‘dormitory of the Mughals’ as in the cells are buried over 150 Mughal family 

members.
•	 It is an example of the Charbagh (a four-quadrant garden with the four rivers of Quranic paradise 

represented), with pools joined by channels.
•	 UNESCO recognized it as a World Heritage site in 1993.

     

       

About Mughal Architecture:
•	 This building style flourished in northern and central India under the patronage of the great Mughal 

emperors.
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•	 The Mughal period symbolized a striking revival of Islamic architecture in northern India under the 
patronage of the Mughal emperors, Persian, Indian, and various provincial styles were amalgamated to 
produce works of unusual quality and refinement.

•	 It got expanded especially in north India that these can be seen further in the colonial architecture of 
Indo-Saracenic style.

Key Features:
•	 Mixed Architecture: It was an amalgamation of Indian, Persian, and Turkish architectural styles.
•	 Diversity: Different types of buildings were made such as majestic gates (entrances), forts, mausoleums, 

palaces, mosques, sarais, tombs, etc.
•	 Building material: Mostly, red sandstone and white marble were used in their building.
•	 Specialty: Specific features such as the Charbagh style of the mausoleums, pronounced bulbous domes, 

pietra- dura, slender turrets at the corners, broad gateways, beautiful calligraphy, arabesque, and 
geometric patterns on pillars and walls, and palace halls supported on pillars can be seen.

Deep Ocean Mission  
(Gs Paper-2, Government Policies, And Interventions Source- The Hindu)

Context:
•	 The government of India has approved the ‘Deep Ocean Mission’ to study biodiversity, the impact 

of climate change, and the establishment of an offshore marine station to explore sources of thermal 
energy.

About:
•	 The Ministry of Earth Sciences has proposed a ‘Deep Ocean Mission’ aiming to explore the Deep Ocean 

for searching resources and to develop deep-sea technologies for unceasing use of ocean resources. 
•	 The project is a five-year mission to be implemented in phases with an estimated cost of Rs4,077 crore. 

The first phase of the project is for three years (2021-2024).
•	 Indian Organizations such as ISRO, BARC, CSIR, DRDO, the Department of Biotechnology, and some 

other bodies will assist the Ministry of Earth Sciences in its implementation.
•	 The expertise and technology for this mission are available only in five countries- the US, Russia, France, 

Japan, and China. 
•	 India is the sixth country to adopt this technology. 
•	 This mission will explore strategic polymetallic nodules such as Copper, Nickel, Cobalt, and Manganese 

in the Central Indian Ocean basin.
•	 “The mission will also focus on changes, because of climate change, to study more deep-sea biodiversity. 
•	 It will also conduct a deep-sea survey. 
•	 There is also the establishment of an advanced marine station for ocean biology and also an offshore 

ocean station (to explore) thermal energy as part of the mission.
•	 It will conduct research on climate variables and support the Blue economy of the country that includes 

marine fisheries, off-shore energy, and coastal tourism.
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Six Components of the Mission:

1. Development of high-end technologies for deep-sea mining and manned submersible

2. Development of ocean climate change advisory services

3. Technological innovations for deep exploration and conservation of deep-sea biodiversity

4. Deep ocean survey and its exploration

5. Off-shore ocean energy and freshwater from the ocean

6. Advanced establishment of marine station for ocean biology

Khayti Khare
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Loan to Srilanka (GS PAPER -2, India and its neighborhood 
Source- The Hindu)

Context:
•	 India has signed an agreement extending a USD 100 million Line of Credit (LOC) to its neighbor Sri 

Lanka for projects related to the Solar Energy Sector.
•	 This LOC is for a period of 20 years, with an interest of 1.75%.
•	 This agreement was signed between the Government of Sri Lanka and the Export-Import (EXIM) Bank 

of India.
•	 EXIM Bank is a specialized financial institution and is solely owned by the Government of India.

What is Line of Credit:
•	 It is a credit facility extended by any bank or any other financial institution to a government, business, 

or individual customer, that can enable the customer to draw the maximum loan amount.
•	 The borrower can access funds from the line of credit at any point of  time as long as they do not exceed 

the maximum amount (or credit limit) set in the signed agreement and meet any other requirements 
such as making timely minimum payments etc 

Significance of the Line of Credit:
•	 It will help Srilanka to finance various projects in the solar energy sector such as rooftop solar photovoltaic 

systems for households and government buildings.
•	 Some of these projects were already announced during the Founding Conference of the International 

Solar Alliance (ISA).

International Solar Alliance:
•	 This initiative was launched by the Indian Prime Minister and the President of France in 2015 on the 

sidelines of the United Nations Climate Change Conference of Parties (CoP 21) with 121 solar resource-
rich countries lying fully or partially between the tropic of Cancer and tropic of Capricorn as prospective 
members.

•	 89 countries have signed the ISA framework agreement up to 2021.
•	 Its’ vision is to enable One World, One Sun, One Grid (OSOWOG).

-Khyati Khare

Jobless Growth  
Gs Paper-3, Growth Source-pib

Context:
•	 Jobless growth is an economic phenomenon in which a macroeconomy experiences growth while 

maintaining or decreasing its level of employment.
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•	 The Indian growth experience of the last decade can be called jobless growth as the rate of employment 
growth is less than population growth.

The following Aspects can be Highlighted Regarding this:
•	 While the share of employment has largely declined in the Agriculture sector, the Service and 

Manufacturing sectors have failed to absorb all the people shifting from the agriculture sector.
•	 The rapid rise of employment opportunities in the informal or unorganized sector in recent years is 

another aspect of employment generation in India, which further marginalizes labor.
•	 While the IT or Service Sector has been the spearhead of economic growth in India after the advent of 

globalization, they can’t absorb any significant labor. Because the sector requires highly skilled people 
only.

•	 During 2005-10, only 1 million net jobs per annum were generated in the organized sector, whereas 60 
million people entered the labor market of India.

•	 Large scale unemployment among engineering graduates, postgraduates like MBA and doctorates are 
other examples of jobless growth. This is the reason why lakhs of students including engineers, MBA or 
Ph.D. students applied for only 300 posts of peon in Uttar Pradesh.

Way Forward:
•	 The answer to jobless growth lies in policy initiatives that will promote the manufacturing and services 

sector. Reforms in labor laws, provision of infrastructure, encouragement of small-scale industries, 
and promotion of export-oriented light industries that are manpower intensive are some of the policy 
initiatives that are required.

•	 The experiences of developed countries have demonstrated that the growth of smaller businesses can 
drive employment generation.

•	 Further education and skill development is the need of the hour to increase employment with economic 
growth by harnessing the potential of demographic dividend.

–Khyati Khare

A Place for Disruptive Technology in India’s Health Sector  
(The Hindu, GS-2, Health)

Context:
The medical community has been selfless during this COVID-19 times in particular on one hand and  this 
community is also losing a number of staff on the other. They only have masks and gloves as the protective 
gear which exposes them to great risk. So in this COVID-19 time technology can be a great game changer 
for both i.e. Health workers and patients.

What about the International Scenario:
•	 There are reports where hospitals are using robots to care for COVID-19 affected patients.
•	 In China 5G-powered temperature measurement devices are used at the entrance to flag patients who 

have fever/fever-like symptoms. 
•	 Robots are used to measure heart rates and blood oxygen levels through smart bracelets and rings that 
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patients wear
•	 Robots are also used to sanities wards. 

In India:
•	 Sawai Man Singh government hospital in Jaipur held trials with a humanoid robot to deliver food and 

medicines to COVID-19 patients.

How Technology can be used in the Health Sector:
•	 Blockchain technology can help in addressing the interoperability challenge.
•	 Block chain will help in combining history of all medical data, including formal medical records 
•	 Health data from mobile applications and wearable sensors will also help in contributing to Big-Data.
•	 Big data analytics can help improve patient-based services.
•	 hospital health-care facilities can be improved.
•	 AI and the Internet of Medical Things will shape health-care applications.
•	 Medical autonomous systems will help in creating supporting medical care delivery within a complex 

environment.
•	 The Medical Autonomous system will include an autonomous critical care system, autonomous 

intubation, autonomous cricothyrotomy and other autonomous interventional procedures which will 
further improve the health data and delivery of health services.

•	 Cloud computing will help in improving the accessibility of data to the whole health sector, especially 
data exchanges between doctors, departments, and even institutions and medical providers.

•	 Universal health coverage (UHC) which is one of the most powerful concepts in making health services 
accessible.

•	 Universal health coverage (UHC) takes  help of digital technologies, led by a robust strategy integrating 
human, financial, organizational and technological resources.

Possible challenges:
•	 Synchronization and integration, developing a template for sharing data, and reengineering of data will 

remain a forefront challenges
•	 Big data applications should help the hospitals to provide the best facilities at less cost, provide a level 

playing field for all sectors and players which further foster competition.
•	 Standardization of health data across the health sector
•	 Working of organization in silos such as private sector and government sector
•	 Data security and data privacy and ensuring the Rights are at the same time.
•	 High investments.

Way Forward:
•	 India needs to own its digital health strategy
•	 A Digital Health strategy (DHS) must work and lead towards universal health coverage and person-

centred care.
•	 This DHS strategy should emphasize the ethical appropriateness of digital technologies, cross the digital 

divide, and ensure inclusion across the economy
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•	 Ayushman Bharat’ and other such tools such as Information and Communication Technology could be 
be fine-tuned with other public and private interventions

•	 Using local knowledge:- For example Ebola virus outbreak in Africa, where communities proactively 
helped curtail the spread

•	 Indonesia experienced the bird flu outbreak in poultry farmers, and her community response was 
tremendous.

Extra Titbits:
National Health Policy (NHP) 2017:
•	 Assurance based approach: NHP advocates a progressive incremental assurance-based approach with 

special focus on preventive and promotive healthcare for all strata of population.
•	 Health Card linked to health facilities: NHP recommends the linking of health cards to primary care 

facilities for a comprehensive and defined package of services anywhere in the country.
•	 Patient Centric Approach: NHP recommends the setting up of a separate and empowered medical 

tribunal for speedy resolution to address disputes /complaints regarding standards of care, prices of 
services etc

•	 Micronutrient Deficiency: NHP here focuses upon reducing micronutrient malnourishment and 
thereby providing a systematic approach to address heterogeneity in micronutrient adequacy across 
regions in india.

•	 Quality of Care: Public hospitals and facilities would undergo periodic measurements and certification 
to ensure a level of quality to be maintained.

•	 NHP Focus on Standard Regulatory Framework to eliminate risks of inappropriate care by maintaining 
adequate standards of diagnosis and treatment.

•	 Make-in-India Initiative:- NHP is vocal about the need to incentivize local manufacturing to provide 
customized indigenous products for Indian population in the long run.

•	 Application of Digital Health: NHP advocates extensive deployment of digital tools for improving the 
efficiency and outcome of the healthcare system which further aims at an integrated health information 
system which serves the needs of all stake-holders.

•	 This policy advocates about improving efficiency, transparency, and citizen experience.
•	 NHP provides for private sector engagement for strategic purchase for critical gap filling and for 

achievement of health goals.

The Key Goals Under National Health Policy:
•	 Allocating 2/3rd or more of financial and physical resources to primary care.
•	 To Increase Life Expectancy at birth from 67.5 to 70 by 2025.
•	 To reduce Total fertility rate (TFR) to 2.1 at national and sub-national level by 2025.
•	 To reduce Under Five Mortality (U/5) to 23 by 2025 and Maternal mortality rate (MMR) from current 

levels to 100 by 2020.
•	 To reduce infant mortality rate (IMR) to 28 by 2019.
•	 To reduce neonatal mortality to 16 
•	 To achieve global target 90:90:90 for HIV/AIDS
•	 To achieve and maintain elimination status of Leprosy by 2018, Kala-Azar by 2017 and Lymphatic 
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Filariasis in endemic pockets by 2017.
•	 Ayushman Bharat Abhiyan (A way for universal Health Coverage):-

Key Features:
•	 This health insurance scheme will provide free coverage of up to Rs 5 lakh per family per year at any 

hospital which is empaneled in this scheme, which includes both private and public all over India for 
secondary and tertiary medical care facilities.

•	 This scheme will be given to 10 crore beneficiary families and about 50 crore Indian citizens. 
•	 This scheme takes data based on Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) data in the rural and the urban 

areas.  
•	 There are no restrictions on the basis of family size, age or gender.
•	 It is like other medical insurance schemes and covers almost all diseases from day one of the Ayushman 

Bharat policy. 
•	 This scheme includes benefit cover includes both pre and post hospitalization expenses.
•	 Premiums of insurance will be shared between Central and State Governments in a specified ratio. 
•	 The NHPM (National Health Protection Mission) will pay for the hospitalization costs of its beneficiaries 

through strategic purchasing from public and private hospitals.
•	 The 1.5 lakh sub-centers that are converted into wellness center.
•	 Wellness centers will cater to the majority of services such as detection and treatment of cardiovascular 

diseases, screening for common cancers, mental health, care of the elderly, eye care, etc.

Analysis of Ayushman Bharat Scheme:
•	 There is Inadequate human resources with requisite skill-sets to implement the scheme at the state level.
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•	 There is lack of time and manpower to distribute the PM letters and other IEC materials. 
•	 There is a general lack of Infrastructure (Temporary Office Space) 
•	 Insufficient information Detailed information about the scheme/package was not shared by the kiosks; 

as some of the beneficiaries we met lamented: 
•	 There are long waiting time at kiosk for completing the identification

Way Forward:
•	 Awareness: Government should set up stalls in various trade-fairs, organize (mega) camps periodically, 

arrange special outreach programmes in inaccessible regions;
•	 Conduct more IEC activities involving local communities/youths (like Saksyam Yuva scheme in 

Haryana)(e.g. Nukkad Play) and local PRIs, local political party cadres (for example Better use social 
media such as FB/WhatsApp) 

•	 Identification: This Involve the village/ward representatives (such as PRI members)
•	 Put in place mechanisms for automatic registration using the latest database (Aadhar/Ration Card) 
•	 Overcoming supply side constraints: Put in place a designated Cell with the requisite skill set for 

carrying out IEC activities. Hire a professional agency to make the IEC materials in regional languages.

Swarn Singh

In India, Looking beyond the Binary to a Spectrum  
(GS-2, Governance, The Hindu)

Context:
A case was filed in the High Court of Delhi surrounding the question of same  sex marriages. The Solicitor 
General of India was called upon and made himself available only to request the court to have the matter 
adjourned on the ground that it was not urgent.

What is Right:
•	 Rights are nothing but the obligations of the state. These rights are formulated to ascertain twin 

principles viz. Anti-dehumanisation and Anti-hierarchy. In India, this can be reflected in a chapter on 
Fundamental Rights in the constitution. 

•	 The division of human rights can be categorized into four generations which was initially proposed in 
1979 by the Czech jurist Karel Vasak at the International Institute of Human Rights in Strasbourg.

What are the four Category of Human Rights:
First-generation Human Rights:
•	 Also known as blue rights.
•	 They deal with liberty and participation in political life.
•	 They are negative in character which protect the individual from excesses of the state. 
•	 Examples of these are the right to life, equality before the law, freedom of speech, freedom of religion, 
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property rights, the right to a fair trial, and voting rights.

Second-generation Human Rights:
•	 They are fundamentally economic, social, and cultural in character.
•	 They guarantee different members of a section of society equal conditions and treatment.
•	 These include the right to be employed in just and favorable conditions, rights to food, housing and 

health care, as well as social security and unemployment benefits.

Third-generation Human Rights:
•	 They are also known as Solidarity human rights.
•	 These include a new generation right.
•	 These include Right to self-determination, Right to economic and social development, Right to a healthy 

environment, Right to natural resources.

Fourth generation of Human Rights:
•	 The rights that cannot be included in the third generation, future claims of first and second generation 

rights and new rights.
•	 Examples of these rights are The right to equally access computing and digital spaces, The right to 

digital self-determination, The right to digital security, The right to access one’s own digital data.

Issue of 377:
•	 This was a colonial legacy. Which said that “whoever voluntarily has carnal intercourse against the 

order of nature with any man, woman or animal shall be punished”.
•	 This section was challenged on the particularity of article 14,19 and 21 of Indian constitution.

Problems faced by LGBT Community:
•	 Physical and emotional abuses against lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people including arbitrary 

arrests, violence, bullying in schools, denial of access to health and harassment at work.  
•	 A high level of depression is amongst members of the LGBT community 
•	 Failures because of societal rules and discrimination in a normal life.  
•	 Financial security is denied to these people 
•	 Constant police harassment of the gay community.  
•	 Doctors need to say that homosexuality is not a disease.  
•	 Government should do capacity building of doctors to understand health issues specific to the 

homosexual community, it needs to be part of the educational curriculum.

Indian Perspective on same Sex Marriage:
•	 In India general marriage are governed under Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, Indian Christian Marriage 

Act, 1872, Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937.
•	 same-sex and queer marriages are not clearly recognized in India and neither by society.
•	 Arun kumar and Sreeja vs The Inspector General of Registration and Ors:- Madurai Bench of the High 

Court of Madras employed a progressive  interpretation holding that the term ‘bride’ under the Hindu 
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Marriage Act, 1955 includes transwomen and intersex persons identifying as women. 

What are the Court Judgments Regarding IPC 377?
Naz Foundation vs. Govt. of NCT of Delhi (2009)
•	 Delhi High Court struck off in its famous judgement on section 377. Court specifically legalizing 

consensual homosexual activities between adults.
•	 Suresh Kumar Koushal Case (2013)
•	 SC completely overturned the previous judgment by Delhi High Court (2009) that decriminalized 

homosexual acts and criminalized homosexuality once again.
•	 In 150 years less than 200 persons had been prosecuted under Section 377.
•	 SC argued that, “plight of sexual minorities” could not be used as an argument for deciding the 

constitutionality of law.
•	 Further, SC said that it was for the legislature to look into the desirability of deleting section 377 of IPC.

Justice K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of India (2017)
•	 Right to Privacy is intrinsic to life and liberty and must be included in Fundamental right under Article 

21 of the Indian constitution.
•	 Bodily autonomy was an integral part of the right to privacy said by Supreme court
•	 Sexual orientation of an individual is one’s choice.

Navtej Singh Johar vs. Union Of India (2018)
•	 This judgement decriminalized homosexuality.
•	 Why decriminalization of 377 is a milestone:-
•	 It recognizes the rights of most discriminated persons.
•	 It shows the upholding of fundamental rights to all.
•	 It is progressive judgment which will further gives consolidation to same sex marriage’s rights.
•	 Protection of Human rights under United nation human declaration for which India is party.

International views on the issue of same sex Marriage and LGBTQIA+ 
rights:

Constitutional Court of South Africa In 2005:

•	 Minister of Home Affairs and Another vs Fourie case:- where court said that the common law definition 
of marriage i.e. “a union of one man with one woman” was inconsistent with the Constitution of the 
Republic of South Africa

•	 So the words “or spouse” was included in place of “husband”. 
•	 The South African government enacted  the Civil Union Act, 2006 which said marriage is voluntary 

union of two persons above 18 years of age.

In Australia:
•	 The Same-Sex Relationships (Equal Treatment in Commonwealth Laws – General Law Reform) Act 

2008 was enacted which provide provide equal entitlements for same-sex couples in matters of, inter 
alia, social security, employment and taxation.
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•	 England and Wales:-
•	 the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 enabled same-sex couples to marry in civil ceremonies or 

with religious rites.

United States of America:
•	 Supreme Court of the United States decided that the fundamental right to marry is guaranteed to same-

sex couples.
•	 Obergefell vs Hodges ushered in a landmark shift in the American position and allowing same-sex 

marriages

A case of Ireland:
•	 Ireland is 1st country which recognizes and legalizes the same sex marriages.

Way forward:
•	 Where ever there is any legal or statutory bar to same  sex and queer marriages must necessarily be held 

to be unconstitutional and specifically on the violation of article 14,19 and 21.
•	 There is a recognition that the unequal laws discriminating against the LGBTQIA+ community have 

acted and are acting as a trigger to reform and modernize the legal system which in actual sense provides 
equality.

•	 Self Respect marriages were legalized in Tamil Nadu through amendments to the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.
•	 A community evolved mechanism which ensure the rights of all people especially LGBTQIA+ should 

be protected.
•	 Government must amend the laws and put a progressive definition of marriage.
•	 Court must also pronounced a progressive and more sensitive approach towards the deprived people of 

same sex marriage.
•	 172nd Law Commission Report recommended deletion of Section 377. 
•	 In 2016, a UN report had urged to decriminalize consensual homosexual relations.
•	 Government bodies need to be sensitized and made aware about the changed position of law to ensure 

that the LGBTQ community is not denied public services or harassed for their sexual orientation.

Swarn Singh

Funding in Election System  
(GS PAPER-2, Functions and Responsibilities of  

Various Constitutional Bodies,  
Transparency, and Accountability  

Source- The Hindu)

Context:
•	 In a democracy, power is supposed to flow from popular or people’s approval, as a mandate given in 

elections.
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•	 However, in practice, it has been observed, this system is often distorted by a number of factors, financial 
power, and muscle powers being the most prominent of them.

•	 This leads to the case, where the Political parties are seen to shape policy not as per the desires of their 
voters but their funders.

•	 Moreover, the government has brought many legal changes in the foreign Contribution and Regulation 
Act (2013), which is increasing the influence of anonymous corporate funding in the elections.

•	 Further, lack of transparency in political funding is a prime concern and experts believe that electoral 
bonds have made it worse.

•	 Unfortunately, these changes in India’s election funding system are creating more loopholes that allow 
moneyed interest groups to surmount influence on political parties.

Issues In India’s Election Funding System:
Electoral Bonds:
•	 In 2017, the Government has introduced electoral bonds, a new form of anonymity to thousands of 

crores of donations.
•	 Under this scheme, only the ruling party via the State Bank of India (SBI) has a sole account of all 

donations being made via electoral bonds.
•	 Neither Parliament, the Election Commission, and the Opposition parties do not have this information, 

nor do the public.
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•	 Electoral bonds provide political power to get funds from companies, wealthy individual donors, and 
foreign entities, thus diluting the universal franchise of one voter-one vote.

Amendments in FCRA, 1976:
•	 In 2014, the Delhi High Court gave a verdict that two national political parties were guilty of illegally 

accepting donations from two companies registered in India but whose operating their shareholder via 
the foreign company.

•	 In 2016 and 2018, the government of India has amended the FCRA through the annual Finance Bills, 
to retrospectively legalize all the violations.

•	 According to the amendment, earlier, foreign companies or companies where the controlling stake was 
taken by a foreign company couldn’t contribute; now they can.

•	 According to the Election Commission of India, this can allow unchecked foreign funding of political 
parties in India, which could lead to Indian policies being influenced by any foreign companies.

Amendments in Companies Act, 2013:
•	 The Finance Bill of 2017 amended Section 182 of the Companies Act 2013 to remove the need for 

declaring disaggregated donations to any political parties.
•	 In the past only profit-making domestic companies were able to contribute to political parties; now 

loss-making companies can too.
•	 Further, the limit of 7.5% for corporate donations to political parties has been completely removed.
•	 With this amendment corporations are free to donate whatever amount of money and are not liable to 

tell the recipient of their donations.

Nullifying RTI Effect:
•	 The Right to Information Act, 2005 is enabling easier access to information held by public authorities.
•	 However, the above changes could in effect nullify the overall impact of transparency provisions even if 

political parties come under the ambit of Right to Information (RTI).

Election Commission of India:
•	 The Election Commission of India is an autonomous constitutional authority of India which is 

responsible for administering Union and State election processes in India.
•	 The body administers elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, and State Legislative Assemblies in the 

country and the offices of the President and Vice President.

Structure of the Election Commission:
•	 Originally the commission had only one election commissioner but after the Election Commissioner 

Amendment Act 1989, it has become a multi-member body.
•	 The body consists of one Chief Election Commissioner and two Election Commissioners.
•	 The secretariat of the commission is situated in New Delhi.
•	 At the level of the state, the election commission is assisted by the Chief Electoral Officer.
•	 In India, the President appoints the Chief Election Commissioner and Election Commissioners.
•	 The body has a fixed tenure of six years, or up to the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.
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•	 They enjoy the same status and receive salary and perks as available to Judges of the Apex court of India.
•	 The Chief Election Commissioner can be removed from office only through a process of removal similar 

to that of a Supreme Court judge by Parliament.

Measures were taken for Electoral Reform:
Legislative Measures:
•	 Put a Limit on the spending of candidate
•	 Under Rule 90 of the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961, a candidate who is contesting in Lok Sabha polls 

can spend up to ₹70 lakh and in an assembly election up to ₹28 lakh, depending on the state in which 
the person is contesting polls.

•	 A private member bill was presented in the Parliament which intended to do away with the limit on 
election spending by candidates.

•	 The move was taken on the grounds that the ceiling on election expenses ends up being counterproductive 
by encouraging candidates to under-report their expenditure.

•	 In 2003, a law was passed by the Parliament of India after the Tehelka scam took place.
•	 According to the report donations to political parties will receive 100% income tax exemptions for 

donors.

2. Measures by ECI:
•	 Political Parties Registration Tracking Management System: To permit an applicant to track the progress 

of his/her application.
•	 Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation Programme (SVEEP): ECI organizes voter 

awareness campaigns in order to educate and aware voters.

3. Measures by Judiciary:
•	 Supreme Court in the following cases recommended various reforms:
•	 In the Union of India versus Association of Democratic Reforms 2002 case: Contesting candidates need 

to disclose their assets and liabilities, criminal convictions, etc. in a holistic way at the time of filing their 
nomination paper for the election.

•	 In the Ramesh Dalal versus Union of India 2005 case: A legislator will be disqualified from contesting 
elections if, on the day of filing the nomination papers, he/she stands convicted in a Court of law.

•	 In Lily Thomas versus Union of India 2013 case: The nature of disqualification for being a member of 
the Parliament or assembly as provided under Article 101(3) & 190(3) is automatic and takes place with 
immediate effect.

•	 In the People’s Union of Civil Liberties versus Union of India 2013 case: Voters enjoy “Right to Negative 
Vote” or Right to not to use in the election process and directed the ECI to include the choice of “NOTA” 
in the ballot paper.

Way Forward:
•	 Transparency in Electoral Bonds: Even though the Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of 

electoral bonds in India, it could order full and real-time disclosure, to the actual benefit of transparency 
and accountability.
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•	 Moral Leadership: Companies and political parties could exercise moral leadership and voluntarily 
disclose the identity of recipients and donors, as the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha recently did.

•	 State Funding of Elections: In many advanced countries, elections are funded publicly. This ensures 
principles of parity, equality and there is not too great a resource gap between the ruling party and the 
opposition.

•	 Transition Towards Civic Culture: India has been a democracy for nearly 75 years. Now in order to 
make the government more accountable and transparent, the voters should become self-aware and 
reject candidates and parties that violate the principle of free and fair, and neutral elections.

Conclusion:
•	 Every vote is not equally valuable if companies will be able to influence policies through hidden 

donations for their self-benefit.
•	 The winner of this arrangement is the ruling party, whether at the Centre or in a State, and the loser is 

the average voter or the person sitting in the middle of the road.

-Khyati Khare
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The Comrades and their Divergent Perspectives  
(The Hindu, GS-2, International Relations)

Context:
Russian President Vladimir Putin has recently asserted that both India and China are “responsible” enough 
to solve issues between their countries. They debar any “extra-regional power” to interfere in the process.

Why Russia is Important to India:
•	 The historical character of the bilateral relationship i.e. India was close to USSR during cold war era 

and USSR too helped India in it’s economic development.
•	 Defense partnership: Russia still dominates the Indian defense inventory to the tune of about 70 per 

cent even after diversifying defense trade partners.
•	 Issue of Critical technology: Russia remains the only partner that is willing to give India critical 

technologies, such as a nuclear submarine and other space capabilities.
•	 Critical security issues: The emerging Russia-China strategic relationship has important security 

consequences for India.
•	 UNSC(UN Security Council): Russia also reaffirmed its “unwavering support” to India for a permanent 

seat in an expanded UN Security Council.
•	 Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG): Russia expressed its support for India’s membership of the Nuclear 

Suppliers Group.
•	 Both countries have mutual benefits in supporting struggle against terrorism, Afghanistan, issues in 

Syria, climate change; organizations like SCO, BRICS, G-20 and ASEAN.

India and China Relations:- (History so Far)
Ancient and Modern:
•	 The Silk Road not only served as a major trade route between India and China.
•	 China was involved in a growing opium trade with the East India Company.
•	 According to the Shimla conference 1914, India and China had the Mac Mohan line which separated 

them.
•	 1950:

CURRENT AFFAIRSCURRENT AFFAIRS
JUNE 2021JUNE 2021
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 ▶ Formal establishment of India and China diplomatic relations
 ▶ India was the first non-socialist country to establish relations with China.
 ▶ The phrase Hindi Chini Bhai Bhai became famous.
 ▶ Bandung Conference :- Both countries attended and jointly advocated the Bandung Spirit of 

solidarity, friendship and cooperation.
 ▶ It has led to the decolonization of the whole of Asia and Africa.
 ▶ Formation of a Non-Aligned Movement.
 ▶ The First NAM Summit Conference took place in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, in September 1961.

•	 1962:
 ▶ The border conflict led to a back seat in bilateral relations.

•	 1976:
 ▶ China and India restored ambassadorial relations and bilateral ties improved gradually with main 

focus on trust building.
 ▶ Since then Relations have improved and touched new heights in 2014 but the Doklam issue and 

other territorial issues led to setbacks in relation.

What are the Issues between India and China:
•	 Territorial dispute between Eastern sector and western sector.
•	 China doesn’t accept the MacMohan line as the boundary demarcation between India and China 

because the Shimla Agreement was negotiated by Tibet and Tibet was not a sovereign state. So Tibet 
has no power to negotiate any agreement.

•	 Issue of access to market: India pharma and agriculture companies don’t have proper access to Chinese 
market.

•	 Issue of Terrorism: China doesn’t support the Indian definition of terrorism of cross border rather 
china propagates its own.
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•	 Issue of Masood Azhar: India wanted Masood Azhar to be declared as a UN designated terrorist but 
China always has her veto.

•	 NSG Membership: China always blocks India’s road to get NSG membership.
•	 UNSC Membership:- China, because of its veto power, always creates non-crossable hurdles.
•	 India has a huge trade deficit in the favor of China which makes India more dependent on china.

What is the Tripartite issue between India, China and Russia:
•	 Because of recent border issues, India and China relations touched a new low. 
•	 India went closer to the USA in order to tackle Chinese hegemony on the border.
•	 This closeness of India with the USA antagonizes China more.
•	 USA led QUAD group, India is also a part of it, seen by Russia and china as the threat.
•	 QUAD groups new dimensions worry China on the pretext that it is mainly to contain china.

Russian Angle:
•	 Russian economy is an oil and gas dependent economy. A depression in the oil prices contracted the 

Russian economy.
•	 Russia got sanctions from the USA in 2014 because Russia annexed part of Ukraine.
•	 Russian economy became more dependent on China.
•	 So Russia did not speak a word about the issue of Ladakh rather asked to maintain the status quo which 

is nothing but in the favor of china.
•	 Russia is having issues with the USA that’s why Russian and Chinese interest coincides.
•	 India doesn’t give priority to Russian interests according to Russia.
•	 Russia became an early proponent of the ‘strategic triangle’ to bring together the three major powers.
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What India is doing in this Scenario and the way Forward:
•	 In a virtual discussion with Australian and French counterparts recently Indian foreign minister asserted 

that no country can have a veto on India’s participation in the Quad.
•	 India’s attempt to reimagine a new geostrategic maritime role for itself.
•	 The incorporation of the Indo -Pacific concept in Indian diplomacy means that India can no longer be 

confined between the Malacca Strait and Gulf of Aden and just a counter weight rather.
•	 Russia’s ability to influence the India China relationship has become doubtful.
•	 India has deepened its ties with Japan and Australia in a way that is close to soft balancing.
•	 Quad is being formalized into a functional strategic alignment.
•	 India is particularly interested in a normalization of relations between Washington and Moscow as it 

will help it steer ties among the great powers.

–Swarn Singh

Power Sector Reforms  
(GS PAPER-3, Industrial Policy, Industrial Growth  

Source- The Hindu)

Context:
•	 Amid the Covid pandemic last year, the union government proposed a rescue package for the power 

sector underthe Atma Nirbhar Bharat scheme. 
•	 This complete rescue package was managed to preventthe entire power sector chain from suffering 

because ofthe DISCOM inefficiency to meet their obligations.
•	 This is not the first time (UDAY SCHEME) that the Centre government has come in to help DISCOM 

and tackle the problems plaguing the distribution segment.
•	 However, even after the government’s repeated efforts,the result has been cash-strapped DISCOM 

looking for another management package.
•	 This shows the major structural problems happeningin the power sector, which must be corrected for a 

sustainablepower sector in India.

UDAY Scheme:
•	 The Ujwal Discom Assurance Yojana (UDAY) was launched by the Ministry of Power of the union 

government in November 2015 to help turn around the poor financial situationof state distribution 
companies

•	 Critical Components:
 ▶  The takeover of 75% of DISCOM total debt by state governments,
 ▶ Minimisation in AT&C losses,
 ▶ Timely revisions of tariff and elimination of thegap between the Average Cost of Supply (ACS) and 

Average Revenue Realised (ARR) by the end of the financial year 2019. 
•	 It also proposes the development of the renewable energy sector and the availability of 24*7 Power For 

All at a very affordable price.
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•	 Several other operational efficiencies have set targetsunder UDAY, such as feeder metering, smart 
metering andfeeder segregation, etc.

•	 The Scheme will fetch up in March 2020.

Associated Challenges:
•	 AT&C Losses: Aggregate technical and commercial (AT&C) losses emerge from poor or inadequate 

infrastructure or on account of theft or bills not being generated or honored on time. The UDAY scheme 
had envisioned bringing down these losses to 15 percent by the year 2019. However, as per data on the 
UDAYcontrol panel, the AT&C losses currently stand at 21.7 percent at the all-India level.

•	 Cost-Revenue Gap: The difference between DISCOM costs (average cost of supply) and revenues 
(average revenue realized) is still very high. This is because of the absence of regular and revision in 
electricity tariffs.

•	 Magnifying Effect: It’s contradictory, the government’s push for ensuring electrification of all has 
contributed to greater impotence. As household connections are increasing, to support higher levels of 
electrification, cost structures need to be revamped, and the distribution network (transformers, wires, 
etc) would need to be amplified. In the absence of all this, losses are bound to increase.

•	 Economic Fallout of the Pandemic: Amid pandemic, with demand from industrial and commercial 
users falling, revenue from this stream, which is used to cross-subsidize other consumers, are decreasing, 
exacerbating the stress on DISCOM finances.

•	 Low Investment: Owing to the poor financial health of these companies, there are fewer new investments 
in the electricity sector (particularly in the private sector).

•	 Fossil Fuel Dominated Energy Generation: Thermal power based on fossil fuels such as coal, natural 
gas, and diesel accounts for 80% of the country’s electricity generation. Furthermore, the majority of 
plants in India are old and inefficient.

Way Forward:
•	 Eliminate Cross Subsidization: High industrial/commercial tariff and the cross-subsidy regime have 

grandiose the competitiveness of the industrial and commercial sectors. Thus, there is an urgency to 
ensure effective fulfillment of rationalization of cross-subsidy.

•	 Covering up AT&C Losses: To administer the power demand, it is necessary to introduce 100% 
metering-net metering, smart meters, and metering of electricity supplied to agriculture. There is also a 
need to institute performance-based incentives inthe tariff structure.

•	 Greening The Grid: The KUSUM SCHEME provides an acceptable alternative to the power subsidy 
model in agriculture. The scheme proposes to promote the use of solar pumps for agriculture and equip 
local DISCOM to buy surplus power from the farmer.

PM-KUSUM:
•	 The farmer focus of Budget 2018 has given a fillipto the farmer-focussed scheme involving decentralized 

solarpower production up to 28,250 MW, known as Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthan Mahabhiyan 
(KUSUM) scheme.

•	 The KUSUM scheme would facilitate additional incometo farmers, by providing them the option to sell 
additionalpower to the grid, through solar power projects set up ontheir barren lands.

•	 If implemented properly, the PM-KUSUM scheme can bethe ultimate revolter for energy security and 
the ruraleconomy in India.
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Component of the PM-KUSUM:
PM-KUSUM has three components and aims to add a solar capacity of 30.8 GW by 2022:
•	 Component-A: 10,000 MW of decentralized ground-ascend grid-connected renewable power plants.
•	 Component-B: Accession of two million standalone solar-powered agriculture pumps.
•	 Component-C: Solarisation of 1.5 million grid-link solar-powered agriculture pumps.
•	 Cross-Border Trade: The government requires to actively promote cross-border electricity trade to 

utilize existing/upcoming generation assets. The SAARC Electricity grid is a step in the CORRECT 
direction.

Did you Know:
India has been providing power to Bangladesh and Nepal and has been a torchbearer of the South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) electricity grid minus Pakistan to felicitous electricity 
demand in the region.

Conclusion:
•	 A solution that has now been furled forward to deal with the infirm DISCOM, is the creation of a 

national powerdistribution company.
•	 However, it is difficult to see how a sustainableflip-flop in the financial and operational position of 

DISCOM can beengineered without solving the systemic challenges.

–Khyati Khare
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Indian Progress on Sustainable Development  
(Gs Paper-3, Sustainable Development Source- Pib)

Context:
•	 Energy is the golden thread that connects economic growth, social equity, and environmental 

sustainability.
•	 It generates a consistent stream of power to meet basic human needs, maintain and improve social 

functioning, and advance living standards.
•	 Validating the same, SDG-7 commits affordable and clean energy for all.

Means to Achieve the Goal:
•	 To expand energy access, it is crucial to enhance energy efficiency and to invest in renewable energy. 
•	 The energy produced should be as sustainable as possible
•	 India has a vast renewable energy potential through wind, solar, biomass, and small hydro which is 

concentrated in certain parts of the country. But to tap on these endowments, India’s renewable energy 
sector requires significant financing.

Steps Were Taken by India:
•	 India intends to achieve 40% cumulative electric power installed capacity from non-fossil fuel-based 

energy resources by 2030, as one of the ways to curb global temperature increase.
•	 Indian Government has also focussed its attention on the rural clean energy sector by supporting 

distributed generation in the form of community-based, self-sufficient biomass and solar power.
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•	 National Solar Mission also has an ambitious goal of providing 2 crore solar lighting systems in place of 
kerosene lamps to rural communities.

•	 Installations of solar power systems, particularly on rooftops, all over the country. The target of 40 GW 
rooftop solar by 2022 will result in the abatement of about 6 crore tonnes of carbon dioxide per year. 

Way Forward:
•	 Access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy is integral to global development in the 

twenty-first century.
•	 But, there are challenges that require a pragmatic, multi-faceted approach. Solutions need to be 

developed at both local and global scales, where Governments and agencies must work together.

–Khyati Khare

The State of India’s Poor must be Acknowledged  
(The Hindu, GS-2, Poverty)

Context:
There are reports which say many Indian went again in the clutches of poverty because of Pandemic 
COVID-19. 

What is Poverty:
•	 Poverty is a state of deprivation. This deprivation may be social, political, economic etc. Deprivation 

further manifests into hunger, unemployment, illiteracy, loss of human capital etc. 

Examples of Poverty:
•	 Economic poverty, social poverty etc.

Types of poverty:- Two types.
•	 Absolute Poverty:

 ▶ A condition where household or a person income is below a necessary level to maintain basic living 
standards. Because it is absolute it is possible to compare between different countries and also over 
time.

 ▶ It was first introduced in 1990. According to the World Bank if a person don’t earn $1.90 a day on 
purchasing power parity basis then he is poor.

•	 Relative Poverty:
 ▶ It is defined from the social perspective which compares living standards to the economic standards 

of the population living in surroundings. It is one of the measures of income inequality.
 ▶ Generally relative poverty is measured as the percentage of the population with income less than 

some fixed proportion of median income. It measures head counts ratio.

Measure of Poverty Estimation in India:
•	 First-ever Poverty estimation was done by Dadabhai Naoroji in 1901 which was published in his book 

“Poverty and Un-British Rule in India”
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•	 The National Planning Committee of 1936 has estimated poverty in India during the Colonial rule. It 
calculated poverty linking nutrition, clothing, and housing

•	 The Planning Commission constituted a working group for the first time in 1962 to estimate poverty 
nationally. This group was given a task about separate poverty lines for rural and urban areas. It has 
made Rs 20 and Rs 25 per capita per year respectively for rural and urban areas.

•	 VM Dandekar and N Rath committee made the first systematic assessment of poverty in India in 1971. 
This was based on National Sample Survey (NSS) data from 1960-61.

 ▶ This committee fixed the poverty line based on expenditure that was adequate to provide 2250 
calories per day in both rural and urban areas.

 ▶ After this committee’s recommendation a debate on minimum calorie consumption norms was 
generated..

•	 In 1979 Alagh Committee (1979) constructed a poverty line for rural and urban areas on the basis of 
nutritional requirements. This was the first committee which made a separate poverty line for Urban 
and rural areas.

 ▶ This committee formulates the line by adjusting the price level for inflation.
•	 In 2009 the Tendulkar Committee was formed to review methodology for poverty estimation and 

to address the following shortcomings of the previous methods. This committee changed the poverty 
line baskets (PLBs) Consumption patterns which were linked to the 1973-74 because of significant 
changes in the consumption patterns of the poor since that time, which were not reflected in the poverty 
estimates.
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 ▶ According to the Tendulkar committee 21.9 percent people in India are poor.

 ▶ Rs. 816 per capita per month for rural India and Rs. 1,000 per capita per month for urban India

•	 Rangrajan committee was formed: This committee formed a poverty line based on estimated 
Monthly Per Capita Expenditure of Rs. 1407 in urban areas and Rs. 972 in rural areas.

Causes of Poverty in India:
Historical Causes:

•	 Colonial Exploitation: The British ruled over India for about two centuries. This led to de-
industrialization and realization of India ruining its traditional handicrafts and textile industries. 
Colonial Policies transformed India to a mere raw-material producer for European industries.

•	 Lack of science and technology expansion since the medieval times.

•	 Population Explosion: India’s population has increased rapidly in the past 45 years. The rate of 2.2% 
per year, This also increases the demand for consumption goods tremendously.

Economic Causes:

•	 Inefficient Resource utilization: This inefficient resource allocation led to underemployment and 
disguised unemployment in the country especially in the farming sector. 

•	 Low Rate of Economic Development: Economic development has been low in India especially in the 
first 40 years. We have also missed the bus of economic boom in the world economy before the LPG 
reforms in 1991.

•	 Low Agricultural Productivity: Almost 50 percent people are working in the agricultural sector. One 
of the important reason for poverty in the low productivity in the agriculture sector. Productivity issues 
are related to fragmented and subdivided land holdings, lack of capital, illiteracy about new technologies 
in farming, the use of traditional methods of cultivation, wastage during storage, etc.

Price Rise:
•	 A general price rise increased the burden the poor and the middle class.

Unemployment:
•	 A continuous increase in unemployment is one of another factor causing poverty in India. The ever-

increasing population and increase in education with low skill development led to a higher number of 
job-seekers. 

Lack of Capital and Entrepreneurship:
•	 The shortage of capital and entrepreneurship results in low level of investment and job creation in the 

economy.

Social Factors:
•	 Laws of inheritance, caste system, certain traditions, prejudice against women led to deprivation of 

marginalized and pushed these sections into a clutch of poverty.
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Climatic Factors:
•	 Most of India’s poor belong to the states of Bihar, UP, MP, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Jharkhand, etc, There 

are more natural calamities such as frequent floods, disasters, earthquake and cyclone cause heavy 
damage to agriculture in these states.

Lack of Skilled Labor:
•	 Lack of human capital formation assets became liabilities.

Corruption:
•	 Many measures have been taken by the government to eliminate poverty. However, there is still a lack 

of political will. The corruption by those in power also contributes to poverty.

Effect of Pandemic on Poverty Situation in India:
•	 There is a fall in the monthly per capita consumption expenditure of 2017 18 for the first time since 

1972- 73.
•	 fall of India in the Global Hunger Index to ‘serious hunger’ category
•	 NFHS 5 survey depicts a worrying picture of increased malnutrition, infant mortality and maternal 

health.
•	 According to World Bank data: The number of poor in India has more than doubled to 134 million 

from 60 million in just a year which is based on income of $2 per day or less in purchasing power parity.
•	 Only India contributed 57.3% of the growth of the global poor In 2020.
•	 India is again depicted as a country of mass poverty after 45 years.
•	 According to the Multi poverty Index: India lifted 271 million citizens out of poverty between 2006 

and 2016 but the pandemic has reversed it again.
•	 The poverty rate in India may increase to 9.7% in 2020, up sharply from the January 2020 forecast of 

4.3%.
•	 Middle Class: One of the estimates said the middle class in India has shrunk by 3.2 crores in 2020.

Why Counting or Measuring the Poverty is more Important:
•	 Knowing the numbers and making them available to the public makes it possible to get public opinion 

to support massive and urgent cash transfers. 
•	 All policies can be honestly evaluated on the basis of effects on majority and further improvement if 

needs of the majority
•	 Government data were to honestly account for the exact numbers of the poor, providing the availability 

of data can create a climate that demands accountability from public representatives.
•	 India has clocked a massive rise in the market capitalization and the fortunes of the richest Indian 

corporates.

Way Forward:
•	 Skill development supported by industrial development
•	 Creation of a robust manufacturing sector.
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•	 Increase the penetration of Loan or capital to the needed section.
•	 Social exclusion needs to be evaluated so that marginalized section gets their due share.
•	 Agriculture mechanization with taking people out from agriculture towards manufacturing sector.

–Swarn Singh

Nutrient Loss  
(GS PAPER- 3, Issues Related to  

Development, Health Source- The Hindu)

Context:
•	 Researchers from various institutes under the Indian Council of Agriculture and Research and Bidhan 

Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya found decreasing trends in grain density of zinc and iron in rice and 
wheat cultivated in India Recently.

•	 The researchers composed seeds of rice (16 varieties) and wheat (18 varieties) from the gene bank 
perpetuated at the ICAR’s Cultivar repositories.

Indian Council of Agricultural Research: 
•	 It is an autonomous set up under the Department of Agricultural Research and Education (DARE) and 

Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.
•	 It is the supreme body for coordinating, guiding, and managing research and education in agriculture 

encompassing horticulture, fisheries, and animal sciences in the entire country.
•	 It was framed on 16th July 1929 as a registered society under the Societies Registration Act, 1860.
•	 It is headquartered in New Delhi. With 102 ICAR institutes and 71 agricultural universities spread in 

the country, this is one of the largest national agricultural systems in the globalized world.
•	 Cultivar repositories are nodal institutes that persist and archive the old cultivars or varieties from our 

country.

Key Highlights:
Concentrations in Rice:
•	 Zinc and iron attentiveness in grains of rice cultivars released within the 1960s were 27.1 mg/kg and 

59.8 mg/kg. This reduced to 20.6 mg/kg and 43.1 mg/kg, respectively within the 2000s.

Concentrations in Wheat:
•	 The concentrations of zinc and iron were 33.3 mg/kg and about 57.6 mg/kg in cultivars of the 1960s, 

dropped to 23.5 mg/kg and 46.4 mg/kg, respectively in cultivars released during the 2010s.

Reason for the Reduction:
•	 Dilution effect’ is caused by reducing nutrient concentration in response to higher grain yield. This 

means the rate of yield increase is not remunerated by the rate of nutrient take-up by the plants. Also, 
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the soils helping plants could be low in plant-available nutrients.

Suggestions by Experts:
•	 Growing newer-released (the 1990s and later) cultivars of rice and wheat cannot be a viable option to 

alleviate zinc and iron malnutrition in the Indian population.
•	 Zinc and iron scarcity affects billions of people globally and the countries with this deficiency have diets 

composed mainly of rice, wheat, corn, and barley.
•	 The negative effects need to be bypassed by improving the grain ionome (that is, nutritional make-up) 

while releasing cultivars in future breeding programs.
•	 There is a need to put focus on other options like biofortification, where we breed food crops that are 

rich in micronutrients.

Biofortification:
•	 Biofortification is the process by which the nutritional quality of food crops is elevated through 

agronomic practices, conventional plant breeding, or modern technology

Initiatives Taken by India:
•	 Recently, the Prime Minister devoted nearly 17 biofortified varieties of 8 crops to the nation. Some 

examples are as follows:
 ▶ Rice- CR DHAN 315 has an excess amount of zinc.
 ▶ Wheat- HI 1633 rich in protein, iron, and zinc, etc.

•	 Maize- Hybrid varieties 1, 2, and 3 are value-added with lysine and tryptophan.
•	 Madhuban Gajar, a biofortified carrot diversity, is benefitting more than 150 local farmers in Junagadh, 

Gujarat. It has higher β-carotene and iron-rich materials
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•	 ICAR has initiated a Nutri-Sensitive Agricultural Resources and Innovations (NARI) program for 
encouraging family farming linking agriculture to nutrition, Nutri-smart villages for enhancing 
nutritional security and location-specific nutrition garden models are being evolved to ensure access to 
locally available, healthy, and diversified diet with adequate macro and micronutrients.

•	 The production of biofortified crop varieties will be value riched and linked with government programs 
of mid-day meals, Anganwadi, etc. to minimize malnutrition.

Importance of Biofortification:
•	 Improved Health: Biofortified staple crops, when devoured regularly, will generate quantifiable 

improvements in human health and nutrition.
•	 Higher Resilience: Biofortified crops are also often more irrepressible to pests, diseases, higher 

temperatures, drought and provide a high yield.
•	 Greater Reach: Biofortification puts an important gap as it facilitates a food-based, sustainable and 

low-dose alternative to iron supplementation. It does not need behavior change, can reach the poorest 
sections of the society, and reinforce local farmers.

•	 Cost-Effective: After the beginning investment to develop the biofortified seed, it can be replicated and 
distributed without any subtraction in the micronutrient concentration. This makes it cost-effective and 
sustainable for the nation.

Challenges for Biofortification in India:
•	 Lack of Acceptance: Lack of consumer affirmation due to color changes and last-mile reach of fortified 

food remains a big challenge for countrymen.
•	 Cost: Adoption by farmers and cost involved in the method of fortification.
•	 Slow Process: Though biofortification can be done by using a non-genetically-modified procedure it is 

a slower process than genetic modification.

Way Forward:
•	 Because of the pervasiveness of diverse food practices in the country, biofortification will need to achieve 

high rates of adoption and consumption in geographically distinct territories.
•	 The master plan for the delivery of biofortified crops must be tailored to the local context for each crop–

nutrient pair.
•	 The government should ease public-private partnerships. Private sector arrangements can leverage 

technological solutions for scaling up food fortification initiatives, and accompany the government’s 
outreach efforts through mass awareness and education campaigns in communities.

•	 The Absence of nutrition is not only a contradiction of a fundamental human right, but it is also poor 
economics.

•	 Biofortification is a limited solution, which must go hand in hand with efforts to decrease poverty, food 
insecurity, disease, poor sanitation, social and gender inequality in the country.

– Khyati Khare
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Countering a Political act that has a Legal Garb  
(The Hindu, GS-2, Polity)

Context:
A film-maker from Lakshadweep named Aisha Sultana was recently booked for the alleged offences of 
sedition and statements prejudicial to national integrity. Ms. Aisha then moved the Kerala High Court for 
pre-arrest bail and further the court allowed interim bail to her on June 17. Thus got temporary relief from 
incarceration.

What is Sedition:
•	 The word sedition is defined in IPC section 124A.
•	 An offence committed when “any person by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible 

representation, or otherwise, brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or excites or attempts 
to excite disaffection towards the government established by law in India”.

History of sedition law in India:
•	 It was 1st enacted in England.
•	 The law was drafted in 1837 by Thomas Macaulay.
•	 Indian Penal Code (IPC) was enacted in 1860.
•	 In 1870 a Section 124A was inserted. This amendment was introduced by James Stephen.

Punishment for the Offence of Sedition:
•	 Sedition is a non-bailable offence. 
•	 Punishment may range from imprisonment up to three years to a life term, to which fine may be added.
•	 A person charged under this law is barred from a government office or a job.
•	 They have to live without their passport.
•	 They must produce themselves in the court at all times as and when required.
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Action History of Sedition law in India before the Independence:
•	 In 1891, J.C. Bose, who was the editor of bangobasi, tried under IPC section 124 A for the first time.
•	 Prosecution of  Bal Gangadhar Tilak in 1897 on the pretext of creating disaffection among the british 

subjects.
•	 M.K. Gandhi was tried in 1922 under sedition law.
•	 Mahatma Gandhi wrote an editorial in Young India for a countrywide agitation during civil disobedience 

movement by demanding the repeal of Section 124A In 1929.

What is the current debate around Sedition Law:
•	 The law creates a conflict with the right to freedom of speech and expression guaranteed by Article 

19(1)(a) of the Constitution. 
•	 Sedition law is not even part of the “reasonable restrictions” on free speech under Article 19(2).
•	 Centre and the States both have the power to invoke the section against activists, writers etc. 
•	 Sedition law mainly applies to silence political dissent by accusing dissenters of promoting disaffection 

now a days.
•	 According to the National Crime Records Bureau, 35 cases of sedition were reported in 2016. 
•	 National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), between 2016 and 2019 there was a 160% increase in the 

registration of sedition cases at the same time the conviction rate during this period fell from 33.3% to 
3.3%.

Indian freedom Fighters were totally against this section during Indian 
National Movement then why did they retain it after Independence?
•	 Right-wing extremism as well as by left-wing extremism were on the rise
•	 Scarcity of food which would have caused havoc in society if unwanted elements would not have been 

tackled.
•	 The challenge of settling millions of Partition refugees because of partition.
•	 The conflict with Pakistan over Kashmir.

How is the Sedition Law Being Misused:

•	 lower courts have routinely failed to apply these parameters  which are set out by the higher judiciary.
•	 There is a complete lack of percolation of settled judicial opinion to lower levels of the judiciary so we 

need that Judiciary should address this systemic lapse.

•	 Magistrates have the power to order a police investigation into cognisable offences.
•	 We have seen for example, in Lalita Kumari vs. Uttar Pradesh (2013),  the Supreme Court has specifically 

laid down that registration of an FIR is mandatory if information received by the police discloses a 
cognisable offence but from recent cases, it is unclear how the court or the police could conclude that 
the contents were seditious.

•	 State can use section 124 A to chase those who challenge the government power so trying someone 
under sedition charges ends up acting as a deterrent against any voice of dissent or criticism.
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Major Supreme Court Decisions on Sedition Law:
•	 Brij Bhushan vs the State of Delhi.
•	 Romesh Thappar vs the State of Madras.

 ▶ The Supreme court specifically said that a law which restricted speech on the ground that it would 
disturb public order was unconstitutional.

 ▶ Disturbing the public order will mean nothing less than endangering the foundations of the State or 
threatening its overthrow there by application of sedition.

 ▶ Article 19 was amended and there clause (2) was added or rewritten to replace “undermining the 
security of the State” with “in the interest of public order”.

•	 Kedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihar.
 ▶ It upheld the constitutionality of sedition.
 ▶ It also limited its application to “acts involving intention or tendency to create disorder, or disturbance 

of law and order, or incitement to violence” so the supreme court created a bar on the application 
of this act..

 ▶ It distinguished these from “very strong speech” or the use of “vigorous words” strongly critical of 
the government.

•	 Balwant Singh vs State of Punjab:
 ▶ The Supreme Court held that mere sloganeering which evoked no public response can not be 

tantamount to sedition.

Why the sedition act should be Abolished:
•	 Word Sedition is not mentioned in the Constitution and during the Constituent Assembly debate the 

opinion was for free speech so that people can make their voices felt by the Government. The essence of 
democracy is a criticism of the Government.

•	 The United Kingdom who is the mother of such laws has abolished sedition laws ten years back. 
•	 Law Commission of India has pointed out that the definition of sedition does not take into consideration 

disaffection towards (a) the Constitution, (b) the legislatures, and (c) administration of justice.
•	 The court in Navtej singh Jauhar case found that pre-constitutional legislation has no legal presumption 

of constitutionality. So the pre-constitutional sedition law can also be challenged on this basis.
•	 India ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in 1976 which binds India to 

promote free speech.

Why is the Sedition Law not Abolished?:
•	 There is a need to retain the provision to combat anti-national, secessionist and terrorist elements there 

by upholding sovereignty, integrity of India.
•	 This power was required by the state to protect itself according to the supreme court.
•	 The Law Commission had already rejected the idea of repealing the section.
•	 The Commission opined that “Section 124A should be invoked only in a few cases with rigorous scrutiny 

but not for political dissent. 

Law commission Recommendation:
•	 Dissent and criticism of the government are essential ingredients of a constructive and robust public 

debate in a vibrant democracy. 
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•	 So there lies little difference between the pre- and post-Independence eras if the country is not open to 
positive criticism.

•	 Right to criticize one’s own history and the right to offend are rights protected under free speech under 
Article 19 of the Constitution which lies with constitutional remedy. It should not be misused as a tool 
to curb free speech.

•	 Every restriction on free speech and expression must be carefully scrutinized to avoid unwarranted 
restrictions thereby people’s confidence in democracy.

Way Forward:
•	 Sedition law must be applied to the specific cases, a general criticism can not attract the charges of 

sedition law.
•	 We must understand that, sedition law is for integrity, sovereignty of India not  for the political party.
•	 Political dissent must not attract this law.
•	 Either parliament or judiciary should draw the boundary of application of law.
•	 Appropriate penalties for law enforcement agencies if misused.
•	 Definition should be narrowed down.

–Swarn Singh

The Gender Technology gap has to end  
(The Hindu, GS-2, GS-1, Social issues and social Justice)

Context:
As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, existing inequalities have come to light. These inequalities are clearly 
visible in the gender gap report and access to digital technology. Access to technology has never been so 
crucial to ensuring public health and safety as it is right now.

•	 Digital Gender Gap:
 ▶ There is a differential access to digital technology.
 ▶ According to (GSMA) estimates over 390 million women in low  and middle income countries do 

not have Internet access.
 ▶ Only 14.9% of women were reported to be using the Internet in India.
 ▶ According to current data with the government nearly 17% more men than women have been 

vaccinated.
 ▶ For an example: when families share a digital device then it will be more likely that the father or 

sons will be allowed to use it exclusively.
 ▶ Patriarchal mindset thinks that women’s access to technology will motivate them to challenge 

patriarchal societies.
 ▶ In our society there is also a belief that women need to be protected.
 ▶ Most technologies that are currently available to the common man are created by men, for men, and 

do not necessarily meet everyone’s requirements.
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Solutions to Gender Technological Inequality in India:
•	 For Digital Gender Gap: 

 ▶ Companies should not look at gender equal technology rather from a pragmatic one.
 ▶ Closing the gender gap in mobile Internet usage in low  and middle income countries would increase 

GDP by U.S.$700 billion.
 ▶ Bringing an end to the gender technology gap will save lives and make livelihoods more secure.

Gender Inequality in India:
Facts about Gender Inequality:
•	 According to the Global Gender Gap Report released by the World Economic Forum (WEF) , India is 

ranked 140.
•	 India also scored badly on overall female to male literacy and health rankings.
•	 UNDP’s Gender Inequality Index- India is at 122 out of 162 countries. Neighbors China (39), Sri Lanka 

(86), Bhutan (99), Myanmar (106) were placed above India.
•	  India is ranked 95th among 129 countries in the SDG gender index.
•	 According to ILO female labor force participation in India was 23.5%.

Why Gender Inequality in India:
•	 Cultural Institutions:

 ▶ Patrilineality (inheritance through male descendants) and patrilocality (married couples living with 
or near the husband’s parents) plays a significant role in making male authority on men. 
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•	 Social issues:

 ▶ Preference for sons: Parental preference for sons because they inherit the property and through 
production they ensure further lineage.

 ▶ Son met preference: According to Economic survey 2017-18 there are more than 2 cr girls which 
are unwanted i.e. they took birth because parents wants a boy child.

 ▶ Dowry system: This system involves a cash or in-kind payment from the bride’s family to the groom’s 
at the time of marriage sometimes by the will or sometimes by force. So parents don’t want any girl 
in their family..

 ▶ The incidence of dowry has been steadily rising over time across all region and socioeconomic 
classes, particularly in north India

 ▶ Patriarchal mindsets: This is a social system of privilege in which men are the primary authority 
figures, occupying roles of political leadership, moral authority, control of prosperity and authority 
over women and children.

•	 Poverty and lack of Education:
 ▶ Extreme poverty and lack of education are also some of the reasons for women’s low status in society.
 ▶ Poverty and lack of education derives countless women to work in low paying domestic service, 

organized prostitution or as migrant laborers.

•	 Economic Issues:
 ▶ Unpaid Labor:
 ▶ Women spend 2.4 times more hours per day than men on unpaid care and domestic work.
 ▶ Women are paid less for the same work as their male counterparts.

•	 Discriminative Policies:
 ▶ Economic vulnerability imposed on women also comes from policy and political decisions.
 ▶ Less job avenues and more informal types of jobs have persistently deprived them of compensation 

in the form of equal pay, paid maternity leave, universal health, unemployment and care benefits.

•	 Political issues:
 ▶ A reservation bill for women in parliament is still pending.
 ▶ Women don’t have equal access to political institution
 ▶ Lack democratic institutions in the political parties.
 ▶ Even at the lower level women don’t have right access for example Pradhan pati concept where even 

after the women elected representative, their authority is being practiced by the male members.

What are the Constitutional Safeguards for Female:
•	 Indian Constitution provides for positive affirmations to eliminate gender inequality in India.
•	 The Preamble with the goals of achieving social, economic and political justice to each and everyone.
•	 Preamble also provides equality of status and of opportunity to all its citizens.
•	 Article 14 talks about equality to all.
•	 In Constitution, Article 15 of the provides for prohibition of discrimination on grounds of gender and 

on other grounds also
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•	 In the Constitution, Article 15(3) authorizes the State or government to make any special provision for 
women and children thereby treating them for equity.

•	 Article 16 gives reservation to women in case of public employment.
•	 Women are given 33% reservation in panchayat and local self governance.
•	 Article 23 provide safeguard against prostitution, flesh trade etc.
•	 Article 25 gives equality in the matter of religion. Recently parliament has passed a law which criminalizes 

the 3 talq.
•	 The Directive Principles of State Policy also provides various provisions which are exclusively for benefit 

of women such as article 43 and provides safeguards against discrimination.

Legal Safeguards:
Various protective Legislations have also been passed by the Parliament  and state legislature particularly to 
eliminate exploitation of women and to give them equal status in society.

•	 The Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987:
 ▶ To abolish, omission, commission of Sati and make punishable the inhuman custom of Sati.

•	 The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961: 
 ▶ To eliminate the practice of dowry in Indian marriages.

•	 The Special Marriage Act, 1954:-
 ▶ To give rightful status and to facilitate the married couples who marry inter-caste or inter-religion

•	 Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) act:
 ▶ To stop female infanticide by prohibiting the sex selection, investigation technique.

•	 SHE Act:
 ▶ To prevent the women’s sexual harassment at work place.

•	 Domestic violence act 2005:
 ▶ To save married women from any kind of husband or family violence on the pretext of dowry or 

any other purpose.
 ▶ Section 304-B was added to the Indian Penal Code, 1860:-
 ▶ To make dowry-death or bride-burning a specific offence punishable with maximum punishment 

of life imprisonment there by saving women from a clutch of greedy people.
 ▶ 33% Reservation to women for parliament seat, bill is pending in parliament.

Current Challenges for Gender Inequality:
•	 Cultural values limit the role of a woman as a homemaker with status of mother, sister and wife.
•	 Partnership and industry do not consider women capable enough to handle the issues which emerge in 

the meantime.
•	 Gender equality studied in isolation means the crime against boys and men go unreported.
•	 The laws which are made by state legislature or parliament, are gender biased rather than gender neutral 

laws.
•	 Hardly any steps for political representation of women
•	 Gender exploitation in the unorganized sector goes unreported.
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What are the Challenges in the Workplace?
•	 Women employees in India are still fighting for an equal pay for equal work as compared with the 

developed world where equality exists.
•	 Sexual harassment exists at workplace.
•	 Indian companies are reluctant to employ women for reasons of brake/reliefs after marriage and 

motherhood.
•	 Inadequate infrastructure affects women entrepreneurs more than men, because women often bear a 

larger share of the time and responsibility for household activities.
•	 Women face greater constraints in geographic mobility imposed by safety concerns and social norms.

Related Initiatives of Other Countries:
•	 Philippines: Expanded Breastfeeding Promotion Act, 2009.
•	 Mexico: Social Security Law allowing men to access childcare services.
•	 Cape Verde, North Macedonia and Trinidad and Tobago: These countries have enabled employees 

with care responsibilities to perform their work remotely.

Way Forward:
•	 Need for policy initiatives which empower women along with increase in sensitization of men, as gender 

disparities in India persist even against the backdrop of economic growth.
•	 Improvements in labor market prospects especially in the unorganized or informal sector.
•	 Female Labor force participation will increase in marriage age and school enrolment of younger girls.
•	 Feminism could be a powerful tool that lets children, especially girl children, shed stereotypes that they 

may hold and question those of others.
•	 Introduction of feminism in schools both in terms of curriculum and practice.
•	 Education will remain a single potent toll by which we can change the social aspect.

–Swarn Singh

Reforms in 90s & Crisis in 21st Century  
(GS PAPER-3, Mobilization of Resources Source- The Hindu)

Context:
•	 Thirty years ago, the liberalization regime launched in 1991 completed its 30 years in 2021. 
•	 1991 was a landmark moment in India’s post-independence history that changed the character of the 

economy in fundamental ways.
•	 A drastic balance of payments problem triggered an acute depression in 1991. 
•	 To counter it, India’s economic establishment launched a multipronged reforms agenda to repair India’s 

macroeconomic record and ignite growth.
•	 Three decades later, the country faces another big test thanks to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
•	 While the 2 crises are distinctly different in content and structure, they’re completely comparable in 
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their respective severities.

India’s Post-1990 Economic Strategy
•	 It dismantled the huge network of controls and permits that dominated the financial system.
•	 It reintroduced the role of the state as a facilitator of economic transactions and as a neutral regulator 

instead of the first provider of products and services.
•	 It led to moving away ahead from a regime important substitution and to integrate fully with the 

worldwide trading system.

The outcome of Reforms:
•	 By the primary decade of the 21st century, India began to be seen as the fastest-growing emerging 

market.
•	 The 1991 reforms unleashed the energies of Indian entrepreneurs, gave untold options to consumers, 

and altered the face of the Indian economy.
•	 Far from poverty increasing, for the primary time, there was a considerable reduction in it.

Comparing 1991 Crisis With 2021:
•	 Highest  Fiscal Deficit and Macroeconomic Situation

1991 Crisis:
•	 The 1991 crisis was caused by excess domestic demand sucking in imports and widening the present 

account deficit (CAD).
•	 A reduction in confidence triggered an outflow of funds and financing CAD forced a pointy drawdown 

in reserves.
•	 India had to pledge tonnes of gold to debar a default sovereign debt. Then, we had almost moved out of 

the exchange to buy critical imports.

2021 Crisis: 
•	 The pandemic-induced lockdown brought the wheels of economic activity to a grinding halt, triggering 

a pointy economic contraction.
•	 This has resulted in a collapse in production following the disruption caused by the pandemic, which, 

in turn, has caused a fall in demand.
•	 Faced with a collapse in demand, it’s appropriate to extend the fiscal deficit. 
•	 The government allowed the fiscal deficit to expand to 9.6% last year.
•	 Today, the economy is shrinking at a rapid pace, with the central government defaulting on its revenue 

commitments to the states.
•	 Today, we’ve run out of jobs for our hordes of unemployed; poverty is increasing after decades of decline.

Criticism of the Reform:
1991 Reforms: 
•	 The 1991 reforms package faced heavy criticism as being dictated by the International fund (IMF) and 
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International Bank for Reconstruction and Development.
•	 Further, a number of the reforms were criticized as an agent to capitalists.

2021 Reforms: 
•	 Such a centralized approach to reforms might not work now. 
•	 It is often seen within the protest emanating from three farm laws.

Way Forward:
Sustaining Public Expenditure: 
•	 In the short term, sustaining public expenditure may be a key to reviving growth.
•	 Currently, public expenditure is very advantageous for providing more funds for vaccination and to 

hide expanded demand for the MGNREGA which is proving to be a valuable safety net.
•	 Also, there’s a requirement to undertake a reputable path for deficit reduction over the subsequent three 

years and revising revenue targets to a more realistic level.

Mutually Supportive Reforms: 
•	 The 1991 reforms elevated because they were structured around a core package of mutually supportive 

reforms.
•	 Thus, the necessity is to maneuver far away from an extended list of reforms towards a more strategic 

approach, focussing on the foremost critical reforms needed immediately.
•	 In this context, the facility sector, the economic system, governance structures, and even agricultural 

marketing need reforms.

Improving Investment Climate: 
•	 Investment may be a key source of aggregate demand and economic process, during this context:
•	 Perceptions regarding growth prospects are key.
•	 The policy framework must be supportive of new investments in order that entrepreneurs are encouraged 

to require risks.
•	 Non-economic factors like a peaceful and sustainable environment and social cohesion also are relevant.
•	 The government must begin to act on these fronts.

Maruti Model of Disinvestment:
•	 The government should reduce its ownership to 26% in each undertaking, including banks, to strategic 

partners, recommending it under the Maruti disinvestment following 1991 reforms.
•	 In this context, PSUs like Air India, BPCL, and Concor are often sold within subsequent six months, 

with the commitment that twenty-four PSUs would be divested at the ‘Maruti model’ per annum for the 
subsequent five years.

•	 This will help in generating billions of rupees of investible surplus for the government.

Multi-stakeholders Approach:
•	 Today’s reforms also require far more discussion and consensus-building. 
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•	 The central government must work in tandem with state governments and consult different stakeholders 
impacted by reform decisions.

Conclusion:
•	 The 1991 reforms helped the economy debar a crisis then bloom.
•	 It’s time to stipulate a reputable new reform agenda that will not just bring GDP back to pre-crisis levels, 

but also ensure growth rates above it had when it entered the pandemic

-Khyati Khare

Artificial Intelligence: Promises & Menace  
(Gs Paper-3, Robotics, Artificial Intelligence Source- Indian Express)

Context:
•	 Historically, Technology competition has been a prime aspect of geopolitics. In this day and age, it can 

be growing reflected in geopolitical battles between the US and China.
•	 One such technological competition can be easily seen in the field of Artificial Intelligence.

What is Artificial Intelligence:
•	 Artificial intelligence is that activity dedicated to making machines intelligent or to make them think 

and behave like humans. AI is emerging as one technology of particular significance because of its role 
as an accelerator, its changeability, and its huge applicability.

•	 However, AI can also be used for a host of enviable purposes — generating misinformation, criminal 
activity, and encroaching upon individual privacy, or inducing technological unemployment.

•	 Therefore, as the global community looks to leverage the promises of AI, they should also tackle similar 
challenges when it comes to the development and deployment of AI and develop a human-centric 
approach to AI.

Promises of Artificial Intelligence(AI):
1. Some Primary advantages of AI are as follows:

 ▶ AI urges down the time taken to perform a task.
 ▶ It facilitates multitasking and eases the workload for existing resources.
 ▶ AI enables the implementation of hitherto complex tasks without significant cost outlays.
 ▶ AI operates 24×7 without obstruction or breaks and has no downtime.
 ▶ AI supplements the capabilities of differently-abled individuals.
 ▶ AI has huge market potential, it can be used across industries.
 ▶ AI facilitates decision-making by pushing the process faster and smarter.

2. 360-degree Effect:
•	 Based on these benefits, AI can be used in many other positive ways — to foster innovation, increase 

efficiency, improve development, facilitate growth and enhance the consumer experience.
•	 For India, AI deployment will be fastened closely to inclusive growth and its growth trajectory, with 
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potentially positive implications for agriculture, health, and education, and various other sectors.
•	 Driven by recent breakthroughs in machine learning,  Big data, etc AI is a good trendsetter for the 

possibilities and challenges of international cooperation and coexistence on emerging technologies.

Menace Associated With AI
1. Promoting Prejudices and Inequalities: 
•	 It shouldn’t be buried that AI systems are created by humans, who can be prejudiced and judgemental.
•	 Thus, AI can promote biases and inequalities, if the initial training of the AI algorithms is biased.
•	 For example, it can create  AI facial recognition and surveillance technology to discriminate against 

people of color and minorities.

2. Comprising Privacy: 
•	 AI systems learn by properly analyzing huge volumes of data and they keep adapting by continuous 

modeling of interaction data and user feedback.
•	 Thus, with the rapidly growing use of AI, the right to privacy can be under threat due to unauthorized 

access to one’s activity data.

3. Disproportionate Power and Control:
•	 Technology giants are infusing heavily with respect to artificial intelligence, both at the scientific/

engineering and also at the commercial and product development and growth level.
•	 These big players have an unparalleled advantage when compared to any aspiring competitor out there 

which is a symptom of a data-oligarchic society.

4. Technological Unemployment: 
•	 AI companies are manufacturing intelligent machines that perform tasks typically carried out by low-

income workers.
•	 For example self-service kiosks to disseminate cashiers, fruit-picking robots to replace field workers, 

etc.
•	 These days, the day is not far when many desk jobs will also be fringe out by AI, such as accountants, 

financial traders, and middle managers, etc.

Way Forward:

•	 International Collaboration: Given that various governments have only recently settled AI policies, 
and in some cases are still preparing them, international cooperation is still very much a work in 
progress. in the setting of benchmarks at the multilateral level.

•	 Building flexible Supply Chains: Beyond talent and intelligence, additional challenges like securing 
the necessary and important infrastructure; ensuring resilient supply chains, alignment on standards, 
good governance, ensuring critical minerals and other raw materials required for the development and 
growth of the necessary physical infrastructure, needs to be addressed.

•	 Right Steps Taken: AI technological revolution is bringing great opportunities and juncture for 
prosperity and growth — but it has to be ensured that the technology will be made and used in the right 
direction. In this scenario, some steps are already being put in place in different parts of the world, like 
Explainable AI (XAI) and the European Union GDPR -General  Data Protection Regulation.



28
www.plutusias.com

Conclusion:
•	 The critical decisions and solutions made in the coming future could have transformative effects and 

consequences for international cooperation on AI, which, in turn, could decisively shape and figure the 
contours of what some have described and discussed as the Fourth Industrial Revolution 4.0.

-Khyati Khare

Staging a Comeback, re-energising India’s Africa Policy  
(The Hindu, GS-2, International relations)

Context:
The Government of India has designed a forward  looking strategy to deepen relations with African countries. 
This policy has invested a political will in expanding the multi faceted engagement. During these Hard times 
each corner of the world is experiencing a huge burnt of Virus on one hand and Africa, which is a natural 
resource rich country is burning in the virus because of lack of health facilities.

India and Africa Relation so Far:
•	 India’s relations with Africa date back to ancient Indus valley civilization which had the relation with 

the Egyptian civilization and with Mesopotamian civilization.
•	 ‘Periplus of the Erythraean Sea’ or Guidebook describe the presence of Indians in East Africa.
•	 Africa was a prime target of India’s diplomatic initiatives to promote the non aligned movement. 
•	 The geographical proximity associated with easy navigability in Indian Ocean resulted in a well-

established trade network between India and the Swahili Coast.
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•	 More concrete relations between India and Africa began to emerge during the medieval era. This can be 
evident through the accounts of Venetian traveler Marco Polo.

•	 South Africa became colonized  and M.K. Gandhi established Indian Natal Congress in 1894.
•	 Political connection during the colonial era was linked through Gandhi who began to protest in South 

Africa around the issues of registration of certificates etc.
•	 Learning by Gandhi during Africa helped in the movement’s achievements.
•	 After India got independent we have raised a voice for African liberation taking their case to the 

international forums. 
•	 India has raised the voice to end of racial struggle, Apartheid and decolonization.
•	  India was a forerunner and the leader with the experience as a champion of the interests of the developing 

countries from Africa, particularly through the Non Aligned Movement (NAM).
•	 India’s policy of NAM provided the world with the third front in general and developing world in 

particular at the time of heightened cold war rivalry between US and USSR, where African nations 
acted as the strengthening factor.

•	 A large chunk of Indian diaspora continues to live in African countries such as Kenya, Uganda, 
Mauritius, and Nigeria.

•	 It is this sense of solidarity, mutual trust and confidence born in the difficult days of the Cold War which 
continues to drive India-Africa cooperation to this day.

India’s Developmental Efforts in Africa:
•	 Indian help in fighting Against Covid-19: India has shared Covid-19 management strategies through 

the e-ITEC initiative by providing Africans training, webinars exclusively aimed at training health-care 
professionals from Africa by Indian health experts.

•	 Medical Supplies: India is also sending consignments of essential medicinal supplies such as 
hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) and paracetamol to many African countries in addition to doctors and 
paramedics.

•	 Increasing Political and Economic Engagement: In the last few years, Africa has been the focus 
of India’s development assistance and also diplomatic outreach, as evident in plans to open 18 new 
embassies.

 ▶ Focusing on commercial issues as a priority by the Indian missions in the African countries.
 ▶ Review of trade and related issues with the 24 African countries through institutional mechanisms 

such as the Joint Trade Committee.
 ▶ Increased interaction among business houses and communities through joint business councils, 

joint business groups and CEO forums.
 ▶ Additional lines of credit to African countries.
 ▶ Fixing/upgrading the credit rating of African countries by the Export Credit Guarantee Corporation 

of India.
 ▶ Special project-oriented activities funded under the Market Access Initiative scheme.
 ▶ Disseminating information about procurement of tenders and investment opportunities in African 

countries by the Indian missions among the Indian exporters/importers/investors through export-
promotion councils. 

 ▶ Follow-up by Indian missions to simplify the procedure for registration and certification in the 
importing country.
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 ▶ Finalizing memoranda of understanding between appropriate authorities on technical assistance 
and cooperation in several sectors.

 ▶ India-Africa trade reached $62 billion in 2018 when compared to $39 billion during 2009-10.

•	 Duty-free quota free access to African Countries: India’s duty-free quota free tariff preference scheme 
for Least Developed Nation (LDCs) launched in 2008 has benefited 33 African states.

•	 Grants in Aid: Africa is the second-largest recipient of Indian overseas assistance with Lines of Credit 
(LOC) worth nearly $10 billion spread over 100 projects in 41 countries after South Asia .

•	 Capacity Building via E-governance Initiative: India is investing in the capacity building pf African 
people across all the sectors by providing more than $1 billion in technical assistance and training to 
personnel under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) program.

•	 Security Cooperation:In many UN peacekeeping forces India has deployed approximately 6,000 Indian 
soldiers in conflict zones in Africa.

•	 Cooperation on Multiple Fronts: Bilateral cooperation includes solar energy development through 
Cooperation in International Solar Alliance , information technology, cybersecurity, maritime security, 
disaster relief, counter-terrorism and military training.

•	 Engagement of India with African countries: Engagement of India with African countries has 
increased in the last two decades with a large number of public and private sector companies from 
India investing in Africa.

 ▶ India’s engagement with African nations remains at three levels mainly in Bilateral, Regional and 
Multilateral relations.

 ▶ Multilateral engagement was launched with the first India Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) in 2008.

•	 Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC): India is investing in capacity building providing 
more than $1 billion in technical assistance with training to professionals under the Indian Technical 
and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) program.

•	 African Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF): India has pledged $1 million towards ACBF’s 
sustainable development for removal of poverty alleviation, and capacity building initiative.

•	 Pan-African E-Network: India has invested $100 million in the Pan-African E-Network to bridge the 
digital divide in Africa, this will help African in leveraging its strengths in information technology.

•	 Indian military academies offer training to military officers from a number of African states.

•	 Asian Africa Growth Corridor: India has also unveiled the Vision Document of the Asian Africa 
Growth Corridor which is jointly prepared by Indian and Japanese think tanks. This corridor will 
prosper Africa and there by countering Chines Belt Road Initiative.

 ▶ The corridor will focus on Developing Cooperation Projects, Quality Infrastructure and Institutional 
Connectivity, skill enhancement, and People-to-People Partnership.

Opportunities In India-Africa Relations:
•	 Addressing Food security:

 ▶ Agriculture and food security can also be a game changer for deepening ties where India has the 
expertise.

 ▶ Africa has a major chunk of the world’s arable land but the issue remains that it produces a very 
small percentage of the global agri-output.
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•	 Becoming Voice of Developing World:
 ▶ Just as India and Africa fought colonialism together in the past and in future India and Africa can 

collaborate on representative and democratic global order that has a voice for around one-third of 
humanity that lives in Africa and India.

•	 Combating Neo-Colonialism:
 ▶ China’ Chequebook diplomacy where China is Extracting the African resources at the fullest and 

and donation diplomacy in Africa will remain a challenge for India and opportunity for African 
countries to move towards India.

 ▶ Chinese investment is seen as neo-colonial in nature as it focuses on money, political influence, 
hard-infrastructure projects and resource extraction but on the other hand India provides for 
capacity Building.

•	 Enabling Strategic Convergence:
 ▶ Under the recent Quad Plus initiative whereby the countries (US, India, Japan and Australia have 

recently engaged other countries such as South Korea, Vietnam, New Zealand, Israel and Brazil) 
exchanged views and proposed cooperation with select African countries about the Indian Ocean.

•	 Preventing Global Rivalries:
 ▶ Several global economic players have strengthened their engagement with African states for 

economic opportunities such as energy, mining, infrastructure and connectivity where India too 
collaborates with them.

India and Africa Relation during the Pandemic:
•	 India’s exports to $27.7 billion goods and services with a reduction of 4.4% the previous year.
•	 India imports from Africa  around $28.2 billion, a reduction 25% over the previous year.
•	 India’s investments in Africa saw a a decline from $3.2 billion in 2019 20 to $2.9 billion in 2020 21
•	 In the first two decades of the 21st century Africa experienced a sharpened international competition 

which is known as ‘the third scramble’.
•	 A mix of competition and contestation involving traditional and new players, especially the United 

States, the European Union (EU), China, Japan and India

Way Forward:
•	 higher priority. Industry representatives should be consulted about their grievances and challenges in 

the COVID 19.
•	 increased cooperation between India and its international allies, rates priority
•	 India-Africa forum summit on priority basis.
•	 India has to engage with the other friendly countries in Africa in order take on China.

Extra For Prelims:
•	 India Africa Forum Summit:

 ▶ It is an official platform for the African-Indian relations.
 ▶ It is held once every three years beginning from 2008.
 ▶ Journey has started from New Delhi (2008), Addis Ababa (2011) and New Delhi (2015 where India 

has increased the ties  with the 54 African states through the African Union (AU).
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•	 India’s top five markets today are:
 ▶ South Africa
 ▶ Nigeria
 ▶ Egypt
 ▶ Kenya and Togo.

•	 The countries from which India imports the most are:
 ▶ South Africa
 ▶ Nigeria
 ▶ Egypt
 ▶ Angola
 ▶ Guinea.

•	 India’s top three exports to Africa are:
 ▶ Mineral fuels and oils (processed petroleum products),
 ▶ Pharmaceutical products
 ▶ Vehicles.

Swarn Singh

Relevant Advice for Health care-givers, Mothers-to-be  
(The Hindu, GS-2, Social Justice, Health)

Context:
As of Now Today, the number of new cases of COVID-19 per day and the number of daily COVID-19 
deaths in India are among the highest in the world. Maternity services in India, already overburdened with 
large numbers even in pre-COVID-19 times. It is true for both , both public and private, which face a crisis 
situation with the conditions caused by the pandemic.

Effect of COVID-19 Pandemic on Pregnant Women:
•	 According to Journal of the American Medical Association:

 ▶ Maternal mortality is much higher in COVID 19 positive pregnant mothers than in non -COVID 19 
pregnant women. 

•	 The problems faced by pregnant women who contract COVID 19 and their new born are:
 ▶ Pre eclampsia
 ▶ Pre term 
 ▶ Labour maternal infections
 ▶ Increased caesarean section rates
 ▶ Fetal growth restriction due to placental insufficiency
 ▶ Neonatal infections and respiratory distress.
 ▶ Maternal obesity and diabetes in pregnancy creates maternal and neonatal complications and these 

are common in pregnant women in India.
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Way Forward:
•	 Professional bodies should come forward on the urgent basis to avert a serious calamity.
•	 The Government should consult with Professional bodies on an immediate basis to  facilitate counselling 

and care for women in the reproductive age group.
•	 Government must provide resources to health care. professionals involved in their care.
•	 Matter regarding pregnant women should be taken up on a war footing.

Two Important steps must be taken now:
•	 Advise all women to postpone pregnancy till both partners are vaccinated.
•	 Offer vaccination to all un vaccinated pregnant women to save them from tyranny of this virus.
•	 Temporary and reversible contraception during COVID 19 times is a simple and effective way.
•	 Reduction in the number of antenatal visits assisted with online consultations, protocols for 

ultrasonography, glucose tolerance test and antepartum fetal evaluation.
•	 Dedicated and safe ultrasound scan centers for pregnant women as ultrasound scans are routinely done 

during pregnancy. These centers must be manned exclusively by immunized personnel.
•	 Pregnant women with fever should be considered to have COVID 19 unless proven otherwise and be 

taken care in the requisite ward with full facilities.
•	 COVID 19 pregnancies and non -COVID 19 pregnancies are handled in different arrangements to 

prevent infecting susceptible mothers.
•	 Firstly we have to prevent infections in health care personnel and the second to prevent infections in 

susceptible mothers. 
•	 Unvaccinated healthcare workers providing care for pregnant women should be vaccinated at earliest.
•	 Pregnancy and the immediate postpartum period are pro thrombotic states and they favour the formation 

of blood clots in veins, so we must take care of this period so that MMR can be decreased.
•	 Inactivated virus vaccines are safe during pregnancy as according to the World Health Organization, 

which has given a nod to the use of the inactivated Synovac vaccine.
•	 The availability and advantages of the vaccine for pregnant women should be publicized and an 

awareness programme should be created among the public.

A Big Picture about COVID-19 and Its Impact:
What is COVID-19:
•	 Covid-19 is a Zoonotic disease. This is transmitted through the Virus. The origin of this disease is still 

unknown.
•	 This is a respiratory disease which spreads from person to person.

Effects of COVID-19 on Indian Society and Economy:
On society:
•	 Issue of Migrant Labor:

 ▶ Migration of labour from cities to villages in a haphazard manner. Migrant workers depend on daily 
earnings so  they barely have savings which they could spend during any emergency.

 ▶ Gig workers have gone through a similar issue as migrant workers had faced.
•	 Impact of Covid-19 on education has been pathetic and its repercussions will be seen in the near future.
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 ▶ There shall be a lifelong impact of school closures on the productivity of this generation of students.
•	 Psychological trauma faced by both women and men.
•	 Lockdowns due to the Covid pandemic that leads to social distancing seems to be hitting people even 

more than the fear of the deadly virus.
•	 People are getting highly restive and agitated in spite of social media connectivity.
•	 Domestic violence has increased about more than doubled in the country during this period.
•	 Humans have evolved to be social creatures and are wired to live in interactive groups and communities. 

Lockdown and rules issued to contain COVID-19 led to isolation from family, friends and colleagues can 
be unbalancing and traumatic for most people and can result in short or even long-term psychological 
and physical health problems.

•	 An increase in levels of anxiety, aggression, depression, forgetfulness and hallucinations are possible 
psychological effects of isolation which, in many cases, leads to suicide.

Economic Impact:
•	 The Indian economy was going through a sluggish phase since demonetization and GST and now 

Lockdowns act like a full stop to it. 
•	 The country’s growth dipped below 7 percent for FY 2019-20 and it will not improve in the near future 

due to the second wave.
•	 Informal economy, which employed around 400 million workers, is at risk of falling deeper into poverty 

during this crisis, as per a report by the International Labor Organization. 
•	 Bombay Stock Exchange Sensex has seen a sharp fall.

Sector Wise Impact on Indian Economy:

•	 Agriculture:
 ▶ The nationwide lockdown has left farmers across the country bereft of agricultural labor just before 

harvesting season. 
 ▶ Farmers also worry about government procurement and their ability to sell their crops, given that 

many agricultural markets are still closed, despite orders from the home ministry to exempt all 
farming activities from the shutdown. 

•	 Textile:
 ▶ A Production halt in China and lockdown in India have had an impact which puts this growing 

sector into gallows due to lesser demand. This happens mainly because of dependence on China for 
textile raw materials including synthetic yarn, synthetic fabric, buttons, zippers, and hangers.

•	 Automotive:
 ▶ The sector was already witnessing a sluggish demand for the last one year due to GST and 

demonetization. The present situation has further aggravated the problem and compounded the 
situation with an acute liquidity crunch. 

•	 Aviation:
 ▶ With suspension of global travel, The airlines are looking at bankruptcy.

•	 Hotels and restaurants:
 ▶ Due to lockdowns demand has declined substantially with owners struggling to recover the fixed 

costs.
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•	 Chemicals:
 ▶ India’s dependence on China for active ingredients and shortage of essential chemicals amidst the 

lockdown has resulted in a reduced production of organic and inorganic chemicals across India.
•	 Pharmaceuticals:

 ▶ As per Trade Promotion Council of India, the country imports around 85 percent of its total 
requirement of active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) from China. Dependencies on China have 
impacted manufacturing operations in India. However, demand for essential medicines and safety 
equipment has gone up. Government has restricted the export of certain medicines and pharma 
products and is monitoring the overall inventory on regular basis.

•	 E-commerce:
 ▶ Several e-commerce players are unable to service existing orders and are not accepting new orders, 

even when there is a surge in demand for home delivery. However, companies are trying to service 
essential items on a priority basis.

•	 IT and ITeS:
 ▶ Slowdown in markets have reduced the influx of IT projects from international markets. Remote 

working has given rise in demand for communication tools, conference platforms, and cyber 
security apps, among others. These software tools are being used across sectors such as education, 
finance, and HR to ensure business continuity.

Swarn Singh

Sedition Law  
(Gs Paper-2, Fundamental Rights) Source- The Hindu)

Context:

•	 Recently, the Apex Court decision quashed the sedition charges against a senior journalist.
•	 Civil society applauded this as a heartening development, especially in the respect of the increasing 

number of sedition cases filed.
•	 Increasing number of sedition cases reflects the repressive approach to dissension and criticism of the 

government.
•	 Moreover, a report published by Freedom House Freedom in the report Democracy under Siege 

demoted India’s status from a free country to a partly free country.
•	 One of the reasons for the drop is the rise in sedition cases for adjacent dissenters.
•	 Therefore, as the sedition law is often used to stifle democracy, it should be unfastened from the statutes.

Historical Background of Sedition Law:
•	 Sedition laws were constituted in 17th century England when lawmakers believed that only good opinions 

of the government should survive, as bad opinions were inimical to the government and monarchy.
•	 This sentiment (and law) was borrowed and installed into the Section 124A of IPC in 1870, by the 

British.
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•	 British used Sedition law to jailbird and sentence freedom fighters. It was first applied to prosecute Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak in 1897.

•	 Mahatma Gandhi, too, was later secured for sedition for his articles in Young India.

Relevance of Sedition Law:

•	 Reasonable Restrictions: The constitution of India prescribes reasonable restrictions (under Article 
19(2)) that can always be imposed on this right in order to assure its responsible exercise and to ensure 
that it is coequally available to all citizens.

•	 Maintaining Unity & Integrity: Sedition law benefits the government in combating anti-national, 
secessionist and terrorist elements.

•	 Maintaining Stability of State: It helps in preserving the elected government from pursuit to overthrow 
the government with violence and illegal means. The continued occurrence of the government 
established by law is an essential condition of the stability of the State.

Note:
•	 Rational restrictions are mentioned under Article 19(2) Constitution of India i.e. notice of the 

sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly relations with foreign States, 
public order, decorum or morality or in relation to contempt of court, defamation or incitement 
to an offence.

Associated Issues With Sedition Law:

•	 Relic of Colonial Era: Colonial administrators used sedition to keep out people who criticised the British 
policies. Stalwarts of the freedom movement such as Lokmanya Tilak, Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Bhagat Singh, etc were condemned for their “seditious” speeches, writings and activities under 
British rule. Thus, uncontrolled use of the sedition law recalls the colonial era.

•	 Stand of Constituent Assembly: The Constituent Assembly did not acknowledge to include sedition 
in the Constitution. The members convinced it would curtail freedom of speech and expression. 
They contend that the sedition law can be turned into a weapon to suppress people’s legitimate and 
constitutionally approved right to protest.
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•	 Disregarding Supreme Court’s Judgement: Supreme Court in Kedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihar 
case 1962, limited application of sedition to “acts involving motive or tendency to create disorder, or 
disturbance of state law and order, or incitement to violence”. Thus, conjuring sedition charges against 
academicians, lawyers, socio-political activists and students is in disregard of the Supreme Court’s order.

•	 Repressing Democratic Values: Increasingly, India is being narrated  as an elected autocracy mostly 
because of the callous and calculated use of sedition law.

Way Forward:
•	 Scrapping Sedition Law: There are sufficient laws in our country to deal with external and internal 

threats to India and there is no need to endure the sedition law. Thus, it is essential to nullify the sedition 
law on the ground that it is used to infringe freedom of expression and speech.

•	 Role of Judiciary: Until the sedition law is grazed by the parliament, the higher judiciary should use its 
supervisory powers to stimulate the magistracy and police to the constitutional provisions protecting 
free speech. Further, to avoid the burden  of sedition law, the higher judiciary can stimulate the 
definition of sedition, to include only the issues prevailing to the territorial integrity of India as well as 
the sovereignty of the country.

•	 Raising Civil Society Awareness: Civil society must  get hold of the command to raise awareness about 
the arbitrary use of Sedition law.

Conclusion:
•	 Now that the Supreme Court has quashed sedition charges put on a journalist, we as the citizens of the 

Indian Nation should demand the quashing of the sedition law in its absoluteness to fulfil the vision of 
the Constituent Assembly, which denied sedition while framing the Constitution.

Khyati Khare
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On the margins with full equality still out of reach (GS-2, 
Governance, The Hindu)

Context:
This year Google Doodle in the month of zone celebrated about Dr. Frank Kameny (1925-2011) who was 
an American astronomer, veteran, and gay rights activist. He had ‘successfully challenged the American 
Psychiatric Association’s classification of homosexuality as a mental disorder’. The queer community is still a 
stigmatized and invisible minority in India though Indian constitution provides Right to equality.

Issue of 377:
•	 This was a colonial legacy. Which said that “whoever voluntarily has carnal intercourse against the 

order of nature with any man, woman or animal shall be punished”.
•	 This section was challenged on the particularity of article 14,19 and 21 of indian constitution.

Problems faced by LGBT Community:
•	 Physical and emotional abuses against lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people including arbitrary 

arrests, violence, bullying in schools, denial of access to health and harassment at work.  
•	 A high level of depression is amongst members of the LGBT community 
• Failures because of societal rules and discriminations in a normal life.  
• Financial security is denied to these people 
• Constant police harassment of the gay community.  
• Doctors need to say that homosexuality is not a disease.  
•	 Government should do capacity building of doctors to understand health issues specific to the 

homosexual community, it needs to be part of the educational curriculum.
•	 What are the court judgments regarding IPC 377?

Naz Foundation vs. Govt. of NCT of Delhi (2009):
•	 Delhi High Court struck off in its famous judgement on section 377. Court specifically legalising 

consensual homosexual activities between adults.

CURRENT AFFAIRSCURRENT AFFAIRS
JUly 2021JUly 2021
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Suresh Kumar Koushal Case (2013):
•	 SC completely overturned the previous judgment by Delhi High Court (2009) that decriminalized 

homosexual acts and criminalized homosexuality once again.
•	 In 150 years less than 200 persons had been prosecuted under Section 377.
•	 SC argued that, “plight of sexual minorities” could not be used as an argument for deciding the 

constitutionality of law.
•	 Further, SC said that it was for the legislature to look into the desirability of deleting section 377 of IPC.
•	 Justice K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of India (2017)
•	 Right to Privacy is intrinsic to life and liberty and must be included in Fundamental right under Article 

21 of the Indian constitution.
• Bodily autonomy was an integral part of the right to privacy said by Supreme court
• Sexual orientation of an individual is one’s choice.
•	 Navtej Singh Johar vs. Union Of India (2018)
•	 This judgement decriminalised homosexuality.

Why decriminalization of 377 is a Milestone:
•	 It recognizes the rights of most discriminated persons.
•	 It shows the upholding of fundamental rights to all.
•	 It is progressive judgment which will further gives consolidation to same sex marriage’s rights.
•	 Protection of Human rights under United nation human declaration for which India is party.

Indian Perspective on same sex Marriage:
•	 In india general marriage are governed under Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, Indian Christian Marriage 

Act, 1872, Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937.
•	 same-sex and queer marriages are not clearly recognised in India and neither by society.
•	 Arun kumar and Sreeja vs The Inspector General of Registration and Ors:- Madurai Bench of the High 

Court of Madras employed a progressive  interpretation holding that the term ‘bride’ under the Hindu 
Marriage Act, 1955 includes transwomen and intersex persons identifying as women. 

International views on the issue of same sex marriage and 
LGBTQIA+ rights:
Constitutional Court of South Africa In 2005:
•	 Minister of Home Affairs and Another vs Fourie case:– where court said that the common law definition 

of marriage i.e. “a union of one man with one woman” was inconsistent with the Constitution of the 
Republic of South Africa

•	 So the words “or spouse” was included in place of “husband”. 
•	 The South african government enacted  the Civil Union Act, 2006 which said marriage is voluntary 

union of two persons above 18 years of age.
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In Australia:
•	 The Same-Sex Relationships (Equal Treatment in Commonwealth Laws – General Law Reform) Act 

2008 was enacted which provide provide equal entitlements for same-sex couples in matters of, inter 
alia, social security, employment and taxation.

England and Wales:
•	 the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 enabled same-sex couples to marry in civil ceremonies or 

with religious rites.

United States of America:
•	 Supreme Court of the United States decided that the fundamental right to marry is guaranteed to same-

sex couples.
•	 Obergefell vs Hodges ushered in a landmark shift in the American position and allowing same-sex 

marriages
There is a recognition that the unequal laws discriminating against the LGBTQIA+ community have acted 
and are acting as a trigger to reform and modernise the legal system which in actual sense provides equality.

A case of Ireland:
•	 Ireland is 1st country which regonises and legalises the same sex marriages.

The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019:
Facts About Transgender Person:
•	 Transgender’ is an umbrella term that includes persons whose sense of gender does not match with the 

gender assigned to them at birth as according to the WHO.
•	 According to the 2011 Census about 0.04% of the total population is transgender. 
•	 An Expert Committee, examined the issues related to transgender persons, was setup in 2013.

 ▶ The Committee after examining the set of issues reported that
 ▶ These transgender persons faced issues of social stigma and discrimination which affected their 

access to education, healthcare, employment and government documents. 
 ▶ Our Supreme Court has also recognised a transgender person’s right to self-identification as male, 

female or the third gender in a case.

Key Features of the Act:

•	 The act provides a holistic definition of a transgender person:
 ▶ Transgender person includes trans-men and trans-women, persons with intersex variations, gender-

queers, and persons with socio-cultural identities, such as kinnar and hijra.  
 ▶ Intersex variations are also defined.

•	 Certificate of identity for a transgender person:
 ▶ A transgender person (T.P.) has right to self-perceived gender identity.
 ▶ A T.P. has to obtain a Certificate of Identity issued by the District Magistrate (DM). 
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 ▶ A revised certificate may be obtained by the same person in case of a bodily change.

•	 Prohibition of Discriminations:
 ▶ The Act prohibits discrimination against a transgender person, which also includes unfair treatment 

or denial of service in relation to:
 ▶ Education
 ▶ Employment 
 ▶ Healthcare
 ▶ Access to public goods and facilities
 ▶ Right to movement
 ▶ Right to rent or own property
 ▶ Opportunity to hold public or private office
 ▶ Access to a government or private establishment which has custody of a transgender person.

•	 All public and private establishments are prohibited from discriminating against a transgender person 
in terms of employment matters.

•	 Benefits related to employment, health and education:
 ▶ Welfare schemes and programmes to facilitate and support livelihood for transgender persons will 

be provided by the State and Central government.
 ▶ Healthcare facilities to transgender persons should be provided by the central and state government.

•	 A National Council for Transgender (NCT) persons will be set up to advise the central government on 
policies. 

•	 These offences will attract imprisonment between six months and two years, and a fine or both 
accordingly decided by the court.

What are the Issues in the Act:
•	 Self-determination of identity vs. verification of eligibility for entitlements:- The identity of the 

transgender person will depend on the will of executive i.e. D.M. to provide a certificate of identification.
•	 Supreme Court already upheld the right of transgender persons to determine their self-identified gender 

as a man, woman or as third gender.  
•	 The Act creates provisions to protect transgender persons from discrimination, and provide welfare 

schemes in relation to health, education and employment.  
•	 The meaning and implication of the term ‘self-perceived gender identity’ is unclear.
•	 The Bill does not follow the Standing Committee’s recommendation on a Screening Committee which 

instead of D.M recommended a District Screening Committee based on a number of people.
•	 Gender specific laws and procedures in India Legislation

Indian Penal Code,1860:
•	 Punishment for assault on a woman with intent to outrage her modesty.
•	 Punishment for selling female minors for purposes of prostitution
•	 Rape committed by a man on a woman
•	 Insulting the modesty of a woman by Word, gesture or act.
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•	 Woman subjecting her to cruelty BY husband or relative of husband.
•	 Dowry death

Code of Criminal Procedure,1973:
•	 A female under arrest can be searched only by another female cop with strict regard to decency.
•	 Restoration of the liberty of unlawfully detained females
•	 Requires the medical examination of a victim of rape
•	 Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986
•	 Prohibits the indecent representation of women in various forms of publications.

Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005:
•	 This act grants protection to a woman in a domestic relationship and who alleges domestic violence.

Civil laws
•	 The Sexual Harassment of Women At Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition, Redressal) Act, 2013
•	 This act provides protection against the sexual harassment of women at the workplace.

Hindu Marriage Act, 1955:
•	 This act recognises marriage between a man and a woman.’
•	 The Special Marriage Act, 1954:-
•	 Recognizes marriage between a man and a woman.

Other laws:
•	 The Mines Act, 1952:

 ▶ This act prohibits the employment of a woman in areas of a mine below ground level
 ▶ This act permits the employment of a woman in a mine above ground level between the hours of 6 

am and 7 pm.

•	 Factories Act, 1948:
•	 This act permits a woman from working in any factory only between the hours of 6 am and 7 pm.

•	 National Food Security Act, 2013
 ▶ This act provides eldest woman in every eligible household will be head of the household for the 

purpose of issue of ration cards.

•	 National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005
 ▶ This act makes priority will be given to women workers (at least one-third of the beneficiaries are to 

be women) if they have registered and requested for work under this Act.

•	 The Companies Act, 2013
 ▶ This act provides the Board of Directors of every company to have at least one woman director.

Way forward:
•	 Where ever there is any legal or statutory bar to same¬sex and queer marriages must necessarily be held 
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to be unconstitutional and specifically on the violation of article 14,19 and 21.
•	 Self Respect marriages were legalized in Tamil Nadu through amendments to the Hindu Marriage Act, 

1955.
•	 A community evolved mechanism which ensure the rights of all people especially LGBTQIA+ should 

be protected.
•	 Government must amend the laws and put a progressive definition of marriage.
•	 Court must also pronounced a progressive and more sensitive approach towards the deprived people of 

same sex marriage.
•	 172nd Law Commission Report recommended deletion of Section 377. 
•	 In 2016, a UN report had urged to decriminalize consensual homosexual relations.
•	 Government bodies need to be sensitized and made aware about the changed position of law to ensure 

that the LGBTQ community is not denied public services or harassed for their sexual orientation.

Swarn Singh

Reopen the files, reconsider Privatization  
(The Hindu, GS-3, Economy)

Context:
Privatization is a process where the government decreases its shareholding in the Public sector Undertaking. 
Government also transfers the ownership of the management from government to the private sector. The 
private sector is more efficient than the public sector. Progressive disinvestment of the shares of public sector 
undertakings in the market has been taking place over the years and  through the way of actual privatisation.
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History about Privatization or LPG Reforms:
•	 The economy of India had undergone significant policy shifts in the beginning of the 1990s. This 

new model of economic reforms is commonly known as the LPG or Liberalisation, Privatisation and 
Globalisation model. The primary objective of this model was to make the economy of India the fastest 
developing economy in the globe with capabilities that help it match up with the biggest economies of 
the world. The concepts of liberalization, globalization and privatization, all are actually closely related 
to one another.

Highlights of the LPG Policy, 1991:
•	 Foreign Technology Agreements 
•	 Foreign Investment 
•	 MRTP Act, 1969 (Amended)
•	 Industrial Licensing Deregulation 
•	 Beginning of privatisation 
•	 Opportunities for overseas trade 
•	 Steps to regulate inflation 
•	 Tax reforms 
•	 Abolition of License -Permit RaJ

Liberalisation:
•	 Liberalisation refers to the slackening of government regulations. The economic liberalisation in India 

denotes the continuing financial reforms which began on July 24, 1991.

Reforms under Liberalisation:
• Deregulation of the Industrial Sector  
• Financial Sector Reforms  
• Tax Reforms  
• Foreign Exchange Reforms  
• Trade and Investment Policy Reforms  
• External Sector Reforms  
• Foreign Exchange Reforms  
• Foreign Trade Policy Reforms.

Privatisation:
•	 Privatisation refers to the participation of private entities in businesses and services and transfer of 

ownership from the public sector (or government) to the private sector as well.

Ways of Privatisation:
•	 Transfer of Ownership
•	 Disinvestment
•	 The public sale of shares  
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•	 Public auction  
•	 Public tender  
•	 Direct negotiations  
•	 Transfer of control of State or municipally controlled enterprises  
•	 Lease with a right to purchase

Globalisation:
•	 Globalization essentially means integration of the national economy with the world economy. It 

implies a free flow of information, ideas, technology, goods and services, capital and even people across 
different countries and societies. It increases connectivity between different markets in the form of 
trade, investments and cultural exchanges.

•	 Narasimha Rao Committee’s Recommendations
•	 Bringing in the Security Regulations (Modified) and the SEBI Act of 1992.
•	 Launching of the National Stock Exchange in 1994.
•	 Promoting FDI (Foreign Direct Investment) by means of raising the highest cap on the contribution of 

international capital.
•	 Cutting down duties from a mean level of 85 per cent to 25 per cent.
•	 Reorganisation of the methods for sanction of FDI in 35 sectors.

Effects of LPG reforms in India:
•	 Free flow of capital:- Liberalisation has improved flow of capital into the country which makes it 

inexpensive for the companies to access capital from investors.
•	 Stock Market Performance:-Generally, when a country relaxes its laws, taxes, the stock market values 

also rise. Stock Markets are platforms on which Corporate Securities can be traded in real time.
•	 Political Risks Reduced:- Liberalisation policies in the country lessens political risks to investors. The 

government can attract more foreign investment through liberalisation of economic policies
•	 Diversification for Investors:- In a liberalised economy, Investors gets benefit by being able to invest a 

portion of their portfolio into a diversifying asset class.
•	 Impact on Agriculture:- In the area of agriculture, the cropping patterns has undergone a huge 

modification, but the impact of liberalisation cannot be properly measured.
•	 Improved efficiency: The main argument for privatisation is that private companies have a profit 

incentive to cut costs and be more efficient
•	 Lack of political interference: It is argued governments make poor economic managers. They are 

motivated by political pressures rather than sound economic and business sense. For example, a state 
enterprise may employ surplus workers which is inefficient. The government may be reluctant to get rid 
of the workers because of the negative publicity involved in job losses.

•	 Increased competition: Often privatisation of state-owned monopolies occurs alongside deregulation 
– i.e. policies to allow more firms to enter the industry and increase the competitiveness of the market.

•	 Increase in Employment: There is an increase in the number of new jobs available with the opportunity 
of Special Economic Zones (SEZ). Including Export Processing Zones (EPZ) Centre in India is very 
useful in employing thousands of people.

•	 Increase in Compensation: The level of compensation has increased as compared to domestic 
companies due to the skill and knowledge a foreign company offers after Globalisation, 
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•	 High Standard of Living: Indian economy and the standard of living of an individual has increased 
because of the outbreak of Globalisation.

•	 Extension of Market: Due to globalisation any company can extend their limits the size of business.
•	 Development of Infrastructure: Its help in the improvement and development of infrastructure. For 

example, growing financial facilities, faster communication, rapid technology changes, new sources of 
industrial energy etc.

•	 Development of healthy competition: Integration of global markets reduces manufacturing costs, 
improves quality, reduces processing time,and business becomes dominant drivers.

Why Government is Considering about Privatisation, Now:
•	 To contain Fiscal Deficit.
•	 To increase the capital with  the government so that it’s fiscal policy, public policies can be sustained.
•	 Government wants more private sector participation on the expense of PSU. 

Why government should reconsider its decision  
about privatisation:
Government’s establishment provides:
•	 Employment to the youth.
•	 A balanced regional development.
•	 A sense of Social Justice by providing the reservation to the Lower strata of society.
•	 They provide competition to the private sector thereby improving efficiency of the employee.
•	 Currently the government procure about 25% of its procurement from MSME there by providing jobs 

in the MSME and also provides cushion to the regional industry.

Way forward:
•	 For sick PSU: (Why should we sell them?:- (Because Their technology, plants and machinery are 

obsolete. Their managerial and human resources have atrophied with no current value.)
•	 There would be valuable land left after selling machinery as scrap, this land selling will provide land for 

urbanisation, good price to the government, and decrease the land prices in the urban area.
•	 For example: Air India and the India Tourism Development Corporation (ITDC) hotels are good 

examples for disinvestment, in such a case what should the government do?
•	 Air India should ideally be made debt free and a new management should have freedom permitted 

under the law in personnel management to get investor interest.
•	 Government needs a calibrated divestment to get maximum value over the medium term after 

considering market conditions should be the goal of the government in the current scenario.
•	 PSU’s managements may be given longer and stable tenures with greater flexibility to achieve the 

dedicated outcomes, and more confidence to take well considered commercial risks. 
•	 Successful large corporations need to be encouraged to invest and grow both in brownfield and greenfield 

modes.
•	 Sale at fair or lower than fair value to foreign entities or any private firms as well as funds will have 

adverse implications from the perspective of being ‘Atma Nirbhar’.
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Swarn Singh

Marginalisation of Sexual Minorities  
(Gs Paper-1, Features Of Indian Society Source- The Hindu)

Context:
•	 During the 1970s homosexuality was served as a mental disorder. But, after the 1970s, with the efforts 

of some activists like Dr. Frank Kameny, the global LGBTQ community stride ahead for their rights and 
equal status.

•	 However, in India, the homophile community is still a denounced and invisible minority.
•	 Further, whatever gains that the queer community won have been provided by the judiciary; not by 

legislatures of our country.
•	 Despite judicial verdicts, India’s sexual minorities face biases in employment, mental, health issues, and 

personal rights.
•	 This makes it incompatible with the country’s living, liberal and inclusive Constitution.

Role of Judiciary in Welfare of LGBTQ+:
In the tussle between the demands of the folkloric conception of society and the rights of individuals to 
their identity and dignity, the higher judiciary has come down rigidly in favor of individuals. This can be 
understood in the following examples:
•	 Naz Foundation vs Government of NCT of Delhi Case 2009: The Delhi High Court’s verdict held that 
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section 377 of the Indian Penal code outraged the guarantee of equality enshrined in Article 14 of the 
Constitution because it fabricates an unreasonable classification and points homosexuals as a class.

•	 National Legal Services Authority v. Union of India Case 2014: In the present case, the Supreme 
Court of India declared transgender people to be a ‘third gender’.

•	 Navtej Singh Johar & Ors. vs Union of India Case 2018: The Supreme Court of India’s ruling in 
this case clench that, the criminalization of consensual homosexual behavior between adults (under 
Section 377 of the IPC), was “unconstitutional, irrational, indefensible and manifestly arbitrary towards 
them”. This judgment has felicitated a launchpad for the LGBTQ+ jurisprudence and queer liberation 
movement in India.

Discrimination Faced By LGBTQ+
•	 Full Equality is Still a Pie in the Sky: Despite many judgments of the higher judiciary, the queer 

community in India still faces various discrimination in matters of employment, health, and personal 
relationship.

•	 Legal Sanction Opposed: The Union of India has recently opposed any move to favor legal sanction to 
same-sex marriages in India.

  The government ruled that the decriminalization of Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code does not 
automatically result in a fundamental right for same-sex couples to marry.

•	 Heteronormativity: Heteronormativity is the prime cause of hetero-sexism and homophobia.
  Heteronormativity is the thought and belief that heterosexuality is the default, preferred, or normal 

mode of sexual orientation. It assumes the gender binary and that sexual and marital relations are most 
felicitous between people of the opposite sex.

•	 Issues With the Transgender Act: Parliament has passed the Transgender Persons (Protection of 
Rights) Act 2019which had been framed for the welfare of transgender persons. However, the LGBTQ+ 
community protested against the act on account of issues like the

•	 a one-size-fits-all approach, absence of reservation, etc.

Way Forward:
Marriage, A Human Right:
•	 Justice Anthony Kennedy of the U.S. Supreme Court, in Obergefell vs Hodges (2015) underscored the 

emotional and social value of the institution of marriage.
•	 He asserted that the universal human right of marriage should not be denied to a same-sex couple.
•	 As of 2021, same-sex marriage is legally performed and recognized in 29 countries.
•	 Thus, Indian society and the state should synchronize themselves with changing trends.

Amending Article 15:
•	 Article 15 is the cornerstone of the concept that equality is the antithesis of discrimination.
•	 It secures the citizens from every sort of discrimination by the state, on the grounds of religion, race, 

caste, sex, or place of birth, or any of them.
•	 In order to prevent discrimination against sexual minorities, the grounds of non-discrimination should 

be expanded by including gender and sexual orientation.
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Inducing Behavioural Change:
• Justice Rohinton F. Nariman had directed in Navtej Singh Johar case, the Government to sensitize the 
general public and officials, including police officials, to reduce and finally eliminate the stigma associated 
with the LGBTQ+ community through the mass media and the official channel.
• School and university students too should be sensitized about the diversity of sexuality to deconstruct 
the myth of heteronormativity.
Conclusion
• The Constitution was conceived by India’s founding fathers as a beacon of fundamental rights.
• However, LGBTQ+ is still one of the most marginalized segments of the citizenry.
• Therefore, it is time for a change; but the burden should not be left to the powers that be.
• The onus remains with the civil society, the citizenry concerned, and the LGBTQ+ community itself.

Khyati Khare

Controlling Population  
(Gs Paper-1, Salient Features Of Indian Society Source- The Hindu)

Context:
•	 Recently, two Indian state governments – Uttar Pradesh and Assam – have championed aggressive 

population control measures.
•	 This proposal obtains a two-child policy for entitlement to state government benefits.
•	 With ongoing style, India will overtake China as the most populous country by 2025 or perhaps sooner.
•	 The overwhelming population burden is a cause of resource crunch on deep pockets like hospitals, food 

grains, houses, or employment.
•	 However, population control, grounded in classic economic theories, has been a double-edged sword. 

It has both benefits and costs.

Status of Population Growth in the India & World:
•	 In over half of the world’s nations, the rate of population growth is rapidly falling behind replacement 

rates, and, probably for the first time, the growth rate in the world’s population is expected to be zero by 
the end of this century, according to the data of United Nations (UN).

•	 Further, the Covid-19 pandemic may have enhanced the oncoming peak of a global population fall by 
at least a decade, according to a recent Bloomberg report.

•	 The pandemic has slowed down the already slowing global birth rates, from the United States (US) to 
China.

•	 According to the United Nations population projections, India’s population will grow by a multiple of 
1.09 between 2021 and 2031.

•	 From 2060 onwards, India’s population will start falling, which occurs when the fertility rate falls below 
replacement levels.



14
www.plutusias.com

Population Control Theories:
Malthusian Theory:
•	 Malthus in his work, Principle of Population (1798) had forecasted that the world’s population would 

grow at an increasing rate than the rate of food production.
•	 According to the theory the population tends to grow exponentially (geometric growth), he stated, but 

food supply grows in a slower arithmetic ratio.
•	 However, Malthus was ultimately proved wrong as development in agricultural technology made 

countries, such as India, net food surplus.

Big-Push Theory:
•	 Harvard economist Harvey Leibenstein has exhibited how population growth tends to crumble incomes.
•	 The main economic brawl behind this theory was that if per capita income is low, then people are too 

poor to save.
•	 Since investment is taken to be uniform to savings, low savings would mean the economy doesn’t grow.

Associated Issues With Population Control In India:
While these theories’ understanding can be made of population economics, many of these theories were later 
found to have many disruptions. This can be reflected in the following prospects-
•	 High Population is Not Always Bad Economics: A high population is not importantly a bad thing for 

the economy. Population controlling measures will result in:
 ▶ There would simply not be enough people to work for our economy,
 ▶ A large non-productive aging population is supporting and the government may not have proper 

resources to support pensions
 ▶ This would head to de-industrialization.

•	 Distributional Aspects of Population: In 1937, John Maynard Keynes gave a lecture on the topic “Some 
Economic Consequences of a Declining Population”. His key concern was poor demand for investment 
in places where companies encounter a declining population of consumers.

•	 China’s Model: China enacted a one-child norm in the 1980s, but with a growing share of older people 
in its population (due to the one-child policy), China dissipated the old policy and encouraged couples 
to have more children.

•	 Religious Factor in India: What makes population control an even more complex issue in India is 
the religious centralization around it. The wagon of population explosion is often used (directly or 
indirectly) to target a particular minority in India. The population controlling measure is impacting 
social harmony.

•	 Impacting the Poor: Total fertility rates (TFR) are higher among the poor and they will come down as 
incomes increase. Thus, entitlement-based population control policy and setup will end up hurting the 
poor, who need such help the most.

•	 Patriarchy: Patriarchy-driven predilection for a male child is an important driver of higher fertility 
rates. Restricting to the two-child policy is known to have had a severe effect on the sex ratio of the 
population through practices such as female foeticide etc.
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Way Forward:
Focus on Demographic Dividend: 
•	 India needs to put focus on exploiting its demographic dividend rather than apprehension about it.
•	 India is cool-headed at a unique moment in history, where it can exploit its demographic advantage to 

ascertain its economic goals.
•	 According to the government’s population goals, 53.6% of India’s population in 2021 is under the age of 

29. More than a quarter of India’s population is 14 years or younger.
•	 Our policymakers will do good to focus on exploiting India’s demographic dividend rather than panic 

about it

Upgrading the Skill Set:
•	 Presently, India is nowhere close to bond the best possible opportunities to young Indians.
•	 For example, according to All India Survey on Higher Education data revealed that India’s higher 

education sector is mired in deep structural inequalities.
•	 This young population can become very productive or unproductive turning on the skill sets it acquires.

Focusing on Women:
•	 The education of women can play a role, both in the case of fertility rates as well as the age of the mother 

at the time of birth of her first child.
•	 Education helps in reducing fertility and early birth among women

Conclusion:
•	 India is at a stage of demographic transition where mortality rates are downfalling and fertility rates 

would decline in the next two to three decades or so.
•	 This leads to an angle to cut population growth because India still has an assertive growth rate, but our 

population policy should keep in mind the larger outcomes of zero population growth.
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-Khyati Khare

Méndez’s anti¬torture Vision is still Distant for India  
(GS-2, The Hindu, Polity and Law)

Context:
Torture is the police excess physically, psychologically and emotionally. Juan E. Méndez recounts his fears 
while being tortured for “intelligence” by security forces of the military in 1970s Argentina. He was , former 
UN Special Rapporteur on Torture.

Facts about Custodial Torture in India:
•	 According to The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) dataw which says, In between 2001 and 

2018, a total of 1,727 persons have died in police custody including those in judicial remand and those 
who have been arrested but not yet produced before the court.

•	 75% of the people who died in police custody because of tortured.
•	 More than 2,000 human rights violation cases were also recorded against the police between 2000 and 

2018 along with apart from custodial deaths. Top of that only 344 policemen were convicted in those 
cases.

Types of Custodial Torture in India:
•	 Physical: Physical torture on the victim includes beating, 3rd degree etc.
•	 Physiological: It includes mental torture where person is unable to understand the things happening 

with him. For instance, depriving a person of food. It also includes threat and humiliation of the victim
•	 Sexual: It is employed through rape/sodomy, Generally women are the victum of this abuse though it 

is not restricted to women only. It is directed towards the social and psychological harassment of the 
victims.

Constitutional Safeguards:
•	 Article 20: Right to protection against the conviction of offenses.
•	 Article 21: Right to life and liberty.
•	 Article 22: Right to protection against arrest and detention in certain circumstances:

 ▶ Being informed of the grounds of arrest.
 ▶ To be defended by a legal practitioner of his choice.
 ▶ Production in the nearest magistrate within 24 hours of the arrest.

Statutory safeguards:
•	 Indian evidence act, 1872: Under section 25  which mentions that a confession to a police officer cannot 

be proved as against a person accused of any offense.
•	 Code of criminal procedure, 1973 (amendment in 2008): Under the section 46 and 49 of the code 

protect those under custody, from torture, who are not accused of an offense punishable with death or 
life imprisonment.
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•	 Indian police act, 1861: Under the section 7 and 29 of the Act provide for dismissal, penalty, or suspension 
of police officers who are negligent in the discharge of their duties or unfit to perform the same.

•	 Indian penal code: Under the section 330, 331, and 348 were enacted to curb the tendency of policemen 
to resort to torture to extract confessions.

Judicial Pronouncements Regarding Custodial Violence:
•	 K. Basu v. State of West Bengal, 1987:-  The Apex court observed that using torture is impermissible and 

offensive to Article 21.
•	 Munshi Singh Gautam and others vs the State of Madhya Pradesh:– The Supreme Court said that the 

dehumanizing torture, assault in alarming proportions raise serious questions about the credibility of 
the rule of law and administration of the criminal justice system.

•	 Rama Murthy v. State of Karnataka (1996):- Under this case SC while upholding fundamental rights of 
prisoners identified ‘Torture and ill-treatment’ in prisons as an area that needs reform.

•	 Nilabati Behera v. State of Orissa:- Supreme court ensured that the state could no longer escape liability 
in public law and had to be compelled to pay compensation.

Impact of Custodial deaths on Society:
•	 These deaths are against Human rights which deprives humans from right to life.
•	 Against rule of law as we say no one can be above the law but custodial death violates it.
•	 It leads to tyranny of State authorities there by loss of social capital.
•	 It leads to erosion of Democratic culture thereby weakening of democracy
•	 Disproportionately impacts the poor & vulnerable who don’t have access to tools of justice
•	 Increases burden on Judiciary for providing guidelines on police procedures

Reasons Behind Custodial Violence:
•	 Absence of Strong Legislation: India does not have an anti-torture legislation which indirectly prmotes 

cutodial violence, while action against culpable officials remains illusory.
•	 The Indian state either denies the existence of torture in the country or defends its resistance to enact a 

law by claiming there are sufficient provisions in the domestic legal framework to prohibit and penalise 
torture which may be partially true.

•	 Institutional Challenges: The entire prison system is an inherently opaque system that creates a lack of 
transparency.

•	 Prison access is not provided without prior permission such as depositing “Rs. 1 lakh in the name of the 
superintendent of the concerned jail” before entry, this creates an indirect hindrance in access.

•	 Excessive scrutiny is done of all recorded or documented material in the prison.
 ▶ Lack of Prison Reforms and prisons continue to be affected by poor conditions, overcrowding, acute 

manpower shortages and minimal safety against harm in prisons.
•	 Excessive Force: The use of excessive force including torture and 3rd degree to target marginalised 

communities and control people participating in movements or propagating ideologies which the state 
perceives as opposed to its stature.

•	 Lack of following the International Standard: Although India has signed the United Nations 
Convention against Torture in 1997 its ratification still remains.

•	 State of prisons in India:
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 ▶ Indian prisons lack the facilities in medical, sanitation, security, and food in the prison.
 ▶ Lack of Manpower:-  Ratio between crime rate and manpower is disproportionate which makes the 

enforcement of laws difficult.
•	 Non-ratification of UN Convention against torture:

 ▶ This United Nations convention against torture in 1997 was signed but not ratifed  by India.
•	 Politicization of police: The Police Act, 1861 which governs the Indian police system has no explicit 

provisions on the superintendence and general control and directions of police. This leaves the executive 
with a lot of power to control the law enforcement authorities as per vested interests.

•	 Lack of police accountability: The Prakash Singh guidelines of 2006 had recommended the constitution 
of an independent complaints authority to inquire into police misconduct. However, this has not been 
implemented by many states.

•	 Poor witness protection regime: Investigations related to custodial killings often run into delays due 
to a lack of witnesses.

•	 The lack of strength in the institutional system to protect the witnesses result in the intimidation of the 
families of witnesses and thus, they turn hostile.

Why Custodial deaths still persist or Why police reforms are lagging 
behind? 

 ▶ Long time to implement SC guidelines:- Prakash Singh is implemented by Tamil Nadu after 11 years 
which shows several States remain in contempt of the Supreme Court’s judgment

 ▶ Lack of Political will:- Continued institutional apathy from bureaucracy & political masters towards 
the issue of police reform has prevented reform in policing.

 ▶ Lack of Investigating officers and those who are there have little scope to develop specialisation in 
investigative work.

•	 Popular support to extrajudicial killing: Popular films, political and public support to illegal police 
killings as in the Hyderabad ‘Disha’ case.

•	 There are legal provisions have the effect of indirectly.accommodating the use of torture in investigative 
practice in india.

•	 Three out of four personnel say that it is justified for the police to be violent towards “criminals”.
•	 National Human Rights Commission recorded that custodial violence and torture is so rampant in this 

country that it has become almost routine.
•	 Inadequate Powers of Judiciary: The judiciary’s approach of simply passing directions and guidelines, 

has proven to be a failure. For judgements to transform into reality there is a need for money and a 
power of immediate implementation.

•	 The gap between the highest court and the lowly police officer in India: Despite criminal laws being 
struck down as unconstitutional, they continue to be enforced in various parts of the country by local 
police

•	 Culture of impunity: Madras High Court reportedly saw the Thoothukudi incident as the result of a 
“few bad apples” ruining a system’s reputation which leads to continuance of culture of impunity, which 
is further consolidated when accused policemen left free.

•	 Overworked magistrate: Struggling with an ever-exploding docket and in a rush to get done with the 
“remand case”, magistrate don’t treat an arrested person with the care and the consideration which leads 
to persistence of police brutality
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Way forward:
•	 There would need to be a fundamental shift in police thinking. 
•	 We can undertake the following measures to address the issue:

 ▶ Dk Basu guidelines: Implementing the 11-point guidelines mentioned in the DK Basu case by the 
Supreme Court.

 ▶ Implementation of Law Commission of India Reportso that accused of committing custodial torture 
– be it policemen, military and paramilitary personnel – should be criminally prosecuted instead of 
facing mere administrative action establishing an effective deterrent.

•	 Implementing Prison reforms: Prison reforms are required for ensuring humane conditions and security 
for the people in custody.

•	 CCTV cameras should be installed in police stations and in interrogation rooms so that it deter police 
man from violence.

•	 India should ratify the UN Convention Against Torture to curb custodial voilence.
•	 Police Reforms: Guidelines should also be formulated on educating and training officials involved in 

the cases involving deprivation of liberty. Reorientation must provide from present practices.
•	 Reforms in Prison: Unrestricted and regular access to independent and qualified persons to places of 

detention for inspection should also be allowed.

Swarn Singh

Exercise Sea Breeze  
(GS Paper- II, International Relations Source- The Hindu)

Context:
Two countries Ukraine and the USA have recently launched joint naval Exercise ‘Sea Breeze’ in the Black Sea 
to show Western cooperation with the country Ukraine as it faces off with Russia.
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•	 The exercise Sea Breeze has been held since 1997, including NATO states and their ally country.
•	 This version (2021) will be the largest in Exercise’s history that will include some 5,000 military personnel 

from more than 30 countries of the world.

The objective of the Exercise:
•	 To Improve naval and land operations 
•	 To Improve cooperation among participating counties.
•	 To send a powerful message to maintain stability and peace in the region.

Significance of the Black Sea for Russia:
•	 The unique and strategic geography of the Black Sea region provides and facilitates  several geopolitical 

advantages to Russia 
•	 Russia has always wanted to control and overpower the region.
•	 It is an important and crucial crossroads and strategic intersection for the entire region. 
•	 Its Access largely enhances the projection of power into multiple adjacent regions.
•	 The region is an important and strategic transit corridor for goods and energy supply.
•	 It is highly rich in cultural and ethnic diversity, and shares close bonded historical ties with Russia.

About the Black Sea:
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•	 It is a disputable sea of the Atlantic Ocean, located between Eastern Europe and Western Asia.
•	 The bordering countries of this Sea are Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, Turkey, Bulgaria, and Romania.
•	 It is the largest embayment with a meromictic basin.
•	 It means the fluctuation of water between the lower and upper layers of the sea is a unique phenomenon 

that is also responsible for its Water (significant because of the absence of oxygen in the water).

-Khyati Khare

How the Chinese Communist Party endures  
(The Hindu, GS-1, World History)

Context:
It’s been 100 years since Chinese communist party’s inception. China has reached the zenith from the bottom 
and continues its upward trajectory. In this journey China has faced many ups and down from which she 
has learnt a lot. In this article we will be discussing the past and current journey of China at the international 
stage as well as the domestic stage.

Colonialism in china:
•	 China was discovered by the Portuguese in 1514
•	 Portuguese established trade relations with China by setting up a trading center in Canton in 1557.
•	 China followed a policy of seclusion and only limited trade happened which upset the other powers 

such as the U.K.
•	 The Opium Wars of the 19th century forced China to open i.e in trade, inflow of foreigners and in 

establishing diplomatic relations. 
•	 China had national unity historically and the Manchu Dynasty ruled from 1640s to 1911. 
•	 Maoists came to power in the 1840s till 1949, China witnessed a period of foreign interference, civil war 

and disintegration. 
•	 Taiping rebellion (1850-64) was a religious-political movement, which was crushed by provincial armies 

of China. 
•	 Loss of territory north of River Amur to Russia in 1858. 
•	 Japan invaded China in 1894-95 and brought parts of China under its control, especially Manchuria 

which was brought under Japanese economic influence. 
•	 Boxer Rising occurred during 1899-1900. It was a violent anti-foreign and anti-Christian revolt. British 

deployed Indian soldiers to put it down.
•	 Japan emerged victorious from the Russia Japan war of 1904-05 and replaced Russia from areas under 

its control in China.
•	 In 1911, the Manchu Dynasty was overthrown and a Republic was proclaimed. 
•	 From 1916 to 1928, there was no central authority in China and the Generals with private armies seized 

control of different provinces. This era is called as Warlord Era. 
•	 It was Kuomintang or KMT or the Nationalist party, which rose during the Warlord Era and ended it 

completely in 1928. Sun Yat Sen and later Chiang Kai Shek were its important leaders. 
•	 KMT fought a civil war with Chinese Communist Party which emerged victorious by 1949, establishing a 
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communist form of government in China while Chiang Kai Shek fled to Taiwan operating a Government 
in exile.

Five Major Events:
•	 There are major five major events occurred before beginning of the Warlord Era:

•	 Sino-Japan War (1894-5):

 ▶ This war was fought mainly over Korea from Japan, which was under the control of China. China 
was defeated and there by recognized Korea as an independent state. Also, China was forced to 
give some territory to Japan which were located in Southern China. Formasa (Taiwan) was also 
occupied by Japan. The Senkaku islands, which are located in South China Sea, were annexed by 
Japan after this war ( The Senkaku islands are today a point of contention between China and Japan). 
Manchuria which is currently in china, came under the economic influence of Japan where it made 
a lot of capital investments after the 1890s. Manchuria was very important due to its high coal and 
mineral reserves and also provided access to Pacific Ocean. Japan envied the Russian control of 
Manchuria after 1858.

•	 Boxer Rebellion (1899-1900):
 ▶ China was divided into spheres of influence by the year 1900 (thus China was reduced from a 

sovereign state to a status of International colony). Each Imperial power ruling its sphere of influence 
in china. The rebellion was against foreign interference in political, social, economic and religious 
affairs and was crushed by a joint force from the west which consisted of anglo, German, Russian, 
French, Japanese, American . The Empress was forced to pay massive compensation for damage to 
the foreign forces in China. Boxer Protocol or treaty was signed which allowed foreign powers to 
station their troops for protection of their citizens in China. Russia occupied all of Manchuria after 
the treaty, 

•	 Russo-Japan War (1904-05):
 ▶ It was fought over Manchuria (Remember earlier one was over Korea). Japan won and took over 

Russian possessions in China including machuria. Because of this win chinese territory came under 
Japan’s control. 

 ▶ Japan got a privileged position in South Manchuria along with Port Arthur. 
 ▶ Japan converted independent Korea into its Protectorate state  in 1905. It also acquired control of 

Liaotung Peninsula. 
 ▶ Russia ceded half of Sakhalin islands to Japan. The win established Japan as a major power in Aisa 

and Wolrd. US was against Russian domination in China and was ok with Japan. 
 ▶ US President Roosevelt mediated and persuaded, Russia In the Russo-Japan war, to recognize Japan’s 

territorial gains.
 ▶ The US entered into a secret agreement with Japan which allows US trade freely in these areas. 
 ▶ Henceforth US began Policy of Appeasement towards Japan which ultimately  boosted Japan’s 

imperialism. This appeasement policy allowed Japan to become a major power and a US rival in the 
Pacific. The Russian defeat at hands of an Asian country psychologically boosted the Asians in their 
independence struggle and suffocated Russia on other hand. This defeat also weakened the Russian 
Czarist regime at home. 

•	 Chinese youth:-

 ▶ Chinese youth who got their education in the west returned in early 1900s with radical revolutionary 
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ideas which were triumphing in the west. They desired to overthrow the Manchu Dynasty and to 
establish a USA type democracy. Sun Yat Sen who was the forerunner in establishing the democracy 
established Kuomintang or KMT or the Nationalist Party.

 ▶ Republic China in 1911:-

 ▶ The Manchu Dynasty’s rule ended in a revolution in 1911 when most provinces declared themselves 
independent. The new government tried for democratic reforms demanded by the young intellectuals 
but the provincial armies opposed such reforms and a military coup took place in 1911.

 ▶ The New government was overthrown. China was proclaimed a Republic under a military General 
named Yuan Shih Kai as President. Further, when Yuan declared himself to be the Emperor in 1915 
against the wishes of provincial armies, he was removed from power and the Warlord era began 
(1916-28).

 ▶ Chinese communist party came to power in 1949 by defeating the Kuomintang

•	 Since 1949 Let’s take a look what china has learnt:

 ▶ Mao Zedong gave the slogan stood up.

 ▶ Under Deng Xiaoping China became rich

 ▶ Under Xi Jinping China becoming powerful.

 ▶ Chine communist party fused the people with a collective purpose  i.e. the rejuvenation of China 
and gave them a ‘national’ identity.

 ▶ According to Mao  China had “stood up” and it would never let itself be humiliated again.

 ▶ Second lesson learnt from success of the Bolshevik revolution in 1917:-

 ▶ Mao took the revolution from the cities to the countryside and imparted to the Chinese revolution 
a populist character.

•	 Tiananmen crisis:
 ▶ The simmering dissatisfaction resulting from the uneven impact of Deng’s reforms and the 

problem of corruption in the CPC since the mid 1980s burst out in massive demonstrations and 
more critically. Lesson learnt from this was China has to achieve its economic objectives but it 
“could not afford chaos 
in the country”. This 
was taken seriously 
by XI Xingping, 
XI translated into 
clamping down on 
political freedoms 
there by centralizing 
tendencies gained the 
upper hand.

 ▶ Defining structural 
transformation of the 
post  World War II n 
and the international 
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order. This was the next lesson learnt by china. China decided to go away from its ‘low profile’ in 
foreign affairs. Though he world’s response and acceptance of china, are mixed. 

•	 China’s achievement:
 ▶ China has brought nearly 800 million people out of poverty.
 ▶ An equivalent trajectory in space by china.
 ▶ Nearly top stature in world affairs.

Swarn Singh

Ration card Reform  
(Gs Paper-3, Infrastructure, Source- The Hindu)

Context:
Recently, the Apex Court directed all states and Union Territories to implement the One Nation, One Ration 
Card (ONORC) system, which will allow for inter-and intra-state portability, by the end of July

Portable Welfare:
•	 Portable welfare benefits simply mean that a citizen should be able to access and approach welfare 

benefits irrespective of where he or she is in the country. 
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•	 In the case of edible rations, the idea was first proposed by a Nandan Nilekani-led task force in 2011. 
•	 45.36 crore people or 37% of the beneficiary is that of migrant laborers.

What is the One Nation One Ration Card scheme:
•	 The scheme seeks to furnish portability of food security benefits and advantages all across the country.
•	 Families who have government food security cards can buy subsidized rates of food from any ration 

shop in the country. 
•	 For example, a migrant worker from, let say, Basti district of Uttar Pradesh will be able to access PDS 

benefits in Mumbai or Pune, where he or she may have gone in search of work or livelihood. While the 
person can purchase food grains as per his or her entitlement under the NFSA at the place where he or 
she is based, members of his or her family can still go to their ration dealer back to their home.

•	 Ration cards should be linked with Aadhar Numbers to avail of the required service. 
•	 It was initiated in mid-2019 with pilot projects in 4 states and was thought to be rolled out in the whole 

of the nation by June 2020 but got delayed due to Pandemic.

Taking States on Board:
•	 To promote and propagate this reform in the archaic Public Distribution System (PDS), the government 

of India has provided incentives to states. 
•	 The Centre had even set the implementation of ONORC as a prerequisite condition for additional 

borrowing by states during the Covid-19 pandemic last year. 
•	 At least 17 states of India, which implemented the ONORC reform and regulation, were allowed to 

borrow an additional Rs 37,600 crores in 2020-21.

How does ONORC work:
•	 ONORC is based on technology that includes details of beneficiaries’ ration cards, Aadhaar numbers, 

and electronic Points of Sale (ePoS). 
•	 The system recognizes a beneficiary through biometric authentication on ePoS devices at fair price 

shops. 
•	 The system works with the support of two portals —

 ▶ Annavitran Portal– It maintains a record of intra-state —inter-district and intra-district transactions.
 ▶ Integrated Management of Public Distribution System (IM-PDS) – records all the inter-state 

transactions.
•	 When a ration cardholder goes to a fair price shop, he or she introduces and identifies himself or herself 

through biometric authentication on ePoS, which is matched real-time with details on the Annavitaran 
portal. 

•	 Once the ration card details are verified and approved, the dealer hands out all the beneficiary’s 
entitlements. 

What factors led to the launch of ONORC:
•	 Earlier, NFSA beneficiaries were not able to access, allocate and relate their PDS benefits outside the 

jurisdiction of the specific place fair price shop to which they have been allocated. 
•	 The government visualizes the ONORC to give them access to benefits from any fair price shop. 
•	 Full coverage will be applicable after 100% Aadhaar seeding of ration cards has been achieved, and all 
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fair price shops are encompassed by ePoS devices (there are currently 4.74 lakh devices installed and 
accessed across the country).

•	 ONORC was instigated in August 2019. Work on ration card portability, however, had begun in April 
2018 itself, with the launch of the IM-PDS.

•	 The design was to reform and regulate the PDS, which has been historically marred by inefficiency and 
leakages.

•	 ONORC was initially launched as an inter-state pilot.
•	 However, when the Covid-19 pandemic forced thousands of migrant workers to return to their villages 

last year, a need has arisen to expedite the rollout.
•	 As part of its Covid economic relief package, the government announced the national rollout of ONORC 

in all states and Union Territories of the nation by March 2021.

What has been the coverage so far-
•	 To date, 32 states and Union Territories have collaborated with the ONORC, covering about 69 crore 

NFSA beneficiaries. Four states are yet to join this scheme — Assam, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, and West 
Bengal.

•	 According to the Union Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food, and Public Distribution, about 1.35 crore 
transferable transactions every month are being recorded under ONORC on an average.

•	 Almost 19.8 Crore portability transactions have been recorded during the COVID-19 period of April 
2020 to May 2021 itself

•	 While inter-state ration card portability is available in 32 states, the number of such transactions is 
comparatively lower than that of intra-district and inter-district transactions

Why have these four states not Implemented the scheme-
There are various reasons that can be understood by examples-.
•	 For example, Delhi is yet to begin the use of ePoS in fair price shops, which is a prerequisite and 

important for the implementation of ONORC. 
•	 In the case of West Bengal, the state government has demanded with the union that the non-NFSA 

ration cardholders — ration cards are issued by the state government — should also be covered under 
the ONORC

-Khyati Khare
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A ‘Reform Wave’ Lakshadweep Could do without 
(The Hindu, Polity, GS-2)

Context:
Recent reforms by the current administrator prafull patel in lakshadweep administration leads to widespread 
criticism. The pretext of these reforms is to transform Lakshadweep into a Maldivessma  type economy.

What are those reforms:
•	 the Lakshadweep Animal Preservation Regulation, 2021
•	 the Prevention of AntiSocial Activities Regulation (PASA)
•	 the Lakshadweep Panchayat Regulation, 2021 
•	 Lakshadweep Development Authority Regulation 2021

A tumultuous journey of Island:
•	 Island development agency under Home ministry to take development and security to the new level
•	 There are three distinct ecosystems: 

 ▶ Land
 ▶ Lagoon
 ▶ ocean. 

•	 Fishery is a primary occupation here. 
•	 Vatteluttu was the earliest script used with its heavy Sanskrit component.
•	 Administration was digitised back then in 1990, its PRI system was working even before 1993.

What has done:
•	 Lakshadweep required the industry to be people-centric and enrich the fragile coral ecology. 
•	 Rainwater harvesting facilities,
•	 Solar power covers 10% of lighting
•	 All islands have been connected by helicopter service since 1986
•	 High speed passenger boats were purchased in the 1990s by an international tender
•	 redesign of the tripods reinforcing the beaches against sea erosion, and ensuring piped water supply 

CURRENT AFFAIRSCURRENT AFFAIRS
JUNE 2021JUNE 2021
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especially designed to draw from the fresh water lens
•	 Vernacular building traditions are the theme of all government housing projects undertaken in the 

islands in the 1980s
•	 Kavaratti has a desalination wind powered plant gifted by the Danish government.
•	 poverty line in terms of GDP is only slightly higher than the World Bank’s poverty threshold, 

Lakshadweep today has no poor people;
•	 Long lines and refrigeration have aided the expansion of the fishing sector
•	 Indiscriminate trawling endangers the coral

Way forward:
•	 need to develop policies for

 ▶ enhancing employment opportunities, 
 ▶ Environmentfriendly
 ▶ management of fisheries, 
 ▶ sanitation, 
 ▶ waste disposal and widening
 ▶ access to drinking water
 ▶ Youth having acquired a modern education, 

 Ȗ preferring salaried jobs
 ▶ over pursuing traditional occupations

•	 conservation and natural resource management arrived at after wide consultation.
•	 Why Laksweep can’t be converted in to maldive type model:
•	 Water bungalows — an expensive concept (Taken from maldive) 

 ▶ Is also hazardous to the coral
 ▶ Can become the issue in the  monsoon region

•	 We must note that:A wooden jetty installed at the diving school in Kadmat needs to be dismantled 
every monsoon

•	 Allow the mining and exploitation of mineral resource will be a disaster to the coral ecosystem.
Swarn Singh
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Only a Global Effort Can Tame COVID19 
(The Hindu, GS-2, Polity)

Context:
Fighting from the COVID-19 can’t take place unless there is a total fight. All the countries have to come 
together to fight from this obscure monster.The World Health Organization (WHO) recently declared the 
variant first found in India (B.1.617) as a variant of global concern as it has already spread to more than 40 
countries. This underscores the fact that no one is safe until everyone is safe.

What are the constraints in Vaccine production:
•	 Intellectual property rights.
•	 Limited production capacity of Bharat biotech and serum institute.
•	 Limited international cooperation.
•	 Ban on the plastic which some way or the other will hamper.
•	 Vaccine nationalism

What is the way forward:
•	 International cooperation.
•	 Increasing the production capacity
•	 Increasing the herd immunity

Swarn Singh

India Must Not Miss the Cryptocurrency Bus 
(Indian Express, GS-2,Governance)

Context:
Cryptocurrency is gaining new currency in the economy. India has banned crypto because it has been 
misused by miscreants such as Terrorist etc.
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Current time line:
•	 Satoshi nakomoto invented bitcoin
•	 Since 2008 its price is increasing
•	 Recently china had cracked down this currency
•	 Recent upsurge in the prices of bitcoin make them more attractive

Cons of bitcoin:
•	 Anonymity
•	 Fragility
•	 extreme volatility
•	 Can be used in illicit activities

What is way forward:
•	 Regulation rather than ban is way forward
•	 Anonymity can be exploited.
•	 To protect unsuspecting investors from excessive market volatility an

Swarn Singh

Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme

Context:
Government has increased the scope of Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) for three more 
months overviewing the disruptions caused by second wave of COVID 19 pandemic. Extension will help 
businesses across several sectors of economy.



6
www.plutusias.com

Key points of ECLGS 4.0:
•	 100% guarantee cover to be provided on loans, in hospitals/nursing clinics/medical colleges/homes, up 

to Rs.2 crore. Loan can be utilized up to set up on-site oxygen generation plants. Interest rate on load 
was capped at 7.5%.

•	 Additional ECLGS assistance of up to 10% of outstanding by February 2020 to borrowers who are 
covered under ECLGS 1.0. Ceiling of Rs. 500 Cr. of loan outstanding for eligibility under ECLGS 3.0 
will be removed.

•	 It is subject to maximum additional ECLGS assistance provided to each borrower which is limited to 
40% or Rs.200 crore, whichever is lower.

•	 Civil Aviation sector will be eligible under ECLGS 3.0

Significance
•	 Modifications in ECLGS will enhance utility and impact of ECLGS by providing additional support to 

MSMEs. It will safeguard livelihoods and help in resumption of business activity. It will facilitate flow of 
institutional credit at reasonable terms.

Khyati Khare

Sajag

Context:
National Security Advisor (NSA), Ajit Doval, has commissioned Indian Coast Guard Offshore Patrol Vessel 
Sajag. It was dedicated nation to safeguard maritime interests.

Highlights:
Offshore Patrol Vessel, Sajag has been constructed by Goa Shipyard Limited, which was commended by 
NSA for indigenously developing ships for Maritime Armed forces with state-of-the-art machinery, latest 
technology sensors and equipment.

Patrol boat:
It is a small naval vessel designed for coastal defence, immigration law-enforcement, border protection, 
search and rescue duties. They can be operated by navy, coast guard, police force or customs and can be 
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commissioned for marine or estuarine or river environments. They are commonly used in border protection 
roles such as ant-piracy, anti-smuggling, fisheries patrols, and immigration law enforcement.

Classification of Patrol Boat:
Patrol Boat are classified as inshore patrol vessels (IPVs) and offshore patrol vessels (OPVs). They are 
warships of smaller size and include fast attack craft, missile boats and torpedo boats. Offshore patrol vessels 
are smallest ship in Navy. However, they are large and seaworthy enough to patrol off-shore.

Khyati Khare

Kaleidoscope Effect

Context:
Recently, people of Bangalore observed a bright rainbow ring around sun for a few seconds. This is a rare 
optical and atmospheric phenomenon known as Kaleidoscopic Effect which is also known as “22-degree 
circular halo”.

What is 22-degree circular Halo?
22-degree circular halo is observed around sun and occasionally around Moon. So, it is also called a moon 
ring or winter halo. This phenomenon occurs when rays from sun or moon get refracted through hexagonal 
ice crystals present in cirrus clouds.

Why is it called 22-degree circular halo?
Because, halo or ring forming around sun or moon has an apparent radius of 22 degrees.
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Which cloud produce Circular Halos?
Circular halos are produced by cirrus clouds.

Cirrus Clouds
These clouds are thin, detached, hair-like clouds formed in atmosphere, at a height of 20,000 feet.

What is halo?
It is the brightest part, present at inner edge of circular disk, where there is no light inside the disk because, 
no light is refracted through smaller angles.

Khyati Khare

Elected Autocrats, their Pandemic Responses 
(The Hindu, GS-2, Governance, International Relation)

Context:
Response of India, USA and Brazil to the pandemic shows the elected representatives’ autocracy. There is a 
similarity in the representatives of three countries. Author tries to show these similarities.

Similarities:
•	 The U.S. which has one of the highest per capita death in pandemic in the world.
•	 Donald Trump took the pandemic as a personal affront and didn’t even give heed to scientific community
•	 Brazil has taken denialism to new levels when her president said it is just an influenza, nothing else.
•	 Bolsanaro who became famous as tropical trump due to his ego maniac policies
•	 In india 1st wave was somehow bear by indians but the mismanagement of 2nd wave on the pretext of 

election and religious gathering led to outburst of pandemic by mutation.
•	 they came to power as classic rightwing populists who branded themselves as incarnations of the people
•	 All three have surrounded themselves with yes men and ruled from the gut, peddling triumphalism
•	 autocrats feed on polarisation and hyper nationalism. All three have championed a virtuous nationalism
•	 once in power, the autocrats quickly personalised, centralised and insulated their power
•	 overridden
•	 the authority of expert institutions, tampered with data, assaulted the independence of the me
•	 elevated loyalty to the leader as the highest principle of service.

Conclusion:
Democracies are not just about their leaders. Throughout the crisis, healthcare workers and civil society 
organisations have stepped up where their leaders have failed, and democratic institutions have pushed back.

Swarn Singh
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World’s First Nano Urea Liquid

Context:
The world’s first Nano Urea Liquid for farmers across the world was introduced by the Indian Farmers 
Fertilizer Cooperative Limited (IFFCO). IFFCO made the big reveal during its 50th annual general body 
meeting held in the online-offline mode. According to IFFCO, the Nano Urea Liquid has been indigenously 
developed after several years of research by its scientists and engineers through a proprietary technology 
that was developed at Nano Biotechnology Research Centre, Kalol in line with ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ and 
‘Atmanirbhar Krishi.

About Nano urea:
•	 Urea that is produced from nano-technology to improve the efficiency of the nutrients of the crops is 

called as nano urea.
•	 The nano urea liquid will replace conventional Urea and it can curtail its requirement by at least 50 

percent.

Benefit of Nano urea liquid:
•	 The Nano Urea Liquid has been found to be effective and efficient for plant nutrition, which increases 

production with improved nutritional quality.
•	 According to IFFCO, the nano urea liquid will also have a positive impact on the quality of underground 

water, very significant in reduction in global warming with an impact on climate change and sustainable 
development.

Significance:
•	 The introduction of nano urea liquid is significant as its use by farmers will boost balanced nutrition 

program by reducing the excess use of Urea application in the soil.
•	 It will help make the crops stronger, healthier and protect them from the lodging effect.
•	 Excess urea not only causes environmental pollution but also harms soil health and makes plants 

more susceptible to disease and insect infestation, delaying the maturity of the crop and resulting in 
production loss.

Khyati Khare
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Recognising Caste-based Violence Against Women 
(The Hindu, GS-1, Society, GS- Social Justice)

Swarn Singh

Context:
•	 In indian constitution, under article 17 which talks about removal of untouchability and under this 

obligation, state has enacted prevention of atrocities act which specifically provides safeguards to the 
SC/ST communities.

•	 Recent judgement in Patan Jamal Vali case where Supreme court retained the life sentenece which was 
given by the lower court and high court under the accusation of rape of a minor girl whic belonged to 
SC/ST community under the IPC sections 376 and but didn’t entertained the case under Prevenetion 
of atrocities act.

Past incidences where S.C refused to take cases under SC/ST act:
•	 Ramdas and Others v. State of Maharashtra,

 ▶ Where a Dalit minor girl was raped, the Supreme Court set aside the conviction under the PoA Act
•	 Dinesh Alias Buddha v. State of Rajasthan (2006), 

 ▶ The Supreme Court held: “It is not case of the prosecution that the rape was committed on the 
victim since she was a member of Scheduled Caste.

•	 In Asharfi v. State of Uttar Pradesh (2017),
 ▶ The court held that the evidence and materials on record did not show that the appellant had 

committed rape on the ground of SC/ST
•	 Khuman Singh v. State of Madhya Pradesh,

 ▶ A case of murder, again the court held that the fact that the deceased was a member of an SC 
community was not disputed
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The thing which is common in all the cases is burdon of Proof:
How can SC/ST community person, wil show that crime was perperted because one belongs to SC/ST rather 
if a person knows that one belongs to SC/ST

Consequences of such judgements:
•	 The repeated setting aside of convictions under the Prevention of attrocities Act bolsters the allegations

 ▶ That the law is misused and amounts to the erasure of caste based violence faced by women. 
 ▶ It provide more confidence to the upper class in the violence against SC/ST

Positives of Patan Jamal Vali case
•	 Recognition of intersectional difference based on sex, caste, disablities etc.
•	 It means now people can be tried on the basis of intersectional differences.

‘Kappa’ and ‘Delta’

Context:
The B.1.617.1 and B.1.617.2 COVID-19 variants that were first identified in India, have been named as 
‘Kappa’ and ‘Delta’ respectively by the World Health Organisation. The global health agency has named 
various variants of COVID-19 using Greek alphabets to simplify the public discussion as well as to help in 
removing the stigma from the names. The announcement by the WHO came on May 31, 2021, nearly three 
weeks after India objected to B.1.617 mutant of the Coronavirus being termed as an ‘Indian variant’ in media 
reports. The Union Health Ministry of India pointed that the UN’s top health body has not used the word 
‘Indian’ for this strain in its document.

Background:
•	 On May 12, 2021, the Union Health Ministry of India had dismissed the media reports that used the 

term Indian Variant for the B.1.617 mutant strain of COVID-19, which the WHO had recently said was 
a ‘variant of global concern’.

•	 The Ministry in an official statement had said that several media reports have covered the news of WHO 
classifying the B.1.617 as a variant of global concern. Some of the reports have termed the B.1.617 
variant of COVID-19 as an Indian variant, these reports are without any basis and are unfounded.

Reasons , WHO has decided to name COVID-19 variants:
•	 The World Health Organisation, while announcing the new naming system ‘making them simple, easy 

to say and remember’, stated that it is ‘stigmatizing and discriminatory’ to call the COVID-19 variants 
by names of the nations they were first detected in.

•	 The new labels will not replace the existing scientific names, which convey significant scientific 
information and will continue to be used in research.

•	 The naming system aims to prevent calling the variants by the places where they are detected.
•	 The new labels will also help with the public discussion about VOC/VOI as the numbering system can 

be difficult to follow.
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•	 WHO pointed that no country must be stigmatized for detecting and reporting the COVID-19 variants.
•	 There is a need for robust surveillance for the variants,  molecular, and sequencing to be carried out and 

shared.
•	 The global health agency also encouraged nations and others to adopt these names as they will ease the 

public discussion about the global COVID-19 Variants of Concern and Interest.

Khyati Khare

Jobless Growth

Context:
•	 A jobless growth is an economic phenomenon in which a macro economy experiences growth while 

maintaining or decreasing its level of employment. The Indian growth experience of the last decade can 
be called the jobless growth as the rate of employment growth is less than population growth. 

The following aspects can be highlighted regarding this:
•	 While the share of employment has largely declined in the Agriculture sector, Service and Manufacturing 

sector have failed to absorb all the people shifting from the agriculture sector.
•	 Rapid rise of employment opportunities in the informal or unorganized sector in recent years is another 

aspect of employment generation in India, which further marginalizes labour.
•	 While the IT or Service Sector has been the spearhead of economic growth in India after the advent of 

globalization, they can’t absorb any significant labour. Because the sector requires highly skilled people 
only.

•	 During 2005-10, only 1 million net jobs per annum were generated in the organized sector, whereas 60 
million people entered into the labour market of India.

•	 Large scale unemployment among engineering graduates, post graduates like MBA and doctorates are 
other examples of jobless growth. This is the reason why lakhs of students including engineers, MBA or 
Phd students applied for only 300 posts of peon in Uttar Pradesh.
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Khyati Khare

BRICS Foreign Ministers Meeting

Context:
BRICS foreign ministers meeting was held virtually

Agenda of the meeting:
During the minister’s meet, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar highlighted significant principles which 
were guiding BRICS. He also referred to international law and UN Charter which recognises sovereign 
equality of all states and respects territorial integrity. According to him, desired change can be achieved only 
by conducting policies in line with these principles.

Who hosted the meeting:
BRICS meeting was hosted by India in its capacity as chair of BRICS. It was attended by Foreign Minister 
of Russia, Sergey Lavrov; Foreign Minister of China, Wang Yi; Minister of International Relations of South 
Africa, Grace Naledi Mandisa Pandor; and Foreign Minister of Brazil, Carlos Alberto Franco.

Significance of meeting:
BRICS foreign ministers, for the first time, have agreed on common goal of “reforming the multilateral 
system”. They also agreed, such reform should cover all key multilateral institutions, including-
•	 UN and its principal organs such as UN general assembly, UN Security Council etc.
•	 International financial architecture such as IMF & World Bank
•	 Multilateral trading system such as WTO & UNCTAD and
•	 Global health governance system along with WHO.
•	 BRICS ministers agreed to bring in new life on discussions regarding reform of UN Security Council.

Khyati Khare
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WHO Clears Chinese Vaccine Sinovac

Context:
•	 World Health Organisation (WHO) has given approval for global use of covid-19 Vaccine by Sinovac 

Biotech Ltd. Of China. Highlights:WHO recommended its use for people above 18 years.
•	 Two-dose will be scheduled for it, with a gap of two to four weeks between shots.
•	 Sinopharm Group Co. had secured WHO’s approval for emergency use in May 2021.
•	 Additional inoculation options will be given for Covax programme led by WHO to ensure every country 

has access to vaccines.
•	 Other vaccines cleared for emergency use by WHO are vaccines from Pfizer Inc. & BioNTech SE, 

Johnson & Johnson, AstraZeneca Plc, and Moderna Inc.

What were the concerns
Chinese shot was battling concerns about its efficacy because of divergent data. Chinese Shot, called as 
CoronaVac, has lowest efficacy rate as per the clinical trial report. It showed an efficacy rate of 50.7% in 
preventing symptomatic covid cases in Brazil. Effectiveness of CoronaVac Real world data shows that, it is 
94% effective against symptomatic infection, 96% against hospitalization while 98% effective against death. 
Data also highlights, Infection rate is decreasing in some countries that rolled out Sinovac locally such as in 
Chile.

CoronaVac
CoronaVac or Sinovac COVID-19 vaccine is an inactivated virus COVID-19 vaccine. It was developed 
by Chinese company Sinovac Biotech. Phase III clinical trial for this vaccine was carried in Chile, Brazil, 
Indonesia, Philippines, and Turkey. It does not need to be frozen.

Khyati Khare
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Gender Disparity in Vaccination

Context:
India’s Covid-19 vaccination drive was started in January 2021 and is gaining momentum. About 21 crores 
doses have been administered till date including first and second doses; in which Gender gap is prevalent. 
As of May end, 871 women had been vaccinated for every 1000 men. Gender Gap in India Sex ratio in India 
is already skewed. There are 108.18 males per 100 females. Female population accounts for 48.04 percent of 
total population while male population accounts for 51.96 percent. This gender gap reflects at all levels in 
India, including in largest vaccination drive.

Gender-related Development Index (GDI):
GDI measures life expectancy, educational attainment and income. According to it, closer the ratio to 1, 
smaller is gap between men and women. Human Development Report of 2019 reflects India’s GDI value as 
0.892. It ranked India at 129th position out of 189 countries.

Gender Inequality Index (GII):
GII reflects gender-based disadvantage across three dimensions of reproductive health, labor market and 
empowerment. Countries having unequal distribution of human development experiences high inequality. 
As per UNDP report 2019, India’s GII is 0.0501 and was ranked at 122. HDI for females in India is 0.549 
while for male is 0.671 which clearly reflects disparity.

Khyati Khare

COVID Diplomacy 2.0, a Special Order of Tasks 
(The Hindu,GS-2,Governance)

Context:
COVID-19 which usher as a disaster during this world. Vaccines which were made by companies were 
exported to other countries without indian population being vaccinated.
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Why shortage if vaccine at 1st place:
•	 The shortage of vaccines within the country has arisen from three factors:
•	 The failure of the govt to plan and place procurement orders in time
•	 The failure of the 2 Indian companies to supply vaccine doses that they had committed to,
•	 Focus on exporting, not importing, vaccines between January and April

How diplomacy is going:
•	 These include requesting the U.S. to share a considerable portion of its stockpile of AstraZeneca doses 

and to release more vaccine ingredients which are restricted for exports.
•	 To buy more stock outright from the three U.S. manufacturers, Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson.

Issue of patent and issue of diplomacy:
•	 Africa also as global agencies counting on India for vaccines are left within the lurch by the Government’s 

failure to balance its vaccine budget.
•	 Bhutan is fully hooked in to india. A full blanket ban on the export of vaccine somewhere will erode the 

trust between bhutan and india.
•	 Making amends and regaining trust for India’s vaccine and pharmacy exports within the future goes to 

be a challenge.
•	 India must be at the forefront of demanding accountability.

Way forward:
Raise its voice for a stronger convention to manage any research that would lead. it is necessary to revamp 
the 1972 Biological Weapons Convention (formally referred to as The Convention on the Prohibition of the 
event, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological).

Swarn Singh

Breaking the Cycle of Child Labour is in India’s Hands 
(The Hindu, GS-2, Social Justice)

Context:
Lockdown completely or partially rendered parents jobless, people hopeless and children scholless. This 
further exacerbated the inequalities and child labor.

Facts:
•	 World enters the third decade of the 21st century, 152 million children around the world are still in 

child labour
•	 95% of the children in the age group of 613 years are attending educational institutions (formal and 

informal).
•	 UNESCO estimates based on the 2011 Census record 38.1 million children as “out of school”
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Consequences:
•	 Longterm and devastating consequences for their education, their skills acquisition.
•	 Longterm and devastating consequences for their education, their skills acquisition.
•	 Less than half of children in the age group of 10-14 years have completed primary education. 
•	 Child labour in India decreased in the decade 2001 to 2011.

Reasons:
•	 (MGNREGA) 2005, 
•	 The Right to Education Act 2009 and 
•	 The Mid Day Meal Scheme
•	 Guaranteed wage employment (unskilled) are some of government interventions
•	 Ratifying International Labour Organization Conventions Nos. 138 and 182 in 2017.
•	 Share information and coordinate on child labour cases 
•	 Pencil portal

Challenges in education
•	 Digital divide
•	 Lack of digital infra
•	 Children drop out

Solution
•	 Community driven advances
•	 All stake holder approach
•	 Comprehensive and strategic partnership

Swarn Singh
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Tenuous Revival (GS-3, Economy, the Hindu)

Context:
Indian economy is going in a downward turn due to lockdown and other bottlenecks. now can be revived in 
the upcoming quarters. Mining and quarrying and the worsthit contactintensive omnibus services category 
of trade, hotels, transport, communications and broadcasting contracted 5.7% and 2.3%.

Why downward trajectory
•	 Lockdown led to a loss of jobs
•	 Decrease in production
•	 Lack of jobs in the economy
•	 Significant decrease in the economy
•	 Lack of comprehensive measures at the governance level.

What could be the possible way out
•	 Reviving consumption should be the priority
•	 For this, we need a comprehensive vaccination program
•	 Creation of new jobs in the economy.
•	 All india cocid-19 policy.

Swarn Singh

NGT Orders U.P. Govt. to Take Action on Illegal Sand Mining 
(GS-2, Polity, The Hindu)

Context:
Illegal mining in Uttar Pradesh is leading to the issue for the flora and fauna thereby threatening the ecosystem. 
on the pretext, NGT ordered the government to take action against illegal mining.
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What in NGT:
•	 Statutory body made by NGT act 2010
•	 This body is a tribunal or a quasi-judicial body which will consist of minimum 10 and maximum 20 

members from the judiciary and technical team
•	 This tribunal has the power of the civil court and follows the natural justice
•	 Has power to enquire and summon
•	 Works under 7 acts

 ▶ Water act
 ▶ waster cess act
 ▶ Environment protection act
 ▶ forest act
 ▶ air pollution act
 ▶ biodiversity act
 ▶ The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 and

•	 It doesnt include wildlife protection act

Swarn Singh

Corona-Free Village Competitions

Context:
First Human case of H10N3 bird flu was reported in eastern province of Jiangsu in China.

Highlights
A 41-year-old man has become first human case of infection with H10N3 strain of bird flu. He was diagnosed 
of H10N3 avian influenza virus on May 28. It is still not confirmed how he was infected with virus.
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H10N3 bird flu
H10N3 is a low pathogenic or less severe strain of virus in poultry. The risk of it transmitting on a large scale 
is also very low. In about 40 years, only 160 isolates of this virus were reported, in wild birds or waterfowl 
across Asia and North America. It has not been detected in chickens.

About Influenza:
It is commonly called as “the flu”. This infectious disease is caused by influenza viruses. Its symptoms include 
mild to severe fever, runny nose, sore throat, headache, coughing, muscle pain and fatigue. Symptoms usually 
starts 1–4 days after exposure to virus and lasts for 2–8 days. It may also cause pneumonia, acute respiratory 
distress syndrome, encephalitis, meningitis, and worsening of pre-existing health problems like asthma.

Avian influenza or Avian flu or Bird flu
It caused by viruses adapted to birds.  It is similar to swine flu, horse flu, dog flu and human flu. Among three 
types of influenza viruses namely, A, B, and C; influenza A virus is zoonotic infection which entirely affects 
birds.

Khyati Khare

Adverse Changes, Federalism Imperilled 
(The Hindu, Polity, GS-2)

Context:
Recent remarks of NITI ayog member vinod paul, “ Vaccination issues in india emerged because of lack 
of centralising power”, is a naive one. We have to examine thoroughly these remarks and the current 
government’s stand on this front.
State government and central government have their own sphere to work on. The Constitution provides a 7th 
schedule which trifurcates these subjects and provides autonomy to states in these areas.
•	 State governments have a primary responsibility to govern such as health, education and agriculture
•	 ‘One nation one e tax, one market and one ration’ are sign of strong nation state 



21
www.plutusias.com

Center’s encroachment:
•	 Centre used its powers to dismiss or use the Governor to intimidate democratically elected governments. 
•	 During the Emergency, education was moved to the Concurrent list which was earlier a State subject
•	 increasing centralisation in resource allocations and welfare interventions
•	 The shortfall of GST and response of Centre which shows lackadaisical approach for compensation by 

State governments.
•	 Control through centrally sponsored scheme

Institutional transgression:
•	 Central institutions are increasingly weakening the polic levers of State institutions.
•	 Institutions such as the Income Tax Department, the Enforcement Directorate and the National 

Investigation Agency are being used to intimidate political rivals.
•	 Centre creating a disadvantage for  State governments at a in vaccine usage
•	 The Centre has been meddling with the appointments of vice chancellors in universities funded by the 

state

Socio-cultural foundation
•	 Beside the legalc onstitutional aspects of federalism, it is diversity in cultural foundation of regions that 

sustains Indian federalism. 
•	 One ness among difference

Conclusion:
There is needed of federal coalition which can look beyond the legal constitutional aspects of federalism to 
preserve the idea of a plural India in terms of both culture and politics. This idea will sustain the true federal 
meaning of India.

Swarn Singh

Close the Vaccination Gap, in Global Lockstep 
(The Hindu, GS-2, Governance, Health)

Context:
European union which is on the COVAX alliance with india and other countries, don’t seem to be revoking 
the IPR on the covid-19 vaccine and technology. This article especially talks about the EU efforts in the 
vaccine efforts.

•	 Currently 2.1% of african population is vaccinated.

•	 At this speed it will take 2023 to get the whole world population vaccinated.

•	 Till than new variant of the virus will come and it will render vaccine ineffective

•	 These restrictions penalise the whole world, but they weigh even more heavily on developing countries.
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Effects:
•	 Reveral of

 ▶ Declining poverty
 ▶ Global inequalities.

•	 Such a negative dynamic would hold back economic activity and increase geopolitical tensions
•	 India’s “Vaccine Maitri” is another example of global solidarity.

Efforts of EU:
•	 A large scale and contributed significantly to the new generation of mRNA vaccines.
•	 “Team Europe” (EU states + Financial institution) — is also donating vaccines to neighbours in need.
•	 Team Europe has also been the main contributor to the COVAX facility
•	 In cooperation with vaccine manufacturers, we are working to increase the EU vaccine production 

capacities

How to support Africa:
•	 All countries must avoid restrictive measures that affect vaccine supply chains. 
•	 Facilitate the transfer of knowledge and technology
•	 Encouraging European producers to  produce especially in Africa.
•	 Existing Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)
•	 Agreement and the 2001 Doha Declaration

 ▶ We can explore possibility of compulsory licensing

Conclusion:
EU will come forward with a new proposal in the World Trade Organization framework by early June.

Swarn Singh
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Embracing Children (The Hindu, Social Justice, GS-2)

Context:
Recently national protection of child right commission said there are 10000 chidrent in the country who 
became orpha due to the covid-19. These children are prone to flesh trade, child trafficking and also the child 
laboor.
•	 Central government has announced the measure it will take but the issue remains

 ▶ The Centre did not lay down procedural formalities for implementation.
•	 These children run a high risk of being pushed into trafficking and the flesh trade
•	 The Government cannot dawdle over figuring out implementation strategies.

Why measures are needed:
•	 They are the most vulnerable section of society
•	 This is their right e.g. right to life
•	 Duty of the state to provide security to each and every person

Way forward
•	 Mechanisms to kick start rescue and relief, besides undertaking the continuing process of estimating 

beneficiaries is needed.
•	 A separate funding can be the way out
•	 Robust center state relation
•	 All stakeholder workout
•	 NGO can be wrapped in the program.

Swarn Singh

GIFT

Context:
Goa government established “Goa Institution for Future Transformation (GIFT)” on the line of NITI Ayog.

About GIFT:
•	 GIFT will function on the lines of NITI Aayog. It will assist, advise and guide government on policy 

making, its formulation and implementation.
•	 It will also help in monitoring sustainable development goals and evaluation of several development 

plans, programmes and schemes.
•	 Directorate of Planning, Statistics and Evaluation issued the notification.
•	 It will be backed up under Article 309 of Constitution of India to attain autonomy.
•	 GIFT will also serve as knowledge hub Goa, showcasing best practices suited for sustainable development 

of the State.
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Background:
Union Cabinet had approved proposal of setting up GIFT. Later, Chief Minister of Goa late Manohar Parrikar 
had discontinued State Planning Board from April 1, 2017 after union government discontinued Planning 
Commission at national level. Announcement to constitute GIFT was made by Sawant in his budget speech. 
GIFT was earlier named as “State Institution for Transforming Goa (SIT-Goa)”.

Planning Commission:
It is institution of Government of India, best known for formulation of India’s Five-Year Plans. It was dissolved 
in 2017 after Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced to dissolve the commission in his first Independence 
Day speech in 2014. Ex officio members of the Commission were Finance Minister, Agriculture Minister, 
Health Minister, Home Minister, Chemicals and Fertilisers Minister, Law Minister, Information Technology 
Minister, Minister of state for Planning and Human Resource Development Minister.

Khyati Khare

AmbiTAG

Context:
IIT Ropar has developed “AmbiTAG” which is India’s first indigenous temperature data logger developed for 
cold chain management.
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About AmbiTAG:
AmbiTAG is shaped as USB device. It continuously records temperature of its immediate surroundings. It 
can detect temperatures “from -40 to +80 degrees” in any time zone for 90 days on a single charge unlike 
other devices available in market that record data only for duration of 30- 60 days. Recorded data can be 
retrieved by connecting USB with any computer.

Significance of Logger
•	 Logger recorded temperature that will further help to know whether particular item transported from 

anywhere in world is still usable or perished because of temperature variation.
•	 This information is significant for transportation of vaccines including Covid-19 vaccine, organs and 

blood transportation.
•	 Apart from perishable items like vegetables, meat and dairy products it can monitor temperature of 

animal semen during transit.

Who developed the device?
Ambitag was developed under Technology Innovation Hub – AWaDH which stands for “Agriculture and 
Water Technology Development Hub” and its Startup ScratchNest.

About AWaDH
AWaDH is a research center at IIT Ropar. It was established with support of Department of Science & 
Technology (DST) and Science & Engineering Research Board (SERB). It carries out extensive research in 
agriculture and water.

Khyati Khare
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Significant Progress in SDGs on Clean Energy, Health: 
NITI index (The Hindu, GS-2)

Context:
Sustainable development goals which are the milestones to be achieved by 2030 as according to the United 
nation. On this front india’s achievement in SDG is measured by the NITI ayog on the pretext of index which 
will account for all the states.

Major findings:
•	 Major decline in the areas of industry, innovation and infrastructure 
•	 Kerala retained its position at the top of the ran
•	 The NITI Aayog launched this index in 2018
•	 Followed by Tamil Nadu and Himachal Pradesh
•	 Bihar, Jharkhand and Assam were the worst performing States
•	 All the States showed some improvement from last year’s scores
•	 The NITI Aayog Index shows some improvement in the SDG on inequality.
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•	 The 2018 indicators included the Palma ratio but it was not included in 2020 rather different social 
parameters were included

 ▶ Social equality indicators
 ▶ The percentage of women and Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe representatives in State Legislatures 

and the panchayati raj institutions 
 ▶ The levels of crime against the SC/ST communities. 

•	 The SDGs on eradication of poverty and hunger both saw significant  Improvement.

Swarn Singh

Rural Health Care Needs Fixing, and Now 
(The Hindu, GS-2, Health)

Context:
Covid-19 expose the state of rural health infrastructure by devastating the rural population, its social and 
economic infrastructure

Facts about rural health infra
•	 Rajya Sabha suggest that 29,337 primary health centres (PHCs) are required in the rural areas of the 

country
•	 One PHC for 25 villages in India
•	 5,624 community health centres (CHCs) against the requirement of 7,322
•	 A shortfall of 81.8% specialists at CHCs
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•	 India has eight hospital beds for a population of 10,000 people
•	 According to WHO 71% deaths are because of non-communicable disease.

What is the need to be done in order to save rural population:
•	 Governments  should engage with all kinds of rural community organisations such as panchayats, gram 

sabha, notified area committees, municipal bodies and nongovernmental organisation
•	 If our SHCs work effectively, there will be less pressure on PHCs. 
•	 All stakeholder approach
•	 Stakeholders to revisit and refurbish our health infrastructure in the rural areas.
•	 The chain of SHCs, PHCs and CHCs can very well take care of the multiple health needs
•	 should have the health data of people in their respective areas.

Swarn Singh

Comments to Avoid in Longstanding Ties 
(The Hindu, GS-2, International Relations)

Context:
The Chief Minister of Delhi  last month warned union government about a new strain of the novel coronavirus 
that has been observed in Singapore. This remark has created a rift between singapore and india

India and bangladesh:
•	 Leader should be more empathetic.

 ▶ Example: during bengal election home minister made some remarks over bangladesh such things 
should be avoided.
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•	 There are those in Bangladesh who believe that separation from Hindu India in 1947 was more significant 
than the break with Pakistan in 1971.

•	 quid pro quo for India’s benign attentions and support
•	 She has maintained vigilant supervision over Muslim fundamentalist terrorists as well as on Northeast 

militant movements sheltering in Bangladesh.
•	 She has permitted a considerable degree of connectivity between India and its Northeast by land, river 

and the use of Bangladeshi ports
•	 The day will come when, along with free movement of commerce and capital take place between India 

and bangladesh.

Swarn Singh

Three Caves

Context:
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has found three caves in Buddhist Caves Complex in Nasik, Maharashtra.
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Highlights:
•	 Newly discovered caves are being discovered about two centuries after the British military officer 

documented Tri-Rashmi Buddhist caves, which is also called as Pandav Leni, on a hill in Nashik.
•	 Antiquity of caves is yet to be established. They may have been dwellings of Buddhist monks
•	 Archaeologists believe, these caves could be older than Trirashmi caves.

About discovered caves
•	 These caves were discovered on opposite side of the current complex. They are about 70-80 feet above 

the existing complex and have been carved out of a steep hill. They look like monks’ dwellings and older 
than the current complex. Two of the caves have shared dwellings while third was perhaps occupied 
by one monk. All these caves comprise of verandahs and characteristic square stone platform for 
monks. They have special arrangements for monks to meditate. Caves also have images of Buddha & 
Bodhisattvas and sculptures with designs of Indo-Greek architecture.

Background
•	 The Buddhist sculptures and caves are a significant example of “Indian rock-cut architecture” which 

represent Hinayana tradition of Buddhism.

About Pandavleni caves:
•	 Pandavleni caves were earlier called as ‘Trirashmi caves’. These caves are a group of 25 caves, carved out 

of Tri-Rashmi Hill between 2nd century BC and 6th century AD. Vihara and the Chaitya are the main 
caves among 25 caves. Complex of the cave was documented in 1823 by Captain James Delamaine. It is 
an ASI protected site and a famous tourist destination.

Khyati Khare

Revamped Health Schemes

Context:
Union Health Minister, Dr. Harsh Vardhan, 
launched revamped health schemes and has 
digitized the versions of Flagship Health 
Schemes. Schemes were launched on IT 
platform of National Health Authority 
(NHA)

Key Points
Harsh Vardhan launched revamped Central 
Government Health Schemes (CGHS) 
apart from Umbrella Schemes of Rashtriya 
Arogya Nidhi (RAN) and Health Minister’s 
Discretionary Grant (HMDG). Now all the 
schemes have become paperless, cashless 
and citizen-centric.
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Why schemes were revamped?
According to the health minister, poor and needy people of country were unable to avail benefits of all 
these flagship health schemes of central scheme because of lack of timely intervention, delayed response and 
other such hurdles. Thus, schemes have been revamped and digitized which will enable smooth delivery of 
healthcare services to eligible beneficiaries under by making entire process paperless.

Central Government Health Scheme (CGHS)
CGHS is comprehensive health scheme to serve pensioners, employees, ex-MPs, Members of Parliament and 
dependent family members. Scheme has been extended across 72 cities and about 38 lakh beneficiaries are 
availing benefits under it within since last 7 years.

Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi
This scheme was launched to provide financial assistance of Rs. 15 lakh to poor patients suffering from major 
life-threatening diseases or rare diseases or cancer. The person is treated at government hospital. Beneficiaries 
are decided on the basis of BPL threshold in States and Union Territories.

Khyati Khare

K.P. Krishnan Committee

Context:
Dr. K.P. Krishnan committee on “Variable Capital Company” has submitted its report to International 
Financial Services centres Authority (IFSCA) regarding feasibility of Variable Capital Companies in 
International Financial Services Centres in India. Background IFSCA had set up K.P. Krishnan committee 
to explore potential for allowing variable capital company (VCC) as an additional option using which asset 
managers could pool investors’ funds.
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Variable Capital Company (VCC)
VCC is an alternative form of corporate vehicle which can be used for open-ended as well as closed-ended 
alternative and traditional fund strategies. It is a corporate vehicle with flexible capital because of which 
shares are created when investments are made and shares are readily redeemable by shareholders. It has been 
designed for fund management industry.

Recommendations of K.P. Krishnan Committee
VCC structure dispenses with some of key limitations of companies and LLPs. It provides for higher regulatory 
standards. Committee assessed features of VCC or its equivalent, in jurisdictions of Singapore, UK, Ireland 
and Luxembourg. It recommended to adopt a VCC-like legal structure to conduct fund management activity 
in IFSCs. It recognized that, legal framework governing entities which undertake fund management should 
provide certainty and clarity to each.

Khyati Khare

Saving Biodiversity, Securing Earth’s Future 
(GS-3, The Hindu, Environment)

Context:
5th June environment day which shows the commitment of humanity towards preservation of the 
environment. COVID-19 pandemic and increasing climate change shows the divergence of humanity from 
the environment.
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Value of forest:
•	 Estimates suggest our forests alone may yield services worth more than a trillion rupees per year.
•	 Globally, we have lost 7% intact forests since 2000
•	 Climate change and the ongoing pandemic will put additional stresses on our natural ecosystems
•	 Preserving biodiversity is directly relevant to the social, economic, and environmental wellbeing of our 

people

What india is doing:
•	 PMSTIAC in consultation with the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change and other 

Ministries approved an ambitious National Mission on Biodiversity and Human WellBeing (NMBHWB)

National Mission on Biodiversity and Human WellBeing (NMBHWB)
•	 The Mission will strengthen the science of restoring, conserving, and sustainably utilising India’s natural 

heritage
•	 Establish a citizen and policy oriented biodiversity information system
•	 Enhance capacity across all sectors for the realisation of India’s national biodiversity targets
•	 Mission will allow India (home to nearly 8% of global biodiversity on just 2.3% of global land area
•	 The pandemic has exposed the dysfunctional relationship between humanity and nature.

 ▶ The emergence of infectious diseases
 ▶ Lack of food and nutritional security
 ▶ Rural unemployment; and climate change
 ▶ with all its stresses on nature, rural landscapes

•	 The Mission offers
 ▶ A holistic framework
 ▶ Integrated approaches
 ▶ Widespread societal participation.

•	 Mission programmes will offer naturebased solutions to numerous environmental challenges, including 
degradation of rivers, forests, and soils, and ongoing threats from climate change.

•	 “One Health” programme, integrating human health with animal, plant, soil and environment.
•	 Additional programmes, directed at food and nutritional security, will in turn also influence public 

health outcomes

Way forward:
•	 We need a strong and extensive cadre of human resources.
•	 Training professionals of the highest calibre in sustainability
•	 Investment in civil society outreach.

Swarn Singh
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The Time to Limit Global Warming is Melting Away 
(The Hindu, GS-3, Environment)

Context:
5th June environment day which shows the commitment of humanity towards preservation of the 
environment. COVID-19 pandemic and increasing climate change shows the divergence of humanity from 
the environment. World Environment Day (June 5) is an important moment to take stock on climate change.

India’s response to climate crises:
•	 India has a strong record on tackling climate change.
•	 impressive domestic targets to have 450GW of renewable energy by 2030.
•	 establishing the International Solar Alliance.
•	 establishing the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).
•	 2030 UK India Roadmap to work closely together on the bestways to drive the green growth.
•	 Paris Agreement, to limit global temperature rises to well below 2°C, aiming for 1.5°C

What amount we need to cut in order for paris agreement:
•	 Tracker estimates that countries’ current emissions:

Way forward as according to the U.K.
•	 U.K. is pressing for urgent action around four key goals
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•	 keep 1.5°C within reach, globally, we need to reach net zero by the middle of this century. 
•	 2nd goal is to protect people and nature from the worst effects of climate change
•	 3rd one is for developed countries to deliver the $100 billion they promised annually to support 

developing countries. 
•	 We must work together to deliver on these goals.

Swarn Singh

Two Cheers (The Hindu, Economy, GS-3)

Context:
Recently NITI Ayog has published the report of SDG index. This index reveals how states are performing to 
achieve SDG goals according to UN. 
•	 Kerala has topped in the SDG.
•	 Clean water, sanitation and in energy every state performant better.
•	 major decline in the areas of industry, innovation and infrastructure 
•	 The SDG on inequality shows an improvement over 2019

Issue:
•	 SDGs on eradication of poverty and hunger, measures 

 ▶ Related to the availability of affordable, clean energy in particular, showed improvements across 
several States and Union Territories, but changed methodology became a issue

•	 Persisting socioeconomic and governance disparities
•	 The 202021 Index drops several economic indicators and gives greater weightage to social equality 

indicators
•	 Dropping the wellrecognised Gini coefficient measure
•	 The SDG score on inequality seems to have missed out on capturing the impact of the pandemic on 

wealth inequality
•	 Lack of adequate measurement of economic inequality seems to be a glaring miss.

Swarn Singh

Merapi Volcano Erupts

Context:
As per Geological Disaster Technology Research and Development Centre, Indonesia’s Merapi volcano 
erupted four times with lava spreading to 1,500 metres from crater.

Most Active Volcano
Merapi is considered as Indonesia’s most active volcano. It erupted four times and experienced 43 avalanche 
earthquakes. Mountain was belching thick white smokes as high as 50 meters above the mountain’s peak.
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Mount Merapi
In Indonesian and Javanese language, Merapi means fire mountain. It is an active stratovolcano located on 
border of Central Java and Yogyakarta in Indonesia. The most active volcano, has erupted regularly since 
1548. It is located near Yogyakarta city with population of 2.4 million. Several people live in villages on 
flanks of volcano as high as 1,700 metres which result into fatalities. It has been designated as one of Decade 
Volcanoes.

Central Java
This province of Indonesia is located in middle of Java Island. Its administrative capital is Semarang. It is 
surrounded by West Java, Indian Ocean, Special Region of Yogyakarta, East Java and Java Sea. It is the third-
most populous province in Java as well as in Indonesia after West Java and East Java.

Special Region of Yogyakarta
It is a provincial-level autonomous region of Indonesia in south Java. It is bordered by Indian Ocean and 
share border with Central Java. Province is ruled by Yogyakarta Sultanate. Thus, it is an officially recognized 
monarchy within government of Indonesia. It a popular tourist destination and cultural centre.

Khyati Khare
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EAGLE Act

Context:
US House of Representatives has 
reintroduced bipartisan legislation 
to eliminate per country cap on 
employment-based green card. 
This legislation is called as Eagle 
Act and was introduced to benefit 
Indian IT professionals who are 
waiting over decades for green 
card.

What is EAGLE Act, 
2021?
It is called as “Equal Access to 
Green cards for Legal Employment 
Act”. It proposes to phase out limit 
of seven per cent per-country on 
employment-based immigrant vi-
sas. It also seeks to raise seven per cent per-country limit to 15 percent on family-sponsored visas.

How will it help Indians?
Due to existing cap, a person from a large-population country like India with extraordinary qualifications, 
who could contribute to US economy & create jobs, waits behind person with lesser qualifications from small 
country. Thus, new legislation will reduce waiting time for Indian professionals.

Background:
Fairness for High Skilled Immigrants Act is predecessor of Eagle act. It was passed in House in 116th Congress 
with a resounding bipartisan vote of 365 to 65.

Indian Migrants to United States:
Immigration from India to US started in early 19th century when Indian immigrants started to settle in 
communities along the West Coast. They originally arrived in small numbers but as new opportunities 
opened up in middle of 20th century, population grew larger in following decades. As of 2019, more than 2.7 
million Indian immigrants reside in United States. Indian immigrants account for l6 percent of U.S. foreign-
born population. Thus, they are second largest immigrant group in country after Mexicans.

Khyati Khare


