
CURRENT AFFAIRS 16th February 2022
National News

1. Ravidas Jayanti being celebrated across country today; PM
Modi visits Guru Ravidas Vishram Dham Temple in Delhi

● Ravidas Jayanti, the birth anniversary of Sant Ravidas, is
being celebrated across the country today. Sant Ravidas
was a 14th century saint and founder of Bhakti movement
in North India.

● Lakhs of people converge at Shri Guru Ravidas Janam
Asthan Mandir, Seer Goverdhanpur in Varanasi to celebrate
his anniversary.

● President Ram Nath Kovind has greeted people on the
occasion of birth anniversary of Guru Ravidas. In his
message, the President said Guru Ravidas was a great
saint, poet and social reformer who tried to eradicate the
social evils and bring about harmony in the society
through his devotional songs.

● He is considered a leading poet saint of the Bhakti
Movement. Mr Kovind said Guru Ravidas tried to inculcate
the feeling of mutual love and equality among the people.
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● He added that his teachings of peace and fraternity are
even more relevant today.

● He asked people to pledge to follow the path shown by
Guru Ravidas and contribute in building a society based on
equality and harmony.

2. Commander of Oman Navy on India visit to consolidate bilateral
relations

● Commander of the Royal Navy of Oman, Rear Admiral Saif
Bin Nasser Bin Mohsin Al Rahbi is on a goodwill visit to
India.

● The visit aims to consolidate bilateral relations with Indian
Navy, as also to explore new avenues for defence
cooperation with India.

● He commenced his visit by paying homage at National War
Memorial.

● He was received by Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral R Hari
Kumar.

● Both the Naval Principals held discussions to explore
avenues to further enhance cooperation between the
Navies.
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3. Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs sanctions Rs 2.26 cr for festival
of Medaram Jathara 2022

● Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs has sanctioned 2.26 crore
rupees for various activities pertaining to the festival of
Medaram Jathara 2022.

● The Medaram Jathara is the second-largest fair of India,
after the Kumbh Mela, celebrated by the second-largest
Tribal Community of Telangana - the Koya tribe for four
days.

● This year it is being celebrated from Wednesday till 19th of
this month.

● Under the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, the Government has
announced that tribal culture and heritage will be the
cynosure of 2022.

● This Jathara is conducted in honour of the Goddesses
Sammakka and Saralamma. It is celebrated once in two
years in the month of February.
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4. India to replace diesel by renewable energy in agriculture by
2024

● Union Power Minister R K Singh has announced that India
will achieve zero-diesel use in agriculture and replace
fossil fuel with renewable energy by 2024.

● For this, states should develop action plans to achieve the
assigned targets and specific agencies dedicated to energy
efficiency and conservation.

● This initiative is a part of the government’s commitment to
increase the share of non-fossil fuels by 2030 and become
a net-zero emitter by 2070.

● Union minister chaired a virtual meeting with additional
chief secretaries and principal secretaries of power in
states for collaboration between the Central and state
governments for achieving energy transition goals.Plut
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5. Dabur becomes first Indian plastic waste neutral’ FMCG
company

● Dabur India has become the first Indian consumer goods
company to become completely plastic waste neutral.

● It has done this by collecting, processing and recycling
around 27,000 metric tonnes of post-consumer plastic
waste during FY21-22.

● Dabur has achieved the landmark of surpassing its plastic
packaging usage with recycling.

● Dabur’s Plastic Waste Management initiative was launched
in 2017-18 as part of the Plastic Waste Management (PWM)
Rule.

● Dabur has also announced the beginning of a new ‘Save
the Environment’ campaign in Himachal Pradesh to raise
community awareness about how to manage home plastic
waste.

● They have also been working with school children in towns
and villages as part of this commitment, educating them
about different forms of garbage and the benefits of sorting
them at the source.

● They have been assisting government schools by
providing waste bins, sanitary facilities, and IEC
(Information, Education, and Communication) materials.

6. Indian mining major Vedanta to manufacture semiconductors in
India
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● The Indian mining major Vedanta has tied up with
Taiwanese electronics manufacturing company, Hon Hai
Technology Group (better known as Foxconn) to form a
joint venture (JV) for manufacturing semiconductors in
India.

● Anil Agarwal, the non-executive Chairman of Vedanta, will
be the Chairman of the JV company.

● This is the first JV in the electronics manufacturing sector
after the government announced a Rs 76,000 crore
production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme for
semiconductor and display manufacturing, to create an
ecosystem of local production of semiconductors in India.

● Vedanta will be the majority shareholder in the JV while
Foxconn will hold minority share.

Obituary News
7. Veteran Singer-Composer Bappi Lahiri passes away in Mumbai
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● Legendary Bollywood Music Composer and singer Bappi
Lahiri passed away in Mumbai.

● He was 69. Doctor treating him at a private hospital in
Mumbai said the singer died last night due to multiple
health issues.

● Bappi Lahiri was instrumental in popularizing Disco music
in India and has many hit songs to his credit.

● Some of his memorable songs include ‘Chalte chalte mere
yeh geet rakhna’, ‘I am a Disco Dancer’, ‘Pag Ghunghroo
baandh Mira nachi thhi’ from ‘Sharabi’ and ‘Yaar bina Chain
kaha re’ among others.

International News
8. Bangladesh: Prime Minister Sheik Hasina inaugurates Ekushey

Book Fair 2022
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● The largest book fair of Bangladesh Amar Ekushey Boi
Mela was inaugurated by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on
Tuesday.

● The fair is being held in Dhaka at the Bangla Academy
premises and the adjoining Suhrawardy Udyan.

● The book fair is currently scheduled to continue till Feb 28
but it is likely to be extended with the easing of the corona
situation in the country and Prime Minister Hasina also
asking for its extension till March 17 to coincide with the
birth anniversary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Important Days
9. APEDA celebrates its 36th Foundation Day
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● Agricultural Products Export Development Authority
(APEDA) today celebrated its 36th Foundation Day.

● APEDA actively supported the Government in taking the
export of agricultural products to 20.67 billion dollar in
2020-21 from 0.6 billion dollar in 1986 when it was founded.

● Commerce and Industry Ministry said, it also helped to
expand the export basket to several countries.

● The target given to APEDA in the current financial year is
23.7 billion dollar, out of which more than 70 per cent has
been achieved till January this year.

● The Ministry said, keeping in mind Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s call for vocal for local and Atmanirbhar Bharat,
APEDA has been focusing on promotion of exports of
locally sourced Geographical Indications tagged as well as
indigenous, ethnic agricultural products.

By Sameer Singhal
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