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Why are FPIs dumping Indian stocks?

C

Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) have been on a selling spree in India. May  gures of about 
Rs. 44,000 crore formed the highest monthly quantum of sell-off  since March 2020 when 
India announced a nationwide lockdown. Last month was also the eighth on the trot that 
FPIs had sold net of their assets — i.e., sold more than they had purchased.

 eir selling actions have triggered a signi  cant decline in benchmark indices resulting in a 
drop in market capitalisation of companies.

W  FPI

Foreign portfolio investors are those that invest funds in markets outside of their home turf. 
 eir investments typically include equities, bonds and mutual funds exchange-traded funds. 
 ey are generally not active shareholders and do not exert any control over the companies 
whose shares they hold.  e passive nature of their investment also allows them to enter or 
exit a stock at will and with ease.

W   FPI 

Promise of attractive returns on the back of economic growth draws investors including FPIs 
into a country’s markets. For example, as per data from the National Securities Depositories 
Ltd. (NDSL), FPIs brought in about Rs. 3,682 crore in 2002.  is grew to Rs. 1.79 lakh crore 
crore in 2010.  is correlates with the concurrent expansion of economic output in that 
period, despite the 2008 global  nancial crisis.  e year 2017 saw FPI in  ows exceed Rs. 2 
lakh crore.

FPIs also show keenness to invest in bonds when there is a favorable diff erential between the 
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real interest rates on off er in the country they aim to invest in, and other markets, but more 
speci  cally, compared with the largest economy in the world, the U.S.

W  FPI   I 

Post-pandemic, recovery in the Indian economy has been uneven.  e second wave of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 2021 devastated lives and livelihoods.  e economy stuttered again 
when a third, albeit less severe, wave saw the spread of the Omicron variant early this year.

Add to this the return of pent-up demand in economies worldwide as the pandemic subsided. 
 e pace of recovery caught suppliers off  guard, contributing to supply-side shortages.

Even as industry was grappling with this challenge, Russia launched an attack on Ukraine. 
Sun  ower oil and wheat supplies, from these two nations were impacted, leading to a rise in 
global prices for these crops. As supplies in general tightened across the globe, commodity 
prices too rose and overall in  ation accelerated.

If in  ation quickens in the overseas market where the investor has placed funds, then the 
real returns are even further impacted.  ey then tend to exit assets seen as ‘risky’ such as in 
emerging markets like India, Brazil or South Africa.

With each of these factors contributing to a decline in con  dence of robust economic 
performance, foreign portfolio investors have been reducing market investments over these 
past months. FPIs sold assets worth Rs. 44,000 crore in May 2022.  is is the second highest 
sell-off  in a month since 1993, a er March 2020.

W    FPI - 

When FPIs sell their holdings and repatriate funds back to their home markets, the local 
currency takes a beating. A er all, they sell rupees in exchange for their home market 
currency. As supply of the rupee in the market rises, its value declines.

With a weaker rupee, we have to shell out more funds to import the same unit of goods.  e 
most telling impact is on the cost of our crude oil imports that contribute to 85% of our oil 
needs.

C  FPI (   I)

Earlier, FPI was divided into three categories, on the basis of their risk pro  le.

Category I or low-risk:  is kind of FPI includes government/government-related 
establishments like central banks and international agencies among others. An example could 
be a sovereign wealth fund or an SWF which is a fund owned by the state or its divisions.

Category II or moderate-risk:  is includes mutual funds, insurance  rms, banks, and 
pension funds among others.
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Category III or high-risk:  is type of foreign portfolio investment includes all other FPIs 
that don’t fall into the  rst two categories.  ey could include charitable organizations such 
as trusts or societies, endowments or trusts among others.

However, as per a new noti  cation in the second half of 2019, SEBI has sought to reclassify the 
categories and simplify norms. Accordingly, FPIs would come under two categories. All those 
entities or funds that were earlier registered as Category III are now Category II, accordingly, 
and Category I is a mix of the earlier Category I and II.

W       

Foreign portfolio investments boost demand for the stock of companies and help them when 
it comes to raising capital at low costs.

 e presence of FPI would mean a signi  cant rise in the depth of the secondary market.

From the investor’s perspective, it helps an investor add more diversity to their investments 
and bene  t from such a diversi  cation.

Investors can also gain bene  ts from exchange rate changes.

Overseas markets provide investors a chance to a bigger market that may also sometimes not 
be as competitive as their home market.  is means they bene  t from the lower competition 
in a foreign country.

A huge advantage of FPI is that it is liquid, ensuring that the investor is empowered and can 
move fast when there are good opportunities.

W        

To the country receiving FPI, i.e., the host, the host, the unpredictability of such investments 
would mean a constant shi  between markets over short periods.  is gives rise to some 
amount of volatility.

A sudden withdrawal of FPI could make an impact on the exchange rate. FPI may be risky at 
certain occasions, i.e., when there is political instability in a country.

Pradeep Kumar

THE FERTILISERS CHALLENGE

THE FERTILISERS CHALLENGE – T C A

Ahead of kharif sowing, India faces the challenge of meeting its requirement of fertilisers, 
supply of which has been disrupted in the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
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T C A

H           

  e pandemic has impacted the fertiliser production, import and transportation across 
the world.

 Major fertiliser exporters such as China have gradually reduced their exports which has 
impacted countries such as India, which sources 40-45% of its phosphatic imports from 
China.

  ere has been a surge in demand in regions like Europe, America, Brazil and Southeast 
Asia but the supply side has faced constraints.

H      I T H A

  e kharif season requires a sizable quantity of fertiliser as it accounts for almost half the 
year’s production of foodgrains, one-third of pulses and about two-thirds of oilseeds.

 Determination of fertiliser requirement- Every year, before the start of the cropping 
season, the Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare assesses the requirement of 
fertilisers.  e Hindu Analysis

 It then informs the Ministry of Chemical and Fertilisers to ensure the supply.

  e requirement varies each month according to demand, which is based on the time of 
crop sowing, which again varies from region to region.

  e government uses the two months (March and April) to ensure the supply of fertilisers 
for the kharif season.

 As per data, the opening stock of fertiliser available for the kharif season is 125.5 LMT, or 
35% of the requirement.

 Domestic production–  eoretically, the opening stock and the expected domestic 
production would be suffi  cient to meet the requirement.

 However, the war in Ukraine has disrupted the supply of raw materials that Indian 
companies import, which is expected to impact domestic production.

H        T H A

  ere has been a steady increase in prices of raw material as well as logistics and freight 
costs in recent months.

  e disruption in the logistics chain during Covid has caused the average freight rates for 
ships to jump up to four times.

  e prices of fertilizers such as DAP and urea, and raw materials such as ammonia and 
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phosphatidic acid, have risen up to 250-300%.  e Hindu Analysis

 India depends on imports for potash for manufacturing fertilizers but the sanctions on 
Belarus and Russia have raised the international prices of potash.

  e government is exploring the option of domestically mining raw materials such as rock 
phosphate.

H       T H A

Price control: In eff orts at price control, the government has increased the Nutrients Based 
Subsidy (NBS) rates for kharif 2022.

 e total fertiliser subsidy bill is expected to reach Rs 2.5 lakh crore this  nancial year, up 
from Rs 1.62 crore in the revised estimates for the previous  scal.

Ramping up the production:-India has entered into a C2C (corporation to corporation) 
supply arrangement with Russian companies for 3 years.

India has made eff orts to secure fertiliser supply from alternative sources such as Saudi Arabia 
and Iran.  e Hindu Analysis

For domestic production of urea, the government is focusing on the Matix (West Bengal), 
Ramagundam (Telangana) and Gorakhpur (UP) plants, and is reviving two other units.

India has also signed a long-term supply deal with Oman to get 10 LMT of urea per year.  e 
Hindu Analysis

Directive to states:  e Centre has asked the states to ensure micro-planning of fertiliser 
movement as per requirement.

It has asked them to promote use of alternative fertilisers such as nano urea, and to take strict 
action against diversion, hoarding and black marketing of fertilisers.

Anshum Verma

Irresponsible communal remarks by offi  cial spokesperson of 
ruling party : An analysis in context to the global outrage

I         
– T C A

Context : recently the spokesperson of the ruling party Bhartiya Janta Party remarked 
against the prophet Muhammad Sahab during live debate on a news channel . However  e 
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government of India has detached itself from such statement and declared that the statement 
of the party spokesperson does not re  ect the view of government of India 

T C A

I : 

 Recently the spirit of communalism has been continuously increasing for several months 
and this is a big threat for the unity and integrity of India . Recently , an offi  cial spokesperson 
of the BJP, a ruling political party gave a statement against the prophet Muhammad Shab. 
However , Indian Muslims showed the spirit of communal harmony but the agitation 
against this statement erupted in the Islamic countries of the world , mainly gulf countries. 
 e Hindu Analysis

 We are not isolated country . In the era of Globalization, we can not survive isolated . e 
image of India has been the image of a secular country in the world  for thousands of 
years. Various types of religions had  ourished on the land of the Indian subcontinent. 
 e spirit of secularism is the fundament of Indian culture and the Indian constitution is 
committed towards its secular nature. But these irresponsible persons of India damage the 
secular image of India in front of the world. We should opt some measures to stop such 
incidents in future 

T             
    : T H A

  e Government of India should clearly declare that the statements of any political party 
should not be understood as the view of the government . And no political party has 
right the view of the government on the media channel . Only recognized offi  cers of the 
government should allow to put the views of the government 

 Media Channels should be restricted from such type of debates based on the communal 
con  ict .   e Hindu Analysis

  e organizations of such debate to promote  of the communal con  icts must be strictly 
prohibited 

 No debate should be organized on the issue of international politics by the media 
channels. If such debate is organized ,prior declaration should be mandatory declaring 
the detachment of the government from such debate 

 All the issues related to communal violence or communal con  icts should not be spread 
on media channels only for the TRP.  e Hindu Analysis

 Every accused , whether the accused is related to ruling party or not , if fade the secular 
image of India in front of the world , must be judicially punished 
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T C A

C 

As per the above discussion it can be concluded that we had to face the situation of humiliation 
in front of the world because of one party’s spokesperson. However the spokesperson does 
not re  ect the views of the Country . India is a secular country and secularism is not achieved 
in one or two decades . Secularism has been the fundamental characteristic of Indian culture 
for a long time and we have been maintaining friendly relations with the other countries of 
the world for thousands of years . Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam is the spirit of India . We believed 
in the welfare of human beings irrespective of the country, religion and race . We always 
respected the diversi  ed religion belief system also. Hundreds of the belief system and the 
ideologies have  ourished on the land of India and if because of the some people of India, 
some political parties of India and some media channels of India , the name of India fades 
at international level those  must be prohibited . We all the citizens of India should take this 
responsibility to prevent the name of our beloved country from any defamation because of 
any act . We should make India pride with our acts .

Dr. Anshul Bajpai

A ‘silver’ moment to propel a Bay of Bengal dream

A ‘’     B  B  – T C A

C

June 6 marked the completion of 25 years since the 1997 Bangkok Declaration launched a 
modest grouping (of Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and  ailand), with the acronym, BIST-
EC.  ree countries (Nepal, Bhutan and Myanmar) joined it later to make it the Bay of Bengal 
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC).

T C A

A BIMSTEC

 e Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 
(BIMSTEC) is a regional organization that was established on 06 June 1997 with the signing 
of the Bangkok Declaration.

• Initially known as BIST-EC (Bangladesh-India-Sri Lanka- ailand Economic Cooperation).
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• With Myanmar joining on 22 December 1997, the group was renamed BIMST-EC 
(Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka,  ailand Economic Cooperation), and with the 
admission of Nepal and Bhutan during the 6th Ministerial Meeting in  ailand in July 2004, 
the grouping was renamed during the First Summit in Bangkok on 31 July 2004 as the Bay of 
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC).

• BIMSTEC’s institutional evolution has been gradual. Following a decision at the  ird 
BIMSTEC Summit in 2014, the BIMSTEC Secretariat was established in Dhaka, Bangladesh, 
in that same year, providing an institutionalized framework for deepening and enhancing 
cooperation.

T   BIMSTEC : T H A

Being a sector-driven grouping, cooperation within BIMSTEC had initially focused on six 
sectors in 1997 (trade, technology, energy, transport, tourism, and  sheries) and expanded 
in 2008 to incorporate agriculture, public health, poverty alleviation, counter-terrorism, 
environment, culture, people-to-people contact, and climate change.

Subsequently, following steps to rationalize and reorganize sectors and subsectors, cooperation 
was reorganized in 2021 under the following sectors and sub-sectors led by the respective 
Member States:

➢ Bangladesh: Trade, Investment and Development

➢ Bhutan: Environment & Climate Change

➢ India: Security (Sub-sectors: Counter-Terrorism and Transnational Crime, Disaster 
Management, Energy)

➢ Myanmar: Agriculture and Food Security (Sub-sectors: Agriculture, Fisheries & Livestock)

➢ Nepal: People-to-People Contact (Sub-sectors: Culture, Tourism, People-to-People Contact

➢ Sri Lanka: Science, Technology & Innovation (Sri Lanka) (Sub-sectors: Technology, Health, 
Human Resource Development)

➢  ailand: Connectivity

BIMSTEC P : T H A

• Cooperation within the BIMSTEC will be based on respect for the principle of sovereign 
equality, territorial integrity, political independence, noninterference in internal aff airs, non-
aggression, peaceful co-existence, mutual respect and mutual bene  t.

• Cooperation within the BIMSTEC will be complementary to and not be a substitute for 
bilateral, sub-regional, regional or multilateral cooperation involving the Member States.
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W M : T H A

National Focal Points (NFP) established within the Ministries of External/ Foreign Aff airs/ 
Foreign Relations of each Member State serves as the points of contact for all BIMSTEC 
related communications and coordination between the BIMSTEC Secretariat and Member 
States.

BIMSTEC   -  : T H A

 e Summit comprising the Heads of State or Government of the Member States

 e Ministerial Meeting comprising the Ministers dealing with foreign relations of the 
Member States

 e Senior Offi  cials’ Meeting consisting of the Foreign Secretaries/ Secretaries/ appropriate 
Senior offi  cials nominated by the BIMSTEC Member States

 e BIMSTEC Permanent Working Committee (BPCW) comprising senior offi  cials of the 
respective National Focal Points. 

S  BIMSTEC : T H A

 e BIMSTEC region hosts 22% of the world population or 1.68 billion people; and the 
member states have a combined GDP of US$3.697 trillion/per year.

For India, BIMSTEC aligns with its ‘Act East’ policy for greater regional cooperation in 
southeast Asia. It could also be seen as aligning with India’s larger goal to gain trade and 
security prominence in the Indian Ocean region and to cater to the concept of the ‘Indo-
Paci  c’ region, a major focus of Quad countries.

A 2021 research series of the Observer Research Foundation indicates what’s in it for other 
member countries to be a part of a grouping focused in the Bay of Bengal. It says that for 
Bangladesh, BIMSTEC might be a platform to strengthen its much-needed economic 
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development, while Sri Lanka sees the goal of becoming a hub for shipment in the Indo-
Paci  c region. For smaller members Nepal and Bhutan — the two landlocked, mountainous 
states — the grouping serves as a pass to the sea. Lastly, for Myanmar and  ailand, it could 
be seen as a way to reduce overdependence on China and as an opening to a huge consumer 
market for its commodities.

In this context, India also made eff orts to enhance the pace of BIMSTEC’s progress in recent 
years.  e BIMSTEC Energy Centre was set up in Bengaluru, along with the BIMSTEC 
Business Council, a forum for business organizations to promote regional trade. It aims to 
create free-trade and power grid interconnectivity agreements, and a masterplan for transport 
connectivity in the Bay of Bengal region.

T C A

C

 e  rst and major challenge, according to foreign policy researchers is a lack of effi  ciency 
and “sluggish” pace of BIMSTEC’s progress.  e inconsistency in holding policy making 
and operational meetings was mentioned earlier. BIMSTEC secretariat also suff ers from 
inadequate  nancial and manpower assistance for its operational activities. Another criticism 
is India’s selective interest in BIMSTEC each time SAARC is hamstrung due to Pakistan.

In recent years, the progress of BIMSTEC has also been underscored by Bangladesh-Myanmar 
relations over the Rohingya refugee crisis, the India-Nepal border issue, and most recently, 
the political situation in Myanmar a er the military junta took over in February last year.  is 
year’s Summit also drew attention due to the participation of Myanmar’s Foreign Minister as 
the country under military rule is seen as a leading violator of human rights in the world.

While all member-states are equal, three have a special responsibility: Bangladesh as the host 
of the BIMSTEC Secretariat;  ailand as the representative of Southeast Asia; and India as 
the largest state in South Asia.  is trio must be engine to pull the BIMSTEC train with 
imagination and determination.

Pradeep Kumar

Rights of the Sex Workers : An analysis in special context to 
Human Rights and Human traffi  cking

Rights of the Sex Workers : An analysis in special context to Human Rights and Human 
traffi  cking – Today Current Aff airs
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C : 

Recently  the Supreme Court issued an instruction regarding the rights of sex workers in the 
case of  Budhadev Karmaskar v. State of West Bengal & Ors. Honorable supreme court stated 
that sex workers and their children cannot be deprived of their right to live with dignity and 
human decency.

T C A

I 

For long time , the issue of the rights of sex workers have been raising by several NGOs 
and in 2011 a panel was constituted by the supreme court regarding the observations of the 
conditions of the sex workers . However this panel also recommended several suggests to 
improve the status of the sex workers and the recent instructions given by honorable supreme 
court in the case of  Budhadev Karmaskar v. State of West Bengal & Ors. should also been 
seen in this regard . On the ground of the profession , no person can be deprived from the 
fundamental rights however the profession is legal and illegal. If the profession is illegal, the 
person should be punished as per the law but still he/she cannot be deprived of the right  to 
live with dignity. 

 e panel of 2011 gave 10 recommendations to the government of India; the court directed 
the government to implement the other six recommendations as well as the provisions of the 
Immoral Traffi  c (Prevention) Act (ITPA) of 1956 among these recommendations .

S    : T H A

 Government should provide medical assistance to sex workers who are victim of sexual 
harassment 

 Adults sex workers should be released if detained 

 To make the police and other law enforcement agencies regarding the rights of the sex 
workers.  e Hindu Analysis

 Government should issue proper guideline not to disclose the identity of ny sex workers 
and the debates on their sexual activities, raid and rescue  operations 

 Sex workers should also be trained for using the safety measures . 

 Government/ police should not not consider health measures that sex workers employ 
for their safety (such as condoms) as evidence of commission of an off ence.  e Hindu 
Analysis

 Government should ensure to provide legal assistance to all sex workers if needed 

 Every sex workers should be educate regarding the sexual deceases 
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  e children of the sex workers should be cared by the government . 

 Government should arrange proper education of the children of the sex workers 

 However there are several provisions were already existed in Cr.PC regarding the victim 
of the sexual assault but generally in the case of sex workers police do not take action 
because police think that this is the profession of sex workers also hew they can be victim 
of sexual assault.  e Hindu Analysis

 Actually the proper de  nition of the sex workers are not maintained in  ITPA or any 
other law even on the ground of age , sex workers are not de  ned . As per the  ITPA (as 
amended in January 1987), the term prostitution refers to that person who off er her body 
for the sexual intercourse in revert of the money .  erefore because of this reason , the 
prostitutes re not generally considered as the sexual victim. 

 Generally it may be considered that , there is nothing wrong if any person has sexual 
intercourse with any prostitutes without her wills and if money is paid for that . So there 
is  the need of the de  nition of the sexual exploitation of the sex workers also .  e term 
consent must be added in this de  nition.  e sexual intercourse should not be allowed 
with any lady without her consent whether she is the wife, she is the sex worker or any of 
the person . Consent is related to the dignity of the person  

T C A

C 

 As per the above analysis it can be said that , every human being has the human right 
whether she is prostitutes , or common citizen, transgender etc. Nobody can be deprived 
of general human rights . Every human has the right to live with dignity and every human 
being has the right to decide his physical partner .Any person should not be deprived of 
this right . Sexual intercourse should not be forcefully done even with the wife/husband 
or transgender or professional sex workers . In sexual intercourse the consents of the both 
the persons are required. And every human being may be the victim of sexual harassment 
. we should not think that the professional sexual  workers can not be sexually harassed . 
 erefore , our society should come forward in this matter and de  nitely the right of every 
human irrespective to their profession caste, creed, gender, race must be protected.

Dr. Anshul Bajpai
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Construction of a Bridge on Pangong Tso : Is it a violation of 
international law ? An analysis

C   B  P T: I      
  A  – T C A

Context : China is constructing a bridge on Pangong Tso. However China is arguing that its 
construction of a bridge on Pangong Tso is peaceful but it is  in full violation of international 
law. It is also a futuristic threat for India also . 

T C A

I : 

China is constructing a Bridge on Pangong Tso. India is continuously protesting this act of 
China however China is arguing that this act is not the threat for India .  is act is a peaceful 
act . But through this bridge China can access the territory of India very easily and another 
objectionable thing is that the constructing bridge comes in the region of Indian territory 

B           

  is region played an important role during the India China war of 1962. China surprisingly 
attacked through this region of India . We should not believe China on her own assurance 
and explanation . A similar assurance was given by China in 1957 when she built a road 
through Aksai Chin linking Tibet and Xinjiang. And when India protested . China assured 
in same way 

 If we see the recent activities of China regarding the resolution of border disputes with her 
neighbors  it does not seem that China is ready to respect any international laws on this 
matter.  e Hindu  Analysis

  is bridge is in the international boundary and as per the claim of India it is within the 
territory of India . A portion of that area has been under Chinese control since 1958. 
And this region has been witness of the Chinese invasion during 1962  as well as the 
confrontation of India and China in 2017 and 2020 where many soldiers of India had to 
sacri  ce with their life 

  e important reason to protest is that  is act of China is completely violating International 
law. It tries to derive its claims on the basis of historic rights to the detriment of the rights 
of its neighbors, as is the case with its claims in the South China Sea.

 I    : T H A

 ere are several decisions given by the ICJ in the past which are against this act of China . 
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  it tries to derive its claims on the basis of historic rights to the detriment of the rights of its 
neighbors, as is the case with its claims in the South China Sea. and as per the international 
law , no construction should be done in disputed region 

  e Permanent Court of Arbitration’s Award in the Island of Palmas case noted that only 
the continuous and peaceful display of territorial sovereignty (peaceful in relation to other 
States) is as good as a title. India does not accept this act as for peaceful purpose.  e 
Hindu Analysis

 India has neither accepted China’s unjusti  ed claims on that portion nor its construction 
activities. China cannot take the plea that India has acquiesced; that there is an expression 
of consent by conduct or inaction by India.

 As per the international law , the border dispute should be settled due to mutual negotiations, 
not with the aggressiveness  ( Article 2(3) and Article 2(4) of the UN Charter.)

 Apart from the above analysis there are some judgments of ICJ given in the past . those are 

 China could take plea that it is building a bridge peacefully; and she has to give assurance 
that this activity of China , would never harm the human being or property .   e Hindu 
Analysis

 In ‘Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory’, the ICJ examined the inadmissibility of acquisition of territory by force. Court 
strongly condemned the construction of the wall by force and stated that it is the breach 
of Article 2(4).

  e ICJ judgment in ‘Certain Activities Carried out by Nicaragua in the Border Area’ is 
also important in understanding China’s moves. Court stated that the construction of the 
pipeline and the deployment of troops in Costa Rica by Nicaragua would be seen as the 
violation of the international law 

T C A

C 

 As per the above analysis it can be concluded that the act of china (Construction of the 
Bridge) is an unlawful act and India should raise the voice against this act in front of the 
international agencies . However China is assuring that this is a peaceful act but China 
should not be trustable in this regard we are the victim of such Chinese assurances in past.

Dr. Anshul Bajpai
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FSSAI’s 4th State Food Safety Index

FSSAI’  S F S I – T C A

C

On World Food Safety Day, Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya released the 4th 
State Food Safety Index (SFSI) by FSSAI to measure the performance of States across  ve 
parameters of food safety and felicitated the winning State/UTs based on the ranking for the 
year 2021-22.

T C A

W  S F S I (SFSI):

FSSAI has developed State Food Safety Index to measure the performance of states on 
following parameters of Food Safety.

P  I : T H A

 Human Resources and Institutional Data

 Compliance

 Food Testing – Infrastructure and Surveillance

 Training & Capacity Building

 Consumer Empowerment

 e Index is a dynamic quantitative and qualitative benchmarking model that provides an 
objective framework for evaluating food safety across all States/UTs.

R  S : T H A

 Tamil Nadu topped the State Food Safety Index (SFSI) this year, followed by Gujarat and 
Maharashtra. Among the smaller States, Goa stood  rst, followed by Manipur and Sikkim.

 Among the Union Territories, Jammu and Kashmir, Delhi and Chandigarh secured the 
 rst, second and third ranks.
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I  F S : T H A

 Access to suffi  cient amounts of safe food is key to sustaining life and promoting good health.

 Foodborne illnesses are usually infectious or toxic in nature and o en invisible to the plain 
eye, caused by bacteria, viruses, parasites or chemical substances entering the body through 
contaminated food or water.

 An estimated 4,20,000 people around the world die every year a er eating contaminated 
food and children under 5 years of age carry 40% of the foodborne disease burden, with 
1,25, 000 deaths every year.  e Hindu Analysis

 Food safety has a critical role in assuring that food stays safe at every stage of the food chain 
– from production to harvest, processing, storage, distribution, all the way to preparation 
and consumption.

 Food production is responsible for up to 30% of global greenhouse-gas emissions 
contributing to global warming.

E I   FSSAI   F S:

E R I M : T H A

 It is an initiative of the Government of India and FSSAI to transform the country’s food 
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system in order to ensure safe, healthy and sustainable food for all Indians.

 It is aligned to the National Health Policy 2017 with its focus on preventive and promotive 
healthcare and  agship programmes like Ayushman Bharat, POSHAN Abhiyaan, Anemia 
Mukt Bharat and Swachh Bharat Mission.

E R S C : T H A

  e certi  cation is awarded by FSSAI to railway stations that set benchmarks (as per the 
Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006) in providing safe and wholesome food to passengers.

  e Eat Right Research Awards and Grants to encourage and recognize high-quality 
research in the area of food safety and nutrition in India has also been launched.  e 
Hindu Analysis

  e results of PAN-India survey for identifying the presence of industrially produced 
trans fatty acid content in the selected foods has been released. Overall, only 84 samples, 
i.e. 1.34%, have more than 3% industrially produced trans fats from the total of 6245 
samples.

 In an eff ort to engage industry on the issue of plastic in food packaging, 24 food businesses 
signed a pledge on becoming “Plastic Waste Neutral” by collecting, processing and recycling 
of 100% post-consumer plastic waste from across the sources.  e Hindu Analysis

 Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya further launched various innovative initiatives by the 
FSSAI, including the ‘Eat Right Research Awards and Grants – Phase II’, Eat Right Creativity 
Challenge – Phase III, a school-level competition, and the logo for AyurvedaAahar.

Pradeep Kumar

Lancet Planetary Health – Report on pollution and health

L P H – R     – T 
C A

  e Lancet Planetary Health has published a recent report on pollution and health.

T C A

W    

 Overall, pollution was responsible for an estimated 9 million (90 lakh) deaths in 2019 
(equivalent to one in six deaths worldwide).
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  e number that has remained unchanged since the 2015 analysis.

 Of the 90 lakh deaths

 Overall air pollution (both household and ambient) contributes to 66.7 lakh deaths.

 Ambient air pollution was responsible for 45 lakh deaths.

 Water pollution was responsible for 13 lakh deaths.

 Hazardous chemical pollutants for 17 lakh

 Lead pollution for 9 lakh deaths.

 Excess deaths due to pollution have led to economic losses totalling $4.6 trillion in 2019, 
equating to 6.2% of global economic output.

  e health impacts of pollution remain enormous, and low- and middle-income countries 
bear the brunt of this burden.

 Despite its enormous health, social and economic impacts, pollution prevention is largely 
overlooked in the international development agenda

 Attention and funding has only minimally increased since 2015, despite well-documented 
increases in public concern about pollution and its health eff ects.

 Pollution, climate change and wildlife loss are closely linked, and action to tackle one 
could help deal with the other crises.

W       I T H A

 India recorded the largest number of deaths related to air-pollution than any other nation 
in 2019.

 Air pollution was responsible for 16.7 lakh deaths in India in 2019, or 17.8% of all deaths 
in the country that year.

 Of these 9.8 lakh were caused by PM2.5 pollution and 6.1 lakh by household air pollution. 
 e Hindu Analysis

 Number of deaths from pollution sources associated with extreme poverty (such as indoor 
air pollution and water pollution) has decreased.

 However the reduction is off set by increased deaths due to industrial pollution (such as 
ambient air pollution and chemical pollution).

 Air pollution is most severe in the Indo-Gangetic Plain.  is area contains New Delhi and 
many of the most polluted cities.

 Burning of biomass in households was the single largest cause of air pollution deaths in 
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India, followed by coal combustion and crop burning.

W         T H A

 Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana programme

 National Clean Air Programme

 Commission for Air Quality Management in the National Capital Region

W     T H A

 A radical shi  in the approach to pollution management eff orts.

 India does not have a strong centralised administrative system to drive its air pollution 
control eff orts.

 To address the issue we need-integrated surveillance platforms for health and exposure 
surveillance and an Independent IPPC style science/policy panel on pollution.

 Increased funding for pollution control from governments

 Improved pollution monitoring and data collection.  e Hindu Analysis

 Population exposure surveillance via biological and environmental monitoring can 
inform risk attributions within health programmes already in place to reduce the burden 
of maternal and child health as well as non-communicable diseases.

 Control all the Lead pollutants – Earlier the source of lead pollution was from leaded 
petrol which was replaced with unleaded petrol.

 However the other sources must be controlled which includes

 unsound recycling of lead-acid batteries

 e-waste without pollution controls

 spices contaminated with lead

 pottery glazed with lead salts

 lead in paint and other consumer products

Anshul Verma
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Copyright Infringement

C:

 e Supreme Court has passed a far reaching judgment resolving the question of whether 
copyright infringement which is punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
upto 3 years under the Copyright Act of 1957 is a cognizable off ense under the code of CrPC, 
1973, in Knit Pro International V.  e state of NCT judgment.

A C A

  e Copyright Act, 1957 paves the way for 3 years of jail with  ne.

 It extends to whole of India

C   

 Making copyright infringement a cognizable off ense will pave the way for police to 
impinge on civil liberties.

  e immediate consequence of this judgment is that many copyright owners, especially 
in the so ware and music industries, will use the threat of police involvement to scare 
potential infringers to extort license fees in excess of the amount payable in a scenario 
where the police cannot get involved without prior judicial authorisation.

 As a result of the off ense being made cognizable and non-bailable, it takes away the right 
of the accused to post a bail bond with the police and shi s the responsibility on to the 
courts for judicial determination on a case by case basis.

 Section 52 of the copyrights act talks about the fair use, that cannot be determined 
properly by the investigating offi  cer.

B  C A  I

 In 1914, when the British extended the imperial copyright act, 1911 to India, copyright 
infringement was punishable only with a monetary  ne

 It was in independent India that introduced imprisonment for one year as punishment 
for the off ense of copyright infringement in 1957.

 Since 1957, the prison term for copyright infringement has been tripled by Parliament to 
 ree years.

I   

 Article 61 of the  e Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of
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 Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) requires criminal measures to be

 applied for at least “willful copyright piracy” on a commercial scale.

 Although copyright piracy itself remains unde  ned in TRIPS.

 India’s international law obligations under the TRIPS do not require

India to criminalize all kinds of copyright infringement.

C

 All piracy of copyright work is an act of infringement but all infringement cannot be 
termed as piracy.

Ayush Sir

Ahead of sowing, Kharif MSP revealed

A  , K MSP  – T C A

C

 e Union Cabinet raised the minimum support price (MSP) for paddy by Rs. 100 a quintal 
for the Kharif season of 2022-23.  e rates for 14 crops have been increased in the range of 
4% to 8%.

 is is similar to the increase in MSP in 2021-22, which was in the range of 1% to 7%.

MSP for paddy (common), which was Rs. 1,940 a quintal in 2021-22, and paddy (grade A), 
which was Rs. 1,960 a quintal, had increased byRs. 100.  e highest increase had been for 
two varieties of jowar at the rate of 8%. And the lowest increase of Rs. 92 had been for maize, 
whose price was Rs. 1,870.

T C A

W     (MSP)

Minimum Support Price (MSP) is a form of market intervention by the Government of India 
to insure agricultural producers against any sharp fall in farm prices.  e minimum support 
prices are announced by the Government of India at the beginning of the sowing season for 
certain crops on the basis of the recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs 
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and Prices (CACP). MSP is price  xed by Government of India to protect the producer – 
farmers – against excessive fall in price during bumper production years.  e minimum 
support prices are a guarantee price for their produce from the Government.  e major 
objectives are to support the farmers from distress sales and to procure food grains for 
public distribution. In case the market price for the commodity falls below the announced 
minimum price due to bumper production and glut in the market, government agencies 
purchase the entire quantity off ered by the farmers at the announced minimum price.

H   MSP : T H A

 e Price Support Policy of the Government is directed at providing insurance to agricultural 
producers against any sharp fall in farm prices.  e minimum guaranteed prices are  xed to 
set a  oor below which market prices cannot fall. Till the mid 1970s, Government announced 
two types of administered prices :

 Minimum Support Prices (MSP)

 Procurement Prices

 e MSPs served as the  oor prices and were  xed by the Government in the nature of a 
long-term guarantee for investment decisions of producers, with the assurance that prices 
of their commodities would not be allowed to fall below the level  xed by the Government, 
even in the case of a bumper crop. Procurement prices were the prices of kharif and rabi 
cereals at which the grain was to be domestically procured by public agencies (like the FCI) 
for release through PDS. It was announced soon a er harvest began. Normally procurement 
price was lower than the open market price and higher than the MSP.  is policy of two 
offi  cial prices being announced continued with some variation upto 1973-74, in the case 
of paddy. In the case of wheat it was discontinued in 1969 and then revived in 1974-75 for 
one year only. Since there were too many demands for stepping up the MSP, in 1975-76, the 
present system was evolved in which only one set of prices was announced for paddy (and 
other kharif crops) and wheat being procured for buff er stock operations.

D  MSP : T H A

In formulating the recommendations in respect of the level of minimum support prices and 
other non-price measures, the Commission takes into account, apart from a comprehensive 
view of the entire structure of the economy of a particular commodity or group of 
commodities, the following factors:-

Cost of production

Changes in input prices

Input-output price parity
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Trends in market prices

Demand and supply

Inter-crop price parity

Eff ect on industrial cost structure

Eff ect on cost of living

Eff ect on general price level

International price situation

Parity between prices paid and prices received by the farmers.

Eff ect on issue prices and implications for subsidy

 e Commission makes use of both micro-level data and aggregates at the level of district, 
state and the country.  e information/data used by the Commission, inter-alia include the 
following :-

Cost of cultivation per hectare and structure of costs in various regions of the country and 
changes there in;

Cost of production per quintal in various regions of the country and changes therein;  e 
Hindu Analysis

Prices of various inputs and changes therein;

Market prices of products and changes therein;

Prices of commodities sold by the farmers and of those purchased by them and changes 
therein;

Supply related information – area, yield and production, imports, exports and domestic 
availability and stocks with the Government/public agencies or industry;

Demand related information – total and per capita consumption, trends and capacity of the 
processing industry;

Prices in the international market and changes therein, demand and supply situation in the 
world market;   e Hindu Analysis

Prices of the derivatives of the farm products such as sugar, jaggery, jute goods, edible/non-
edible oils and cotton yarn and changes therein;

Cost of processing of agricultural products and changes therein;

Cost of marketing – storage, transportation, processing, marketing services, taxes/fees and 
margins retained by market functionaries; and
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Macro-economic variables such as general level of prices, consumer price indices and those 
re  ecting monetary and  scal factors.

 e increase in MSP for Kharif Crops is in line with the Union Budget 2018-19 announcement 
of  xing the MSPs at a level of at least 1.5 times of the All-India weighted average Cost of 
Production (CoP), aiming at reasonably fair remuneration for the farmers.

C  : T H A

Government announces minimum support prices (MSPs) for 22 mandated crops and fair and 
remunerative price (FRP) for sugarcane.  e mandated crops are 14 crops of the kharif season, 
6 rabi crops and two other commercial crops. In addition, the MSPs of toria and de-husked 
coconut are  xed on the basis of the MSPs of rapeseed/mustard and copra, respectively.  e 
list of crops are as follows.

 Cereals (7) – paddy, wheat, barley, jowar, bajra, maize and ragi

 Pulses (5) – gram, arhar/tur, moong, urad and lentil

 Oilseeds (8) – groundnut, rapeseed/mustard, toria, soyabean, sun  ower seed, sesamum, 
saffl  ower seed and nigerseed

 Raw cotton

 Raw jute

 Copra

 De-husked coconut

 Sugarcane (Fair and remunerative price)

 Virginia  u cured (VFC) tobacco

INDIA EXPORT RESTRICTION ON WHEAT

INDIA EXPORT RESTRICTION ON WHEAT – T C A

India, which surprised the world with its decision to bar wheat export with immediate eff ect, 
appears to be on the defensive now.

W         

India is the second-largest producer of wheat in the world whereas China ranks  rst.
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  e global agriculture market has been destabilised by the Russian invasion of Ukraine, a 
major wheat producing nation that is a big supplier to the European market.

 Citing the sudden spike in the global prices of wheat and threat to food security, the 
government has prohibited export of wheat.  e Hindu Analysis

  ere was also a decline in the opening stock of wheat compared to the last  scal.

  e offi  cials emphasised the prohibition is not a ban, and is aimed at preventing the 
speculative trading in wheat to stabilise the agriculture sector.

India produced around 7 million tonnes of wheat during 2021-’22 and out of that nearly 50% 
was imported by Bangladesh.

W     T H A

 In the absence of clear guidelines, many nations have decided to exert their in  uence and 
leverage their bilateral relationship with India to varying degrees in search of wheat.  e 
Hindu Analysis

 India’s decision has faced criticism from the G-7’s Agriculture Ministers as it is necessary 
for Delhi to play a greater role in ensuring global food security.

  e recently concluded Prime Ministerial visit to Germany, Denmark and France also 
experienced pressure from these countries.

  e US envoy to the United Nations said that the US was asking other countries to 
avoid stopping wheat exports and hinted that the issue would be discussed at upcoming 
multilateral meetings.  e Hindu Analysis

  e European Union’s trade chief Valdis Dombrovskis called export-restrictive measures 
a tendency that can only actually aggravate the problem.

 Interestingly, China defended India’s position, saying that blaming developing countries 
like India won’t solve the global food crisis.

H           
  T H A

 Wheat production was 103.6 million tonnes in 2018-19, 107.8 million tonnes in 2019-20, 
and 109.5 million tonnes in 2020-21.

 Currently, the procurement of wheat by the Food Corporation of India (FCI) has been low 
but there is not a big shortfall in production relative to previous years.

 Given the low levels of procurement, the Government has reduced the procurement target 
for the current season.  e Hindu Analysis
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 In terms of availability of food grain, if policy measures ensure adequate distribution 
through the food rationing network and open market operations, it is not a serious 
concern.

 It is essential that the PDS and open market operations be used to cool down food price 
in  ation.

W       T H A

 Remunerative prices to farmers– A er the reports of the National Commission on 
Farmers, the announced minimum support price (MSP) for wheat has o en been 
inadequate.

  e year-long farmer protests were largely driven by the fear that the new Farm Acts 
were weakening public commitment to remunerative prices for agricultural produce.

 Costs of production– Over the last two years, costs of production have risen sharply.  e 
Hindu Analysis

 Government policy– Farmers are worried about the lack of involvement of the 
Government in procurement.

 Rather than overcoming the shortfall in public procurement by increasing the procurement 
price and buying more, the Government has allowed traders to build up stocks of wheat.

  e bene  ts from future sales (domestic or in the export market) are thus likely to go to 
traders rather than farmers.

W       T H A

 Food security is both an immediate and long-term concern and does not require surgical 
strikes.

 A well-functioning PDS can control prices and off er relief to consumers.

 At the same time, a procurement policy can and should off er a reasonable income to 
farmers.

Anshum Verma
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Uniform Civil Code : An analysis in context to its future

U C C : A       – T C 
A

Uniform Civil Code : An analysis in context to its future Uniform Civil Code : An analysis in 
context to its future 

Context : Recently the government of Uttarakhant constituted a panel to enquire about the 
possibilities of the implementation of common civil code in the state and this committee is 
also asked to prepare a dra  in this regard . 

T C A

I 

  e issue of UCC (Uniform Civil code) has been the agenda of BJP for a long time and all 
the states ruled by the BJP are supporters of the implementation of the Uniform civil Code. 
However many Muslims Ulema have been opposing this UCC for long time also because 
they argue that , in civil aff airs nothing can be accepted against the Muslim personal Laws 
(Laws based on Saria) . However the subject of UCC exists in our constitution in Directive 
Principles of State Policy .It means , the state should work in framing the UCC gradually. 
But some time UCC contradicts with the right of religious practice also (Fundamental 
right ) 

O  UCC : T H A

 Muslim religious priest have been protesting against UCC for long time.  rough various 
means the Muslims have shown their agitation against the UCC to the government . 
All India Muslim personal law board has also already shown its opposing view to the 
government . Besides this board , many other institutions related to Islamic culture in 
India have shown their discontent against UCC

 Actually the creation of the AIMPLB in 1973 was the result of the fear among Muslims.  ey 
feared that the Indian government could impose new laws against the sharia laws through 
parliamentary position.  erefore the Muslims of the Deoband under the leadership of 
Muhammad Taiyab initiated the concept of AIMPLB. Actually a bill was introduced by 
the law minister in 1973. And it was understood that this bill was the precursor of the 
UCC.  e Hindu Analysis

 However when Hindu code bill passed the rightist of Hindu community also sought 
against the Hindu code bill or in the favor of UCC.  e rightist argued that either UCC 
should be implemented or Hindu code bill should be repealed . Ex Prime minister Atal 
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Bihari Vajpayee also favored UCC and emphasized on  national debate on UCC . For the 
progressive society , he favored the UCC. But the restoration of the old days religious 
practices or marriage system even in Hinduism is not rational also. Ex PM Narasimha 
Rao argued that  the age-old tradition of marriages between uncles and nieces among 
Hindus in Andhra Pradesh. Should this practice be restored in Andhra . No. Narasimha 
Rao   sh argued that , for the progressive society, progressive value system and rituals 
should be opted by all the religious communities . Since Hindu are more literate so they 
can understand the liberal and progressive elements of the religion so Hindu code bill is 
right to implement but UCC should be implemented a er taking Muslims in con  dence .  
Moreover, Flavia Agnes and other feminists have recognized many anti-women biases in 
the Hindu Code Bill, which are not adequately brought forward in Indian public debate. 
 is has resulted in the public perception that Muslim personal laws alone need reform.

T C A

C 

As per the above discussion, the UCC is necessary for the country but it should not be 
implemented suddenly. Gradually it should be implemented . Indian parliament has already 
passed triple talaq and similarly some reformative rules must be passed by the parliament for 
the Muslims separately . In this way , the path of the UCC would be automatically paved. Once 
the reformative rules would be passed by the parliaments all the obstacles of the UCC would 
also be eliminated  and the criticism of the UCC would lose its signi  cance automatically

Dr. Anshul Bajpai

Fintech challenge is a fantasy

F     – T C A

C:

 Digital banks are a threat, not so much to banks as to banking stability on account of the 
systemic risk they pose.

T C A

W  D B U (DBU)

 A digital banking unit is a specialized  xed point business unit or hub housing certain 
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minimum digital infrastructure for delivering digital banking products and services as well 
as servicing existing  nancial products and services digitally in self-service mode at any 
time.

W     DBU T H A

 Commercial banks (other than regional rural banks, payment banks and local area banks) 
with past digital banking experience are permitted to open DBUs in tier 1 to tier 6 centres, 
unless otherwise speci  cally restricted, without having the need to take permission from 
the RBI in each case.

I  R  DBU : T H A

 Each DBU shall be housed distinctly, with the separate entry and exit provisions.  ey will 
be separate from an existing Banking Outlet with formats and designs most appropriate for 
digital banking users.

 For front-end or distribution layer of digital banking, each bank would choose suitable smart 
equipment, such as Interactive Teller Machines, Interactive Bankers, Service Terminals, 
Teller and Cash Recyclers, Interactive Digital Walls, Document uploading, self -service 
card issuance devices, Video KYC Apparatus, secured and connected environment for use 
of own device for digital banking, Video Call / Conferencing facilities, to set up an DBU. 
 ese facilities can be insourced or outsourced while complying with relevant regulatory 
guidelines.

  e back-end including the Core Banking System and other back offi  ce related information 
systems for the digital banking products and services can be shared with that of the 
incumbent systems with logical separation. Alternatively, banks can adopt more core-
independent digital-native technologies off ering better scalability,  exibility in creating new/ 
reusable digital environments through continuous development / so ware deployment and 
interconnectivity speci  cally for this business segment, based on their digital strategy.  e 
Hindu Analysis

 If the digital banking segment of a bank uses an API layer (integration layer) to connect 
with external third-party application providers, the same should be tested in an isolated/ 
test environment before being integrated to bank’s core systems backed by comprehensive 
risk evaluation and adequate documentation.

 Banks are free to adopt an in-sourced or out-sourced model for operations of the digital 
banking segment including DBUs.  e outsourced model should speci  cally comply with 
the relevant regulatory guidelines on outsourcing.

 As the purpose of DBUs is to optimally blend digital infrastructure with ‘human touch’, 
remote or in situ assisted mode arrangements in right proportion should be planned and 
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put in place by the banks.  e Hindu Analysis

  e establishment of DBUs should be part of the digital banking strategy of the bank.  e 
operational governance and administrative structure of the DBUs will be aligned with 
that of the Digital Banking Segment of the bank. However, in order to accelerate digital 
banking initiatives, each DBU will be headed by a suffi  ciently senior and experienced 
executive of the bank, preferably Scale III or above for PSBs or equivalent grades for 
other banks who can be designated as the Chief Operating Offi  cer (COO) of the DBU.

W           T H 
A

 As per the RBI, each DBU must off er certain minimum digital banking products and 
services. Such products should be on both liabilities and assets side of the balance sheet 
of the digital banking segment. Digitally value-added services to conventional products 
would also qualify as such.

  e services include savings bank accounts under various schemes, current accounts, 
 xed deposits and recurring deposit accounts, digital kit for customers, mobile banking, 

Internet banking, debit cards, credit cards, and mass transit system cards, digital kit for 
merchants, UPI QR code, BHIM Aadhaar and point of sale (PoS).   e Hindu Analysis

 Other services include making applications for and onboarding of customers for 
identi  ed retail, MSME or schematic loans.  is may also include end-to-end digital 
processing of such loans, starting from online application to disbursal and identi  ed 
government sponsored schemes that are covered under the national portal.

H   DBU    T H A

 Currently,  ntechs operating as neobanks off er digital banking services but they do so 
in partnership with non-banking  nancial companies (NBFCs). Some of the neobanks 
off ering services in India are Jupiter, Fi Money, Niyo, Razorpay X.

 Compared to conventional banks with online and mobile banking facilities, neobanks or 
digital banks excel at product innovation and off er far better digital solutions. However, 
given the arrangement they have currently with NBFCs or scheduled banks to conduct 
the actual banking part, some in the industry have pegged these digital banks as “glori  ed 
digital distribution companies”

Pradeep Kumar
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Birsa Munda : A   great leader of Tribal Movement

B M : A    T M – T C A

 Context : Birsa Munda was an Indian tribal freedom  ghter, religious leader, and folk hero 
who belonged to the Munda tribe. He led the tribal movement against the British and 
 nally the British captured Birsa Munda and He was martyred in 1900 in Ranchi Central 

Jail . 

T C A

I 

  e rebellion (Ulgulan) of Munda tribesmen , led by Brisa Munda occurred during 1899-
1900. For over thirty the Munda sardars had been struggling against the destruction of 
their system of common land holding by intrusion of Jagirdars ,  ekedras (revenue 
farmers ) and merchant money lenders 

W  B M : T H A

 Birsa was a religious leader who took birth in the tribal area of Lohardaga district of 
Bengal Presidency in 1874 .Presently his birth place is situated in Jharkhand .  His family 
was a poor sharecropper. He believed in God because his family was also a religious 
family. In fact during British rule the entire land revenue system has been transformed 
for the bene  ts of the Zamindars and the capitalist class. Tribal could not  tolerate the 
intervention of the Dikus (outsiders) in their land and they protested against British rule.  
 e Hindu Analysis

 Birsa organized the tribe on the grounds of religion . He declared himself to be a divine 
messenger , possessing miraculous healing powers .He organized thousands of the people 
against the British rule he declared himself as the Messiah and started to deliver religious 
messages . Under the in  uence of the sardars , the religious movement soon acquired an 
agrarian and political content . Birsa began to move from village to village , organizing 
rallies and mobilizing his followers on religious and political grounds. On Christmas Eve, 
1899, Birsa proclaimed a rebellion to establish Munda rule in the land and encouraged 
“the killing of thekedars ” and “Jagirdars ” and Rajas and hakims and Christians . satyug 
would be established in place of the present day kaliyaug. He declared that ‘’ there was 
going to be  ght with Dikus, the ground would be as red as the red  ag with their blood. 
 e non tribal poor were not to be attacked . 

 To bring about liberation, the Birsa gathered a force of 6000 Mundas armed with swords, 
spears, battle axes and bows and arrows. He was, however, captured in the beginning of 
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February 1900 and he died in Jail in June .  e rebellion had failed . but Birsa entered the 
realm of legend 

W      M  : T H A

  e Munda revolt was a signi  cant incident of the Indian national movement.  ousand 
of the people raised the voice against the economic exploitation and the incursion and  e 
Mundas showed their bravery however they could not get proper support of the intellectual 
but many leaders of the congress praised their bravery. 1857 revolt was the revolt of the 
sepoy or those rulers whose states were snatched by the British but the Munda movement 
was a movement of grassroot level people those fought against British even in the lack of 
the sophisticated weapons .

T C A

C 

 As per the above discussion , it is analyzed that we should be inspired from the freedom 
 ghter who sacri  ced his life for the liberty of his land and his values.  e Munda rebellion 

did not kill the poor people (Non Tribal). Our government should develop the ancestral 
place of the Birsa Munda also. Birsa Munda is relevant in modern days also. He li ed the 
arms when he lost every options to get liberation .But in democracy , we have the tool of 
electoral procedure so in democracy the violent way of protest should not be accepted but 
still the protest for the Rights and liberty in non violent way should be encouraged.

I        B M : A  
  T M  T C A.

Dr. Anshul Bajpai

April IIP sizzles, hits 8-month high of 7.1%

A IIP ,  -   . – T C A

C:

Factory output growth surprised in April hitting an eight-month high of 7.1 per cent up from 
2.2 per cent in March.
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 e sharp increase in industrial growth comes a er data released last month showed that the 
country’s eight core industries grew 8.4 per cent in April, up from the revised 4.9 per cent in 
March.

T C A

W  ‘I  I P’

 e Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is an index which shows the growth rates in diff erent 
industry groups of the economy in a stipulated period of time.  e IIP index is computed and 
published by the Central Statistical Organization (CSO) on a monthly basis.

IIP is a composite indicator that measures the growth rate of industry groups classi  ed under,

1. Broad sectors, namely, Mining, Manufacturing and Electricity

2. Use-based sectors, namely Basic Goods, Capital Goods and Intermediate Goods.

Currently IIP  gures are calculated considering 2011-12 as base year.

IIP calculates the data of eight core sectors namely;

1. Coal: Its total weightage is 10.33% in the core sectors

2. Crude: Its total weightage is 8.98% in the core sectors

3. Natural gas: Its total weightage is 6.88% in the core sectors

4. Re  nery products: Its total weightage is 28.04% in the core sectors

5. Steel: Its total weightage is 17.92% in the core sectors

6. Cement: Its total weightage is 5.37% in the core sectors

7. Fertilizers: Its total weightage is 2.63% in the core sectors

8. Electricity: Its total weightage is 19.85% in the core sectors

 e eight-core sectors comprise 40.27% of the weight of items included in the Index of 
Industrial Production (IIP).

T IIP         ; T H 
A

1. Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion,

2. Indian Bureau of Mines

3. Central Electricity Authority

4. Joint Plant Committee



35
www.plutusias.com

5. Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas

6. Offi  ce of Textile Commissioner

7. Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals

8. Directorate of Sugar

9. Department of Fertilizers

10. Directorate of Vanaspati, Vegetable oils and Fats

11. Tea Board

12. Offi  ce of Jute Commissioner

13. Offi  ce of Coal Controller

14. Railway Board

15. Offi  ce of Salt Commissioner

16. Coff ee Board

W         I  I P 
(IIP); T H A

 1.  e base year for IIP is always given a value of 100.

 2.  e base year of IIP has been revised to 2011-2012 (in the month of May)

 3.  is has been done in order to bring the IIP data at par with GDP data (GDP base year 
has been revised to 2011-2012).

W    : T H A

 Suppose the value of IIP in April 2022 is 135, this means that there has been a 35% (135-
100) increase in the industrial activities in India as compared to the industrial activities 
in 2011-2012.

T S    IIP    : T H A

  e new series of IIP has a total of 809 items occurring in the manufacturing sector in 
the item basket (405 item groups).
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  e Index of Industrial Production was bolstered by a sharp growth in manufacturing at 
6.8 per cent, while mining and electricity output surged 7.8 per cent and 11.8 per cent, 
respectively, according to data released by the Statistics Ministry.

T     - ; T H 
A

 On use-based classi  cation, both capital and primary goods did well in April recording 
growth rates of 14.7 per cent (2 per cent) and 10.1 per cent (5.7 per cent), respectively. 
While the consumer durables sector rose 8.5 per cent (-2.6 per cent), consumer non-
durables grew a tepid 0.3 per cent (-4.6 per cent).  e lackluster show on the non-durables 
sector is a re  ection that consumers are wary of spending as in  ation rages on.

  e essence of the article is that the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is like the 
thermometer of an economy. It shows the real picture of all the main sectors of the 
economy. If the performance of these 8 core sectors of the economy is good then the 
overall development of the country is inevitable. 

Pradeep Kumar
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Pt Ram Prasad Bismil : A great revolutionary of India

P R P B : A    I – T C 
A

Context : Its birth anniversary of the great revolutionary of modern India today (11th June). 
He led the foundation of the Revolutionary movement of the 2nd phase (A er 1920s) . On 
the occasion of the 75th anniversary of India’s independence , the entire nation is paying its 
humble tribute to great revolutionary Pt R.P Bismil . 

T C A

I :

 Pt Ram Prasad Bismil was a great revolutionary of modern India . In fact a er the sudden 
withdrawal of the Non Cooperation movement , many young people became against the 
congress and they lost their faith in non violence style of the protest. Pt Ram Prasad Bismil 
led their movement . Besides him some other prominent revolutionaries were Jogesh 
Chandra Chaterji, Surya Sen, Jatin Das Chanadra sekhar Azad etc.  e name of Pt Ram 
Prasad Bismil is incomplete with Asfaq Ulla Khan .  e Hindu Analysis

  e revolutionaries in northern India were the  rst to emerge out of the mood of frustration 
and recognition under the leadership of the old veterans PT RP Bismil , Jogesh Chataerji 
and SN. Sanyal whose Bandi Jeevan served as a test book to the revolutionary movement. 
 ey founded the Hindustan republican Association (or Army) in 1924 in Kanpur  to 
organize armed revolution to overthrow colonial rule and establish in its place a federal 
republic of the United States of India whose basic principle would be adult Franchise 

B : T H A

Pt Bismil born on 11th June 1897 in Shahjahanpur , U.P He was a great India poet . He 
participated in the Mainpuri conspiracy case also . Beside, the Kakori incident is a signi  cant 
incident of Indian freedom struggle (( Aug 1925). Under his leadership , the train was looted 
near to Kakori, Lucknow and this incident shocked entire British empire in India . However 
many revolutionaries were caught a er this incident . Pt Bismil was also caught and was 
hanged on 19 December 1927by British.  He became popular with the last name “Bismil 
” only.also translated the books Catherine from English and Bolshevikon Ki Kartoot from 
Bengali . He was inspired by Lala Hardayal, a great Ghadar revolutionary.Bismil composed 
a poem in Hindi titled Mera Janm. Beside these a collection of poems Man Ki Lahar (en: A 
sally of mind) and Swadeshi Rang was also written by him. In Swadeshi rang , He composed a 
song like mera rang de basanti Chola which in later period was developed by many poets and 
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this song became the ideal song for all the revolutionaries . He wrote his autobiography when 
he was in central jail . His autobiography was published under the cover title of Kakori ke 
shaheed  byGanesh Shankar Vidyarthi in 1928. A rough translation of this book was prepared 
by the Criminal Investigation Department of United Province in British India.

T C A

C 

As we discussed above , Pt Ram Prasad Bismil  was a great leader and He immortalized the 
poem Sarfaroshi Ki tamanna ab hamare Dil me hai . However in modern days , Mera rang De 
Basanti Chola  and the Sarfaroshi ki tamanna are sung on every occasion of the National day. 
First time R P Bismil type revolutionaries gave the idea for the revolution of socialist ideas. 
He did not believe only in person killing but he wanted to get rid from British exploitation. 
He wanted to make such a new India which would be free from exploitation and where social, 
economical and religious justice should be given to all the people . Pt Bismil was secular and 
never believed in communalism . Today , all of us should learn a lesson from our ancestors 
who sacri  ced their life for the establishment of a secular country . establishment of the 
secular society or communal harmony in the society would be be the great tribute to Pt 
Bismil on his birth anniversary.

Dr. Anshul Bajpai


