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Personal Data Protection Bill – Provisions and Issues

Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019: It is based on Justice B N Sri-
krishna committee. It has following provisions:

o The Bill establishes a Data Protection Authority (DPA) as an inde-
pendent regulator with quasi-judicial powers.

o Each company will have a Data Protection Of icer (DPO) who will 
liaison with the DPA for auditing, grievance redressal, recording 
maintenance and more.

o Holistic Approach: The Bill governs the processing of personal 
data by: government, companies incorporated in India, and for-
eign companies dealing with personal data of individuals in India.

o The Bill classi ies the data into 3 types:

 Critical data (characterized by the government) must be 
stored and handled only in India.

 Sensitive data like passwords, inancial data, health data, 
biometric data, etc may be processed outside India with 
the explicit consent of the user and to be stored in India 
only.

 General data is any data that is non-critical and non-sen-
sitive is categorised as general data with no limitation 
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on where it is stored or managed.

o Rights of the individual includes seeking correction of inaccurate, 
incomplete, or out-of-date personal data, and the Right to be for-
gotten, i.e., to restrict continuing disclosure of their personal data 
by a iduciary.

o Data Processing can be done only if consent is provided by the 
individual. However, in certain circumstances, personal data can 
be processed without consent. These include:

 If required by the State

 Legal proceedings

 To respond to a medical emergency.

o Big Social media intermediaries have to provide a voluntary 
user veri ication mechanism for users in India.

o The central government can exempt any of its agencies from 
the provisions of the Act in interest of security of state, public 
order, sovereignty and integrity of India and friendly relations 
with foreign states,

o The Bill amends the Information Technology Act, 2000 to de-
lete the provisions related to compensation payable by com-
panies for failure to protect personal data.

Opinion:

Justice (Rtd) BN Srikrishna, has reportedly called it “a piece of legis-
lation that could turn India into an Orwellian state”.

Concerns:

o No independent collegium for the appointment of members to 
the DPA.
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o Open-ended exceptions power to the government.

Recent Addition:

The Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019, was withdrawn by the Union 
Information Technology Minister in light of the recommendations 
given by the Joint Committee of Parliament (JCP) on the Law.

Conclusion:

Thus, it appears from above discussion that the bill appears to be a 
good step in the right direction. However, it has various issues that 
must be addressed to ensure that in a digital age someone’s privacy 
is not taken for granted.

Vikas gupta

Cryptocurrency

What is cryptocurrency?

 Cryptocurrency or crypto is a form of currency that exists virtu-
ally or digitally and uses cryptography to secure transactions.

 It  is a digital payment system that doesn’t rely on any central 
bank or banks to verify transactions. It’s a peer-to-peer system 
that can enable anyone anywhere to send and receive payments.

 Cryptocurrency payments systems exist purely on a digital da-
tabase describing speci ic transactions. When any transactions 
take place then it is recorded in a public ledger.

 Cryptocurrency is stored in digital wallets.
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 When a cryptocurrency is minted or created or issued by a single 
issuer, it is generally considered centralized. When implemented 
with the decentralized control system, it works through distrib-
uted ledger technology, typically a blockchain, that serves as a 
public inancial transaction database.

 The irst decentralized cryptocurrency was Bitcoin, which was 
founded in 2009 and remains the best known today. As of March 
2022 there were more than 9,000 other cryptocurrencies in the 
marketplace.

 Recently, the Central African Republic (CAR) became the second 
country after El Salvador to adopt Bitcoin as legal tender.

How does cryptocurrency work?

 Cryptocurrencies run on a distributed public ledger called block-
chain, a record of all transactions updated and held by currency 
holders.

 Each unit of cryptocurrency is created through a process called 
mining, (It means by using computer power to solve complicated 
mathematical problems that generate coins). Users can also buy 
the cryptocurrencies from brokers, then store and spend them 
using cryptographic wallets.

 If any person has cryptocurrency, then s\he don’t own anything 
tangible. What s\he owns is a key that allows to move a record or 
a unit of measure from one person to another without a trusted 
third party.

 Bitcoin developed in 2009, afterwards cryptocurrencies and ap-
plications of blockchain technology are still emerging in the i-
nancial sector, and this technology will also be expected to de-
velop in the future. Transactions including shares, bonds, stocks, 
and other inancial assets could eventually be traded using the 
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technology.

Cryptocurrency examples

As of March 2022 there were more than 9,000 other cryptocurren-
cies in the marketplace. Some of the best known include:

 Bitcoin:- Founded in 2009, it was the irst cryptocurrency and is 
still the most commonly traded. It was developed by Satoshi Na-
kamoto – widely believed to be a pseudonym for an individual or 
group of people whose precise identity remains unknown.

 Ethereum:- Developed in 2015, it is a blockchain platform with 
its own cryptocurrency, called Ether (ETH) or Ethereum. It is the 
most popular cryptocurrency in the world after Bitcoin.

 Litecoin:- This currency is almost similar to bitcoin but has moved 
more quickly to develop new innovations, including faster pay-
ments and processes to allow more transactions.

 Ripple:- It was developed in 2012. It is a distributed ledger sys-
tem  and can be used to track different kinds of transactions, not 
just cryptocurrency. The company behind it has worked with var-
ious banks and inancial institutions.

Advantages of cryptocurrency.

 Transactions with cryptocurrencies are cheaper and faster mon-
ey transfers.

 It is a decentralized system that does not collapse at a single point 
of failure.

 Transaction between two parties is easy, as there is no involve-
ment of third parties like credit/debit cards or banks.

 Payments are safe and secured as this system is based on block-
chain technology.
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 There is also the concept of “wallet” or account address which is 
accessible by a public key and pirate key. But the private key is 
only known to the owner of the wallet.

 Transactions of cryptocurrencies  are completed with minimal 
processing fees.

Disadvantages of cryptocurrency.

 High energy consumption for mining activities of cryptocurren-
cies.

 Security Issues like criminal activities, money laundering, terror-
ism etc

 Cryptocurrencies do not have any sovereign guarantee and hence 
are not legal tender.

 It is believed that cryptocurrency will disrupt markets, indus-
tries, including inance and law.

 The market price of cryptocurrencies is also volatile or not sta-
ble. Their prices luctuate very high.

 All over the world, the central bank of any country cannot regu-
late the supply and price value of cryptocurrencies in the econo-
my. As a result this enhances  a risk of inancial instability of the 
country if their use becomes widespread.

Cryptocurrencies in India:

 In 2018, Reserve Bank of India issued a circular preventing all 
banks from dealing in cryptocurrencies. But later in May 2020 
the Supreme Court declared this circular as null and void.

 Recently, the government has announced to introduce a bill; 
Cryptocurrency and Regulation of Of icial Digital Currency Bill, 
2021, to create its own sovereign digital currency and also simul-
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taneously ban all private cryptocurrencies.

 The Union Budget 2022-2023 of India has proposed to introduce 
a digital currency in the coming inancial year.

 It was also announced that any income from transfer of any vir-

tual digital asset shall be taxed at the rate of 30%.

Anoop

Delay in data law

Delay in data law

Why in news?

After a Joint Parliamentary Committee gave the Personal Data Protection 
Bill, 2019 a close look, the administration decided to withdraw it (JPC).

Origin of the Bill

 The Supreme Court of India ruled that the right to privacy is an essen-
tial component of the right to life and the freedom of the individual as 
protected by the Indian Constitution in the landmark Justice K.S. Puttas-
wamy (Retd) v. Union of India decision.

 As a result of this ruling, questions about how major digital companies 
were handling the personal data of their Indian consumers began to sur-
face.

 The Centre established an expert committee in 2017 to develop a legal 
framework for data protection, which was presided over by retired Su-
preme Court Justice B.N. Srikrishna.

 On July 27, 2018, the Srikrishna committee sent a draught of the Data 
Protection Bill and its report to the Ministry of Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology.

 Justice Srikrishna questioned the Ministry’s Bill in Parliament for provid-
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ing the Central government more power over the data than was intended 
in the committee’s draught.

 Following its deliberations on the Bill, the JPC presented its report in No-
vember 2021.

 Clause 35, which permits government agencies to ignore legal require-
ments by invoking public order, sovereignty, good relations with other 
countries, and security, was upheld by the JPC.

 Why was the bill withdrawn at this time?

The government has withdrawn the law even though it still has access 
to data

 The JPC’s substantial number of revisions, recommendations, and cor-
rections are identi ied as the cause.

 In its 542-page report, the JPC made 93 recommendations, 81 modi ica-
tions, and 97 changes and improvements to the Bill.

 The main suggestion is to broaden the scope of the Personal Data Pro-
tection Bill, 2019 to include all data rather than just personal data, which 
would signi icantly distance it from its Puttaswamy roots.

 The government’s of icial position is that it is preferable to introduce a 
new Bill in the face of such a signi icant reform.

What does the Bill have to say about localising data?

 Any distinctive trait, attribute, or other feature information that can be 
used to identify a person is referred to in the Bill as personal data.

 Additionally, a subcategory of sensitive personal data was mentioned in 
the bill.

 Information on a person’s inances, health, sexual preferences and habits, 
caste, political and religious convictions, as well as biometric and genetic 
information, make up this type of information.

 Additionally, it established a Critical Personal Data Category that includ-
ed any future “personal data as may be reported by the Central govern-
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ment.”

 According to the Bill, although sensitive personal data can be processed 
abroad, a copy must be preserved in India.

 Only India is permitted to hold and process Critical Personal Data.

What worries did the tech sector have?

 Indian start-ups have complained that the infrastructure required to 
meet the localization requirements will be a signi icant inancial burden.

 Additionally, startups frequently rely on foreign irms for services like 
customer management, analytics, and marketing, necessitating the ex-
port of consumer data.

 Data localization regulations would limit their options for such services 
and add to their compliance burden.

 The larger US-based tech corporations are also affected by the compli-
ance requirements.

 According to reports, lobbying opposing the law was being done by US 
business umbrella organisations.

What should we do next?

 The government must take into account any new legislation that its with-
in the overall legal framework.

 One of the JPC’s suggestions, which attempted to elevate social media 
businesses from the status of online intermediaries to content providers, 
would have been of particular concern to them.

 They are now in charge of the post they host as a result.

Vivek Raj
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INTEREST GROUPS

 Interest Groups, also called special interest group, advocacy group, 
or pressure group, any association of individuals or organizations, 
usually formally organized, that, on the basis of one or more shared 
concerns, attempts to in  uence public policy in its favor. All interest 
groups share a desire to aff ect government policy to bene  t themselves 
or their causes.  eir goal could be a policy that exclusively bene  ts 
group members or one segment of society (e.g., government subsidies 
for farmers) or a policy that advances a broader public purpose (e.g., 
improving air quality).  ey attempt to achieve their goals by lobbying 
that is, by attempting to bring pressure to bear on policy makers to 
gain policy outcomes in their favor.

 Furthermore, interest groups exist at all levels of government—
national, state, provincial, and local—and increasingly they have 
occupied an important role in international aff airs.  e common 
goals and sources of interest groups obscure, however, the fact that 
they vary widely in their form and lobbying strategies both within 
and across political systems.  is article provides a broad overview 
that explains these diff erences and the role that interest groups play 
in society.

T C     I
 Business Groups – Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry (FICCI), Associated Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
of India (ASSOCHAM) etc

 Trade Unions – Indian National Trade Union Congress (INTUC), 
Hind Mazdoor Sabha (HMS), Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS)

 Educational Field :- PRATHAM
 Professional Groups – Indian Medical Association (IMA), Bar 

Council of India (BCI), All India Federation of University and College 
Teachers (AIFUCT)
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 Agrarian Groups- All India Kisan Sabha, Bharatiya Kisan Union, etc
 Tribal Groups – National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN), 

Tribal National Volunteers (TNU) in Tripura, League of Assam, etc.
 Ideology based Groups – Narmada Bachao Andolan, Chipko 

Movement, Women’s Rights Organisation, India Against Corruption 
etc.

 Interest Groups may achieve their targets through various means- 
legal or illegal, peaceful or violent, honest or corrupt etc.  at’s why 
there are some issues with these groups which create problems in 
the society like narrow views regarding government programme and 
policies, lead the public against the government, riots, act as barriers 
in development work etc.

 Even the politicians and bureaucrats are themselves forming interest 
groups and try to maximize their own interests.  ese negative aspects 
should be checked by the state which has to play the role of referee 
and comes out with policies which bene  t every group of the society.

Anoop Singh

National Judicial Appointment Committee (NJAC) – a 
case study of Judicial independence

It is argued that the appointment of judges should be with congru-
ence between judiciary and executive. same was the philosophy of 
the constitution. however, over time judiciary vested the control 
of appointment out of the hands of executive (2nd and 3rd judges 
case). In this context the National Judicial Appointment Committee 
was established through 99th constitutional amendment act. This 
article aims to analyze the case of NJAC about what happened and 
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what should have happened.

Supreme Court Advocates on Record Association (SCAoRA) 
case/Fourth Judges case:

Supreme Court held the NJAC as ultra vires to constitution on 4:1 
judgement. One judge objected to the understanding that the judi-
ciary is the only constitutional organ protecting the liberties of the 
people.

Issues judiciary pointed in NJAC:

o Power of veto to any two persons including 2 eminent persons 
is plain “obnoxious.”

o Participation of the Prime Minister and Leader of Opposition 
in the selection of these “eminent persons.”

o Participation of law minister in the NJAC.

Analysis (Justice A. P. Shah, former Chief Justice Delhi HC):

o Lawyers like Prashant Bhushan and Ram Jethmalani has 
praised the judgement, while other jurists such as KTS Tulsi 
has opposed it.

o Though there were some legitimate concerns but striking 
down the whole Act was not warranted. They could have in-
terpreted it according to the needs. For example, it could have 
read that the veto is meant for judicial persons only – both in 
NJAC and appointment committee for eminent persons.

o They should have given head to the will of the people.

o To say that neither the political class nor civil society can have 
a say in judicial appointments is against the system of checks 
and balances, which is also a part of the basic structure of the 
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Constitution.

o The executive, with vast administrative machinery under its 
control, is capable of making enormous and valuable contri-
bution to the selection process.

Suggestions for NJAC judgement:

o The Court has announced for ‘consequential hearings’ to tack-
le de iciencies in the collegium. The government can use this 
venture to introduce the best elements of NJAC with the best 
elements of the collegium system.

o The Court has held that independence of the judiciary and the 
primacy of the judiciary in the appointments process is ba-
sic structure — not the collegium system. Thus the possibility 
of establishing another Commission is still there, which will 
comply with the principles set out in the judgment.

Improvement in collegium system:

o Clear selection rules and guidelines.

o Consultative body, which could include distinguished jurists, 
leading lawyers etc from outside the collegium, to assist the 
collegium in scrutinizing potential candidates.

o Provisional selections should be published to enable any ma-
terial or adverse information to surface. Strict timelines for 
the entire process from shortlisting to recommendations.

Remarks:

o Parliamentary Standing Committee report in its recent report 
has accused the Supreme Court of distorting the original con-
stitutional mandate and recommended that the original con-
stitutional position on judicial appointments be brought back.
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o Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, had also said that “after all, the Chief Jus-
tice is a man with all the failings which we as common people 
have”.

Procedure for appointment of CJI:

Memorandum of Procedure of Appointment of Supreme Court Judg-
es provides following procedure:-

o It says “appointment to the of ice of the Chief Justice of India 
should be of the senior most Judge of the Supreme Court con-
sidered it to hold the of ice”.

o The process begins with the Union Law Minister seeking the 
recommendation of the outgoing CJI about the next appoint-
ment at the appropriate time. The Memorandum does not 
elaborate or specify a timeline.

o After receipt of the recommendation for CJI of ice, the Union 
Minister of Law will put up the recommendation to the Prime 
Minister who will advise the President in the matter of ap-
pointment.

Thus it is evident from above discussion that judiciary has taken 
control out of the hands of executive, belying the constitutional man-
date and asserting that judiciary is supreme, even over parliament. 
So keeping over discussion in mind, there is need of mechanism to 
ensure that not only executive but also civil society has a say in the 
appointment.

Vikas gupta
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SSLV-D1/EOS-02 Mission

SSLV-D1/EOS-02 Mission

 ISRO launched its irst Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV-D1) 
from Sriharikota. 

 It launched Earth Observation Satellite-EOS-02 and a co-passen-
ger student satellite ‘Azaadi SAT’ into low earth orbit (LEO).

 However, after a successful lift-off at initial stage and separation 
of its three stages, the rocket placed satellites into 356 km x 76 
km elliptical orbit instead of the designated 356 km circular or-
bit, making satellites no longer usable.

Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV)

 ISRO developed SSLV is a rocket to launch  satellites weighing 
less than 500kg in Low Earth Orbit and 300 kg to Sun Synchro-
nous Orbit (SSO).

 It is a 3 stage Launch Vehicle con igured with three Solid Propul-
sion Stages and liquid propulsion-based Velocity Trimming Mod-
ule (VTM) as a terminal stage.

 SSLV is con igured with three solid stages 87 t, 7.7 t and 4.5 t.

 SSLV is capable of launching Mini, Micro, or Nanosatellites (10 to 
500 kg mass)

 It is the smallest vehicle at 110-ton mass at ISRO.

 It will take only 72 hours to integrate, unlike the 70 days taken 
now for a launch vehicle. Only six people will be required to do 
the job, instead of 60 people.

 The other features include: it will reduce the cost of launch mis-
sions (is likely to cost a fourth of the current PSLV), shift the bur-
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den of commercial launch from PSLV, Launch on demand feasibil-
ity, etc.

TYPES OF ORBITS

NEO (Near Earth Orbit)

 It lies at a height of about 400 km above the surface of earth.

 It is the orbit closest to the earth, therefore the satellite orbiting 
in NEO has to overcome greater gravitational force of the earth.

 Usually experimental satellites are launched in the NEO.

LEO (Low Earth Orbit)

 It lies at a height of about 900 km above the surface of earth.

 Here both experimental and operational satellites are launched. 
E.g. Remote Sensing Satellite etc.

GSO (Geostationary Orbit)

 It lies at a height of 36,000 km above the equator of the earth.

 It orbits around the earth with a period equal to earth’s average 
rotational period of 23 hours 56 min. 4.09 sec.

 Communication satellites and broadcast satellites operate in this 
orbit.

 Satellites like GSAT series etc.

Sun-synchronous Orbit (SSO)

 SSO is also called a heliosynchronous orbit .

 SSO is a particular kind of polar orbit. Satellites in SSO, traveling 
over the polar regions, are synchronous with the Sun.
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 The SSO satellites rotate w.r.t earth from north to south.

 Altitude range :- 200- 1000 km.

 It is a nearly polar orbit around a planet, in which the satellite 
passes over any given point of the planet’s surface at the same 
local mean solar time.

 More technically, it is an orbit arranged so that it processes 
through one complete revolution each year, so it always main-

tains the same relationship with the Sun.

Anoop

Electricity (Amendment ) Bill, 2022

Electricity (Amendment ) Bill, 2022

Why in the news?

1. Union power minister R.K. Singh tabled the Electricity Amendment 
Bill 2022 ignoring the opposition of the Samyukt Kisan Morcha.

2. Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal objected to the proposed bill, as it can 
target the provision of free electricity in his state of Delhi.

3. Farmers and power sector employees (Eg. Telangana power em-
ployees) also protested against the bill.
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Why this protest???

PROVISIONS PROTEST

The Bill provides for the constitution 
of the Electricity Contract Enforcement 
Authority (ECEA).  The ECEA will have 
sole authority to adjudicate upon spec-
i ied contract-related disputes in the 
electricity sector. A common selection 
committee will be constituted to select 
the chairperson and members of the 
Appellate Tribunal (APTEL), the central 
and state regulatory commissions (CERC, 
SERCs), and ECEA

The proposed common selection 
committee will have chief secretaries 
of two states as members, by rota-
tion.  A concerned state may not have 
a representative in the committee 
when recommending appointments 
to its SERC.  This can go against the 
federal structure.

Provisions vis-à-vis graded revision in 
tariff over a year besides mandatory ix-
ing of maximum ceiling and minimum 
tariff by the appropriate commission.

Free power for farmers and Below 
Poverty Line population will go away 
eventually.

Only government discoms or distribu-
tion companies will have universal pow-
er supply obligations.

Hence  it is likely that private licens-
ees will prefer to supply the electric-
ity in pro it-making areas – to indus-
trial and commercial consumers

Therefore, pro it-making areas will 
be snatched from government dis-
coms and they will become loss-mak-
ing companies

Converting the rate of punishment from 
imprisonment or ine to ine.

This will weaken the hold of the gov-
ernment on the culprits.
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The amendment talks about the par-
ticipation of private players along 
with state-authorized owned power 
distribution companies for electricity 
distribution, given they get the license. It 
also says that distribution licensees can 
use the distribution systems of other 
licensees in the area of supply through 
a system of non-discriminatory open 
access on payment of wheeling charges.

This would eventually lead to the pri-
vatization of the power sector and 
hence the power sector employees 
are protesting.

What is the government’s  stand?

 This would eventually phase out free power political promises and make 
energy more equitable( PM Modi called this as the “Revri Culture”)

 No provision in the bill reduces the power of the state to regulate the 
power distribution sector , power or subsidy.

 The push for RPO( Renewable Purchase obligation) which is mentioned 
in the bill will ful ill India’s power demand which is going to double in the 
next 8 years.

 It is considered to be done to end the “license raaj”.

Way forward.

The bill is currently sent to the standing committee in order to provide the 
scope of accommodation to the reservations of the protestors. Though the 
intent of the government of the day is to reform the debt laden power sector 
but any step in this direction must involve the opinions of all the stakehold-
ers. This would uphold the spirit of democracy and participation in true let-
ter and spirit.

Reference : PRS

Samarth singh
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One District One Product Scheme

One District One Product Initiative

Why in News: The Central Government has initiated the One District One 
Product (ODOP) in diff erent States/UTs of the country. ODOP is seen as a 
transformational step towards realizing the true potential of a district, fueling 
economic growth, generating employment and rural entrepreneurship, taking us 
to the goal of Aatmanirbhar Bharat. 

ODOP initiative is operationally merged with ‘Districts as Export Hub (DEH)’ 
initiative of the DGFT, Department of Commerce, with the Department for 
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) as a major stakeholder.

Aim: The ODOP Initiative is aimed at fostering balanced regional development 
across all districts of the country enabling holistic socio-economic growth 
across all regions. The objective is to convert each District of the country into 
a manufacturing and Export Hub by identifying products with export potential 
in the District. Institutional mechanisms in the form of State Export Promotion 
Committees (SEPCs) and District Export Promotion Committees (DEPCs) have 
been constituted in 36 States/UTs to provide support for export promotion and 
address the bottlenecks for export growth in the districts.

Districts’ Export Action Plans are prepared for identi ied products and ser-
vices for overseas markets, which includes speci ic actions required to sup-
port local exporters /manufacturers in producing/manufacturing identi ied 
products in adequate quantity and with the requisite quality, for reaching 
potential buyers. 

These plans also include identifying and addressing challenges for exports 
of such identi ied products/services, improving supply chains, market ac-
cessibility and handholding for increasing exports. So far, in about 557 dis-
tricts, export plans have been prepared and in about 218 have been adopted 
by DEPCs.

Products have been identi ied under ODOP and DEH across each district in 



22
www.plutusias.com

the country.  The range of the chosen products covers multiple sectors, Min-
istries and Departments, including products of farmers, weavers, artisans, 
other producers  and sellers of districts. 

ODOP/DEH initiatives contribute to the goal of Atma Nirbhar Bharat, 
Vocal for local and Make in India, by providing opportunities for employ-
ment, through signi icantly increasing the manufacturing and exports of 
identi ied products.

It was launched in January 2018, by the Uttar Pradesh Government, and due 
to its success, was later adopted by the Central Government.

Background: The ‘One District, One Product (ODOP) was launched by the 
Ministry of Food Processing Industries in 2018, to help districts reach their full 
potential, foster economic and socio-cultural growth, and create employment 
opportunities, especially in rural areas.

The initiative is carried out with the ‘Districts as Exports Hub’ initiative by 
the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT), Department of Commerce.

It is a centrally sponsored scheme to be shared by the central government 
and states in 60:40 contributions.

The ODOP initiative is aimed at manifesting the vision of the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister of India to foster balanced regional development across all districts 
of the country.

The idea is to select, brand, and promote One Product from each District of 
the country

 For enabling holistic socioeconomic growth across all regions

 To attract investment in the District to boost manufacturing and ex-
ports

 To generate employment in the District

 To provide an ecosystem for Innovation/ use of Technology at the Dis-
trict level to make them competitive with domestic as well as interna-
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tional market

Advantages of the One District One Product (ODOP) initiative

 Numerous micro-enterprises will bene it through access to informa-
tion, better exposure to the market, and formalization.

 It will enable them to formalize, grow and become competitive in na-
tional and global space.

 The project is likely to generate valuable skilled and semi-skilled jobs.

 The scheme envisages increased access to credit by existing micro food 
processing entrepreneurs, women entrepreneurs, and entrepreneurs 
in the  Aspirational Districts.

 There will be better integration with organized markets, boosting the 
artisans and local vendors.

 Increased access to common services like sorting, grading, processing, 
packaging, storage, etc. will be an added advantage.

This information was given by the Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, Shri Som Parkash, in a written reply in the 

Lok Sabha 

Puneet Bhatia

BHIMA KOREGAON CASE

Why in the news?

 The grant of  bail to the 82 year old Telugu poet and activist, Varavara Rao, on 
medical grounds is being considered as a welcome step.

 Varavara Rao , is an accused in the Bhima Koregaon battle violence which took 
place in 2018.

About Bhima koregaon Battle:

 Bhima Koregaon Battle took place on 1st January 1818.
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 Bhima Koregaon is a small village in the Pune district of Maharashtra.

 It is considered to be part of the 3rd Anglo Maratha war.

 The Battle of Bhima Koregaon was fought between the Peshwa faction of the 
Maratha Confederacy and the British East India Company.

Controversy regarding it:

Bhima Koregaon is considered to be the battle between the Upper caste and the 
Mahars who belonged to the backward caste. Let us analyse the scenario of that 
time:

BRITISH EAST INDIA   COMPANY MARATHAS

It was led by Captain Francis F Staunton Peshwa Baji Rao II led the 
Army

Company had around 800 soldiers Marathas had a strong force 
of around 28000

The army majorly constituted the people of 
Mahar caste, who were dalits and untouch-
ables.

Here the army majorly consti-
tuted the upper caste people

They were victorious inspite of the smaller 
number

They were defeated even af-
ter a greater number.

The signi icance of the Bhima Koregaon battle:

 Dalits believed that this was a victory of the Mahar community against the 
caste injustices perpetrated by the Peshwas.

 In Koregaon, the British East India company installed an obelisk or Victory 
Pillar to commemorate those who fought for them.

 On 1st Jan 1927 , BR Ambedkar visited the site of Bhima Koregaon victory 
pillar.

 Every year thousands of his followers visits the victory pillar to commemorate 
his visit.
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Conclusion:

 Caste consciousness is  healthy for society only as long as it is a medium of 
binding it to your culture and coherent religious roots.

 It should not become a medium to divide people by using such caste centric 
events even centuries after its actual occurrence.

Samarth singh

TACTICAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAMME

Ministry of Defense

Why in News: In the month of July 2022, the Indian Air Force (IAF) carried out 
a one-month long engagement with the Egyptian Air Force (EAF) at the Egyptian 
Fighter Weapon School, located in Cairo West Air Force Base. This was a fi rst of its 
kind interaction for both the air forces as it was conducted between their respective 
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Fighter Weapon Schools. On behalf of the IAF, Tactics and Air Combat Development 
Establishment (TACDE) participated in the programme with three Sukhoi-30 MKI 
aircraft and six Combat Instructor Pilots.

The interaction between the two air forces, under the aegis of the Tactical Leader-
ship Program of EAF, saw a fruitful exchange of ideas in the domain of Large Force 
Engagements involving complex, multi-aircraft missions. During the interaction, 
IAF pilots lew alongside those of the EAF in missions of multiple complexities 
with the participants also sharing their experiences in the art and science of air 
combat, while also discussing their best practices. The induction and de-induc-
tion involved lights of over six hours with mid air refueling support from the IAF 
and UAE Air to Air refuellers.

         This programme, involving synergistic air operations, has illustrated a high degree 
of professional trust that has developed between the two Air Forces. The bond between 
the two Air Forces dates back to the 1960s when Gp Capt Kapil Bhargava, an IAF Test 
Pilot, test fl ew the Egyptian prototype of the Helwan HA-300 with Test Pilots from 
the EAF. This was followed by Indian Qualifi ed Flying Instructors training young 
Egyptian pilots – a programme that continued into the 1980s.

About the program-

 This was a irst of its kind interaction for both the air forces as it was conduct-
ed between their respective Fighter Weapon Schools.

 On behalf of the IAF, Tactics and Air Combat Development Establishment (TAC-
DE) participated in the programme with three Sukhoi-30 MKI aircraft and six 
Combat Instructor Pilots.

 The bond between the two Air Forces dates back to the 1960s when Gp Capt 
Kapil Bhargava, an IAF Test Pilot, test lew the Egyptian prototype of the Hel-
wan HA-300 with Test Pilots from the EAF.

Tactics and Air Combat Development Establishment(TACDE)-

 TACDE is an Indian Air Force unit for training aerial combat to its top one per-
cent ighter pilots and is based in Gwalior.

 It was established in 1971 from previously formed Tactics and Combat Devel-
opment and Training Squadron at Adampur, Punjab.

 It was awarded ‘Battle Honors’ by the President of India in 1995 for its role in 
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the Indo-Pak con lict of 1971.

The Indian Air Force (IAF): Is the air arm of the Indian armed forces . Its complement 
of personnel and aircraft assets ranks third amongst the air forces of the world.

Its primary mission is to secure Indian airspace and to conduct aerial war-
fare during armed con lict. It was of icially established on 8 October 1932 as an 
auxiliary air force of the British Empire which honored India’s aviation service during 
World War II with the prefi x Royal.

After India gained independence from the United Kingdom  in 1947, the name 
Royal Indian Air Force was kept and served in the name of Dominion of India. With 
the government’s transition to a Republic in 1950, the pre ix Royal was removed.

Since 1950, the IAF has been involved in four wars with neighboring Pakistan. 
Other major operations undertaken by the IAF include Operation Vijay, operation 
meghdoot, Operation Cactus and Operation Poomalai . The IAF’s mission expands 
beyond engagement with hostile forces, with the IAF participating in united na-
tions peacekeeping missions .

The President of India holds the rank of Supreme Commander of the IAF.

Puneet Bhatia

Electricity (Amendment) Bill 2022 – A Critical Analysis of Power 
Sector

 GS Paper III

It is widely known that India has now become a surplus state in terms of electric-
ity but yet ind it hard to take electricity to every corner of the country. Now the 
union parliament is pondering over a new bill. There is need to take a critical look 
at the Bill.
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Provisions of the Bill:

o It allows multiple Discoms in the same area to boost the competition 
among power distributors.

o There will be “mandatory” ixing of minimum as well as maximum tar-
iff ceilings by the “appropriate commission”. It aims to ensure graded and 
timely tariff revisions.

o The state government will set up Cross-subsidy Balancing Fund, in which 
the commercial consumers will subsidize the residents or farmers.

o Under the electricity act SERCs (State Electricity Regulatory Commis-
sions) speci ies renewable purchase obligations (RPO) for discoms. As 
per the Bill, the central government will provide a minimum value for RPO 
or DISCOMS may face a penalty.

About Electricity Act, 2003:

o It regulates the electricity sector in India by setting up the Central and 
State Electricity Regulatory Commissions (CERC and SERCs) to regulate 
interstate and intrastate matters, respectively.

o It does away with the requirement of approval or clearance from any au-
thority for setting up a captive power plant. Moreover, any person setting 
up a captive power plant can also establish and maintain dedicated trans-
mission lines.

o The Open Access (OA) policy allows consumers with electricity load above 
1 MW to procure electricity directly from electricity markets. Thus, facilitating 
the discovery of a single market price for power around the country. In 
2008, power exchanges were set up to operationalize OA. However, some 
states have imposed significant barriers to OA like cross-subsidy surcharge 
and additional surcharge.

Issues:

o According to WB report titled “the challenge of the distribution in India”:

 Weak distribution network affects the overall performance of the 
India’s power sector.

 The state Discoms have been accumulating losses majorly in UP, TN, 
Haryana and Rajasthan
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o Even the installed capacity is under-utilised as plants have deficiency of 
raw material.

o Private sector and foreign investors are yet to play their role in a major 
way.

o There are few Peaker plants, since there isn’t suf icient incentive for these.

WEF report – Power Sector at ‘in lection point’:

o Though, central government recognises the need of private investment 
and renewables in the energy mix but the problem persist as centre has 
devolved signi icant power to the states. Thus, the cooperation between 
federal and state government is critical.

o Even with huge investments in renewables, most of the electricity over the 
next 2 decades will be generated by burning fossil fuel and hence it is time 
for India to improve the ef iciency of the existing power infrastructure.

o As per IEA’s World Energy Outlook by 2040, China’s net oil imports will be 
nearly 5 times those of the United States, while India’s will easily exceed 
those of the EU.

Issues with the Bill:

o Electricity is a state subject.

o Inequity due to difference of purchasing power and political pow-
er leading to more and better supply to urban areas, while losses to underserved 
areas.

o Fear of end of subsidies by farmers.

o There is fear of privatization of distribution companies.

o It may be backdoor entry to monopoly companies as happened with 
telecom sector.

Thus it appears that the bill aims to take care of certain issues with the power 
sector in India. however provided the withdrawal of government support, the pri-
vate led electricity sector could not be very viable. Keeping the spirit of democra-
cy alive, the bill needs a lot of enhancment.

Vikas Gupta
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Action Plan for Introduction of Cheetah in 
India

Action Plan for Introduction of Cheetah in India

India plans to restore the only large carnivore, the Cheetah, that has become 
extinct in independent India.

This endeavor will achieve the following goals and objectives:

Goal

Establish viable cheetah metapopulation in India that allows the cheetah to per-
form its functional role as a top predator and provide space for the expansion of 
the cheetah within its historical range thereby contributing to its global conser-
vation efforts.

Need for Tiger Conservation: Tigers are at the top of the food chain and are 
sometimes referred to as “umbrella species” that is their conservation also con-
serves many other species in the same area. The Tiger estimation exercise that 
includes habitat assessment and prey estimation re lects the success or failure of 
Tiger conservation efforts. More than 80% of the world’s wild tigers are in India, 
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and it’s crucial to keep track of their numbers. 

Objectives of the project are-

1. To establish breeding cheetah populations in safe habitats across its historical 
range and manage them as a metapopulation.

2. To use the cheetah as a charismatic lagship and umbrella species to garner 
resources for restoring open forest and savanna systems that will bene it bio-
diversity and ecosystem services from these ecosystems.

3. To enhance India’s capacity to sequester carbon through ecosystem restoration 
activities in cheetah conservation areas and thereby contribute towards the 
global climate change mitigation goals.

4. To use the ensuing opportunity for eco-development and eco-tourism to en-
hance local community livelihoods.

5. To manage any con lict by cheetah or other wildlife with local communities 
within cheetah conservation areas expediently through compensation, aware-
ness, and management actions to win community support.

The introduction of the cheetah is not only a species recovery program but an 
effort to restore ecosystems with a lost element that has played a signi icant role 
in their evolutionary history, allow ecosystems to provide services to their full po-
tential, and use the cheetah as an umbrella species for conserving the biodiversity 
of grasslands, savanna and open forest systems.

The word Cheetah is of Sanskrit origin and the cheetah inds mention in the an-
cient texts such as the Vedas and Puranas; it is indeed ironic that the species is 
currently extinct in India. The original threats that resulted in the extinction of 
the cheetah have been abated and India now has the technical and inancial abil-
ity to bring back its lost Natural Heritage for ethical, ecological, and economic 
considerations.

Successful conservation introductions are a blend of best science, technology, so-
ciological aspects and commitment of inancial resources. These aspects are inte-
grated in this Action Plan based on the modern scienti ic approach recommended 
by the latest International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) guidelines for 
reintroduction and other conservation translocations, providing the framework 
for bringing back the charismatic cheetah to India.
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About Cheetahs

 The cheetah is one of the oldest of the big cat species, with ancestors that can 
be traced back more than ive million years to the Miocene era.

 The cheetah is also the world’s fastest land mammal that lives in Africa and 
Asia.

 Cheetah is the only large carnivore to have become extinct in Independent 
India. 

 Cheetah has been an integral part of Indian ecosystems, a major evolutionary 
force, and an important cultural heritage. 

 Their restoration will likely result in better conservation of open forest, grass-
land, and scrub ecosystems for which they will serve as a lagship species.

 IUCN status:

o African Cheetah: Vulnerable

o Asiatic Cheetah: Critically Endangered.

About Tiger Census Report

 The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) in collaboration with the 
State Forest Departments, Conservation NGOs and coordinated by the Wildlife 
Institute of India (WII), conducts a National assessment for the “Status of Tigers, 
Co-predators, Prey and their Habitat” every four years since 2006

 In 2018 and 2019, the 4th cycle of Tiger Estimation was conducted in India. 
Before this, 3 other cycles of assessment have already been held, of which, 
2006 report was peer-reviewed by International experts and the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

 The main objective of reviewing the status of Tigers in the country every four 
years was to ensure that the balance between forest and wildlife is not dis-
rupted. If Tigers were to extinguish it would severely affect the forest and cy-
cle of nature

 The All India Tiger Estimation done quadrennially is steered by the National 
Tiger Conservation Authority with technical backstopping from the Wildlife 
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Institute of India and implemented by State Forest Departments and partners

Status of Tigers in India – Findings Based on Census 
Report 2018

 As of 2019, India’s Tiger population stands at a total of 2967 which is 70 
percent of the global tiger population

 In 2006, the count of Tigers in the country was 1411 and with 2967 Tigers by 
2019, India successfully ful illed its resolve of doubling tiger numbers, 
made at St. Petersburg in 2010, much before the target year of 2022

 The states with the maximum Tiger population included:

o Madhya Pradesh – 526

o Karnataka – 524

o Uttarakhand – 442

o Maharashtra – 312

 It can also be assumed that India has 75% of the global population of Ti-
gers

 While Tamil Nadu’s Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve registered maximum 
improvement since the 2014 census, Dampa Reserve in Mizoram and Rajaji 
Reserve in Uttarakhand had the least Tiger count

 Madhya Pradesh’s Pench Sanctuary and Kerala’s Periyar sanctu-
ary emerged as the best-managed tiger reserves in the country

 Andhra Pradesh, Mizoram and Chattisgarh saw a decline in the number 
of Tigers since 2014. While the count of other states was either constant or 
showed a positive trend

 On comparing the data from all four cycles, there has been a constant increase 
in the count of these striped wildcats after every census. Given below is the 
total count from all the four Census Reports:

o 2006 -1,411

o 2010 – 1,706



34
www.plutusias.com

o 2014 – 2,226

o 2018 – 2,967                                                                                                   

Measures Taken for Tiger Conservation

India and other countries have taken various measures for the conservation of 
Tigers. Given below are a few such measures:

1. Project Tiger – This was launched on April 1, 1973 , and an important move-
ment aimed at the Wildlife conservation of tiger in India. 

2. Global Tiger Initiative – It was launched in 2008 as a global alliance of 
governments, international organizations, civil society, the conservation and 
scientific communities and the private sector, with the aim of working together 
to save wild tigers from extinction

3. Formation of the Global Tiger Initiative Council (GTIC) with two arms – the 
Global Tiger Forum (GTF) and the Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Protection 
Program (GSLEP)

4. More wildlife sanctuaries have been set up across the world to create a safe 
habitat for the striped wildcat

Puneet Bhatia

NAMASTE SCHEME

Why in the news?

 The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment is now preparing to un-
dertake a nationwide survey to enumerate all people engaged in hazard-
ous cleaning of sewers and septic tanks, an activity that has led to at 
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least 351 deaths since 2017.

 Ministry of icials said that the enumeration exercise, soon to be conducted 
across 500 AMRUT (Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transfor-
mation) cities, is part of the Union government’s National Action Plan 
for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem (NAMASTE), which will stream-
line the process of rehabilitating sanitation workers and eventually merge 
with and replace the Self-Employment Scheme for the Rehabilitation of 
Manual Scavengers (SRMS), which was started in 2007.

Features of the Scheme

The Government has formulated a scheme “National Action Plan for Mech-
anised Sanitation Ecosystem (NAMASTE)”. The NAMASTE project is a joint 
project of Ministry of Social    Justice and Empowerment and the Ministry 
of Housing and Urban Affairs.

The project aims to achieve the following outcomes:

 Zero fatalities in sanitation work in India.

 All sanitation work to be performed by skilled workers.

 No sanitation workers should come in direct contact with human fecal 
matter.

 Sanitation workers are to be collectivized into SHGs and are empowered 
to run sanitation enterprises.

 All Sewer and Septic tank sanitation workers (SSWs) have access to alter-
native livelihoods.

 Strengthened supervisory and monitoring systems at national, state and 
ULB levels to ensure enforcement and monitoring of safe sanitation work.

 Increased awareness amongst sanitation services seekers (individuals 
and institutions) to seek services from registered and skilled sanitation 
workers.

Other bene its:

 Capital subsidies of upto 5 lakh on sanitation machinery costing upto 15 
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lakh

 Interest subsidies on loans, where interest rates will be capped between 
4-6% for bene iciaries.

The scheme might be a turning point for the fate of people who are employed 
in this industry and faces not just the physical exploitation, but also the so-
cial (in the form of caste) and economic exploitation.

Samarth singh


