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Why in the news? 

 The grant of  bail to the 82 year old Telugu poet and activist, Varavara Rao, on
medical grounds is being considered as a welcome step.

 Varavara Rao , is an accused in the Bhima Koregaon battle violence which took
place in 2018.

 About Bhima koregaon Battle: 

 Bhima Koregaon Battle took place on 1st January 1818.

 Bhima Koregaon is a small village in the Pune district of Maharashtra.

 It is considered to be part of the 3rd Anglo Maratha war.

 The Battle of Bhima Koregaon was fought between the Peshwa faction of the
Maratha Confederacy and the British East India Company.

Controversy regarding it: 

Bhima Koregaon is considered to be the battle between the Upper caste and the 
Mahars who belonged to the backward caste. Let us analyse the scenario of that 
time: 



 

 BRITISH EAST INDIA   COMPANY MARATHAS 

It was led by Captain Francis F Staunton Peshwa Baji Rao II led the 
Army 

Company had around 800 soldiers Marathas had a strong force 
of around 28000 

The army majorly constituted the people of 
Mahar caste, who were dalits and 
untouchables. 

Here the army majorly 
constituted the upper caste 
people 

They were victorious inspite of the smaller 
number 

They were defeated even 
after a greater number. 

 

The significance of the Bhima Koregaon battle: 

 Dalits believed that this was a victory of the Mahar community against the caste 
injustices perpetrated by the Peshwas. 

 In Koregaon, the British East India company installed an obelisk or Victory 
Pillar to commemorate those who fought for them. 

 On 1st Jan 1927 , BR Ambedkar visited the site of Bhima Koregaon victory pillar. 
 Every year thousands of his followers visits the victory pillar to commemorate 

his visit. 

Conclusion: 

 Caste consciousness is  healthy for society only as long as it is a medium of 
binding it to your culture and coherent religious roots. 

 It should not become a medium to divide people by using such caste centric 
events even centuries after its actual occurrence. 

 
Samarth singh 
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TACTICAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAMME
 

Ministry of Defense 

Why in News: In the month of July 2022, the Indian Air F
one-month long engagement with the Egyptian Air Force (EAF) at the Egyptian 
Fighter Weapon School, located in Cairo West Air Force Base. This was a first of its 
kind interaction for both the air forces as it was conducted between t
respective Fighter Weapon Schools. On behalf of the IAF, Tactics and Air Combat 
Development Establishment (TACDE) participated in the programme with three 
Sukhoi-30 MKI aircraft and six Combat Instructor Pilots

The interaction between the two air for
Leadership Program of EAF, saw a fruitful exchange of ideas in the domain of Large 
Force Engagements involving complex, multi
interaction, IAF pilots flew alongside those of the EAF in miss
complexities with the participants also sharing their experiences in the art and 
science of air combat, while also discussing their best practices. The induction and 
de-induction involved flights of over six hours with mid air refueling su
the IAF and UAE Air to Air refuellers
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         This programme, involving synergistic air operations, has illustrated a 
high degree of professional trust that has developed between the two Air Forces. 
The bond between the two Air Forces dates back to the 1960s when Gp Capt Kapil 
Bhargava, an IAF Test Pilot, test flew the Egyptian prototype of the Helwan HA-300 
with Test Pilots from the EAF. This was followed by Indian Qualified Flying 
Instructors training young Egyptian pilots – a programme that continued into the 
1980s. 

About the program- 

 This was a first of its kind interaction for both the air forces as it was conducted 
between their respective Fighter Weapon Schools. 

 On behalf of the IAF, Tactics and Air Combat Development Establishment 
(TACDE) participated in the programme with three Sukhoi-30 MKI aircraft and 
six Combat Instructor Pilots. 

 The bond between the two Air Forces dates back to the 1960s when Gp Capt 
Kapil Bhargava, an IAF Test Pilot, test flew the Egyptian prototype of the 
Helwan HA-300 with Test Pilots from the EAF. 

Tactics and Air Combat Development Establishment(TACDE)- 

 TACDE is an Indian Air Force unit for training aerial combat to its top one 
percent fighter pilots and is based in Gwalior. 

 It was established in 1971 from previously formed Tactics and Combat 
Development and Training Squadron at Adampur, Punjab. 

 It was awarded ‘Battle Honors’ by the President of India in 1995 for its role in 
the Indo-Pak conflict of 1971. 

The Indian Air Force (IAF): Is the air arm of the Indian armed forces . Its 
complement of personnel and aircraft assets ranks third amongst the air forces of 
the world. 

Its primary mission is to secure Indian airspace and to conduct aerial 
warfare during armed conflict. It was officially established on 8 October 1932 as an 
auxiliary air force of the British Empire which honored India’s aviation service 
during World War II with the prefix Royal. 

After India gained independence from the United Kingdom  in 1947, the name Royal 
Indian Air Force was kept and served in the name of Dominion of India. With the 
government’s transition to a Republic in 1950, the prefix Royal was removed. 



Since 1950, the IAF has been involved in four wars with neighboring Pakistan. 
Other major operations undertaken by the IAF include Operation Vijay, operation 
meghdoot, Operation Cactus and Operation Poomalai . The IAF’s mission expands 
beyond engagement with hostile forces, with the IAF participating in united 
nations peacekeeping missions . 

The President of India holds the rank of Supreme Commander of the IAF. 

Puneet Bhatia 

Electricity (Amendment) Bill 2022 – A 
Critical Analysis of Power Sector 

 GS Paper III
It is widely known that India has now become a surplus state in terms of electricity
but yet find it hard to take electricity to every corner of the country. Now the union
parliament is pondering over a new bill. There is need to take a critical look at the
Bill.

Provisions of the Bill: 

o It allows multiple Discoms in the same area to boost the competition
among power distributors.

o There will be “mandatory” fixing of minimum as well as maximum tariff
ceilings by the “appropriate commission”. It aims to ensure graded and
timely tariff revisions.

o The state government will set up Cross-subsidy Balancing Fund, in which
the commercial consumers will subsidize the residents or farmers.

o Under the electricity act SERCs (State Electricity Regulatory
Commissions) specifies renewable purchase obligations (RPO) for
discoms. As per the Bill, the central government will provide a minimum
value for RPO or DISCOMS may face a penalty.
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o It regulates the electricity sector in India by setting up the Central and
State Electricity Regulatory Commissions (CERC and SERCs) to regulate
interstate and intrastate matters, respectively.

o It does away with the requirement of approval or clearance from any
authority for setting up a captive power plant. Moreover, any person
setting up a captive power plant can also establish and maintain dedicated
transmission lines.

o The Open Access (OA) policy allows consumers with electricity load above
1 MW to procure electricity directly from electricity markets. Thus,
facilitating the discovery of a single market price for power around the
country. In 2008, power exchanges were set up to operationalize OA.
However, some states have imposed significant barriers to OA like cross-
subsidy surcharge and additional surcharge.

Issues: 

o According to WB report titled “the challenge of the distribution in India”:
 Weak distribution network affects the overall performance of the

India’s power sector.
 The state Discoms have been accumulating losses majorly in UP, TN,

Haryana and Rajasthan
o Even the installed capacity is under-utilised as plants have deficiency of

raw material.
o Private sector and foreign investors are yet to play their role in a major

way.
o There are few Peaker plants, since there isn’t sufficient incentive for these.

WEF report – Power Sector at ‘inflection point’: 

o Though, central government recognises the need of private investment and
renewables in the energy mix but the problem persist as centre has
devolved significant power to the states. Thus, the cooperation between
federal and state government is critical.

o Even with huge investments in renewables, most of the electricity over the
next 2 decades will be generated by burning fossil fuel and hence it is time
for India to improve the efficiency of the existing power infrastructure.

o As per IEA’s World Energy Outlook by 2040, China’s net oil imports will be
nearly 5 times those of the United States, while India’s will easily exceed
those of the EU.

About Electricity Act, 2003: 



 

Issues with the Bill: 

o Electricity is a state subject. 
o Inequity due to difference of purchasing power and political 

power leading to more and better supply to urban areas, while losses to 
underserved areas. 

o Fear of end of subsidies by farmers. 
o There is fear of privatization of distribution companies. 
o It may be backdoor entry to monopoly companies as happened with 

telecom sector. 

Thus it appears that the bill aims to take care of certain issues with the power 
sector in India. however provided the withdrawal of government support, the 
private led electricity sector could not be very viable. Keeping the spirit of 
democracy alive, the bill needs a lot of enhancment. 

 
Vikas Gupta 

 
 

https://plutusias.com/user/vikash30/

