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Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act, 2022 

Why in the News? 
Recently, the Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act, 2022 has come into force after 
being passed by the Parliament in April 2022. 

 It replaces the Identification of Prisoners Act, 1920,  and authorizes police officers
to take measurements of people convicted, arrested or facing trial in criminal
cases.

What is the difference between Identification of Prisoners Act 1920 and Criminal 
Procedure Identification Act? 

Comparison of key provisions of the 1920 Act and the Criminal Procedure 
(Identification) Act, 2022 

Identification of Prisoners 
Act, 1920, 

Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act, 2022 

Data permitted to be collected 

 Fingerprints, foot-print
impressions, photographs

Adds: 
(i) biological samples, and their analysis,
(ii) behavioural attributes including signatures,

handwriting, and
(iii) examinations under sections 53 and 53A of CrPC

(includes blood, semen, hair samples, and swabs,
and analyses such as DNA profiling)



 

Identification of Prisoners 
Act, 1920, 

Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act, 2022 

Persons whose data may be collected 

 Convicted or arrested for 
offences punishable with 
rigorous imprisonment of 
one year or more 

 Persons ordered to give 
security for good behaviour 
or maintaining peace 

 Magistrate may order in 
other cases collection from 
any arrested person to aid 
criminal investigation 

 Convicted or arrested for any offence.  However, 
biological samples may be taken forcibly only from 
persons arrested for offences against a woman or a 
child, or if the offence carries a minimum of seven 
years imprisonment 

 Persons detained under any preventive detention 
law 

 On the order of Magistrate, from any person (not 
just an arrested person) to aid investigation 

Persons who may require/ direct collection of data 

 Investigating officer, officer 
in charge of a police station, 
or of rank Sub-Inspector or 
above 

 Officer in charge of a police station, or of rank Head 
Constable or above.  In addition, a Head Warder of a 
prison 

 Magistrate  Metropolitan Magistrate or Judicial Magistrate of 
first class.  In case of persons required to maintain 
good behaviour or peace, the Executive Magistrate 

Issues to be considered 

 Issues of Privacy: 
o The Bill permits the collection of certain identifiable information about individuals 

for the investigation of crime.   
o The information specified under the Bill forms part of the personal data of 

individuals and is thus protected under the right to privacy of individuals.  
o  The right to privacy has been recognised as a fundamental right by the Supreme 

Court (2017). 
o The Court laid out principles that should govern any law that restricts this right.   
o  These include a public purpose, a rational nexus of the law with such purpose, and 

that this is the least intrusive way to achieve the purpose.   

 Issues of Equality: The issue arises due to the fact that: 



 

 (a)  Data can be collected not just from convicted persons but also from persons 
arrested for any offense and from any other person to aid an investigation 

 (b)  The data collected does not need to have any relationship with evidence required 
for the case 

 (c)  The data is stored in a central database which can be accessed widely and not just 
in the case file 

 (d)  The data is stored for 75 years (effectively, for life) 

 (e)  Safeguards have been diluted by lowering the level of the official authorised to 
collect the data 

What is the Significance of the Act? 

1. Modern Techniques are employed: The Act makes provisions for the use of 
modern techniques to capture and record appropriate body measurements. 

 While if we talk about the existing law, it allowed taking only fingerprint and 
footprint impressions of a limited category of convicted persons. 

Investigation will become more efficient: 

 It provides legal sanction for taking appropriate body measurements of persons who 
are required to give such measurements and will make the investigation of crime 
more efficient and expeditious and will also help in increasing the conviction rate. 

Investing Agencies will have a helping hand: 

 It seeks to expand the ‘ambit of persons’ whose measurements can be taken as this 
will help the investigating agencies to gather sufficient legally admissible 
evidence and establish the crime of the accused person. 

The way forward? 
The above law may have serious repercussions on the privacy and equality of the people. 
But since it has now become the law of the land, therefore the efforts are needed from 
the side of the government that such efforts must align with the Right to privacy as well. 
This is because privacy is a fundamental right after KS PUTTASWAMY JUDGEMENT of the 
Supreme Court. 
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UDAN Scheme 
Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik Scheme 

 
 
Why in News: UDAN Scheme of Ministry of Civil Aviation completes 5 years of success.  
More than one crore passengers have flown since the inception of the scheme. 425 New 
routes started under the scheme. 58 airports, 8 heliports and 2 water aerodromes have 
been connected. 1000 Routes and 220 airports are planned to be facilitated under the 
scheme by 2026 
 
Ministry: Ministry of Civil Aviation’s flagship program Regional Connectivity Scheme 
UDAN (UdeDeshkaAamNagrik) has completed 5 years of success since the launch of its 
first flight by the Prime Minister on 27th April 2017.  
 
Origin: The scheme was initiated on 21st October 2016 with the objective to fulfill the 
aspirations of the common citizen by following the vision of ‘UdeDeshkaAamNagrik’, 
with an enhanced aviation infrastructure and air connectivity in tier II and tier III cities. 
In the last five years, UDAN has significantly increased the regional air-connectivity in 
the country. There were 74 operational airports in 2014. Because of the UDAN scheme 
this number has increased to 141 by now. 
 
68 underserved/unserved destinations which include 58 Airports, 8 Heliports & 2 Water 
Aerodromes have been connected under UDAN scheme. With 425 new routes initiated 
under the scheme, UDAN has provided air connectivity to more than 29 States/ UTs 
across the length and breadth of the country. More than one crore passengers have 
availed the benefits of this scheme as on 4th August 2022. The scheme has also provided 
a much-needed platform to the regional carriers to scale up their operations. 
 
220 destinations (airports/heliports/water aerodromes) under UDAN are targeted to be 
completed by 2026 with 1000 routes to provide air connectivity to unconnected 
destinations in the country. Under UDAN, 954 routes have already been awarded to 
connect 156 airports. 



 

On the occasion, Minister of Civil Aviation Shri Jyotiraditya M. Scindia said, “The Success 
of RCS UDAN is a demonstration of the government’s commitment to the Prime 
Minister’s vision of ‘Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik’.  
It has played a great role in the transformation of the Indian aviation industry. So far 
under this scheme, we have 425 routes aiming to go up to 1000 routes, 68 new airports 
aiming to touch 100 airports. In the next 4 years we are expecting 40 crore travelers 
through Civil Aviation in India.  
 
That day is not far when along with rail transport and road transport Civil Aviation will 
become the bulwark of the transportation in India.” 
 
RCS-UDAN was formulated based on the review of The National Civil Aviation Policy 
(NCAP)-2016 and it was planned to remain in force for a period of 10 years. It has a self-
financing mechanism with the development of Regional Connectivity Fund (RCF). Under 
this Scheme, RCF was created, which funds the VGF requirements of the scheme through 
a levy on certain domestic flights. This way, funds generated from the sector themselves 
stimulate the growth and development of the sector. 
 
The UDAN Scheme has benefitted a diverse set of stakeholders. Passengers have got the 
benefits of air connectivity, airlines have received concessions for operating regional 
routes, unserved regions have received the direct and indirect benefits of air connectivity 
for their economic development. 
 
UDAN created a framework based on the need and led to the formulation of: 
 Lifeline UDAN (for transportation of medical cargo during pandemic). 
 Krishi UDAN (value realization of agriculture products especially in Northeastern 

Region {NER} and tribal districts). 
 International UDAN routes for NER to explore International Connectivity from / to 

Guwahati and Imphal. 
 
Lifeline UDAN – Lifeline UDAN initiative commenced in March 2020 during COVID-19 
period and it helped to operate 588 flights transporting almost 1000 Tones of 
voluminous cargo and essential medical services to various parts of the country. 
 
RCS-UDAN was awarded the Prime Minister’s Award for Excellence in Public 
Administration under Innovation Category for the year 2020.   
Republic Day Tableau for 26th January 2022 on UDAN was adjudged as the Best 
Tableau by the Ministry of Defense. 
 
Phases Under the Scheme: 
UDAN 1.0 and 2.0: During RCS-UDAN version 1.0 & 2.0, 66 airports were identified and 
31 heliports (28 unserved heliports and 3 unserved airports). 



 

UDAN 3.0: During UDAN version 3.0, to increase the tourism potential at the coastal 
areas, Tourism routes in coordination with the Ministry of Tourism and Seaplanes for 
connecting Water Aerodromes were included. 
UDAN 4.0: The focus of UDAN 4.0 is on priority areas like the NorthEast Region, Hilly 
States, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh and Islands. 
 
Salient Features of UDAN Scheme 
 The plan calls for the revival of existing airstrips and airports to provide connectivity 

to the country’s underserved and unserved airports. The scheme is in place for a ten-
year period. 

 Airports that have fewer than one flight per day are considered underserved, while 
airports that have no operations are considered unserved. 

 Selected airlines are given financial incentives from the central government, state 
governments, and airport operators. 

 These incentives are given to encourage operations from unserved and under-served 
airports while keeping airfares low. 

 Airlines are awarded routes through a bidding process and must offer airfares of 2,500 
per hour of flight. 

 A minimum of 50% of an aircraft’s total seats must be available at a lower cost. 
 The government provides a three-year subsidy to airlines in order to enable them to 

offer low-cost flights. 
 In the first three years, the government had set aside $4,500 crore for the revival of 50 

airports. 
 A competitive bidding process is used to select the participating airlines. 
 The maximum fare for the fixed-wing aircraft is Rs. 2500 per hour, which covers 50% 

of the seating capacity for unserved and under-developed regional airports. 
 The remaining 50% of seating capacity is charged at market rate. 
 The scheme was decided to be updated quarterly in accordance with the Consumer 

Price Index. 
 The cargo flights will be provided with the same services as this scheme, but the VGP 

service will not be available. 
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