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Har Ghar Jal Utsav 

The Har Ghar Jal Utsav under Jal Jeevan Mission 

Why in News: The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi addressed the Har Ghar Jal 
Utsav under Jal Jeevan Mission via a video message and Explained the Mission. 

10 crore rural households of the country have been connected to piped clean water 
facilities. Goa becomes the first Har Ghar Jal certified state. Dadra Nagar Haveli and 
Daman and Diu become the first Union territories to achieve the feat.  

One lakh villages in different states of the country have turned ODF plus. There 
cannot be a better beginning for Amrit Kaal.  



 

7 crore rural households connected with piped water in just 3 years compared to 
just 3 crore households in 7 decades. This is an example of the same human-
centered development.  

Jal Jeevan Abhiyan is not just a government scheme, but it is a scheme run by the 
community, for the community. People’s power, women power, and power of 
technology are powering the Jal Jeevan Mission 

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi  addressed the Har Ghar Jal Utsav under 
Jal Jeevan Mission via a video message. The event took place at Panaji Goa. Chief 
Minister of Goa Shri Pramod Sawant, Union Minister Shri Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat were among those present on the occasion. The Prime Minister greeted 
Shri Krishna devotees on the auspicious occasion of Janmashtami. 

At the outset, the Prime Minister shared every Indian’s pride in three important 
milestones related to the huge goals that India is working on in Amrit Kaal, that 
were accomplished.  

He said “Firstly, today 10 crore rural households of the country have been 
connected to piped clean water facilities. This is a big success of the government’s 
campaign to deliver water to every household. This is a great example of ‘Sabka 
Prayas’”.  

Secondly, he congratulated Goa for becoming the first Har Ghar Jal certified state 
where every household is connected to piped water. He also acknowledged Dadra 
Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu as first Union territories to achieve the feat.  

The Prime Minister lauded the people, government and local self-government 
institutions for their efforts. He informed that many states are going to join the list 
very soon. 

The third achievement, the Prime Minister informed, is that one lakh villages in 
different states of the country have turned ODF plus. After the country was 
declared Open Defecation Free (ODF) a few years ago, the next resolution was to 
achieve ODF plus status for villages i.e. they should have community toilets, plastic 
waste management, grey water management and Gobardhan projects. 

Underlining the water security challenge that the world is facing, the Prime 
Minister said that water scarcity can become a huge obstacle in accomplishing the 
resolution of Developed India – Viksit Bharat. “Our government has been working 
relentlessly for the last 8 years for the projects of water security”, he said. 
Reiterating the need for a long-term approach above selfish short-term approach, 
the Prime Minister emphasized “It is true that to form a government, one does not 



 

have to work that hard as one has to work to build a country. We have all chosen to 
work for nation building.  

That is why we are working on the challenges of the present and the future. Those 
who do not care about the country, are not bothered about spoiling the present or 
future of the country. Such people can definitely talk big, but can never work with a 
big vision for water.” 

Talking about the multi-pronged approach of the government to ensure water 
security, the Prime Minister listed initiatives like ‘Catch the Rain’, Atal Bhujal 
Scheme, 75 Amrit Sarovars in every district, river-linking and Jal Jeevan Mission. 
He said that the number of Ramsar wetland Sites in India has gone up to 75, out 
of which 50 were added in the last 8 years. 

“There cannot be a better beginning of Amrit Kaal”, the Prime Minister said, 
lauding the feat of connecting 7 crore rural households with piped water in just 3 
years whereas in 7 decades since Independence only 3 crore households had this 
facility. He said “There were about 16 crore rural households in the country, who 
had to depend on outside sources for water. We could not have left such a large 
population of the village fighting for this basic need.  

That’s why 3 years ago I had announced from the Red Fort that every house would 
get piped water. 3 lakh 60 thousand crore rupees are being spent on this campaign. 
Despite the interruptions caused by the biggest epidemic of 100 years, the pace of 
this campaign did not slow down. The result of this continuous effort is that in just 
3 years, the country has done more than double the work done in 7 decades. This is 
an example of the same human-centered development, which I talked about this 
time from the Red Fort” 

The Prime Minister highlighted the benefit of Har Ghar Jal for the future 
generation and women. He said as the main sufferer of the problems related to 
water, women are at the center of the government’s efforts. It is improving the ease 
of living for women and giving them a key role in water governance. “Jal Jeevan 
Abhiyan is not just a government scheme, but it is a scheme run by the community, 
for the community”, he said. 

The Prime Minister said that four pillars are at the basis of the success of Jal 
Jeevan Mission i.e. people’s participation, stakeholder participation, political will 
and optimum utilization of Resources. Local people and Gram Sabhas and other 
institutions of local governance have been given an unprecedented role in the 
campaign.  



 

Local women are trained for water testing and are members of 
‘Paani Samitis’. Stakeholder participation is evident in enthusiasm shown by 
panchayats, NGOs, educational institutions and all the ministries. Similarly, 
achieving much more in just 7 years than what was achieved in the last 7 decades 
indicates political will. Optimum utilization of resources is reflected in synergizing 
with schemes like MGNREGA.  

Saturation of piped water will also eliminate possibility of any discrimination, he 
added. 

Referring to use of technology like geo-tagging of water assets and Internet of 
things solutions for water supply and quality control, the Prime Minister 
pointed out that people’s power, women power, and power of technology are 
powering the Jal Jeevan Mission. 
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Bilkis Bano Case and the mechanism of 
Remission 

 
Why in the news? 

Eleven convicts in 2002 Bilkis Bano case, sentenced to life imprisonment, 
were released from Godhra sub-jail on August 15 this year, under Gujarat 
government’s remission policy. 

What is Bilkis Bano Case?  

 On February 27, 2002,  Godhara riots erupted in Gujarat after Sabarmati 
train was burnt and over 50 karsevaks were killed on that train.  

 Fearing the outbreak of this violence during that time , Bilkis fled from her 
village with her three year-old daughter and 15 other family members. 

 Bilkis , her mother and her daughter were raped and brutally assaulted. 
Among the family members, only Bilkis, a man, and a three-year-old 
survived the attack. 
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 After the trial in 2008, the Special CBI Court sentenced 11 men to life 
imprisonment on the charges of conspiring to rape a pregnant woman, 
murder unlawful assembly under the Indian Penal Code. 

  The court acquitted seven other accused for lack of evidence. One of the 
accused had died during the trial. 

  

What is contemporary development? 

 Gujarat government has recently granted remission to all the 11 accused. 
  Premature release of 11 convicts in the Bilkis Bano case by the Gujarat 

Government has generated some critical reactions throughout the country. 

What is mechanism of remission? 

 The Constitution of India conferred the power on the President of India 
and the Governors of the States by Articles 72 and 161 respectively. 

 When the President or the state Governor chooses the pardoning power of 
Remission, he acts to reduce the period of the sentence but the character of 
the sentence remains the same. For example, a sentence of rigorous 
imprisonment for two years may be remitted to rigorous imprisonment for 
one year but the imprisonment remains rigorous. 

Other pardoning powers 

1. Pardon–  When the President pardons, both the sentence and the 
conviction of the convict completely absolve the sentences, punishments 
and disqualifications. 

2. Reprieve– When the President chooses the pardoning power of ‘Reprieve’; 
he stays the execution of a sentence (especially that of death) for a 
temporary period. By doing this, he enables the convict to have time to seek 
pardon or commutation from him 

3. Respite– When the President uses the pardoning power of ‘Respite’, he 
chooses to award a lesser sentence in place of one originally awarded to the 
convict. For example, due to some special fact, such as the physical 
disability of a convict or the pregnancy of a woman offender, the President 
can use this power. 



 

4. Commute– When the President chooses to use this pardoning power of 
‘Commute; he substitutes one form of punishment for a lighter form. It can 
be explained through an  example, a death sentence may be commuted to 
rigorous imprisonment, which in turn may be commuted to simple 
imprisonment. 
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