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DRDO successfully test fires 
indigenously developed ATGMs 

DRDO successfully test fires indigenously 
developed laser-guided ATGMs 

Why in News: Indigenously developed Laser-Guided Anti-Tank 
Guided Missiles (ATGM) were successfully test-fired from Main 
Battle Tank (MBT) Arjun by Defense Research and Development 
Organization (DRDO) and Indian Army at KK Ranges with support of 
Armored Corps Center & School (ACC&S) Ahmednagar in 
Maharashtra on August 04, 2022.  

The missiles hit with precision and successfully destroyed the targets 
at two different ranges. Telemetry systems have recorded the 
satisfactory flight performance of the missiles. 



 

The all-indigenous Laser Guided ATGM employs a tandem High 
Explosive Anti-Tank (HEAT) warhead to defeat Explosive Reactive 
Armor (ERA) protected armored vehicles. The ATGM has been 
developed with multi-platform launch capability and is currently 
undergoing technical evaluation trials from the 120 mm rifled gun of 
MBT Arjun. 

Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh has complimented DRDO and 
Indian Army for successful performance of the Laser Guided ATGMs. 
Secretary, Department of Defense R&D and Chairman DRDO Dr. G 
Satheesh Reddy congratulated the teams associated with the test 
firing of Laser Guided ATGMs. 

About DRDO: The Defense Research and Development Organization 
(DRDO)  is the premier agency under the Department of Defense 
Research and Development in the ministry of defense of the 
Government of India, charged with the military’s research and 
development, headquartered in Delhi, India.  

It was formed in 1958 by the merger of the Technical Development 
Establishment and the Directorate of Technical Development and 
Production of the Indian ordinance factories with the Defense 
Science Organization. Subsequently, the Defense Research & 
Development Service (DRDS) was constituted in 1979 as a service of 
Group ‘A’ Officers / Scientists directly under the administrative 
control of the Ministry of Defense. 

Anti-Tank Guided Missiles: 

ATGMs are primarily designed to hit and destroy heavily armored 
military vehicles. 

The missiles can be transported by a single soldier, to larger 
tripod-mounted weapons, which require a squad or team to 
transport and fire, to vehicle and aircraft mounted missile systems. 



 

This type of guided missiles rely on an electro-optical imager 
(IIR) seeker, a laser or a W-band radar seeker in the nose of the 
missile. 

These are ‘fire-and-forget’ missiles where the operator can 
retreat right after firing as there is no more guidance required. 

Laser-Guided ATGM: 

The all-indigenous Laser Guided ATGM employs a tandem High 
Explosive Anti-Tank (HEAT) warhead to defeat Explosive Reactive 
Armor (ERA) protected armored vehicles. 

The ATGM has been developed with multi-platform launch capability 
and is currently undergoing technical evaluation trials from the 120 
mm rifled gun of MBT Arjun. 

Some other Anti-tank Missiles: 

Helina: 

It has a maximum range of seven kilometers and has been designed 
and developed for integration on the weaponized version of the ALH 
(Advanced Light Helicopter). 

The missile system has all-weather, day, and night capability and can 
defeat battle tanks with conventional armor as well as explosive 
reactive armor. 

The Nag:  

It is a third-generation fire-and-forget missile developed for 
mechanized formations to engage heavily fortified enemy tanks. 

SANT:  

It is a Smart Stand-off Anti-Tank Missile being developed for 
launch from the Mi-35 Helicopter for the Air Force’s anti-tank 
operations. 



 

MPATGM:  

It stands for Man-Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile which has a 
range of 2.5 kilometers, with fire-and-forget and top attack 
capabilities for infantry use. 

 
Puneet Bhatia 

 
Democracy is waiting in Jammu and Kashmir 

Democracy is waiting in Jammu and Kashmir 

Why in news? 

Three years have elapsed since the orders were passed separating 
the State of Jammu and Kashmir into two Union Territories in 
accordance with Article 370 of the Indian Constitution. 

Reasons behind the bifurcation of state: 

 Both security and militancy would be eliminated. 
 The inhabitants of the erstwhile State would benefit as it 

integrated with the Indian economy. 
 Pandits from Kashmir who have lived as internal refugees for 

more than 30 years would be allowed to go home. 
 It would usher in a new era of non-dynastic politics. 

What harsh measures were implemented after the bifurcation? 

 Arrests without a trial—Several hundreds of people were 
detained without being brought to trial in 2019. 

https://plutusias.com/user/puneet34/


 

 Media repression—Despite criticism from the Supreme Court in 
the Mohammed Zubair case, the media is nonetheless restrained, 
and journalists are frequently detained. 

 Elections that were delayed despite the delimitation commission’s 
exercise being finished have not yet been notified. 

 Imposition of President’s Rule: For the past four years, Jammu and 
Kashmir has been governed by both the President and the 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

 Deaths of civilians: The Home Ministry reports that between 2019 
and 2021, there were more civilian deaths than during Mr. Modi’s 
first term (2014-19). 

 Alienation and insurgency: The Valley is so hostile toward the 
Indian Union that public support for insurrection is at an all-time 
high. 

 The South Asia Terrorism Portal reports that between 2019 and 
2021, 437 Kashmiri youngsters joined the ranks of the insurgency. 

 Economic decline: According to the NITI Aayog, Jammu and 
Kashmir dropped from being one of the best-performing States in 
the Indian Union to being among the worst last year. 

 Attacks by militants: Just like in the 1990s, Kashmiri Pandits are 
once again the focus of terrorist violence. 

 Report of the Delimitation Commission: Under general 
observations on methodology, the crucial point of why Jammu has 
gained 6 Assembly seats and the Valley only 1, has been glossed 
over. 

What next ? 

The first action that needs to be taken right away is holding assembly 
elections. 

It would be in the spirit of “cooperative federalism” if they could be 
held under the earlier delimitation and the current report of the 
commission presented to the new Assembly for discussion. 



 

The restoration of statehood has been regularly promised by Home 
Minister Shah, but three years is a long time to keep that pledge 
without carrying it out. 

 
Vivek Raj 

 

Revdi Culture – A slang for underprivileged 
or a Genuine concern for development 

 

Freebies like free power and a monthly stipend to women are among 
promises made by parties and this is common in elections in state 
after state. Earlier this month, the PM said it’s time to stop this 
practice and called it the ‘revdi’ culture hurting the country, its 
development and well-being. Election Commission of India 
(ECI) cannot regulate policy decisions regarding the 
“offering/distribution of any freebies either before or after the 
election”. 

  

Impact of such freebies on state budgets: 

 Expenditure side. 
 Revenue side. 
 Negative impact on state-owned enterprises. 
 Low tax collections: due to Free electricity, free water, free rides 

etc., there is no realization of tax on these. 

Debate on Government Intervention in form of freebies/welfare 
measure: 

Basically, all contemporary debate can be divided into two segments 
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 Those who advocate government 
 Those who are against government intervention. 

Against government intervention 

Scholars associated with Neo-Liberal School like Fredrich Hayek 
and Robert Nozick argue against any kind of government 
intervention. 

 Building on the wok of Classical Economist Adam Smith, who 
had given the Idea of “Invisible Hand”, the Neo-liberal scholars 
argue that the Market is like a nervous system capable of 
receiving unlimited stimulus. 

 Basically, they argue that there is no need for any government 
intervention in any sphere of socio-economic development of 
society. The Market forces are capable of that. 

 That is why, father of Neo-Liberalism Hayek has termed 
Planning as “Road to Serfdom”. 

  

In favor of Government Intervention 

Countering the argument of Neo-liberal scholars there are various 
scholars who argue in favor of state intervention. 

 Scholars like Naom Chomsky, have criticized the “policy of no-
intervention”, arguing that the state not only works as a policy 
planner but it carries out various activities that build the 
capacity of individuals to better enjoy the available resources. 
Thereby increasing the overall socio-economic status of the entire 

 Similarly, Indian-American economist Amartya Sen has argued 
that the state is an important tool to realize the “Equality of 
Capability”, which is more significant than “Equality of 
Opportunity” and even “Equality of Resources.” 



 

 For example, by providing free and quality education and 
health to all citizens, the state basically ensures that everyone 
can have the ability to compete at equal footing. 

 Moreover, Raghu Ram Rajan, in his book “the Third pillar – 
how market and state leave people behind”, has argued 
that there are places where market forces fail and the state has 
to provide services to ensure dignity of individual and equal 
chance to development. 

  

Recent Efforts: 

 To determine if it is possible to restrict the distribution of freebies 
by political parties using public funds, Supreme Court’s direct 
union government should engage the finance commission. 

 The Supreme Court has decided to set up an expert group with 
representation from Niti Aayog, Finance Commission, Election 
commission, RBI and political parties to study the impact of 
freebies on tax payers and economy, and recommend measures to 
regulate it. 

  

Measures to mitigate the negative impacts: 

 The Finance Commission (an independent authority) can 
consider the state’s debt, when allocating funds to other states 
and use that information to determine if the state’s economy 
would remain resilient over time in the face of subsidies. 

 Increasing the effectiveness of the Election Commission of India 
(ECI) by adding giveaways to the Moral Code of Conduct (MCC) 
and controlling manifestos. 



 

 Increasing transparency to make sure it reaches the intended 
recipients. A agricultural loan forgiveness, for instance, only 
applies to genuine farmers. 

 Modifying the FRBM Act by putting a cap on the amount that can 
be spent on loan waivers, free power, and water. 

  

Conclusion: 

Thus, it is evident that the presence of freebies could be good 
economic stimulus provided that sad state of affairs of the Indian 
economy. However, excessive freebies that too when economy is 
running well could be counterproductive. 

 
Vikas gupta 
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