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WHO put a ban on Indian Cough Syrup

Prelims: national and international current affairs 

Mains: GS II: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate

Story behind

 The World Health Organization (WHO) has raised an alert over an Indian company that made 
four fevers, cold and cough syrup after 66 children died in the Gambia, an African Country, 
urging people to not use them.

What did the WHO say?

 “The four medicines are cough and cold syrups produced by Maiden Pharmaceuticals Limited, in 
India. They failed the test as they have unacceptable amounts of diethylene glycol and ethylene 
glycol as contaminants”, the global health agency stated.  According to the tentative results 
received by the WHO, four out of the 23 samples tested have been found to contain either 
Diethylene Glycol/Ethylene Glycol.

 All four syrups — Promethazine Oral Solution, Kofexmalin Baby Cough Syrup, Makoff Baby Cough 
Syrup and Magrip N Cold Syrup – are made by Haryana-based Maiden Pharmaceuticals.

About World Health Organization (WHO)

 It is a particularized agency of the United Nations responsible for international public health

 The Headquartered Of WHO is in Geneva, Switzerland, it has six regional of ices and 150 ield 
of ices worldwide

 It was established on 7 April 1948

 The WHO Constitution states its main objective as “the attainment by all peoples of the highest 
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possible level of health”

 Laboratory analysis of samples of each of the four products con irms that they contain unaccept-
able amounts of diethylene glycol and ethylene glycol as contaminants.

The objectives of the WHO are

 To operate as the directing and coordinating authority on international health work

 To setup  and support effective collaboration with the United Nations, specialized agencies, gov-
ernmental health administrations, professional groups and such other organizations as may be 
deemed appropriate

 To facilitate  Governments, upon request, in strengthening health services

 To furnish appropriate technical assistance and, in emergencies, necessary aid upon the request 
or acceptance of Governments

 To supply or assist in providing, upon the request of the United Nations, health services and facil-
ities to special groups, such as the peoples of trust territories

 To establish and maintain such administrative and technical services as may be required, includ-
ing epidemiological and statistical services

 To boost and advance work to eradicate epidemic, endemic and other diseases

 To encourage, in cooperation with other specialized agencies where necessary, the prevention of 
accidental injuries

 To encourage, in cooperation with other specialized agencies where necessary, the improvement 
of nutrition, housing, sanitation, recreation, economic or working conditions and other aspects of 
environmental hygiene

 To help in cooperation among scienti ic and professional groups which contribute to the advance-
ment of health

 To develop conventions, agreements and regulations, make recommendations with respect to in-
ternational health matters and perform

 WHO and India

 India became a party of  WHO on 12 January 1948.

 The regional of ice for South East Asia is located in New Delhi.

 The irst session of the WHO regional committee was held in 1948, and was inaugurated by Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of India and was addressed by the WHO Director-General

Di-ethylene Glycol and Ethylene Glycol

 Di-ethylene Glycol and   Ethylene Glycol are considered venomous for the human body. They can be 
the cause of kidney and neurological toxicity when consumed. This toxicity has been found a cause 
in several cases of mass poisoning when consumed via drugs.

 They are  Hygroscopic sweetish liquid which has no colour, and no particular smell. They can make 
a homogenous mixture of water, alcohol, ether, acetone, and ethylene glycol.
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 The poisonous effects of Diethylene Glycol and  Ethylene Glycol can result in abdominal pain, vom-
iting, diarrhoea, inability to pass urine, headache, altered mental state, and acute kidney injury.

 As per a paper in the National Library of Medicine, 10 DEG mass poisonings have occurred over 
the past 70 years. These mass poisonings were all caused by DEG-contaminated liquid or ointment 
medications. DEG contamination happens when it is used in medicinal products instead of safer—
but more expensive—diluents such as pharmaceutical-grade glycerin.

Difference between Di-ethylene Glycol and Ethylene Glycol

 Ethylene glycol is commonly used in the manufacturing of  polyester ibres, paints and polyethene 
terephthalate (PET)

 On the other hand, DEG is used to break luid in cigarette and paper treatment and also in some 
dyes, due to its hygroscopic property, 

How these contaminants enter the drug-supply chain

 Complexities in the distribution of glycerin and other pharmaceutical raw materials that may 
involve many import and export handlers cause these contaminants to creep into such glycerin-
based medical products.

 DEG has also been used illegally as a cheap substitute solvent in drug manufacturing.

 As a result of it, it contributes to the risk of such adulteration is inadequate international regulations 
and the lack of analytical methods, according to scientists.

Symptoms  

 The adulterant can result in renal and neurological toxicity if ingested, which, in common lan-
guage, they can affect the brain and kidney functions.

 Acute kidney injury is commonly the main cause of death, which occurs anywhere between 8 and 
24 hours after exposure if the dose is high.

Central Drugs Standard Control Organization CDSCO

 The CDSCO stands for  Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO)

 It is the national regulatory body of India, regulated the following :

1. Cosmetics

2. Pharmaceuticals

3. Medical devices

4. It also executes an alike job to the:

5. European Union’s European Medicines Agency

6. Japan’s PMDA

7. The United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

8. The United Kingdom’s Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency
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9. China’s National Medical Products Administration (NMPA)

 The Government of India has announced a proposal to have the CDSCO assess all medical devices, 
including implants and contraception.

 The Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) regulates pharmaceuticals and medical devices under 
the CDSCO.

 The body works under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

 The Drug Technical Advisory Board (DTAB) and the Drug Consultative Committee (DCC) advise 
the DCGI.

Some of the roles of  CDSCO are as follows

 Specify the standards and measures for ensuring the safety, ef icacy and quality of drugs, cosmet-
ics, diagnostics and devices in the country.

 Supervises the market authorization of new drugs and clinical trial standards.

 Govern the drug imports and approves licenses to manufacture the above-mentioned products.

 It also controls the export of drugs in India, any manufacturer with certi ication from CDSCO can 
export drugs outside India.

The Related Regulations in India

 The Drugs and Cosmetics Act:

 The Drugs and Cosmetics Act, of 1940 and Rules 1945 have assigned various responsibilities to 
central and state regulators for the regulation of drugs and cosmetics.

 It stipulates the administrative guidelines for issuing licenses to manufacture Ayurvedic, Siddha, 
and Unani medicines.

 It is compulsory for the manufacturers to practice according to the prescribed requirements for 
licensing of manufacturing units & medicines along with proof of safety & effectiveness, and com-
pliance with the Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP).

Farhin
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Government appoints commission to study Scheduled Caste status of 
Dalits post conversion

CONTEXT

The Central Government has constituted a three-member commission of Inquiry headed by ex-CJI 
Justice K.G. Balakrishnan to examine the issue of extending Scheduled Caste status to  Dalits who 
have converted to religions other than Buddhism or Sikhism. The Commission will submit the report 
within 2 years. 

THE CURRENT STATUS

 As of now, the bene its of reservation are available only to Dalit Hindus, Buddhists, and Sikhs. They 
are not available to Dalit Muslims or Christians

 There have been demands and various petitions pending before the Supreme Court to extend 
Scheduled Caste reservation to Dalits who converted to Christianity or Islam. 

 The demand for the reservation has been on account of historic injustice in the form of discrimina-
tion and untouchability. 

(pic credit: Times of India)

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS

 According to Article 341(1) of the Constitution, The President may concerning any State or Union 
territory, and where it is a State after consultation with the Governor thereof, by public notification, 
specify the castes, races, or tribes or parts of or groups within castes, races or tribes which shall for 
the purpose of this Constitution be deemed to be Scheduled Castes in relation to that State or Union 
territory, as the case may be.

 According to Article 341(2), Parliament can then by law include in or exclude from the list of 
Scheduled Castes such communities which have been speci ied under the Presidential noti ication 
under Article 341(1)

PRIOR EFFORTS

 This is not the irst time that efforts are being made to bring Dalit Christians and Muslims under the 
ambit of Scheduled Cates.

 The UPA Government under the then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh had set up two important 
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commissions to examine the issue – Ranganath Misra Commission and Rajinder Sachar Commis-
sion.

 Ranganath Misra Commission,(2004) recommended giving SC status to Dalits belonging to all 
religions. It recommended 10% reservation for Muslims and 5% reservation for other minorities in 
government jobs 

 It found the caste system to be “an all-pervading social phenomenon in India shared by almost all 
Indian communities”. It emphasized the constitutional need to eliminate the religion-based dis-
crimination underlying the present policy of limiting SC status to Hindus, Sikhs, and Buddhists. 

 In furtherance of this, it recommended abrogating the Scheduled Caste Order of 1950 which exclud-
ed Muslims, Christians, Jains, and Parsis from the purview of SC reservation.

 The report, however, was not implemented on the ground of lack of suf icient data. 

 Rajinder Sachar Commission (2005), was headed by former Chief Justice of Delhi High Court 
Rajinder Sachar.

 The commission set up an Equal Opportunity Commission to look into grievances of deprived 
groups like minorities.

 It also recommended creating a nomination procedure to increase the participation of minorities 
in public bodies

 In addition to these panels, the National Commission for Scheduled Castes and the National Com-
mission for Minorities had also recommended providing SC status to Dalit Muslims and Dalit Chris-
tians in af idavits iled before the Supreme Court in 2011.

BALAKRISHNAN COMMISSION (2022)

 While Justice K.G Balakrishnan will chair the commission, other members include Professor Sush-
ma Yadav, UGC, and retired IAS of icer Ravinder Kumar Jain. 

 The commission will study and submit its recommendation if SC status can be accorded to religions 
other than Hindus, Sikhs, and Buddhists.

 The Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950, originally provided SC reservation only to Hin-
dus. It was amended in 1956 to include Sikh communities. Thereafter, it was amended again in 
1990 to include Buddhist communities as SCs.

 The commission will also look into the changes Scheduled Caste persons go through on converting 
to other religions in terms of their customs, traditions, social and another status

CENTER’s STAND

 The Union government is yet to state its stand on the matter in court.

 However, an af idavit iled by the Union Government in 2019, it had stated that Dalit Buddhists 
cannot be compared to Dalits who had converted to Christianity or Islam. Giving reasons for it, the 
government said that this was because in the case of Dalit Buddhists, the conversions were volun-
tary while in the latter case, it was not so and conversions were on account of other factors.

 It also stated that untouchability is a feature of the Hindu religion and its branches alone, it cannot 
be given to Dalits who converted to Christianity or Islam, and hence they cannot claim to be back-
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ward. 

WAY AHEAD

The commission will examine the issue and make then report its recommendations. Only then can a 
logical step be taken in that direction. If the community indeed faces the discrimination it claims then 
the policy of reservation should also be extended to them to make India truly inclusive

Saumya khedwal
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Iranian minority: Kurds
Prelims: International Organization

Mains: GS II: International Relations, International con licts

Why in the news?

A countrywide protest over the death of a young Iranian Kurdish woman in the custody of Iran’s mo-
rality police.

Who are Kurds?

 Kurds or also known as Kurdish people, these people are an Iranian ethnic and linguistic indige-
nous tribe of the highlands of Western Asia known as Kurdistan, which spans south-eastern Turkey, 
north-western Iran, northern Iraq, and northern Syria.

 It has been estimated that the population of these tribes is between 30 to 45 million

 They are an exclusive community, united through race, culture and language, even though they have 
no standard dialect.

 They speak the Kurdish language as well as the Zara-Gorani language, which originated from the 
western Iranian branch of the Iranian language from the Indo-European language family.

  In the current times, the Kurds have been involved in many genocides and rebellions, as well as 
with ongoing armed conflicts in Turkish, Iranian and Iraqi Kurdistan

  Kurds in Iraq and Syria have independent regions, while Kurdish movements continue to pursue 
greater cultural rights, autonomy, and independence throughout Kurdistan.

 They also practice a number of different religions and creeds, however, the majority are Sunni Mus-
lims.

 Kurds are commonly known for being fearless ighters, and they have served as mercenaries in 
many armies over the centuries

 They are considered the world’s largest stateless ethnic group.

Why have they been considered a stateless tribe?

 The Kurds have never got nation-state status, except in Iraq, where they have a regional govern-
ment called Iraqi Kurdistan.

 In the early 20th Century, many Kurds began to consider the creation of a homeland – and called 
for an autonomous Kurdistan

 Following World War I and the conquest of the Ottoman Empire, the victorious Western allies made 
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a clause for a Kurdish state in the 1920 Treaty of Sevres.

 In spite of that, that hope was shattered three years later, when the Treaty of Lausanne laid down 
the boundaries of contemporary Turkey and made no such clause, leaving Kurds with minority sta-
tus in all of the newly formed countries.

 Since then, for over 80 years, any move by Kurds to set up an independent state was brutally put to 
an end.

Kurdish-Iranian dispute

 The Kurdish-Iranian con lict is a kind of never-ending, separatist dispute between the western Ira-
nian  Kurdish opposition and the Iranian government.

 Iran never commissioned the same level of cruelty against its own Kurdish population but has al-
ways been constantly opposed to Kurdish separatism.

Kurdish-Iraq dispute 

 The Iraqi-Kurdish dispute comprise a series of rebellions and wars by the Kurds against the central 
authority of Iraq during the 20th century, which started just after the defeat of the Ottoman Empire 
in World War I and lasted until the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003.

Kurdish-Turkish war

 The Kurdish-Turkish is an armed war between Turkey and various Kurdish insurgent groups who 
have either crippled the separation from Turkey to create an independent Kurdistan or make an 
effort to gain autonomy and greater political and cultural rights for Kurds inside the Republic of 
Turkey.

Farhin
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The Collegium System

CONTEXT

CJI UU Lalit has written to the government recommending Justice DY Chandrachud as his successor to 
the of ice of CJI.  As per convention, the government writes to the outgoing CJI before his retirement 
and the CJI recommends the name of the most senior judge as the successor before his retirement. 
Justice D Y Chandrachud will take over as the next CJI on November 9. After he becomes the CJI, the 
Collegium will consist of 6 judges which is unusual and happened last in 2007. Generally, Collegium 
consists of 5 judges of the Supreme Court which includes the CJI 

COLLEGIUM SYSTEM AND ITS NEED

 The appointment of judges is closely linked to judicial independence as any political interference in 
appointment can lead to direct or indirect political in luence in the working of courts

 A judge should act without fear or favor. He should be impartial in conduct to strive for the highest 
standards in delivering judgments.

 Hence, it is only logical that appointments are made with the active involvement of the Judiciary 
and less of the Executive.

 To ensure this, the Collegium system was devised.

 The collegium system is the manner of appointing and transferring judges of the Supreme Court 
and High Courts.

 For appointment to the Supreme Court, the collegium consists of the Chief Justice of India along 
with 4 senior-most judges of the Supreme Court. For appointments and transfers in the case of High 
Courts, the Collegium consists of the Chief Justice of India along with the 2 senior-most judges of 
the Supreme Court. 

 It does not ind mention in the Constitution and has evolved through various judicial pronounce-
ments. 

ORIGIN AND EVOLUTION

 Article 124 of the Indian Constitution states that every Judge of the Supreme Court shall be 
appointed by the President by warrant under his hand and seal after consultation with such of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court and the High Court in the States as the President may deem necessary 
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for the purpose and shall hold office until he attains the age of sixty-five years: Provided that in the 
case of appointment of a Judge other than the Chief Justice, the Chief Justice of India shall always 
be consulted.

 The Constitution does not provide any other detail on appointment other than the above article.

 The Collegium system evolved through three signi icant cases- the irst judges case, the second 
judges case, and the third judges case.

 These three cases established the norm that a collegium headed by the CJI will have primacy in the 
appointment of judges to the higher judiciary. 

First Judges Case: S.P Gupta v UOI (1981)

 A seven-judge bench ruled that the word “ consultation” referred to in Article 124(2) of the Consti-
tution does not mean concurrence. This implies that although the President will consult the con-
stitutional functionaries, his decision was not bound to be in concurrence with them. This would 
mean that the ultimate power of appointment would vest with the Union Government and not the 
CJI in the event of disagreement between the constitutional functionaries

Second Judges Case: Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record Association Vs Union of India (1993)

 In this case a nine-judge bench overruled the irst judges case and evolved the Collegium system 
to make appointments and transfers to the higher judiciary. The system provides that the recom-
mendations of judges for appointment should be made by the CJI in consultation with his two se-
nior-most colleagues. The executive could ask the collegium to reconsider the decision if it had any 
objection to the name that was recommended but on reconsideration if the collegium again recom-
mended the same names, the executive was bound to accept it and make the appointment accord-
ingly. The second judges case hence gave primacy to the CJI in matters of appointment and transfers

Third Judges Case: In re Special Reference 1 of 1998 

 The third judges case established the present collegium system as it exists today.  It was held that 
“consultation with the CJI” means consultation with a plurality of judges. Thus the collegium began 
to be composed of the CJI and the four senior-most judges of the Supreme Court. The views of the 
judges were to be recorded in writing. The recommendations of the Collegium are then conveyed 
by the CJI to the Government of India. If two or more members of the collegium dissent, CJI should 
not persist with the recommendation. The Apex court stated that the principal objective of the col-
legium is to ensure that the best available talent is brought to the Supreme Court Bench. The Chief 
Justice of India and the senior-most puisne Judges, because of their long tenures on the Supreme 
Court, are best itted to achieve this objective.”

ADVANTAGES OF THE COLLEGIUM SYSTEM 

 Judicial Independence: It makes the judiciary independent from political interference. This aligns 
with the doctrine of separation of power.

 Expertise: The executive does not possess apple knowledge for judicial appointments. CJI and oth-
er judges are better equipped to ind suitable Judges for appointment to the Supreme Courts and 
High Courts

DISADVANTAGES OF THE COLLEGIUM SYSTEM

 Lack of transparency: All deliberations happen behind closed doors. Ruma Pal, a former Judge of 
the Supreme Court of India, stated that this system is one of the best-kept secrets in the country.
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 Undemocratic: Judges are not elected by the people. Hence, they are not accountable to the general 
public. Therefore, the selection of judges by the collegium is undemocratic 

 Promotes Nepotism: Sons and nephews of Judges are favored for an appointment. Former Chief 
Justice of India, R.M Lodha related to the appointment of judges in the High Court said “Every third 
High Court Judge is an Uncle”. This is a genuine problem and the collegium system is a major reason 
for this. 

 Inef iciency: Collegium has failed to prevent the increasing cases of vacancies of judges and back-
log of cases. 

WAY AHEAD

The Collegium system needs to be replaced by a system that is transparent and open to public scruti-
ny. The Apex Court should come up with a written manual for appointments and records of all meet-
ings in furtherance of appointments should be made public. This shall secure a rules-based process 
and a much-needed openness. As it is famously said, sunlight is the best disinfectant Hence, disclosure 
is the best solution.

Saumya khedwal
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Urban Naxals

Mains GS III: Linkages between development and spread of extremism and Role of external state and 
non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security.

Why in the news

Recently Prime Minister Narendra  Modi has warned the tribal community against “falling for urban 
Naxal who have arrived in disguise ” 

What is Urban Naxalism?

 The term Urban Naxals is not clearly de ined. The phrase “Urban Naxal” loosely means people of the 
Naxalite bent of mind who reside in urban areas and work as activists, supporters and protectors 
of the ideology, while the active Naxals battle it out in the jungles and vast swathes of Maoist-dom-
inated areas.

 Urban Naxalism

 The phrase ‘Naxal’ originated from the name of the village Naxalbari of district Darjeeling in West 
Bengal, where the movement was initiated under the leadership of Charu Majumdar and Kanu 
Sanyal in 1967.

 The word  “Urban Naxals” is more or less attributed to the people with a Naxalite bent of mind in-
habitant of urban areas and acting as activists, supporters and protectors of the ideology while the 
active Naxals battle it out in the forests and vast swathes of Maoist-dominated areas.

How Naxalism evaluated in India:

 The Naxalism in India was a consequence of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) in which a 
small group of the party workers decided to break away to initiate an armed struggle against big 
landowners and establishment.

Spread of  Naxalism

 The spread of Naxalism was reassured by sustaining the interests of the suppressed ones against 
the prevailing injustices of the establishment, harassment by petty government functionaries, ex-
tortion by policemen, and callousness of of icers in addressing their grievances.

 It’s an indication of poor governance.

The objectives of Naxals

 the stated goal of Naxals is the violent overthrow of the state through armed revolution

Expansion of Urban Naxalism

 According to the intelligence reports, they must have been able to form urban cells and industrial 
belts of Raipur,  Surat etc also front organisations have been set up in prominent cities like Delhi, 
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Mumbai, Calcutta, Hyderabad etc

Difference between urban Naxals and civil rights activists

 the civil rights activists take up democratic methods like rallies, petitions etc to achieve their goals  
whereas Naxals do not take a democratic route 

What is Red Corridor?

  The area comes under the passage from Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh to Pashupati in Nepal where 
Naxals have a broad influence, it is one of the most underdeveloped regions of the country

 Hence, it would not be an exaggeration to state that Naxalism also indicates poor governance.

Factors trigger Urban Naxalism:

Land reform policies of India

 After independence, the land reform policy of India was not so successful in some parts of the coun-
try, which lead to the evaluation and growth of the Naxal movement in India.

Development Projects and Tribal Alienation

 The tribal’s are driven by complaints with the Indian Government over decades-long resource mis-
management and systematic marginalization that started with a series of development projects in 
the 1980s that detached tribal’s from their lands in the name of the public good. 

 The dispute between economic progress and aboriginal land rights continues to boost the Naxal-
ite’s activities.

Forest Protection Act of 1980:

 However, the legislature had put an attempt to protect the country’s natural resources from ex-
ploitation, the law essentially outlawed the existence of many tribal villages that had been in place 
for centuries.

  As areas were described as reserve forests, traditional occupations of even gathering twigs were 
forbidden.

 People who earned their livelihood through access to forest resources in a sustainable manner sud-
denly found themselves outside the law.

Government’s shortfall 

 Poor quality of  education facilities and basic sustainable employment

 Unable to provide the basic healthcare facilities

 Poor routine  administration and poorly motivated public personnel

 Mishandling and corruption in government schemes like the Public Distribution System.

 Below bar  implementation of special laws

 Infrastructure de icit
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 Problems  related to law and order, grievance redressal

Government policies:

 Prohibition on CPI Maoist, as well as all its formations and front organizations under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967.

 Aiding to the LWE States: ‘Police’ and ‘Public Order’ being State subjects, action with respect to the 
maintenance of law and order lies chie ly in the domain of the concerned State Governments. Al-
though, the Central Government closely supervise the situation and coordinates and supplements 
their efforts in several ways to deal with the LWE problem.

These include:

 Providing Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs)

 Commando Battalions for Resolute Action (CoBRA),

 Systemizing  of Counter Insurgency and Anti Terrorism (CIAT) schools;

 Updating the State Police and their Intelligence apparatus etc.

The central government has also provided assistance under the following schemes

 Security Related Expenditure Scheme (SRE)

 Special Infrastructure Scheme (SIS)

 Central Scheme for assistance to civilian victims/families of victims of terrorism, communal and 
Naxal violence

 Civic Action Programme (CAPs)

Way ahead:

 Government and political parties should avoid, tagging overt and peaceful rebellion as Naxalism is 
a pad tactic, a political and moral blunder

 The government put an effort to cut down the propaganda of the real Maoists in rural remote areas 
of central India.

 Taking up real counter campaigns and outreach programs is the best way to ideologically defeat the 
leftist insurgency.

Farhin
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The piling RTI complaints with Information Commissions

CONTEXT

A recent report released by the Satark Nagrik Sangathan, titled ‘Report Card on the Performance of 
Information Commissions in India, 2021-22’, shows the grim state of the Right to information in India 
despite 17 years of passage of the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005. The report shows that around 
3.15 lakh complaints and appeals are pending before the Central and State Information Commissions 
across India. It further states that the backlog of complaints and appeals is continuously increasing in 
commissions every year.

THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2005

 The Right to information is an integral right of citizens of the country.

 It is a fundamental right under Article 19(1) of the Constitution which states that every citizen has 
freedom of speech and expression. 

 The Supreme Court in the case of Raj Narain vs State of UP, 1976 said that people cannot speak or 
express themselves unless they know. Hence, the right to information is embedded in Article 19.

 The Right to information act was passed to provide transparency and accountability to the people. 
It enabled citizens to request information from any “public authority” and the public authority is 
bound to reply within 30 days. In case the information sought concerns the life or liberty of a per-
son, it has to be provided within 48 hours.

 The act also requires public authorities to proactively publish certain categories of information. 

 The Act provides for the appointment of Information Commissioners at the Central and State level. 
Further, Public Information Of icers are appointed to give information to persons who seek infor-
mation under the RTI Act.

IMPORTANT PROVISIONS OF THE ACT

 Section 2(f): “Information” means any material in any form, including Records, Documents, Mem-
os, e-mails, Opinions, Advice, Press releases, Circulars, Orders, Logbooks, Contracts, Reports, Pa-
pers, Samples, Models, Data material held in any electronic form and information relating to any 
private body which can be accessed by a Public Authority under any other law for the time being 
in force.

 Section 4 of the Act provides for suo motu disclosure of information by each public authority. How-
ever, such disclosures have not happened regularly

 Section 8(1) lists exemptions against furnishing information under RTI Act.
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 Section 8(2) provides for exemption of disclosure of information under the Official Secrets Act, 1923 
if a larger public interest is involved.

RIGHT COVERED UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2005

Right to Information Act 2005 empowers every citizen to:

 Ask any questions from the Government or seek any information 

 Take copies of any government documents 

 Inspect any government documents. 

 Inspect any Government works 

 Take samples of materials from any Government work

SIGNIFICANCE OF RTI

 Brings accountability: RTI enables the people to hold their elected representatives as well as 
organizations substantially financed by the government accountable. 

 Helps to promote Good Governance: Good governance involves accountability, transparency, 
predictability, and participation. This is possible only when the general public has availability of 
information which is ensured by RTI.

 Fight corruption: RTI has been used to bring to light various scams in the past. It is an effective 
tool to ight corruption. Information gathered through RTI helped to expose massive corruption in 
the Public Distribution System in Delhi and immediate action regarding this was taken.

 Strengthens participatory democracy: It leads to people’s participation in the governance of the 
country. It also improves decision-making due to public oversight.

CHALLENGES AND FINDINGS OF THE REPORT

The act has limitations and the performance has not been up to the mark. The Satark Nagrik Sangath-
an Report highlights this.

 Pending cases: The pendency is high and increasing every year. From 2,33,384 complaints in 
2020, the number of pending complaints increased to 2,86,325 in 2021 which further increased 
to 3,14,323 in 2022. The highest number of pending cases was reported from Maharashtra where 
99,722 complaints and appeals are awaiting answers and disposal.

 Defunct Commissions: The report highlighted that two out of 29 information commissions across 
the country are completely defunct

 Lack of Women representation: Currently, only 5% of the positions in the information commis-
sions are being occupied by women. 

 Non-imposition of Penalty: The report found that commissions did not impose penalties in 95% 
of the cases where the nature of the case demanded that penalties should be imposed.

 Vacancies: Currently, 41 out of 165 posts of Chief Information Commissioner and information 
commissioners are vacant
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WAY AHEAD

 Simplify iling RTI: The iling of applications should be simpli ied as the literacy rate in the coun-
try is low and hence people ind it dif icult to follow the procedure. 

 Promoting usage of Digital RTI Portal: The portal was made under the Digital RTI Mission. Visi-
tors can access information acquired through RTI Act on the portal 

 Penalize of icer: clear procedure should be made for penalizing the of icer, who denies informa-
tion

The RTI Act is also called the “sunshine Act”. It is necessary that it is properly implemented in letter 
and spirit and the issues plaguing it are addressed quickly so that it can truly function as the sunshine 
act

Saumya khedwal
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North East and PM- DevINE

North East and PM- DevINE 

Syllabus:

Prelims: social and economic development,

Mains: GS II, Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their design and implementation.

Key Points to Ponder:

What’s the ongoing story?

 Prime Minister’s Development Initiative for North East Region (PM- DevINE) has got approval from 
The Union Cabinet.  

 This new scheme was announced in the Union Cabinet Budget year.

 What is PM- DevINE?

 This is a Central Sector Scheme which will be completely funded by the central government.

 This scheme will be implemented by the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (DoN-
ER) through North Eastern Council or Central Ministries/ agencies.

 The scheme will have an outgoing of 6600 crores for four years from 2022 to 2025 to 2025 to 
2026(remaining years of the 15th Finance Commission period).

 This scheme will open up the doors of better infrastructure, supporting industries, and social de-
velopment and also generate livelihood activities for the women and youths, which will lead to 
employment generation.

 The measures will be taken to ensure reasonable operations and maintenance of the projects ap-
proved under the scheme so that they can sustain.

 To the extent possible, the Engineering –procurement-Construction (EPC) basis will be implement-
ed so the construction risk of time and cost overrun can be minimized.

 Efforts will be made to complete the PM-DevINE projects by 2025-26 so that there are no commit-
ted liabilities beyond this year

Objectives of the scheme 

 Fund infrastructure convergently, in the spirit of PM Gati Shakti;
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 Subsidize the  social development projects based on the felt needs of the NER;

 Facilitate  livelihood activities for youth and women

 Fill the development gaps in various sectors.

Why are North earthen regions underdeveloped?

Historical Legacy:

 The Northeastern region of India never got the af irmed focus and attention as it is considered 
isolated.

  During British India, communication was mainly practiced through Bangladesh(East Bengal ). 

 At that time the British granted an autonomous tribal region to them, and after independence, the 
tribals wanted to keep their independence.

  The entire area comes under a single state of Assam, except Sikkim. Gradually, hived to form new 
individual states and now comprises 1/3rd of its earlier territory.

Human issues:

 “Nagas’ ‘ does not indicate a  single tribe. They consist of 17 majors and around 20 sub-tribes.

 Each tribe has its own dialects, traditions, culture and regional in luence. These groups of tribes 
with con licting interests make it dif icult to negotiate.

Economic Neglect.

 Lack of better communication between the states.

 Very minimal railways connectivity, however, a new line has been laid up to Imphal the capital city 
of Manipur. Also, the road connectivity is poor. and the area is prone to natural disasters like earth-
quakes, landslides etc.

 The economical assistance which has been provided by the government is being poured into the 
pockets of politicians and the common citizens do not get the bene it of it.

 A huge amount of the funds ends up as ‘taxes’ to rebellious organizations. Thus, in effect, the central 
funds are a bank-rolling insurgency.

Separatist Movements:

 The ‘Naga Club’  was formed in 1918, to boost the idea of Naga Separatists. The demands of Naga 
Separatists are totally impermissible, as it would have intensi ied the demands of other regions too.

 The central government has introduced counter-insurgency operations to suppress these demands

The Northeast states of India

Importance of North East to India

 Strategic Location: 

 It is situated between Bangladesh to the west, Myanmar to the east and Bhutan and China to the 
north,  this is one of the regions why the north-eastern states of India remain geographically isolat-
ed from the rest of the country
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It is a gateway to Southeast Asia:

o With ASEAN engagement becoming a central pillar of India’s foreign policy direction. As the 
northeast act as the physical bridge known as the chicken neck, between India and Southeast 
Asia, it plays a very crucial role in the country

 India’s Act East Policy:

 India’s Act East Policy places the northeastern states on the territorial border line of eastward en-
gagement of India.

Economic Signi icance:

 The North Eastern region is rich with natural resources, like oil and gas, agro- horticultural re-
sources, mineral deposits, immense hydroelectric potential and important forest resources.

 The Indian government has been making intensive efforts for the economic development of this 
region.

 The region has abundant natural resources, around 34% of the country’s water resources and al-
most 40% of India’s hydropower potential.

Tourism Potential: 

 North Eastern Region (NER) of India has enormous resource potential to develop tourism.

 This region of our nation is called the home to many wildlife sanctuaries like Kaziranga National 
Park famous for the one-horned rhinoceros, Manas National Park, Nameri, Orange and Dibru Saik-
howa in Assam.

What is chicken’s neck or Siliguri corridor?

 The Siliguri Corridor, or Chicken’s neck, is a narrow stretch of land located in West Bengal, that 
connects the northeastern states of India with other states of  India.

 The corridor is just 17Km wide.

 It is surrounded by Nepal, Bangladesh and Bhutan.

 The corridor reaches out from the Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri and Terai regions of West Bengal towards 
the North East.

Signi icance of Siliguri Corridor

 The region has  signi icance for trade, commerce and tourism for West Bengal, Nepal, Bhutan and 



22
www.plutusias.com

North Eastern states  

 All land trade between the North East and the other states of India happens through this corridor.

 The corridor is the center  of a rail and road network connecting West Bengal and the other 
states to the North East,

 It is also the center  of the railway network that connects to the strategic military formations 
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC

 It is from here that a road network moves towards the strategically important Tawang town in 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Other projects for the northeast region:

 4,000 km of roads, 20 railway projects for 2,011 km, and 15 air connectivity projects are being 
developed.

 4000 km of road connectivity, 20 railway projects of 2,011 km, and almost 15 air connectivity proj-
ects have been developed.

  To provide more developed and cheap trade connectivity, three major   National  river ways are 
being developed namely, nations waterway_1on the river  Ganga, , National Waterways-2 on the 
Brahmaputra, and National Waterways-16 on Barak

 North Eastern Region Power System Improvement Project (NERPSIP) is a very crucial project set 
up  for the economic development of the northeastern region as it will escalate the Intra – State 
Transmission and Distribution systems.

Challenges and way forward

 The region is isolated geographically from the rest of India, which makes the interrelatedness to 
the region dif icult.

 The inadequate condition of basic l infrastructure facilities is the main reason for the underdevel-
opment of the economic condition of this region.

 There are ongoing territorial disputes between states and between nations, within the northeast-
ern region that frequently intensi ies old border disputes and divergent ethnic, tribal, or cultural 
af iliations.

Farhin
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Supreme Court Verdict on Hijab Ban : Secularism versus Matter of 
Choice

CONTEXT

The Supreme Court has delivered the judgment of the Karnataka High Court decision to ban the wear-
ing of hijabs in schools. However, the two-judge bench has given a split verdict with Justice Hemant 
Gupta upholding the ban on one hand and Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia setting aside the High Court or-
der and holding the ban as unconstitutional.

THE ISSUE OF THE HIJAB BAN 

 The issue erupted when a college development committee in Karnataka issued a notice to students 
to follow the Colleges’ Uniform Policy. The policy did not permit wearing a hijab in the classroom. 
The Muslim students who wanted to wear hijab to classes were denied entry on the ground that it 
was not in conformity with the dress code mandated by the  Colleges’ Uniform Policy. The students 
protested against the college’s directions. 

 With an increasing number of protests and colleges shutting down, the State Government had to 
intervene. It passed an order about the dress code for students stating that as per the Karnataka 
Education Act,1983, students were mandated to follow the dress code decided by their respective 
College Development Committees. 

 The students challenged the Uniform policy in Karnataka High Court.

THE KARNATAKA HIGH COURT RULING 

 A three-judge bench of the Karnataka High Court in March 2022 upheld the ban imposed on wear-
ing hijab inside classroom premises of schools.

 The bench observed that wearing a hijab did not constitute an essential religious practice in Islam. 
Hence, there was no violation of the Right to freedom of religion

 The test of essentially religious practice was developed by the Supreme Court in the Shri Shirur 
Mutt Case of 1954 where a seven-judge bench of the Supreme Court held that the term “religion” 
will cover all rituals and practices “integral” to a religion. What all would constitute as integral was 
left to the Courts who decided it on basis of practices considered crucial by religious denominations. 

 The Court also held that Classrooms are “quali ied public spaces” where individual rights must give 
way to the interest of general discipline and decorum. Thus, there cannot be a right to freedom of 
expression inside classrooms.

 Lastly, it held that the ban was not targeting any particular religion as the Government’s order only 
directed students to wear the uniforms prescribed by their educational institutions. Hence, the law 
was not discriminatory either directly or indirectly, against Muslim students.

APPEAL TO THE SUPREME COURT

 Dissatis ied with the judgment, the petitioners moved the Apex Court challenging the Karnataka 
High Court judgment. 

 The division bench of the Supreme Court after 8 months has given a verdict on the hijab row. But 
there was a split in verdict with one Judge upholding the ban and another declaring it unconstitu-
tional
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 The matter will now be placed before the Chief Justice of India for the constitution of a larger bench 
to deal with the issue.

Observations made by Justice Hemant Gupta: 

 Religious beliefs cannot be carried to a secular school maintained out-of-state funds.

 It is within the State’s jurisdiction to restrict the carrying of symbols of religious beliefs to schools 
maintained out-of-state funds. Hence, the practice of wearing a Hijab can be restricted by the State. 

 The mandate of the Karnataka Education Act, 1983 is to renounce sectional diversities, develop 
humanism and cultivate scienti ic and secular outlooks. If students are allowed to carry religious 
beliefs to a secular school, it would be opposed to the object of the act. 

 Wearing uniform dress without addition or subtraction ensures uniformity in school. Any changes 
to the uniform would cease to be a uniform.

 Right of Expression under Article 19(1)(a) is also subject to reasonable restrictions under Article 
19(2). The State order directing students to wear uniforms prescribed by their educational institu-
tions did not violate freedom under Article 19(1)(a). It rather reinforced the right to equality under 
Article 14.

 The order is also not violative of Article 25 of the Constitution as the object of the order was to pro-
mote uniformity and ensure a secular environment in schools. Article 25(2) gives the right to the 
State to make laws for social reform and welfare.

Observations made by Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia 

 A girl child has the right to wear a hijab in and outside her house and that right does not stop at her 
school gate. 

 The girl child carries her fundamental right to dignity and privacy inside the classroom and to say 
these rights are derivative rights inside the classroom is wrong.

 By denying her the right to wear hijab, we are denying her right to education and not making her 
life any easier.

 The ban on hijab is against the constitutional values of fraternity and human dignity.

 Article 25 gives the citizens the Freedom of conscience and free profession, practice, and propaga-
tion of religion

 Wearing hijab is a matter of choice and a girl child wearing a hijab in the classroom is not a law and 
order problem. 

WAY AHEAD

The matter will be listed before a larger bench. It is hoped that classrooms will not become an arena 
for competitive communalism in the future and that the matter is resolved by upholding the Constitu-
tional rights of citizens.

Saumya khedwal
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PM-SHRI

Prelims: PM SHRI Scheme

For Mains: Reforms in Education Sector

Why in the news?

 Recently, Prime Minister Narendra  Modi announced that 14500 schools across India will be upgraded 
to exhibit the components of the National Education Policy(NEP),2020.

What is PM –SHRI?

 The PM-SHRI is a centrally sponsored scheme for the period of ive years from 2022-23 to 2026-27.

 Under this scheme, around 14500 government schools across India  will turn into model schools

 It will exhibit all the features of the National Education Policy 2020, by performing as a

 It will showcase all components of the National Education Policy 2020, act as ideal schools and also 
provide mentorship to other schools in their locality.

 To check the progress and performance of these schools a ‘School Quality Assessment Framework’ 
is being launched.

The key features of the scheme:

 The NEP envisioned a curricular structure and teaching style classi ied into various stages founda-
tional, preparatory, middle and secondary.

 The beginning years of a child in schools (pre-school and grades I, and II) will include play-based 
learning.

 At the preparatory level i.e. from class III to V, easily understandable textbooks will be introduced 
along with some formal classroom teaching. Subject teachers will be introduced in the middle 
stage i.e. from class VI to VIII.

 The secondary stage i.e. from class IX to XII will be multidisciplinary in nature with no hard sepa-
ration between arts and sciences or commerce or any other discipline.

 Additionally,  the board exams be held twice a year so that students to improve their scores, and 
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two types of papers on mathematics should be offered, a standard paper and a different one to test 
higher levels of competency.

A centrally sponsored scheme:

 It is a scheme where the cost of implementation is likely to be split in the 60:40 ratio among the 
Union government and the states/Union Territories.

 For example, PM Poshan and PM Awas Yojana are centrally sponsored schemes.

 However, in the cases of the Northeastern states, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Jammu and 
Kashmir and UTs without legislatures, the Centre’s contribution can go up to 90 % of the cost im-
plemented 

How the schools under PM-SHRI schools will be different from other government Schools

 Kendriya Vidyalayas or Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas are schools under the central schools that 
come entirely under the Centre’s Ministry of Education.

 They are fully funded by the Union government under Central Sector Schemes.

 While KVs largely serve children of employees of the Union Government posted in states and UTs, 
JNVs were set up to encourage talented students in rural parts of the country.

 As compared to this, PM SHRI schools will be an upgradation of existing schools run by the Centre, 
states, UTs and local bodies.

 This primarily means that PM SHRI schools can either be KVs, JNVs, state government schools or 
even those run by municipal corporations.

Where will the PM SHRI schools come up?

 The list has not been released for the schools under PM-SHRI, by the centre

 But it has been announced that the PM SHRI schools will also provide  mentorship to other schools 
in their locality.

 These schools will be provided with modern infrastructure including labs, smart classrooms, li-
braries, sports equipment, art room etc.

 The schools shall be developed as green schools with water conservation, waste recycling, ener-
gy-ef icient infrastructure and integration of organic lifestyle in the curriculum.

Fahin
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Karamyogi, and Empathy

Prelims: social and economic development, Poverty, Inclusion, Demographics, Social Sector Initia-
tives, etc.

Mains GS II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their design and implementation.

GS  IV: Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public Administration

What’s the ongoing story-

Praveen Pardeshi writes: Mission Karmayogi is about creating a civil service with domain, technolog-
ical competencies and empathy.

 What is the mission of Karamyogi?

 About Mission Karmayogi:

 “Mission Karmayogi “ a new capacity-building program was launched by the central government of 
India in 2020.

 It is a New National Architecture for Civil Services Capacity Building.

  This is a National Programme for Civil Services Capacity Building (NPCSCB) scheme for 46 lakhs of civil 
servants including officers and employees at all levels.

  The goal of this scheme is to make a future-ready civil service with the right attitude, skills and 
knowledge, aligned with the vision of New India.

Mission Karmayogi have the following six pillars: 

 Policy Framework,

 Institutional Framework,

 Competency Framework,

 Digital Learning Framework (Integrated Government Online Training Karmayogi Platform (iG-
OT-Karmayogi),

 electronic Human Resource Management System (e-HRMS), and

 Monitoring and Evaluation Framework.

The idea behind the scheme

 Civil services play a very important role in the Indian administration.

 Any change that has been taken to improve the capacity building of the civil services will be a step 
towards a better governance.

 Steps to be taken to build the capacity of civil services:

 Associating the transformation of work culture
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 Strengthening public institutions

 Inclusion  of modern technology

The governing body of the mission  

The Public Human Resource Council under the chairmanship of the Prime Minister of India is the gov-
erning body of the Mission Karmayogi. 

The  council also included other members as follows :

 Union Ministers

 Chief Ministers

 Eminent public HR practitioners

 Thinkers

 Global thought leaders and

 Public Service functionaries

The  institutions which help in implementing the Mission Karmayogi:

1. Prime Minister’s Public Human Resources (HR) Council

2. Capacity Building Commission

3. Special Purpose Vehicle for owning and operating the digital assets and the technological platform 
for online training

4. Coordination Unit headed by the Cabinet Secretary

What will be the functions of various proposed bodies:

Capacity Building Commission:

 To aid the PM Public Human Resources Council in rectifying the Annual Capacity Building Plans.

 To operate functional supervision over all Central Training Institutions working with civil services 
capacity building.

 To set up shared learning resources, comprising internal and external faculty and resource centers.

 Organize and supervise the implementation of the Capacity Building Plans with the stakeholder 
Departments.

 To lay down the norms for common mid-career training programs across all civil services.

A wholly owned Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV):

 It comes under  Section 8 of the Companies Act, 2013.

 It is a  “not-for-pro it” company.

 The iGOT-Karmayogi platform will own and manage it.



29
www.plutusias.com

The SPV is to create and engage the content, market place and manage key business services of the 
iGOT-Karmayogi platform, relating to content validation, independent proctored assessments and 
measuring the data availability.

           It has all Intellectual Property Rights on behalf of the Government of India.

Public Human Resources Council:

 It consists of some selected Union Ministers, Chief Ministers, eminent public HR practitioners, 
thinkers, global thought leaders and Public Service functionaries under the chairmanship of the 
Prime Minister.

 It acts as the apex body for providing tactical direction to the quest for Civil Services Reform and 
capacity building.

How does iGOT-Karmayogi work?

 This capacity-building program was delivered through an Integrated Government Online Training 
or iGOT-Karmayogi digital platform,

 The digital platform will be equipped with content to learn from global best practices rooted in 
“Indian ethos”

 This platform will work as a launchpad for the National Programme for NPCSCB, which will em-
power a   “comprehensive reform of the capacity building apparatus at the individual, institutional 
and process levels for ef icient public service delivery”.

  The officers will be assessed on the basis of the course they have opted for throughout their careers to 
improve their skills.

 An online database will be maintained on what courses they have completed, their performance, an 
area where their expertise lies etc.

 For any future vacancy or an of icer has been considered by an appointing authority, then the au-
thority can simply go through their training maintained database.

What are the challenges?

 The visible poor interest in existing civil services training programmers’ has disturbed the admin-
istrative reform committees over the past years.

 The out-of-the-date rules and procedures restrict civil servants from performing effectively

 Lack of adequate transparency and accountability procedures

Way forward

 With time, when democracies mature, elected representatives tend to play  a more proactive role 
in policymaking. 

o It is, therefore, required that elected representatives are able to understand the nuances of pol-
icymaking.
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 The programme is to build the capability to visualize the future and work towards realizing it. 

Conclusion

 Though it was a new move by the government, it is also a fact that bureaucratic sloth is only one 
side of the coin.

 The political leaders, who are equally guilty have manifested themselves in transfers which must 
be addressed too.

What is Empathy?

  It is the ability of a person to be aware of, understand and appreciate the feelings and thoughts of 
another person.

  It means, being empathic, is being able to “emotionally read ” another person

 It is an ability to empathize that is directly dependent on one’s ability to feel another person’s feel-
ings and identify them.

How empathy is different from sympathy?

Sympathy

 When a person is having sympathy that implies that the person is being aware of another person’s 
emotional struggles and offering support and reassurance.

  A sympatric feeling is a statement of care for another person.

 In other words, sympathy implies  a deeper, more intimate level of concern than pity, a straightfor-
ward expression of grief.

 Sympathy puts one’s attention on awareness, empathy on experience, and compassion on actions.

Empathy,

 However, empathy implies understanding how others are feeling .

Why empathy is important for a Civil servant 

 Empathy is a sense of kinship and concern for others which is why it empowers civil servants to feel 
connected and relatable to their problems.

 This is so because of the empathy and concern that civil servants portrays their character as it is all 
about showing interest in the welfare of human beings.

 Sometimes it becomes dif icult for a civil servant to survive in absence of empathy because an em-
pathetic character brings outs some sort of belongingness in the citizens.

Farhin
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Centre to help set up paddy straw pellet units to curb stubble burning

CONTEXT

The Ministry of Environment has announced inancial aid to industries to establish paddy straw pel-
letization and torrefaction plants. The Government has set aside Rs.50 crore for it. With increasing 
cases of stubble burning being witnessed in Punjab and Haryana and the onset of the winter season, 
the scheme is aimed to lower the rising air pollution in Delhi while at the same time converting “waste 
to wealth” and ensuring a “Clean India”

DELHI AIR POLLUTION AND ISSUE OF STUBBLE BURNING 

 Delhi has been consistently facing the problem of air pollution for about two decades now. Last 
week, the Air Quality Index in Delhi dropped to 211 which is considered “Poor” according to the 
National Air Quality Index.

 A recent report released by US-based Health Effects Institute Air Quality carrying a global analysis 
of air quality of different cities found Delhi’s PM 2.5 levels to be the worst in the world.

 Scientists have also warned of a possible rise of 30 to 70 percent in pollution levels in Delhi in the 
upcoming days with the new crop season quickly approaching which would result in massive stub-
ble burning by farmers.

REASONS FOR AIR POLLUTION IN DELHI:

Stubble Burning:

 Stubble burning is one of the driving reasons for the issue of air pollution in Delhi every year. 
Farmers have to clear the ields of the residue of the rice harvest in October to prepare the ields 
for sowing wheat.

 Thus, farmers prefer to burn the rice stubble since it is a quick and cheap method to get rid of the 
stubble and prepare the ield for rabi season. 

  This practice had been ongoing since the 1980s but it became problematic after the passage of the 
Punjab Preservation of Subsoil Water Act, 2009 (PPSW) 

 Before the act, the farmers sowed and transplanted paddy between April and May but the amount 
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of water required for irrigation in peak summers depleted groundwater. 

 Thus, to preserve groundwater and ensure the major water requirement of irrigation is met through 
the monsoon, the Punjab government passed the act barring the sowing of paddy before 15th May 
and transplanting of paddy before 15th June, respectively. 

 This move left farmers with little time between the harvesting of paddy and preparing the ield for 
sowing wheat. Therefore, farmers were left with no choice but to burn the stubble since it saved 
time. 

 The stubble period now coincides with the onset of winters in northern India which creates such 
geographical conditions that the burnt particles and smog settle in the air causing air pollution 
levels to rise. 

Geographical Factors

 As the monsoon withdraws by October from Northwest India, the predominant direction of winds 
also changes to northwesterly. This change in the direction of wind brings pollutants from Punjab 
and Haryana to Delhi

 With the Himalayas acting as a huge barrier to the north, the smog from stubble burning has no 
way to escape and accumulate in Northern India, especially in Delhi.

 Temperature inversion also makes the matter worse. Hot air generally rises above and escapes 
from the near ground but due to cool winter air, the smog is unable to rise and remains trapped 
within the plains.

Thermal Power Plants

 Emissions from thermal power plants cause air pollution in the national capital. These pollutants 
travel long distances and get converted into secondary particles due to photochemical, oxidation, 
and adsorption reactions.

 These secondary particles remain in the atmosphere for a long time and move to longer distances.

Vehicular Emissions

 A recent report jointly published by IIT Kanpur, the Delhi Pollution Control Committee, and the De-
partment of Environment, NCT Delhi (2016) reveals that Road Dust is the single largest contributor 
to Delhi’s air pollution. It accounts for about 56 percent of PM10 and about 38 percent of PM2.5 
particles.

Diwali irecrackers 

 Firecrackers during Diwali add to the above pollution sources. The emissions from crackers stay 
in the air due to temperature inversion and particles accumulate to create smog in the air. A report 
by the Centre for Science and Environment found that the concentration of PM2.5 increased during 
Diwali in 2018, 2019, and 2020 in Delhi.

PADDY STRAW PELLETISATION AND TORREFACTION PLANTS

 Pelletisation refers to converting paddy straw into pellets which can be utilized in thermal power 
plants and industries as fuel.
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 Torrefaction is a thermal process used to produce high-grade solid biofuels from various streams 
of woody biomass or agro residues. It enhances the physical and chemical properties of biomass. 

 This will ensure ex-situ management of crop residue by using it as biofuel.

 Farmers will be incentivized not to burn stubble and gain some additional income by selling the 
stubble to industries manufacturing pellets

 The paddy straws can be mixed with coal after it is converted to pellets or torre ied. Hence, carbon 
emissions are reduced.

WAY AHEAD

 While paddy straw pelletization and torrefaction are signi icant steps to incentivize farmers not to 
burn stubble, other steps need to be combined with this move:

 Use of agricultural machines like:

 Happy Seeder(used for sowing of the crop in standing stubble)

 Rotavator (used for land preparation and incorporation of crop stubble in the soil)

 ZBNF (directly sowing of seeds in the previous crop stubble)

 Baler (used for collection of straw and making bales of paddy stubble)

 Paddy Straw Chopper (cutting of paddy stubble for easily mixing with the soil)

 Reaper Binder (used for harvesting paddy stubble and making it into bundles)

Promoting the use of bio-decomposer

 Bio-decomposer is a mix of seven fungi that produce enzymes to digest cellulose, lignin, and pectin 
in paddy straw. A liquid formulation is made using the decomposer and then sprayed on the ields 
with crop stubble to ensure speedy bio-decomposition of the stubble. The Delhi Government has 
been promoting its use to help decompose stubble into manure.

Controlling Vehicular Pollution

 This can be done by imposing a ceiling on the number of vehicles a household can own. The use 
of CNG and e-vehicles can be promoted to phase out petrol and diesel cars in the future. Further, 
public transport needs to be strengthened and its uses encouraged 

Saumya khedwal


