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Karnataka and Maharashtra Border Dispute  
The article talks about how the Dispute on the border between Karnataka and 
Maharashtra impacts on Indian Polity and Governance- Constitution. 
Relevance For Prelims: laws and authorities governing the creation of new states or the 
redrawing of existing ones 
Relevance For Mains: Inter-state border disputes, GS-2 
In News: Recently, the conflict between Maharashtra and Karnataka over territory that 
both States contend is theirs has gotten unpleasant, vociferous, and even violent. 

THE GENESIS OF THE KARNATAKA AND MAHARASHTRA BORDER DISPUTE 
 The State Reorganisation Act of 1956, which reorganized states along linguistic lines,

is when the Maharashtra and Karnataka boundary conflict began.
 Madras Ekikaran Samiti (MES): The Maharashtra Ekikaran Samiti (MES) was

founded in 1948.
 A petition by the Maharashtra government demanding 865 villages from five

Karnataka districts and contesting various aspects of the State Reorganisation Act,
1956 Belagavi, Karwar, Vijayapura, Kalaburagi, and Bidar are the five districts.

High levels of tension exist in Karnataka, particularly in the district of Belagavi, which 
borders Maharashtra 

Karnataka’s perspective: The distinctions started when Mysore changed its name and 
established the State of Karnataka  As soon as the neighboring Bombay state, later 
renamed Maharashtra, and Mysore state, afterward renamed Karnataka, were founded 
on November 1, 1956, disagreements broke up. 
Maharashtra’s perspective: Maharashtra believed that the Belagavi district of 
Karnataka, in the state’s northwest, should be a part of it. This belief sparked a decade-
long, violent agitation that resulted in the formation of the Maharashtra Ekikaran Samithi 
(MES), which continues to rule over some areas of the district and the city bearing its 
name. 



 

 
 
Karnataka and Maharashtra border dispute 
UNION GOVERNMENT’S STAND: 
 In 1966, the Union government established a Commission: On October 25, 1966, the 

Union government established a commission headed by former Supreme Court judge 
Justice Meharchand Mahajan amidst protests and pressure from Maharashtra. The 
chief ministers of Maharashtra and Karnataka at the time were VP Nayak and S 
Nijalingappa, respectively. 

 A report that reached an agreement on the consolidation of towns and villages: It was 
anticipated that the report would resolve the conflict and serve as a legally binding 
document for both states. In its report, which was turned in by the committee in 
August 1967, it was suggested that 264 Karnataka towns and villages, including 
Nippani, Nandgad, and Khanapur, and 247 Maharashtrian villages, including South 
Solapur and Akkalkot, be merged with Maharashtra. 

The report was presented in 1970, but no action was taken because it became a poll 
question: Despite being presented to the Parliament in 1970, the report was not 
discussed. The demands for Kannada-speaking regions to join Karnataka and Marathi-
speaking regions to join Maharashtra both grew without the recommendations’ 
adoption. In numerous areas of Belagavi, 

 MES made it a campaign issue and won a series of elections from district 
constituencies. 

 
Bilingualism A crucial component: 
 Language influence: Thousands of Marathi terms have Kannada roots, and a 

comparable number of Kannada words have absorbed Indo-Aryan roots through 
Marathi. 

 Both castes and communities on either side of the disputed line have extended 
families dispersed on both sides of the border. 

 Harmonious cross-cultural exchange: For the past 120 years, Miraj town in 
Maharashtra has produced all of the harmoniums and sitars used by the best vocalists 
from Karnataka. 

 Influence of the Bhakti movement on one another: In the past, Tukaram’s bhajans 
entered the hearts of Kannada speakers with the same ease that Basaveshwar’s saint-
followers’ vachanas did so in the minds of Marathi speakers. 



 

The current state of the dispute: 
 The Maharashtra government petitioned the Supreme Court in 2004 to stake its claim 

over Marathi-speaking areas in Karnataka, which disputed the allegation. 
 Taking advantage of popular feeling, Karnataka renamed Belgaum Belagavi and 

designated it as the second capital of the state. 
 Both Karnataka and Maharashtra believe that a judicial solution is necessary because 

the complex problem cannot be resolved politically. 

 
Inter-state border disputes 
CONCERNS OF KARNATAKA AND MAHARASHTRA BORDER DISPUTE 
 The border conflict has been exploited by Maharashtra and Karnataka to inflame 

regional feelings ahead of elections. 
 The boundary dispute is mentioned in every political party’s election platform in 

Maharashtra. 
 Even the governor’s yearly speech to the joint meeting of the state legislative 

assembly and council mentions it. 
 The Maharashtra-Karnataka boundary dispute has brought together political parties 

in Maharashtra, despite their ideological disagreements. 
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5G Network Service In India 
 
The article talks about how the 5G Network impacts telecommunication, the economy, 
Network development, Public safety, and other sectors in India. 
 
About 5G Network: 
Fifth Generation network (5G) is a global wireless standard network that is designed to 
improve network connections by addressing legacy issues of speed, latency, and utility. 
It is designed to transmit data almost instantly with a network latency of less than 10ms. 
The government recently garnered more than $1.5 lakh crores which indicates the 
soaring interest of telecommunications companies in new technology which is 
considered a critical enabler of the 4th Industrial revolution. 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 5G NETWORK IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF INDIA 
 Head start to Economy: It is expected to create a cumulative economic impact of USD 

1 trillion in the next 10 years. It will give a huge boost by increased connectivity 
between machines and various sectors which further increases efficiency. 

 Collaborative Network Development: The 5G network will lead business and 
technical verticals for network deployment. 

 Capacity Development: Rather than the range of the network, the focus of the 5G 
network is asserted on capacity and increased range for areas that are not densely 
populated, especially in rural areas. 

 Machine Interaction: It is the first network to facilitate machine-to-machine 
communication which will create the foundation base of the Internet of Things (IoT) 
and be considered an enabler of the 4th Industrial revolution. 

 Public Safety: A vast network means public works can respond to incidents and 
emergencies within the span of seconds and improve performance information. 

 
5G Network In India 
Associated Challenges in adopting 5G Network   
 Digital Divide: Rather than bridging the digital divide, it might widen the digital gap 

between urban areas and rural areas given the affordability and accessibility of the 
network. 

 High Spectrum Prices: Increased reserve prices of 5G spectrum by governments will 
lead to a hike in 5G services which in turn makes the network inaccessible and 
unaffordable for the majority of the masses. 



 

 Transition Hurdle: Consumers have to upgrade cellular technology in order to 
experience 5G services thus giving a financial burden. 

 
Way forward: 
The government shall give adequate support to telecommunications companies to roll 
out 5G networks at affordable prices by keeping down the spectrum prices at the lowest 
price level. Along with 
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