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CURRENT AFFAIRS
JANUARY 2022

Credit rating Agencies

The article talks about how Credit Rating Agencies impact the Indian Economy 

Relevance for Prelims: Credit rating Agency, Implications of ratings
Relevance for Mains: Significance of CRA’s

Recently, The Finance Secretary to the Union Government of India accused Credit Rating 
Agencies of double standards while assessing developing and emerging economies.

Sovereign Credit Ratings (SCR) are given on the relative ability and potential of the govern-
ment to meet its financial commitments. i.e., the ability to service their debt. The ratings 
are issued by assessing overall economic and political stability which is extrapolated from 
the publicly available data and confidentially given by other currency banks regarding forex 
reserves and transparency in the market.

REASONS FOR DIFFERING VIEWS BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND CREDIT RAT-
ING AGENCIES
Credit rating Agencies are of the view that India is one of the most indebted developing 
economies. It does not have any clarity on long-term fiscal consolidation and has fuelled 
growth with Budgetary Support. The Fiscal Deficit has been continuously deteriorating.
On contrary, Government contends that it has a zero sovereign default history. Not only 
India has passed the recession but witnessed a V-shaped recovery. It has the fourth largest 
forex reserves in the world and at all times- high at $ 640 Billion. The country ranked in 
World Ease of Doing Business at an unprecedented rate from 100 to the top 30.

IMPACT OF POOR RATINGS
Reduce the investors’ confidence: The decrease in rating agencies deteriorates the coun-
try’s financial system image and acts as a deterrence for investors.
Increase the Premium on Interest Rates: Poor ratings increases risk perception, compelling 
governments to increase the rate on bonds.
Policy Repercussions: The country formulates the policy in order to improve its rating not 
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on the basis to increase growth and development.
Isolated Debt Market: Companies and firms face a lot of difficulties to borrow money from 
the international market.

Steps were taken by India to make rating agencies accountable

• Disclose rating history.
• Disclose liquidity position.
• Narrowed disclosure standards.
• Reveal the source of funding.
The economic survey recommended that developing economies like India should be guided 
by consideration of development and growth and rather ignore the subjective and one-sid-
ed ratings.

Anti Microbial Resistance

Relevance for Prelims: AMR (Anti Microbial Resistance)
Relevance for Mains: Causes and concerns associated with AMR, Steps taken by the gov-
ernment to tackle AMR

Why in News?
The World Health Organisation has declared AMR among the top 10 threats to the world.

ABOUT ANTI-MICROBIAL RESISTANCE
Anti-Microbial Resistance occurs when bacteria, fungi, virus, and parasites do not respond 
to medicines which make infections difficult to treat. The microorganisms develop resis-
tance to the drugs. Recently, WHO declared AMR as a continuing pandemic that required 
multi-sectoral action to achieve Sustainable Development Goals.

CONCERNS RELATED TO AMR
• The tendency to self-medicate and creating own concoction and the easy availability 

of over-the-counter medications have increased the likelihood of being diagnosed with 
AMR.

• Many years of hard work in creating vaccines and medications have gone to wane as 
microorganisms have developed a resistance to them.

• It might postpone the achievement target of Sustainable Development Goals.
• Failure of antibiotics has led to increasing in death from diseases like Tuberculosis and 

Sepsis which are easily preventable.
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How AMR Spreads
STEPS TAKEN BY GOVERNMENT AND GLOBAL ORGANIZATIONS
• Chennai Declaration is a set of national recommendations to promote antibiotic stew-

ardship.
• Red-Line campaign in India to create awareness among citizens to easily identify pre-

scription drugs.
• FSSAI has recently banned the use of antibiotics in fisheries. The same has been done 

with cattle to decrease the use of antibiotics.
• Global Action Plan was formulated under the UN General Assembly which mandates a 

national plan on AMR.
• Global Anti-microbial resistance and Use Surveillance System (GLASS) was brought by 

WHO which progressively uses data for surveillance of AMR in humans, castles, etc.
• The WHO has identified AMR in the top 10 global threats to health. There is a dire need 

for a One Health Approach in which multi-sectoral actions and targets can be integrated.

Joshimath crisis

This article covers “Daily current events “and the topic is about the ‘Joshimath Crisis’ 
which is in news, it covers the “Land subsidence” In GS-3, and the following content has 
relevance for UPSC. 
For prelims: Geography of Joshimath and places around
For mains: Natural disasters, Floods, Land subsidence

Why in news:

• The announcement was made following a high-level meeting between senior Central 
government officials, representatives from the state of Uttarakhand, and senior execu-
tives from organizations such as the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), 
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Geological Survey of India (GSI), and the National Institute of Hydrology (NIH).
• According to a study by the Uttarakhand State Disaster Management Authority (USD-

MA), the town is located in a landslide-prone area, and the first instance of subsidence 
there was detailed in a 1976 Mishra Commission report.

Location :

• Joshimath, a town in the Garwhal Himalayas, is a significant stopping point on both the 
pilgrimage and hiking routes.

• It is located at an elevation of 1890 meters. However, the settlement of over 20,000 
people is also situated on a precarious mountain slope that has been made even more 
precarious by haphazard and indiscriminate growth.

• On the Rishikesh-Badrinath National Highway (NH-7) in Uttarakhand’s Chamoli district is 
the highland town of Joshimath.

• The town is used by tourists who are traveling to Badrinath, Auli, the Valley of Flowers, 
Hemkund Sahib, and other significant religious and tourism destinations in the state as 
an overnight rest stop.

• One of the most significant cantonments for the Army is located in Joshimath, which is 
also of tremendous strategic importance to the Indian armed forces.

• Running streams with a steep gradient originate in Vishnuprayag, a confluence of the 
Dhauliganga and Alaknanda rivers, and they pass through the town (which is located in 
seismic zone-V with high risk).

Geology:

• The study emphasized how the Joshimath region is extremely susceptible to subsidence 
due to eco-tectonic, geomorphic, and climatic elements combined.

• Joshimath, which is in the Chamoli district and is located in Zone V of the Seismic Zona-
tion Map, has seen a number of earthquakes with Richter magnitudes under 5.

• Vayikra Thurst (VT), a tectonic fault line, is practically directly beneath Joshimath. The 
town is also extremely near two major geological fault lines, the Main Central Thrust 
(MCT) and the Pandukeshwar Thrust (PT).

• The Town is located under Helang, a little to the south of Joshimath Town, where MCT 
juxtaposes with rocks from the Garhwal Group (Joshimath Formation), placing it in the 
effect zone of any tectonic activity on MCT.

• The Border Roads Organization (BRO) is constructing a bypass at Helang. Which will cut 
the journey to the Badrinath shrine by around 30 kilometers. According to experts, the 
“earth tectonic activity” underneath may cause more landslides.

• In 1976, the Mishra Commission report—headed by MC Mishra, recommended signifi-
cant construction in the vicinity of Joshimath.

REASONS BEHIND THE SINKING OF JOSHIMATH

• A 1976 Mishra Committee investigation states that Joshimath is located on a layer of 
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sand and stone rather than the main rock, which is where the ancient landslide that 
caused it occurred. On an old landslide, it is situated. According to the paper, the Alak-
nanda and Dhauliganga rivers’ currents also contribute to the occurrence of landslides 
by undercutting the ground.

• Restrictions on heavy construction activities, blasting or excavating to remove rocks for 
road repairs and other works, and tree cutting were among the committee’s recommen-
dations.

• Geographically, boulders, gneissic rocks, and loose soil with a limited bearing capacity 
are covered by old landslide debris on the area’s dispersed rocks.

• These gneissic rocks are severely worn, have a low cohesive value, and have a propensity 
for high pore pressure when wet, particularly during monsoons.

• Unplanned Construction activities: Over the past two decades, increased construction, 
hydroelectric projects, and the enlargement of the NH have rendered the slopes ex-
tremely unstable.

• Land Erosion: The city’s fate is also attributed to the flowing waters from Vishnuprayag 
and sliding along the natural waterways.

 
Joshimath crisis

Land subsidence

• The term “land subsidence” refers to the slow settling or abrupt sinking of the Earth’s 
surface as a result of the loss or movement of subsurface earth elements.

• The surface of the Earth may drop suddenly or gradually through land subsidence.
• The most frequent cause of subsidence, which is the sinking of the ground as a result 

of underground material movement, is the removal of water, oil, natural gas, or mineral 
resources from the earth through pumping, fracking, or mining activities.

• Additionally, subsidence can result from natural occurrences including earthquakes, soil 
compaction, glacial isostatic adjustment, erosion, the creation of sinkholes, and the ad-
dition of water to fine soils deposited by wind (a natural process known as loess depos-
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its).

Recommendations of Mishra Committee Report:

• Limitations on heavy buildings should be put in place, and slope excavation should also 
be restricted. Construction should only be permitted once the stability of the site and 
the soil’s ability to support loads has been assessed.

• Keeping the boulders: In landslide-prone places, it is important to avoid removing rocks 
and boulders from the hill’s base because doing so would reduce the toe support and 
raise the risk of landslides.

• Crack sealing: It is important to seal any cracks that have formed on slopes. The bottom-
most portion of a landslide is known as the toe.

• Tree plantation: It also suggested against felling trees in the landslide zone and suggest-
ed that significant planting be done there, especially between Marwari and Joshimath.

• It is forbidden to cultivate on slopes: Plowing, for example, loosens the soil, creating the 
potential for landslides.

• Water seepage Control: To stop the seepage of open rainwater, a pucca drainage system 
must be built. This will help to prevent future landslides.

• Cobbled roads: Cobbled roads must be metalled and free of scuppers, which remove 
water from the road surface.

• River training: It is important to build structures to direct the flow of the river. There 
should be adequate support for hanging boulders on the hillsides.
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Way ahead:

• Keeping people safe should be a top focus right away. The state administration needs to 
open up a direct line of communication with the impacted citizens.

• A reconstruction strategy with a deadline must be created.
• Seismic monitoring must be done continuously.
• Joshimath should also have a risk-sensitive urban development plan created.

UPSC Civil Services Examination Previous Year Questions (PYQs):

Q. Bring out the causes for more frequent landslides in the Himalayas than in the Western 
Ghats. (2013)

Q. Describe the various causes and effects of landslides. Mention the important compo-
nents of the National Landslide Risk Management Strategy. (2021)

Superconductivity of Mercury

This article covers “Daily current events “and the topic is about ‘Superconductivity of 
Mercury’ which is in news, it covers the “scientific innovations and discoveries” In GS-3, and 
the following content has relevance for UPSC. 

For Prelims: Superconductor, Superconductivity of mercury
For Mains: GS-3, Science and technology

Why in News:

A recent discovery by a research team provides a clear picture of Mercury’s superconductivity.

About superconductor:

• When a substance gets colder than a critical temperature, it is said to become a 
superconductor because it gives no resistance to the electric current.

• Superconductors come in a variety of common forms, including those made of aluminum, 
magnesium diboride, niobium, copper oxide, yttrium barium, and iron pnictides.

HOW MERCURY BECOMES A SUPERCONDUCTOR (SUPERCONDUCTIVITY OF 
MERCURY)

• Mercury’s superconductivity was discovered in 1911 by Dutch physicist Heike Kamerlingh 
Onnes.

• The threshold temperature, which he discovered, is the point at which solid mercury 
presents no resistance to the flow of an electric current.

• Solid mercury presents no resistance to the flow of electric current below a very low 
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temperature known as the threshold temperature.

HOW MERCURY IS ABLE TO BECOME SUPERCONDUCTING: BARDEEN-COOPER-
SCHRIEFFER (BCS) THEORY EXPLANATION

• Since the ideas of the Bardeen-Cooper-Schrieffer (BCS) hypothesis could account for the 
superconductivity of mercury, scientists categorized it as a conventional superconductor.

• Although the BCS theory has been used to explain superconductivity in a variety of 
materials, scientists have never fully grasped how it works in mercury, the earliest 
superconductor.

• Utilizing cutting-edge theoretical and computational techniques, the researchers 
discovered that mercury exhibits anomalies in all physical parameters pertinent to 
conventional superconductivity.

BCS’s explanation:

• In BCS superconductors, the atom grid’s vibrational energy induces electron pairing, 
leading to the formation of so-called Cooper pairs.

• Below a certain temperature, these Copper couples can flow without resistance like water 
in a stream.

• The team’s simulations provided a clearer picture of how superconductivity develops in 
mercury by taking into account some elements that physicists had previously ignored.

• For instance, the researchers were able to explain why mercury has such a low threshold 
temperature (about -270°C) when they took into consideration the relationship between 
an electron’s spin and momentum.

Recent Development:

• A research team in their article that was published in the journal Physical Review B, a 
team of Italian researchers addressed this gap.

• Modern theoretical and computational methods were applied by the researchers, who 
discovered that mercury exhibits anomalies in all the physical characteristics necessary 
for conventional superconductivity.

• The threshold temperature of mercury superconductivity was determined theoretically, 
and it was predicted to be within 2.5% of the measured value.

Considerations of both recent and historical factors:

• The team’s simulations provided a clearer picture of how superconductivity develops in 
mercury by considering several elements that were previously ignored (such as Cooper 
Pairs).

• When the researchers took into account the connection between an electron’s spin and 
momentum, for instance, they were able to explain why mercury has such a low threshold 
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temperature (of about -270°C).

Mercury and the Coulomb repulsion:

• Similar to this, the team discovered that in mercury, one electron in each pair had a greater 
energy level than the other.

• Apparently, this information reduced the Coulomb repulsion (in which charges repel one 
another) between them and promoted superconductivity.

• In this way, the team has clarified how mercury can behave as a superconductor below its 
critical temperature.

• Their techniques and findings imply that we might have overlooked analogous anomalous 
properties in other materials, opening the door to previously unrecognized ones that can 
be utilized for better and more innovative real-world applications.

Applications:

• These are utilized in the memory section of computers as well as in submarine detection 
and underwater communication.

• utilized in medical diagnostics, such as in nuclear magnetic resonance imaging equipment 
and other magnetic imaging systems (NMR).

• utilized for train levitation at high speeds.
• Magnetic cardiograms, based on magnetic fields produced by electric currents in the 

heart, can be obtained using SQUIDS (Superconducting Quantum Interference Devices).

Way Ahead:

• This creates opportunities to examine other materials for superconductivity, which exhibits 
comparable odd phenomena in other materials.

• It can be used to develop fresh and improved real-world applications.

Relationship between Judiciary and Legislature

This article covers “Daily current events “and the topic is about the ‘Relationship between 
Judiciary and legislature’ which is in news, it covers the “Separation of power” In GS-2, and 
the following content has relevance for UPSC. 

For Prelims: Separation of power
For Mains: GS -2, Issues and significance of the separation of power
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Why in news:

The 83rd All India Presiding Officers Conference will cover topics such as India’s G-20 
leadership, the judiciary-legislative relationship, and the efficient operation of Parliament and 
Assemblies.

ABOUT JUDICIARY AND LEGISLATURE

• The division of a government’s legislative, executive, and judicial responsibilities is known 
as the separation of powers. Since all three branches must approve for laws to be made, 
carried out, and administered, it reduces the likelihood of arbitrary government actions.

• Any branch of the government is prohibited from concentrating too much power due to 
constitutional delineation.

HISTORIC BACKGROUND OF THE DOCTRINE OF SEPARATION OF POWERS

• Aristotle, who lived in the 4th century BC, originally introduced the idea of separation of 
powers in his writings, referring to the General Assembly, Public Officials, and Judiciary 
as the three branches of government.

• On the current design tenet of separation of powers, John Locke’s (1632–1704) constitutional 
philosophy was elaborated.

• The work of the philosopher Montesquieu, whose work is based on the English system, 
was produced in the 18th century and is a highly systematic and scientific theory.

• James Madison, the father of the American constitution, stated that the judicial, executive 
and legislative branches should all have equal power.

Separation of Powers
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Constitutional provisions of the Judiciary and Legislature

• Article 50 states that the state must take action to keep the judiciary and executive branches 
separate.

• Articles 121 and 211 prohibit discussion of the judicial actions of Supreme Court and 
High Court judges in the Parliament and State Legislatures.

• Articles 122 and 212 states that no court may challenge the legality of legislative or 
parliamentary proceedings.

• According to Article 361, neither the President nor the Governor is subject to legal 
accountability for the way they carry out their official responsibilities.

• The various organs can impose checks on one another through specific provisions in a 
system of checks and balances.

• For instance the Judicial review, the court has the authority to examine the legislative and 
executive branches’ acts

• If a statute is unconstitutional or arbitrary as defined by Article 13 of the Constitution, the 
judiciary has the authority to invalidate it (If it violates Fundamental rights)

• The legislature may examine how the executive is conducting itself.
• The administration appoints judges, who serve in an independent judiciary.
• A system of checks and balances makes sure that no organ gains excessive power.

Judicial Interpretations:
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FUNCTIONAL OVERLAPPING OF JUDICIARY AND LEGISLATURE

• Due to the impossibility of tight delineation, each organ tends to encroach on the territory 
of other functionaries while carrying out its duties.

• For instance, in cases of the impeachment of the President (Article 61) and the dismissal 
of judges, the legislature performs the judicial duty.

• powers, privileges, and immunities of the executives under Article 105.
• The executive head must follow the guidance and recommendations of the cabinet, 

according to Article 74(1).
• The Court has the authority to review any constitutional amendments made by parliament.
• Concerns Regarding Functional Overlapping
• Accountability: One drawback of overlapping powers is that one organ cannot be held 

responsible for its actions. For instance, judicial decisions in the allocation cases for 2G 
and coal.

• Faith can be eroded by repeatedly interfering with one organ’s ability to function in a way 
that is detrimental to the integrity, effectiveness, and quality of the other organs.

• Accumulation of power: It erodes the spirit of democracy because it weakens the check 
and balance system when too much power is concentrated in certain political institutions.

• Negative impact on development: Overstepping one jurisdiction’s boundaries may make 
it difficult for the government to run effectively, harming both public services and overall 
development.

•  Significance of functional overlapping
• Governmental bodies have the authority to stop arbitrary actions by the other two bodies 

as a check and balance. For instance, the Supreme Court’s authority to conduct judicial 
review

• Rule of law: Power-sharing agreements between the executive, legislative, and judicial 
branches of government improve accountability and equity in rule of law.

• Reduces scope of dispute among government organs: The constitutional separation of the 
supreme and subordinate powers limits arbitrary behavior.

• Cooperation: Overlapping functions lead to power decentralization and sharing.

JUDICIAL OVERREACH AND JUDICIAL ACTIVISM

• Judicial activism is the term for the judiciary’s proactive role in advancing justice in society 
and defending the rights of citizens.

• When the court begins to interfere with how the legislative or executive branches of the 
government conduct their business, that is what is known as judicial overreach.

• Both judicial activism and judicial excess violate the separation of powers, such as when 
they interfere with the executive’s daily operations or make laws or frame policies.

• It talks about the executive’s and legislature’s inaction.
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• creates a judiciary that is active and pro-people. At the same time, it undermines 
democracy’s spirit.

• Suo Moto lawsuits and Public Interest Litigation (PIL) have made it possible for the 
judiciary to get involved in numerous public matters even when the party in question 
hasn’t filed a complaint.

Recent Occurrences

• In Delhi, the national green tribunal has banned diesel trucks older than ten years.
• Orders on Diwali fireworks, citing increased pollution and environmental protection.
• The Pegasus case raises serious concerns about the Supreme Court and judicial 

independence, and it is being used to invalidate the National Judicial Accountability 
Commission Act, which seeks to ensure transparency and accountability.

• Decriminalization of Homosexuality.
• Supreme Court Instructions in the Prakash Singh Case of 2006: The Supreme Court’s 

seven main instructions in the judgment included establishing the tenure and choosing 
the DGP (Director General of Police) in order to prevent instances when officers who 
were about to retire were awarded the position.

Way Ahead

• A necessary part of the evolution of democracy is the theory of separation of powers. 
None of the republic’s three distinct organs may assume the duties delegated to the other.

• The executive, legislative, and judicial branches of government work together to fill the 
gap and ensure efficient operation.

• A Constitutional system with a tight division of powers is unwelcome and impractical for 
a democratic government and varied population like India. But sensible and deliberate 
constitutional functional overlap opens the door to democratic cooperation between the 
three branches of the government.

• Such shared cooperation fills the gap between the executive, legislative, and judicial 
branches of government, promoting efficient operation.
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Estuary: Habitat of Indian Skimmer

 

This article covers “Daily current events “and the topic is about ‘Godavari estuary and Indian 
skimmer’ which is in news, it covers the “Environment and ecology: Conservation” In GS-3, 
and the following content has relevance for UPSC. 

For Prelims: Facts about Godavari estuary, Indian skimmer, Mangroves, Ramasar site
For Mains: GS-3, GS-1, Geography of Godavari estuary and Coringa Wildlife sanctuary, 
Mangroves, Ramasar site

Why In the news:

According to the deputy director of the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS), the 
Godavari estuary in Andhra Pradesh has developed into an ideal and secure habitat for the 
Indian Skimmer (Rynchops albicollis).

ABOUT GODAVARI SANCTUARY

• The Godavari Mangroves of the Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary (CWLS) are reputed to be the 
second-largest mangroves in India. The Sundarbans in West Bengal are the world’s largest 
mangrove forest.

• In the estuaries of the Krishna and Godavari rivers, Andhra Pradesh has mangrove forests. 
The Godavari mangroves are situated in the East Godavari district’s Godavari Estuary

GODAVARI ESTUARY
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Mangroves map of Andhra Pradesh

• The CWLS, which is situated in Andhra Pradesh, is home to several endangered species, 
including the fishing

• cat, Indian skimmer, otter, jackal, sea turtles, seagulls, pelicans, storks, herons, snipes, and 
flamingos, among others.

• Along with the mangrove forest, the sanctuary also has jurisdiction over Hope Island, a 
naturally created sandy stretch in the middle of the sea that has become synonymous with 
biodiversity.

• Olive Ridley Sea Turtles also annually nest at a location in the refuge from January to 
March.

• When UNESCO designates the Coringa sanctuary as a heritage site, both tourists and the 
wildlife that lives in the mangroves will benefit.

ESTUARY ECOSYSTEM

• Where a river or a stream empties into the sea is known as an estuary (mouth of the river).
• It is a coastal region that is partially enclosed, brackish (salinity ranges from 0-35 ppt), has 

one or more rivers or streams running into it, and has a free connection to the open sea.
• Between river ecosystems and ocean settings, estuaries create an ecological transition 

zone (ecotone).
• River mouths, coastal bays, tidal marshes, lagoons, and deltas are all examples of estuaries.
• Estuaries are created as a result of tectonic activity, sea level rise, sand and sandbar 

movement, glacial activities, and sand migration.
• Every plant and animal in estuaries is exposed to salinity changes, to which they have 

evolved (osmoregulation).
• Tidal motion has a big impact on estuaries. Depending on how many tides there are, they 

receive a daily or twice-daily seawater wash.
• Tidal bores are important in some small estuaries. Tidal bores seriously harm the ecology 

of the estuary.
• Freshwater carrying fertile silt and runoff from the land combines with salty sea water at 

estuaries.

Importance of Estuary

• Because marine species from both ecosystems coexist in a zone of mixed freshwater and 
saline water, these bodies of water are the most productive in the world (more productive 
than wetlands).

• Mangroves, wetlands, estuaries, grasslands, and other ecotone regions (transitional zones) 
have far higher productivity levels than natural ecosystems such as forest ecosystems, 
ocean ecosystems, pond ecosystems, riverine ecosystems, desert environments, etc. This 
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is a result of the diverse species from the nearby ecosystems existing in the ecotone.
• Additionally, an estuary has relatively little wave activity, making it a peaceful haven from 

the open sea that is suitable for the survival of many aquatic species.
• During storms and strong landward winds, the extensive mangrove forests on an estuary’s 

seaward side serve as a barrier to keep the wind from reaching the coastal habitat.
• Mangroves serve as a filter, capturing muck and sand carried downstream by rivers, 

causing deltas to form around estuaries.
• Due to the exposure to salt water, clay and alluvium particles precipitate frequently in the 

estuary region (saline water precipitates fine alluvium).
• Estuaries serve as a barrier between coastal catchments and the marine environment by 

storing and recycling nutrients, trapping sediment, and trapping water.
• They serve as a natural water filter by absorbing, trapping, and detoxifying contaminants.
• Fisheries are among the many natural resources found in estuaries, which also have 

wetlands, creeks, lagoons, mangroves, and seagrass beds.
• As a result, they make excellent places for ports and harbors because they are deep and 

well-protected from maritime infractions.
• Human settlements often locate themselves along the banks of estuary channels. These 

towns use the estuaries for commercial and recreational purposes, as well as for the 
disposal of municipal and industrial waste today.

THE INDIAN SKIMMER (RYNCHOPS ALBICOLLIS)

• The Indian skimmer’s large, orange-yellow beak and slightly longer lower mandible (jaw) 
are two of its most distinctive characteristics (Rynchops albicollis).

• The maximum length of the Indian Skimmer:40-43 cm

Indian Skimmer
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Distribution

• The coastal estuaries of western and eastern India are home to the Indian skimmer, which 
is more prevalent during the winter months.

• Larger, sandy lowland rivers, lakes, and nearby marshes are its main habitats. During the 
non-breeding season, estuaries and coastlines are also where you can find it.

• Less than 2,500 birds make up the population, and about 20% of them nest along the 
Chambal River.

• The species is found in India near the Chambal river in Central India, in a few locations 
in Odisha, and in Andhra Pradesh.

• IUCN Red List: Endangered
• CITES Status: Not included.

Threat

• Its population reduction is primarily due to the loss of wetlands and riverine habitats.
• The damming of the Chambal River in upstream Rajasthan has had a detrimental effect on 

its population at the National Chambal Sanctuary in Uttar Pradesh because the reduced 
water levels allowed predators and cattle access to breeding islands.

Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART)

This article covers “Daily current events “and the topic is about ‘Assisted Reproductive 
Technology ’ which is in news, it covers “Government policies and interventions, scientific 
innovations and discoveries” In GS-2 and GS-3, the following content has relevance for UPSC. 

For Prelims: About Assisted reproductive technology, health, ART regulations act
For Mains: GS-2, GS-3, Government policies and interventions, Health aspects of women, 
Impact of ART regulation act, 2021

Why in news:

According to the Kerala High Court, deciding whether to start a family is a fundamental right 
and placing an age restriction on it is a restriction that has to be reviewed.

ABOUT ASSISTED REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGY

• This definition states that all fertility therapies that deal with either eggs or embryos are 
considered to be ART. In general, ART treatments entail surgically removing eggs from a 
woman’s ovaries, fertilizing them in a lab with sperm, and either putting them back into 
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her body or giving them to another woman.
• They exclude procedures where only sperm are treated (such as intrauterine—or artificial—

insemination) or where a woman takes medication solely to increase egg production 
without intending to have eggs extracted.

CONCERN ASSOCIATED

• When deciding on a number of petitions contesting the age requirement of 50 for women 
and 55 for men set forth in the Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART) (Regulation) 
Act, 2021, for undergoing assisted reproductive technology, the court issued the directive.

• The petitioners contend that the ART Act’s Section 21(G) prescription of the upper age 
restriction is arbitrary, unjustified, and a violation of their right to reproduction, which is 
recognized as a basic right.

• They attempted to have it ruled unconstitutional.
• The National Assisted Reproductive Technology and Surrogacy Board has been instructed 

by the High Court to inform the Union government that the maximum age limit for 
utilizing assisted reproductive technology has to be reviewed.

• In addition, the petitioners have contested the clause that includes medical professionals 
in the scope of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and makes offenses cognizable.

• Due to the threat of legal action, these regulations are having a chilling effect on IVF 
practitioners across the nation, preventing them from carrying out their professional 
responsibilities.

ABOUT THE ASSISTED REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGY (REGULATION) ACT, 
2021

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

A system for implementing the ART (Regulation) Act 2021 is provided.

By establishing the National Assisted Reproductive Technology and Surrogacy Board, the 
ART (Regulation) Act 2021 offers a structure for carrying out the surrogacy law.

The Act aims at regulating and monitoring ART clinics and banks, preventing misuse, and 
ensure the safe and moral provision of ART services.

ART SERVICES ARE AS FOLLOWS

The Act defines ART as any method that attempts to conceive a child by handling the sperm 
or oocyte (immature egg cell) outside of the body and transferring the gamete or embryo 
into the female reproductive system. These include gestational surrogacy, in vitro fertilization 
(IVF), and sperm or egg gamete donation.
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The following channels will offer ART services

• ART banks, which collect, filter, and store gametes, as well as
• ART clinics, which provide ART-related treatments and procedures.
Donor Eligibility Requirements
Males and females between the ages of 21 and 55 may provide semen, and females between the 
ages of 23 and 35 may provide eggs. Only one egg donation is allowed per woman’s lifetime, 
and no more than seven eggs may be taken from her. A bank is not allowed to provide a 
single donor’s gametes to more than one commissioning party (i.e., couples or single women 
seeking services).

Conditions for Offering Services

Only with the donor’s and commissioning parties’ written approval may ART treatments 
be performed. In order to protect the egg donor, the commissioning party must provide 
insurance (for any loss, damage, or death).

Rights of a Child Born Through ART

A Child Born Through ART Will Be Considered a Biological Child Of The Commissioning 
Couple And Will Be Entitled To The Rights And Privileges Available To A Natural Child Of 
The Commissioning Couple. A donor won’t have any parental responsibilities for the child.

Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART)
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SHORTCOMINGS

• Unmarried and heterosexual couples are excluded
The Act prohibits transgender people, married or unmarried homosexual couples, divorced 
or widowed homosexual couples, and unmarried but cohabiting heterosexual couples from 
utilizing ART services.

This exclusion is important since the Surrogacy Act forbids the aforementioned individuals 
from using surrogacy as a means of reproduction.

• Reduces Reproductive Options: The Act is only applicable to commissioning couples who 
are infertile, or who have been unable to conceive after a year of unprotected coitus. The 
reproductive options of individuals who are excluded are thus much diminished and its 
applicability is constrained.
Prices are not regulated, but this is something that can be fixed with a few straightforward 
instructions.

Way ahead:

• Independent groups, not clinic ethics committees, should give the required counseling, 
not patients.

• The directives of the federal and state governments should be binding on all ART entities 
since they serve the national interest, good relations with other countries, and the public 
interest.

• Prior to having an impact on millions, all raised constitutional, medico-legal, ethical, and 
regulatory concerns must be carefully examined.

Free Trade Agreements

The topic talks about how the Free trade agreement impacts the Indian Economy. 

Relevance for Prelims: About FTA, FTA in news
Relevance for Mains: Utility and back draws of FTA’s

Why in News?

Recently, India has been in talks with many countries to sign a Free Trade Agreement.

ABOUT THE FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS

Free Trade Agreements are agreements between one or more than two countries where they 
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decide to reduce or bring down the tariffs imposed by them. Recently, it has been noted by 
many economists that many FTA signed by India has not turned out beneficial for them.

Free Trade Agreements

REASONS FOR ADVERSE RESULT OF FTA’S SIGNED BY INDIA

• Asymmetric Benefit: A report by the Asian Development Bank observed that India utilizes 
the potential of its FTA to a very low extent which is the lowest in Asia. (2-25%).

• Limited Export Growth in Value-Added Sectors: Out of 21 sectors, India suffers Trade 
Deficit in 13 sectors. Growth in value-added sectors has been very sluggish.

• Misuse of FTAs: Many countries like China have misused the FTAs signed by India with 
ASEAN. Example: Exponential Rise of Electronics from Vietnam and Myanmar which 
are routed from China. This is known as the Circumvention of Rules of Origin.

• Non-Tariff Barriers: Barriers like phyto-sanitary controls restrict the quantum of sales and 
growth of India’s economy.

• Domestic Elements: High logistics costs and difficulty in doing business are among a few 
reasons for the low utilization of FTAs.

• Strengthening the Rules of Origin Mechanism and starting negotiations on existing FTAs 
is the need of the hour. The current global dynamics make a perfect case for India to 
relook at its FTAs through a new lens.
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INFLATION IN UNITED STATES

Relevance for Prelims: Inflation in the United States and its implications on Global World
Relevance for Mains: Bond Yield Inversion and Recession

Context

Recently, the Inflation level in the United States has surpassed 6%, the highest ever in the last 
30 years. These figures are attracting a lot of attention around the globe leaving repercussions 
everywhere.

There are many reasons which could be attributed to increase in inflation such as an increase 
in money supply by Fed Reserve Bank, Handout-induced, and supply-side disruptions.

Inflation in the US

IMPACT OF INFLATION IN THE UNITED STATES ON INDIA

• IMPORTED INFLATION: Price rise in global economies results in imported inflation. 
Whatever India buys from the US will be costly comparatively and will further induce 
inflation.

• CONTRACTIONARY MONETARY POLICY: An increase in inflation generally leads to 
the central bank using contractionary policies which will decrease consumption, leading 

http://www.plutusias.com


23
www.plutusias.com

to fewer exports in India.
• HIGH COST OF BORROWING: Indian investors who borrow funds from overseas 

markets owing to lower interest rates will find it higher due to contractionary monetary 
policy which makes lending dearer.

• IMPACT ON REMITTANCES: An increase in inflation could also affect in remittance 
supply, given the fact the U.S. is one of the top countries from which India receives 
remittances.

• In order to deal with this situation, RBI might have to align its policies with global ones as 
imported inflation is one of the worst to deal with.

Voice of Global South Summit-2023

This article covers “Daily current events “and the topic is about ‘The global south summit’ 
which is in news, it covers the ‘international relations and agreements involving India’ In GS-
2, and the following content has relevance for UPSC. 
For Prelims: About major global south countries
For Mains: GS-2, Significance of global south countries

Why in news

• The Voice of the Global South Summit-2023’s Energy Ministers session, with the topic 
“Energy Security and Development: Roadmap to Prosperity,” was addressed by the 
Honorable Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

• The summit was officially launched by the honorable prime minister on January 12, 2023, 
as a significant gathering of countries to discuss political, economic, social, environmental, 
cultural, and technical challenges.

• The session acted as a forum to explore suggestions from the developing world for ensuring 
affordable, practical, and sustainable energy security.

About

• India organized the meeting to express the concerns of the developing nations regarding 
the pandemic and the conflict in Ukraine.

• There are eight ministerial sessions scheduled for the event, including ones on finance, 
energy, education, foreign policy, and trade.

• The conference’s theme, “Unity of Voice, Unity of Purpose,” fundamentally entails bringing 
together countries from the global south to discuss their goals and viewpoints on a wide 
range of issues.

http://www.plutusias.com


24
www.plutusias.com

• Figure- Many nations in the Northern Hemisphere are included in the Global North (in 
blue), as well as some in the Southern Hemisphere like Australia and New Zealand. The 
countries that make up the Global South (in red) are mostly in the southern hemisphere 
but also some are in the northern hemisphere.

Global South Summit

ABOUT GLOBAL SOUTH

• India invited more than 120 nations to the summit, which is referred to as the Global 
South and encompasses the developing and less developed nations of the world.

• The purpose of the summit is for India to work to make sure that the G20 summit, which 
will be hosted by India later this year, would advance the inputs received from partner 
nations during the Voice of the Summit discussions.

• India’s current G20 Presidency offers a unique and powerful opportunity for nations 
whose voices are frequently ignored.

GLOBAL NORTH AND GLOBAL SOUTH OF THE WORLD

• The idea of the global north and south, sometimes known as the north-south divide in 
a global context, refers to a collection of nations that have similar socioeconomic and 
political traits.

• Latin America, Asia, Africa, and Oceania collectively are referred to as the “Global South” 
in this context. It is one of a group of terms, including “Third World” and “Periphery,” that 
refers to areas outside of Europe and North America. On one side of the alleged divide, 
which is made up of the countries of the Global North, are primarily (though not always) 
low-income and frequently politically or culturally marginalized nations (often equated 
with developed countries).

• The majority of the Global South, for instance, is geographically located in the Northern 
Hemisphere, hence the word does not necessarily relate to a southern region.

• First introduced as a more open and value-free substitute for “Third World” and similarly 
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potentially “valuing,” the word is now used by governments and organizations focused on 
development.

• The term, as it is now used by governmental and developmental organizations, was 
initially developed as a more open and value-free replacement for “Third World” and 
related, potentially “valuing” terminology like developing countries. The countries in the 
Global South are frequently still under the effects of colonialism today or have recently 
begun the industrialization process.

UNIFYING THE GLOBAL SOUTH

• The Prime Minister has set the stage through this event on behalf of developing nations, 
many of whom are connected by a shared history of colonialism.

• India offered to speak for the countries of the Global South and presented a new agenda 
to the globe at the event, which was entitled “Respond, Recognize Respect, and Reform.”

• Asia, Africa, and South America are together referred to as the “Global South.”

CURRENT CRISIS

• In accordance with PM, the world is enduring a crisis, and it is unclear how long this “state 
of instability” will remain.

• The “eight-decade-old model of global governance” does not give the Global South a 
meaningful voice, and it should influence the “emerging order.”

• According to him, It hasn’t been responsible for most global problems. But we feel the 
effects more. This has been demonstrated by the COVID pandemic, climate change, 
terrorism, and even the crisis in Ukraine. Additionally, our role or voice is not taken into 
account in the search for solutions.

• India’s objective is to represent the Global South in 2023.
• Our goal is to raise the voice of this organization as India begins its G20 Presidency this 

year.

SIGNIFICANCE

Similarities:
• The labels of the South are distinguished by two factors. First, they may be more accurate at 

classifying nations by comparing their income, healthcare, and education indices, among 
other factors.

• The fact that most of the South’s nations have a history of colonization, mostly at the hands 
of European powers, is another thing they share in common.

Current necessities:
• Part of the reason the idea is being reemphasized now is the recent economic rise of some 

of these South Asian nations, including China and India.
• Many believe that multiple powers now influence worldwide politics, as opposed to just 
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the US.
• The advancements made by many Asian nations are also seen as undermining the notion 

that the North is the deal.

WAY AHEAD

• In this multipolar world, the entire North and South must cooperate to address the 
problems facing both established and developing nations and to advance the interests of 
the East in the same way as the West.

• Some economists have proposed that unrestricted capital flows between nations and 
global free trade might reduce the gap between the North and the South.

• If trade and capital flows were more equitable, developing nation’s ability to advance their 
economic development might be possible.

• There is evidence that some South American nations are developing quickly and providing 
a lot of aid to other South American nations.

http://www.plutusias.com

