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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE

APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION COMMIS-
SIONERS IN INDIA

Why in the news?

The Rajya Sabha has approved legislation aimed at 
overseeing the appointment process of the Election 
Commission of India. This bill ensures that the sta-
tus of the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and 
two Election Commissioners (ECs) remains equiva-
lent to that of Supreme Court judges. In contrast, 
the preceding bill had intended to diminish their 
service conditions by bringing them in line with 
those of a Cabinet Secretary.

Background:

On August 10, the Chief Election Commissioner and 
other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Con-
ditions of Service and Term of Office) Bill, 2023, was 
introduced in the Rajya Sabha, attempting to mod-
ify constitutional provisions governing the Election 
Commission (EC). The bill, seeking to align EC mem-
bers’ service conditions with those of a Cabinet 
Secretary, faced criticism for downgrading their sta-
tus equivalent to Supreme Court judges.

Reintroduction and Key Amendments:

The Bill resurfaced in the Rajya Sabha on Decem-
ber 12, accompanied by significant amendments 
aiming to restore the status of EC members. These 
amendments aimed to maintain the CEC and two 
ECs on par with judges of the Supreme Court.

Key Highlights of the Bill:

●	 Panel Composition Changes:

○	 Removes the Chief Justice of India (CJI) from 
the selection committee, replacing them 
with a Cabinet Minister nominated by the 
Prime Minister.

○	 Includes the Leader of the Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha as a committee member.

●	 Selection Criteria:

○	 Requires EC members to have held a post 
equivalent to Secretary to the Government 
of India.

○	 Emphasizes integrity, knowledge, and expe-
rience in the management and conduct of 
elections.

●	 Selection Process:

○	 Involves a Search Committee headed by the 
Law Minister proposing a panel of names to 
the selection committee.

○	 The Selection Committee, chaired by the 
PM, includes the Leader of the Opposition 
and a Cabinet Minister nominated by the 
Prime Minister.

○	 Allows the consideration of candidates out-
side the Search Committee’s panel.

●	 Terms and Tenure:

○	 Maintains the CEC and ECs’ terms at six 
years or until the age of 65, with salaries 
equivalent to Supreme Court judges.

●	 Repeal of Act:

○	 Repeals the Election Commission (Condi-
tions of Service of Election Commissioners 
and Transaction of Business) Act, 1991.

●	 Removal Procedure:

○	 Aligns CEC’s removal with that of an SC 
judge; election commissioners can only be 
removed based on the CEC’s recommenda-
tion.

●	 Legal Protection:

○	 Introduces a provision protecting current 
and former CECs and election commission-
ers from civil or criminal proceedings relat-
ed to their official duties.



PLUTUS IAS 				             WEEKLY CURRENT AFFAIRS		  www.plutusias.com

November2023						      2

PLUTUS IA
S

Criticism:

Some Opposition leaders criticize the Bill for replac-
ing the CJI in the selection committee with a Cab-
inet Minister, raising concerns about the potential 
for the government to dominate candidate selec-
tion.

About Election Commission of India

The Election Commission of India, a permanent and 
independent body, is empowered by Article 324 
of the Constitution to conduct elections for Par-
liament, State Legislatures, and the offices of the 
President and Vice-President.

Appointment and Tenure:

●	 Legislative Framework:

○	 Article 324(2) grants the power of appoint-
ing the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) 
and Election Commissioners (ECs) to the 
President, subject to any law framed by Par-
liament.

○	 No specific legislation has been enacted for 
this purpose.

●	 Current Appointment Process:

○	 The President appoints CEC and ECs based 
on the advice of the Union Council of Minis-
ters, led by the Prime Minister.

○	 They serve a term of six years or until the 
age of 65, receiving the same status, salary, 
and perks as Judges of the Supreme Court.

●	 Removal Process:

○	 The CEC can only be removed in the same 
manner and on the same grounds as a judge 
of the Supreme Court.

○	 Retiring Election Commissioners are not 
barred from further government appoint-
ments.

Supreme Court’s Intervention:

●	 Constitutional Bench Ruling:

○	 A five-judge Constitution Bench of the Su-
preme Court addressed petitions advocat-
ing a selection process akin to the CBI Direc-
tor’s appointment.

●	 Disapproval of Current System:

○	 In March 2023, the Supreme Court unani-
mously disapproved of the existing system 
where the Centre appoints members of the 
Election Commission.

●	 Call for Legislative Action:

○	 Pointing to Article 324(2), the Court urged 
Parliament to enact a law specifying criteria 
for selection, service conditions, and tenure 
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of the CEC and ECs.

●	 Interim Panel Appointment:

○	 Until a law is enacted, the apex court es-
tablished an interim panel consisting of the 
Prime Minister, Chief Justice of India, and 
the Leader of the Opposition for making 
these appointments.

SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS ABROGATION 
OF ARTICLE 370

Why in the news?

A five-judge bench of the Supreme Court has up-
held the Abrogation of Article 370

Background:

Following the abrogation of Article 370, several pe-
titions were submitted challenging this decision. On 
August 28, 2019, the Supreme Court acknowledged 
these petitions and decided to hear them. To ad-
dress the legal challenges surrounding the abroga-
tion of Article 370 and the subsequent bifurcation 
of Jammu and Kashmir into two Union Territories, 
the Supreme Court formed a five-judge bench.

The Supreme Court recently delivered its verdict 
on the Union government’s 2019 move to amend 
Article 370 of the Constitution, which resulted in 
the abrogation of the special status granted to the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir. The court’s 
decision validated the Constitutional order that re-
voked Article 370.

Key Highlights of the Judgement:

●	 Unique Status of Jammu and Kashmir:

○	 The Supreme Court asserted that Jammu 
and Kashmir did not retain any element of 
sovereignty after its accession to India in 
1947.

○	 Despite an initial proclamation by Mahara-
ja Hari Singh to retain sovereignty, his suc-
cessor, Karan Singh, issued a proclamation 
stating that the Indian Constitution would 
prevail over all other laws in the state.

○	 A proclamation on November 25, 1949, by 
Yuvraj Karan Singh, repealed the Govern-
ment of India Act, 1935, and affirmed the 
applicability of the Indian Constitution to 
Jammu and Kashmir.

○	 The court emphasized that Jammu and 
Kashmir has always been an integral part of 
India.

●	 Statehood Restoration:

○	 The court deemed the reorganization of 
the erstwhile state into Union Territories in 
2019 as a temporary measure.

○	 It directed the Centre to work towards the 
restoration of statehood and the conduct of 
Legislative Assembly elections.

●	 Article 370 – Temporary Provision:

○	 The Supreme Court clarified that Article 370 
is a temporary, transitional provision.

○	 It highlighted that the temporary provision 
served a specific purpose during the war-
like situation in the state in 1947.

●	 Abrogation of Article 370:

○	 The court upheld both presidential procla-
mations of August 2019, which effectively 
abrogated Article 370.

○	 It referred to the 1994 ruling in ‘SR Bommai 
v Union of India,’ stating that the President’s 
orders were not prima facie malafide or an 
extraneous exercise of power during Presi-
dent’s rule.

●	 Truth and Reconciliation Commission:

○	 Justice Sanjay Kaul recommended the es-
tablishment of a Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission to investigate alleged human 
rights violations by both state and non-state 
actors in Jammu and Kashmir.

○	 The commission would serve as an official 
mechanism to acknowledge and address 
past wrongdoings for the resolution of his-
torical conflicts.
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Article 370: A Chronological Overview 

○	 Article 370, residing in Part XXI of the Consti-
tution, pertains to ‘Temporary, Transitional 
and Special Provisions.’ It grants special au-
tonomy to the region of Jammu and Kash-
mir (J&K) within the Indian constitutional 
framework.

Timeline:

●	 Constitutional Provision:

○	 Article 370 exempts J&K from the applicabil-
ity of most parts of the Indian Constitution.

○	 It allows the state to draft its own Constitu-
tion and places restrictions on Parliament’s 
legislative powers.

●	 Abrogation of Article 370:

○	 On August 5, 2019, the Indian government 
took a historic step by revoking nearly all of 
Article 370.

○	 The President issued The Constitution (Ap-
plication to Jammu And Kashmir) Order, 
2019, replacing ‘Constituent Assembly’ with 
‘Legislative Assembly [of Jammu & Kash-
mir]’ in Article 370(3).

○	 While technically amending the interpre-
tation clause Article 367, the order utilized 
Article 370(1) for this purpose.

○	 A Statutory Resolution in the Rajya Sabha 
abrogated most of Article 370, made possi-
ble during President’s rule in the state.

○	 On August 6, 2019, Parliament passed the 
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Bill, 
2019, leading to the bifurcation of the state 
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into two Union Territories: Jammu & Kash-
mir and Ladakh.

○	 Jammu & Kashmir was provided with a leg-
islative assembly.

PRELIMS QUESTIONS

Q1. With reference to Election Commission, con-
sider the following statements: 

1.	 The Chief Election Commissioner has overriding 
powers over other Election Commissioners

2.	 Election Commission is a Constitutional Body 
under Article 213 of the Constitution

3.	 Election Commission also conducts the election 
of Panchayats under its mandate

How many of the above statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) All three 

(d) None

Q2. With reference to the Supreme Court’s verdict 
on Article 370, consider the following statements:

1.	 The Supreme Court affirmed that Jammu and 
Kashmir retained an element of sovereignty af-
ter its accession to India in 1947.

2.	 Karan Singh’s proclamation to retain sovereign-
ty was upheld by the court.

3.	 The reorganization of Jammu and Kashmir into 
Union Territories in 2019 was deemed a perma-
nent measure by the court.

How many of the above statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) All three 

(d) None

ANSWERS

S. No. Answers
1. D
2. D

MAINS QUESTIONS

Q1. Evaluate the Significance of the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) in Safeguarding Democratic 
Values.

Q2. Discuss the implications and significance of 
the Supreme Court’s verdict on the abrogation of 
Article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir. Analyze the 
constitutional and historical aspects involved in 
the decision, considering the legal framework and 
the court’s reference to previous rulings. 
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NAMO DRONE DIDI INITIATIVE

Why in the news?

Recently, the Prime Minister has announced NAMO 
Drone Didi Initiative

Background:

The cornerstone of constructing a robust and ad-
vanced nation lies in the empowerment of women, 
particularly when they thrive economically and ac-
tively contribute to the prosperity of rural areas. A 
notable example of such an initiative is the recent 
announcement by the Prime Minister, known as the 
NAMO Drone Didi, disclosed during an engagement 
with recipients of central government schemes.

Introduction:

The NAMO Drone Didi Initiative is a groundbreak-
ing effort to revitalize farming practices and uplift 
rural women in India. By providing drones to 15,000 
women-led Self Help Groups (SHGs), the initiative 
seeks to revolutionize agriculture and empower 
women as key players in the rural economy.

Key Features:

●	 Empowering Rural Women with Drone Tech-
nology:

○	 Extending drone access to 15,000 women 
SHGs for farmers’ rental, fostering techno-
logical integration into rural life.

○	 Elevating rural women by placing them at 
the forefront of the economy through cut-
ting-edge drone technology.

●	 Pioneers of Agricultural Revolution:

○	 Cultivating a new agricultural revolution led 
by women drone pilots.

○	 Generating employment opportunities as 
drone pilots, mechanics, and spare-part 
dealers, reinforcing the economic backbone 

of rural communities.

●	 Opportunities for Start-ups:

○	 Paving the way for dynamic start-ups in 
drone aeronautics.

○	 Unleashing untapped potential in the 
emerging sector, contributing to economic 
growth and innovation.

●	 Effective Fertigation System:

○	 Harnessing drones as efficient fertigation 
systems for innovative liquid fertilizers.

○	 Addressing challenges in traditional fertil-
ization methods, fostering equity in agrari-
an family culture.

●	 Time and Labor Savings:

●	 Application of pesticides and fertilizers through 
drones streamlining processes, reducing physi-
cal toil.

●	 Granting farmers more time for productive ag-
ricultural work.

India’s Fertiliser Challenges:

●	 Import Dependency:

○	 Despite being a significant fertiliser produc-
er, India grapples with import challenges 
due to resource inadequacies.

○	 The pandemic and geopolitical situations 
add complexity to the sector.

Overcoming Challenges:

●	 Revival and Setting up New Plants:

○	 Government initiatives under the Atmanir-
bhar Bharat scheme successfully revive dor-
mant fertiliser units.

○	 Establishment of new units reduces import 
dependence and shields farmers from price 

ECONOMY
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volatility.

●	 Fertiliser Subsidies:

○	 Government subsidies ensure timely and 
affordable access to fertilisers for farmers.

●	 Efficient Fertigation System Development:

○	 Indigenous research yields liquid nano fer-
tilizers.

○	 Integration of drone technology addresses 
the challenge of developing an efficient fer-
tigation system.

Role of Kisan Drones:

●	 Efficient Fertigation System:

○	 Kisan Drones automate spraying systems, 
introducing a time-saving and efficient ap-
plication method.

○	 Overcoming challenges associated with 
conventional spraying methods.

Future Prospect of NAMO Drone Didi Initiative:

●	 Gamechanger for Women’s Empowerment:

○	 Poised to be a transformative force, propel-
ling women’s empowerment and rural pros-
perity.

○	 Anticipated to spearhead a modern agricul-
tural revolution with the support of Prad-
han Mantri Krishi Samriddhi Kendras.

Conclusion:

The NAMO Drone Didi Scheme not only revolution-
izes agriculture but also uplifts women, establish-
ing them as the backbone of the rural economy. It 
signifies a critical stride towards achieving Viksit 
Bharat or a developed India.

PRELIMS QUESTIONS

Q.1 With reference to the NAMO Drone Didi Initia-
tive, consider the following statements:

1.	 The initiative aims to provide drones to 15,000 
women-led Self Help Groups (SHGs) to revolu-
tionize agriculture and empower rural women.

2.	 The initiative focuses on the development of 
drone technology for efficient fertigation sys-
tems, addressing challenges in traditional fertil-
ization methods.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

ANSWERS

S. No. Answers
1. C

MAINS QUESTIONS

Q.2 Discuss the potential impact of integrating drone 
technology in agriculture, with a specific emphasis 
on the NAMO Drone Didi Initiative in India. 
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GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP ON ARTIFICIAL IN-
TELLIGENCE (GPAI)

Why in the news?

The New Delhi declaration has been unanimously 
embraced by the Global Partnership on Artificial 
Intelligence (GPAI), an alliance comprising 29 mem-
ber countries.

About Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence 
(GPAI)

Inception and Launch:

●	 Proposed by Canada and France at the 2018 G7 
summit.

●	 Officially launched in June 2020.

Membership Growth:

●	 Initially started with 15 member countries.

●	 Currently expanded to 29 member countries.

●	 Notable members include India, the United 
States, the UK, France, Japan, Canada, etc.

●	 China, a significant tech superpower, is not part 
of the alliance.

Hosting and Structure:

●	 Hosted by the Organisation for Economic Co-op-
eration and Development (OECD).

Objectives of GPAI:

●	 Responsible Development of AI:

○	 Guides the responsible development and 
use of AI.

○	 Emphasizes respect for human rights and 
democratic values.

●	 Bridge the Gap:

○	 Multi-stakeholder initiative addressing the 
disparity between AI theory and practice.

●	 International Cooperation:

○	 Brings together expertise from science, in-
dustry, civil society, governments, interna-
tional organizations, and academia.

○	 Aims to foster international cooperation on 
AI-related priorities.

●	 Cutting-Edge Research:

○	 Promotes advanced exploration and practi-
cal initiatives in the field of artificial intelli-
gence.

The New Delhi Declaration: 

The New Delhi Declaration marks a pivotal commit-
ment by GPAI, positioning the partnership at the 
forefront of shaping the future of AI with a focus on 
innovation and collaborative efforts among mem-
ber nations. The declaration underscores key ele-
ments:

●	 Innovation and Collaboration:

○	 GPAI pledges to lead in creating collabora-
tive AI innovations, particularly in applica-
tions for healthcare, agriculture, and be-
yond.

●	 Global Governance Leadership:

○	 Members unanimously agree to take the 
lead in global discussions on AI governance, 
prioritizing safety and trust in its develop-
ment.

○	 Inclusivity and Global Reach:

○	 GPAI commits to becoming an inclusive 
movement, extending its reach to countries 
in the Global South. The goal is to ensure 
that the benefits of AI, along with its plat-
forms and solutions, are accessible to all.

Science and Technology
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●	 Acceleration of Regulations:

○	 Like-minded countries are urged to expedite 
the establishment of granular regulations 
around AI before the next GPAI meeting in 
Korea. The focus is on ensuring a compre-
hensive regulatory framework for responsi-
ble AI use.

●	 Granular Definition of Rules:

○	 GPAI acknowledges the necessity to delve 
into the specifics, defining intricate rules 
that dictate how users interact with AI.

●	 Addressing Opportunities and Risks:

○	 The declaration recognizes the imperative 
to harness new opportunities while miti-
gating risks associated with AI development 
and deployment.

○	 This includes concerns around misinforma-
tion, unemployment, lack of transparency 
and fairness, protection of intellectual prop-
erty and personal data, as well as threats to 
human rights and democratic values.

●	 Equitable Access to Resources:

○	 The need for eq-
uitable access to 
AI resources is 
acknowledged, 
e m p h a s i z i n g 
that societies 
must consid-
er, account for, 
and address this 
need to build 
competitive and 
beneficial AI 
solutions for all.

Significance of the New 
Delhi Declaration:

The New Delhi Declara-
tion holds particular im-
portance as it marks the 
first gathering of GPAI 
members following the 

emergence of generative AI platforms like ChatGPT 
and Google Bard, thrusting discussions on AI into 
the mainstream.

Key points of significance include:

●	 Mainstream Recognition:

○	 The meeting coincided with the rise of 
prominent generative AI platforms, elevat-
ing the discourse on AI to the mainstream 
for GPAI members.

●	 Thematic Priority in Agriculture:

○	 GPAI members collectively recognized the 
importance of supporting AI innovation in 
agriculture, designating it as a new “the-
matic priority.”

●	 India’s Push for Agriculture:

○	 India played a crucial role in advocating for 
agriculture as a priority sector for AI innova-
tion within GPAI.

●	 Resilient Agricultural Practices:

○	 The declaration’s emphasis on AI in agri-
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culture is pivotal for implementing resilient 
practices that enhance productivity and 
production in the sector.

●	 Sustainable Food Production:

○	 The development and access to trustworthy 
AI applications are highlighted as essential 
for ensuring sustainable food production 
systems. This is critical for building capac-
ity in mitigating and adapting to climate 
change.

Significance for India:

The New Delhi Declaration holds special signifi-
cance for India, reflecting a substantial victory for 
the country in the following ways:

●	 Collaborative Approach:

○	 India’s persistent advocacy for a collabora-
tive approach in building AI systems is ac-
knowledged. This aligns with the country’s 
efforts to promote its model of digital public 
infrastructure (DPI) globally.

●	 Sovereign AI System:

○	 Access to computing capabilities from GPAI 
member nations is seen as a boost to India’s 
plans of developing a sovereign AI system. 
This strategic move is essential for counter-
ing dominance from a limited number of 
foreign companies in the AI space.

PRELIMS QUESTIONS

Q1. Regarding the Global Partnership on Artificial 
Intelligence (GPAI) recently seen in the news, con-
sider the following statements:

1.	 It is an initiative proposed and initiated by India 
in partnership with the USA.

2.	 China is not a member country.

3.	 It emphasizes respect for human rights and 
democratic values.

How many of the above statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) All three 

(d) None

ANSWERS

S. No. Answers
1. B

MAINS QUESTIONS

Q1. Analyze the significance of the Global Partner-
ship on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI) and the com-
mitments outlined in the New Delhi Declaration in 
shaping the future of AI governance. 
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FIXED-DOSE COMBINATION (FDC) PROB-
LEM

Why in the news?

A recent study conducted by academics from India, 
Qatar, and the United Kingdom and published in 
the Journal of Pharmaceutical Policy and Practice 
reveals concerning findings. The study underscores 
the prevalence of unapproved and, in some cases, 
banned fixed dose combinations (FDCs) of antibiot-
ics being marketed in India.

Background:

The study, utilizing pharmaceutical industry sales 
data, unveils critical insights into the prevalence of 
unapproved and banned Fixed Dose Combinations 
(FDCs) of antibiotics in the year 2020.

Disturbing Statistics:

●	 Unapproved FDCs:  A staggering 60.5% of an-
tibiotics FDCs, comprising 239 formulations, 
were found to be unapproved based on the 
sales data.

●	 Banned FDCs: An additional 9.9%, constituting 
39 formulations, were still being sold despite 
being officially banned in the country.

Concerns about Antibacterial Microbial Resistance 
(AMR):

The revelation that a significant proportion of these 
unapproved or banned FDCs includes antibiotics 
raises alarming concerns. This is particularly perti-
nent due to the escalating prevalence of antibacte-
rial microbial resistance (AMR) in India.

Understanding Fixed Dose Combination (FDC) 
Phenomenon:

●	 Definition: FDCs represent combinations of one 
or more established drugs, often employed to 
enhance patient compliance in the treatment 
of certain diseases.

●	 Rationale for FDCs:  In scenarios where a pa-
tient requires multiple medications for a spe-
cific treatment, the use of FDCs can streamline 
the process and improve compliance. By con-
solidating multiple drugs into a single tablet or 
syrup, the likelihood of patients forgetting to 
take individual medications is reduced.

●	 Positive Example:  Notably, diseases like AIDS 
have seen documented success in using FDCs, 
significantly enhancing patient compliance and, 
consequently, improving treatment outcomes.

Therapeutic Considerations:

●	 Therapeutic Efficacy:  The interaction between 
different drugs within FDCs can impact their ef-
ficacy, potentially enhancing or inhibiting each 
other’s effects, leading to unpredictable out-
comes.

●	 Toxicity Concerns: The formulation of FDCs car-
ries the risk of creating metabolites or by-prod-
ucts that may be more toxic than the individual 
components. Rigorous evaluation during the 
formulation process is crucial.

●	 Excipient Interaction:  Even though excipients 
are considered inactive, they can interact with 

Science and Technology
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active ingredients or among themselves, influ-
encing the overall performance and safety of 
the formulation.

Regulatory Challenges:

●	 Unregulated FDCs:  The issue of unregulated 
FDCs has been longstanding, with regulato-
ry amendments granting power to the central 
government to prohibit drugs lacking therapeu-
tic value. However, enforcement has been defi-
cient, and the lack of prosecution for violations 
raises concerns about regulatory oversight.

●	 State-level Enforcement:  State drug control-
lers’ failure to adhere to laws and issue manu-
facturing licenses for unapproved FDCs adds to 
regulatory challenges, highlighting the need for 
consistent enforcement.

Pharmaceutical Industry Dynamics:

●	 Regulatory Evasion and Pricing Strategies: The 
use of FDCs by the pharmaceutical industry to 
evade regulations, particularly the Drugs (Prices 
Control) Order (DPCO), is a significant concern. 
Combining drugs enables companies to bypass 
government-set price regulations for individual 
drugs, potentially impacting market competi-
tion and pricing.

●	 Lack of Standards:  The diverse range of FDCs 
and the absence of clear testing standards con-
tribute to challenges in ensuring the quality 
of these combinations. The lack of recognized 
standards allows manufacturers to establish 
their own testing protocols, raising questions 
about result reliability.

●	 Dubious FDC Combinations:  The introduction 
of FDCs without a sound medical rationale, such 
as combining unrelated drugs, raises concerns 
about the safety and efficacy of these combi-
nations, posing potential risks to patient health.

●	 Competition and Pseudo-Innovation: Creating 
FDCs to circumvent market competition for in-
dividual drugs can lead to pseudo-innovation. 
This strategy allows companies to claim unique-
ness and charge higher prices until competitors 
introduce similar products, impacting market 
dynamics.

Emphasis on Rigorous Scientific Evaluation:

●	 Scientific Evaluation: The approval process for 
FDCs must undergo comprehensive scientific 
evaluation, encompassing preclinical studies 
and clinical trials explicitly designed to assess 
safety, efficacy, and potential interactions of 
combined drugs.

Establishment of Strict Regulatory Standards:

●	 Global Standards Adoption:  Regulatory agen-
cies globally adhere to stringent standards for 
FDC approvals. This involves not only evaluating 
individual drugs but also scrutinizing interac-
tions, synergies, or antagonisms. Implementing 
comparable standards in India is imperative.

Implementation of Post-Market Surveillance:

●	 Continuous Monitoring: Beyond approval, the 
implementation of post-market surveillance is 
crucial. Real-world monitoring of FDC use helps 
identify unexpected side effects or interactions 
that may not have been apparent during the 
pre approval stages.

 Prioritizing Patient Safety:

●	 Central Role in Approval: Patient safety should 
be the focal point throughout the approval pro-
cess. Striking a balance between therapeutic in-
novation and patient well-being is essential for 
the responsible introduction of FDCs into the 
market.

GLOBAL STATUS REPORT ON ROAD SAFETY 
2023

Why in the news?

Recently, Global Status Report on Road Safety was 
released by WHO

Key Findings from the Road Safety Report: 

●	 Global Decline in Road Traffic Deaths: Positive 
strides with a 5% annual reduction in global 
road traffic deaths, reaching a total of over 1.19 
million per year. Despite the improvement, the 
persistently high numbers remain a cause for 
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concern.

●	 Vulnerability of Youth and Children: Road acci-
dents emerge as the leading cause of mortality 
among individuals aged 5 to 29 years, highlight-
ing a critical issue affecting the younger popu-
lation globally.

●	 Road Safety Challenges in India:  India experi-
ences a concerning surge in road crash deaths, 
witnessing an increase from 1,50,785 in 2018 to 
1,53,792 in 2021, presenting a complex scenar-
io demanding attention.

●	 Disparities in Global Progress: Disparities per-
sist among countries, with some achieving a re-
duction in road traffic deaths. Notably, low and 
middle-income nations, while having a minimal 
share of the global vehicle count, contribute to 
90% of road traffic fatalities.

●	 Vulnerable Road Users’ Predicament:  More 
than half (53%) of road traffic fatalities involve 
vulnerable road users, encompassing pedes-
trians, motorcyclists, cyclists, and users of mi-
cro-mobility devices.

●	 Infrastructure and Safety Concerns: Challenges 
include insufficient road infrastructure, inade-
quate pedestrian safety measures, and gaps in 
legislation addressing risk factors like speeding, 
drunk driving, and vehicle safety standards.

●	 Legislative Gaps and Urgent Recommenda-
tions: A limited number of countries align with 
WHO’s best practices for road safety laws. The 
anticipated doubling of the global motor vehi-
cle fleet by 2030 underscores the pressing need 
for enhanced legislation and infrastructure to 
curb road traffic deaths on a global scale.

Road Safety Challenges in India: 

India’s rapid economic growth has spurred a surge 
in vehicle ownership, fostering convenience and 
progress. However, this accelerated expansion has 
concurrently given rise to intricate challenges in en-
suring road safety, encompassing various aspects of 
the nation’s dynamic landscape.
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Challenges:

●	 High Accident Rates: Despite representing only 
1% of the world’s vehicles, India contributes to 
a staggering 11% of global road traffic deaths, 
translating to approximately 1.5 lakh lives lost 
annually. This alarming disproportion under-
scores a critical road safety concern.

●	 Vulnerable Road Users:  Pedestrians, cyclists, 
and motorcyclists face heightened risks due 
to inadequate infrastructure and insufficient 
awareness. The incomplete or poorly designed 
roads often neglect the safety of non-motorized 
users, leading to a higher incidence of accidents 
involving these vulnerable road users.

●	 Speeding and Reckless Driving:  Disregard for 
traffic rules and exceeding speed limits emerges 
as a significant contributor to accidents. Behav-
ioral issues, particularly reckless driving, play a 
substantial role in exacerbating the overall road 
safety challenge.

●	 Inadequate Infrastructure: Unsafe road surfac-
es, absence of accurate lane demarcations, and 
insufficient signage collectively pose risks to 
road safety. The critical role of infrastructure in 
ensuring safe road usage is compromised when 
deficiencies in these aspects persist, leading to 
increased accident rates.

●	 Drunken Driving: Despite legal prohibitions, driv-
ing under the influence of alcohol or drugs re-
mains a serious concern. The prevalence of this 
behavior poses a substantial threat to overall road 
safety, despite regulatory measures in place.

●	 Weak Enforcement: Insufficient traffic monitor-
ing and lax enforcement of road safety laws hin-
der progress. The existence of regulations alone 
is not enough; effective enforcement is crucial 
to ensure compliance and mitigate the lenient 
approach towards road safety.

In navigating the complex road safety landscape in 
India, addressing these challenges requires a com-
prehensive and multi-faceted approach involving 
infrastructure development, behavioral changes, 
and robust enforcement mechanisms.

Addressing Road Safety Challenges in India: 

●	 Stricter Laws and Enforcement: The implemen-
tation of the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act 
2019, with heightened penalties for traffic vio-
lations, serves as a deterrent against dangerous 
driving. Strengthening legal consequences is 
pivotal for promoting safer driving practices.

●	 Focus on Vulnerable Road Users:  Initiatives 
such as dedicated cycling lanes and pedestri-
an walkways prioritize the safety of vulnerable 
road users. Targeted infrastructure improve-
ments play a crucial role in creating a safer envi-
ronment for pedestrians and cyclists.

●	 Road Safety Awareness Campaigns: Promoting 
responsible driving habits and educating the 
public about traffic rules are paramount. Infor-
mative campaigns contribute to a culture of re-
sponsible behavior on the roads, fostering safer 
driving practices.

●	 Investing in Infrastructure:  Upgrading roads, 
installing proper signage, and implementing 
intelligent traffic management systems signifi-
cantly improve safety. Addressing infrastructure 
deficiencies directly tackles challenges posed 
by inadequate roads and signage.

●	 Technological Advancements: Utilizing technolo-
gy such as driver assistance systems and advanced 
traffic monitoring enhances safety measures. The 
integration of technology in road safety measures 
provides real-time monitoring and assistance, 
contributing to safer road conditions.

Initiatives in Road Safety

Global Initiatives:

●	 Brasilia Declaration on Road Safety (2015):

○	 This declaration, signed at the second 
Global High-Level Conference on Road 
Safety in Brazil, involves India as a signa-
tory. 

○	 The goal is to achieve Sustainable De-
velopment Goal 3.6, aiming to halve the 
global deaths and injuries from road traffic 
accidents by 2030.
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●	 Decade of Action for Road Safety 2021-2030:

○	 The UN General Assembly adopted the 
resolution “Improving global road safety,” 
setting an ambitious target to prevent at 
least 50% of road traffic deaths and inju-
ries by 2030. Aligned with the Stockholm 
Declaration, this Global Plan emphasizes a 
holistic approach to road safety

●	 International Road Assessment Programme 
(iRAP):

○	 A registered charity committed to saving 
lives through safer roads on a global scale.

●	 Motor Vehicles Amendment Act, 2019:

○	 This act introduces increased penalties for 
traffic violations, defective vehicles, and 
juvenile driving. It establishes a Motor Ve-
hicle Accident Fund for compulsory insur-
ance coverage and mandates the creation 
of a National Road Safety Board by the 
Central Government.

●	 Carriage by Road Act, 2007:

○	 This act regulates common carriers, limit-
ing their liability and facilitating the decla-
ration of the value of goods for determin-
ing liability in case of loss or damage due 
to negligence or criminal acts.

●	 Control of National Highways (Land and Traf-
fic) Act, 2000:

○	 This act controls land within National High-
ways, the right of way, and traffic moving 
on National Highways, aiming to remove 
unauthorized occupation.

●	 National Highways Authority of India Act, 
1998:

○	 Enabling the constitution of an authority 
for the development, maintenance, and 
management of National Highways, ad-
dressing various facets related to their 
functioning.

Conclusion:

The report emphasizes the immediate need for a 
global commitment to prioritize road safety, espe-
cially for vulnerable road users. It underscores the 
imperative of addressing legislative gaps, enhanc-
ing infrastructure, and elevating safety standards. 
Governments worldwide must unite in concerted 
efforts to reduce road traffic deaths and create saf-
er roads for everyone.

PRELIMS QUESTIONS

Q1. With reference to Fixed-Dose Combinations 
(FDCs):

1.	 FDCs combine established drugs to enhance pa-
tient compliance.

2.	 They streamline treatment by consolidating 
multiple drugs, reducing the chance of missed 
doses.

Which of the statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q2.  Regarding the Global Status Report on Road 
Safety 2023 recently seen in the news, consider 
the following statements:

1.	 It is released by WHO annually.

2.	 It shows that there is a increase in road acci-
dents related deaths globally

3.	 Number of road accidents related deaths have 
decreased in India, according to the report.

How many of the above statement/s is/are correct? 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) All three 

(d) None
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ANSWERS

S. No. Answers
1. C
2. D

MAINS QUESTIONS

Q1. Discuss the challenges and opportunities asso-
ciated with the concurrent issues of Antimicrobial 
Resistance (AMR) and the use of Fixed-Dose Com-
binations (FDCs) in the context of healthcare in In-
dia. Assess the strategies that could be adopted to 
address these issues and promote effective public 
health management. 

Q2. Analyze the Implications of India’s Position in 
the Global Status Report on Road Safety. Discuss 
the Significance of International Collaborations 
and Domestic Policies in Addressing Road Safety 
Concerns
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