
 

Date –06 April 2024 

IMPACT OF KUNMING-MONTREAL GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY 
FRAMEWORK ON TRIBES 

THIS ARTICLE COVERS ‘DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS’ AND THE TOPIC DETAILS OF ”IMPACT OF 
KUNMING-MONTREAL GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK ON TRIBES”. THIS TOPIC IS RELEVANT 
IN THE “ENVIRONMENT” SECTION OF THE UPSC CSE EXAM. 
  
WHY IN THE NEWS? 
 
A recent conference hosted by the University of Arizona shed light on apprehensions regarding the 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) and its potential ramifications, specifically 
concerning the indigenous tribes of India. 
  
ABOUT KUNMING-MONTREAL GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK 
 

 In December 2022, at the 15th Conference of the Parties (COP15) to the UN Convention on 
Biological Diversity, a landmark agreement emerged – the Kunming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework (GBF).  

 This framework builds on past efforts and seeks to achieve the ambitious goal of living in 
harmony with nature by 2050, aligning with broader sustainable development objectives. 

  
TARGETS SET BY KUNMING-MONTREAL GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK 
 

 The GBF outlines a clear path for a future where biodiversity thrives. It establishes four 
overarching goals for 2050, encompassing aspects like maintaining healthy ecosystems, 
reducing threats to biodiversity, ensuring sustainable use benefits everyone, and ultimately 
achieving a harmonious relationship between humans and nature.  

 To translate these goals into action, the GBF sets 23 specific targets to be achieved by 2030. 
These targets focus on key areas like mitigating threats to biodiversity, promoting 
sustainable use with fair benefit-sharing, and establishing effective tools for 
implementation and mainstreaming biodiversity considerations. 

  
LEGAL MANDATE OF THE FRAMEWORK 
 

 Although GBF isn’t a legally binding treaty, it serves as a powerful international instrument 
fostering collective action.  All participating countries agree to set national targets aligned with 
the framework’s goals and targets.  

 This collaborative approach promotes a sense of shared responsibility and accountability for 
achieving a sustainable future. 



 

  
INDIA’S PROGRESS IN ACHIEVING THE TARGETS TILL NOW 
 

 Target 3 – 30×30: India has announced the inclusion of 22% of its terrestrial area and 5% of 
marine and coastal areas within the Protected Area Network. 

 Although India demonstrates progress in expanding protected areas, concerns have surfaced 
regarding the legal definitions and potential diversion of these areas for non-conservation 
purposes. 

 India’s Forest (Conservation) Amendment Act of 2023 broadened the scope of forest 
activities to incorporate commercial ventures such as zoos and ecotourism, indicating a 
commitment to sustainable development. 

 Nevertheless, the Supreme Court has issued directives mandating that any proposals for 
establishing zoos and safaris within forest areas (excluding protected areas) must undergo prior 
approval from the court. 

 Other Effective Area-Based Conservation Measures (OECMs): India has identified 14 
categories of OECMs, including initiatives led by citizens. However, the voluntary nature of their 
declaration raises questions regarding legal protection. 

  
CONTROVERSY AROUND TARGET 3 OF THE KUNMING-MONTREAL FRAMEWORK 
 

 Target 3 of the GBF aims to ensure that by 2030, at least 30% of the world’s land, waters, and 
seas are preserved. Currently, protected areas (PAs) encompass approximately 16% of these 
areas. This objective is commonly referred to as the “30 by 30” target. 

 Analysts argue that while this target appears beneficial, it often prioritises corporate interests 
over those of indigenous communities, particularly in Southeast Asia. For instance, 
in Cambodia’s Beng Per Wildlife Sanctuary, an indigenous leader named Heng Saphen was 
unjustly convicted for cultivating her own land. 

 Critics contend that involving the private sector in forest conservation is problematic. They 
point to India’s Forest (Conservation) Amendment Act of 2023 as an example of this trend. The 
act expands the definition of forest activities to include zoos, safaris, and ecotourism facilities. 

 According to experts, colonial elites initially established protected areas for recreational 
and hunting purposes. This legacy persists today, with ecotourism projects often treating 
indigenous peoples as attractions, showcasing their traditional cultures in contrived settings.  

  
STEPS THAT CAN BE TAKEN TO PROTECT TRIBAL LANDS 
 

 Consent from tribals: The Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act emphasises “free, 
prior, and informed consent” from tribals before any decisions affecting their land are made. 
Upholding this right is essential for ensuring their agency and protecting their cultural heritage. 

 Capacity Building: Provide educational and training opportunities to equip tribal communities 
with the skills and knowledge needed to manage their lands effectively and advocate for their 
rights. 

 Considering them as Guardians of the forests: Laws should be amended to formally recognise 
tribal communities as guardians of protected areas. Their deep understanding of the local 
ecosystem and traditional conservation practices make them invaluable partners in protecting 
biodiversity. This approach fosters a sense of ownership and empowers communities to manage 
their lands sustainably. 



 

 Community-Based Conservation: Support collaborative conservation initiatives led by tribal 
communities, ensuring their knowledge and practices are integrated into land management 
strategies. 

 Legal Framework and Enforcement: Strengthen the legal framework by enforcing existing 
legislations like the Forest Rights Act to secure individual and community ownership of land for 
forest-dwelling Scheduled Tribes and other traditional forest dwellers.  

 Incorporating Indigenous and Expertise Knowledge: Governments have the opportunity to 
utilise the traditional wisdom held by indigenous communities, such as the Khasi and Jaintia 
tribes of Meghalaya, who possess a deep-rooted heritage in safeguarding “sacred groves” – 
regions of natural flora and fauna preserved through local customs and prohibitions. 

  
PRELIMS PRACTISE QUESTION 
  
Q1.Consider the following statements: 

1. Forest rights can be asserted by individuals who have resided in the area for a minimum of two 
generations prior to the specified date.  

2. The gram sabha holds the authority to commence the procedure for ascertaining the type and 
scope of forest rights. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
  
ANSWER: A 
  
Mains practise question 
  
Q1. How can collaborative efforts between indigenous peoples and conservation organisations 
harness traditional knowledge to combat threats like deforestation and habitat degradation? 
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INDIA’S CHANGING STRATEGIC GEOGRAPHY 

This article covers ‘Daily current affairs’ and the topic details the article ’How Delhi 
maps the world ’ written by C. Rajamohan in Indian express. This topic has relevance in 
the International relations and security section of GS2 and GS3 of UPSC CSE exam. 



 

 
 

There is a visible shift in the power dynamics from west to east  especially after the 
belligerent rise of China, which is exercising its assertive foreign policy across the Indo 
pacific. China has been implementing its String of Pearls policy by establishing a 
network of ports and commercial and military outposts across numerous nations. China 
has used this tactic to safeguard its commercial interests because a significant portion of 
its trade goes via the Indian Ocean and several choke points, including the Strait of 
Hormuz, the Strait of Malacca, and the Strait of Lombok. 
 
Indian policymakers view Chinese strategy as its strategic encirclement and breach in 
its sphere of influence in South Asia and Indo- pacific. In this context, India has to 
maneuver its foreign policy to tackle Chinese belligerent rise in South asia. 
 
India’s engagement with the island nation in the indo- pacific is a reflection of this trend 
in changing foreign policy and a realization of the importance of increasing its sphere of 
influence in the Indian ocean region. 
  
  
IMPORTANCE OF INDIAN OCEAN REGION FOR INDIA  
 
The Indian Ocean holds immense significance for India due to several reasons: 
 

 Trade and Connectivity: The Indian Ocean serves as a vital maritime route, 
connecting various international economies. Approximately 90% of India’s trade 



 

by volume and nearly all its oil imports are facilitated through sea routes. This 
underscores the region’s critical role in maintaining global trade networks. 

 Resource Dependence: India heavily relies on the resources of the Indian Ocean. 
These resources include fisheries, minerals, and other valuable marine assets. 
Sustainable utilization of these resources is crucial for India’s economic growth. 

 Energy Security: The Indian Ocean acts as a major conduit for international 
energy trade. Oil tankers and liquefied natural gas (LNG) carriers navigate these 
waters, ensuring a steady supply of energy to India and other countries. 

 Security and Stability: Ensuring security and stability in the Indian Ocean region 
is paramount. India actively participates in maritime security initiatives to counter 
piracy, terrorism, and other threats. 

 Geostrategic Position: India’s geographical location along the northern rim of the 
Indian Ocean grants it strategic advantages. It allows India to engage with 
neighboring countries, foster diplomatic ties, and safeguard its interests. 

 
INDIA’S RECENT INITIATIVES IN INDIAN OCEAN 
 
India has taken several measures to for increasing cooperation in Indian ocean region: 
 

 SAGAR Initiative-In 2015, India unveiled its strategic vision for the Indian Ocean 
i.e. Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR). It is an increasing 
recognition of the increasing importance of maritime security, maritime commons 
and cooperation. 

 Joint development of Agalega island with Mauritius to boost strategic partnership 
in the Indian ocean region.  

 Development of Nicobar island as a transhipment terminal. 
  India’s role as Net security provider in the Indian ocean region, which was     

reflected when Indian navy safeguarded Pakistani fishing vehicles from pirates. 
  India was actively engaged in various humanitarian operations such as disater 

relief operations deploying personnel and resources to address the aftermath of 
events such as earthquakes and cyclones. 

 Medical diplomacy– India through its vaccine ‘Maytri’ program delivered free 
vaccines to many countries in the Indo- pacific. 

  India’s necklace of diamond policy- The Necklace of Diamonds strategy is 
India’s response to China’s String of Pearls strategy, which involves expanding its 
military network and influence in the Indo-Pacific and Indian Ocean regions. The 
Necklace of Diamonds strategy involves encircling China by improving India’s 
naval presence, expanding its military bases, and enhancing its relationships with 
other nations in the region. 

  
  



 

Thus, the Indo-Pacific region is increasingly becoming an important focal point of India’s 
foreign policy. In this respect, cooperation with small island nations in the indo pacific is 
strategically crucial for protecting national interest in changing geopolitics.  
 
PRELIMS QUESTION 
 
Consider following statements regarding Indian Ocean Commision (IOC): 
 

1. Its headquarter is located in Seychelles. 
2. France is a member of the IOC. 
3. Ensuring food security is one of the aims among member countries. 

 
Which of the following are incorrect. 
 

1. Only1 
2. Only2 
3. All 3 
4. None  

 
MAINS QUESTION. 
 
The Indian Ocean region is critical for India’s National security. Discuss in context of 
Chinese string of pearls policy. 
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