
History Optional

Why to choose 

History Optional?



✓ Ample study material

✓ Direct questions

✓ Overlapping with other GS 

papers

✓ Most Important for Prelims

✓ Scoring subject

Vast Syllabus

Interpretive nature

Writing skills

Pros:-

Cons:-



✓ In-depth knowledge

✓ Clear and concise writing

✓ Structured and coherent answers

✓ Use of relevant examples

✓ Understanding of historical sources

✓ Relevance to the question

Good Marks

Selection for Interview

Examiner’s Expectations:-

Aspirants’ Expectations:-



✓ Collect Study Material

✓ Understand the Syllabus

✓ Practice Previous Year’s Question Papers

✓ Read, Analyse and Make Notes

✓ Focus on Time Management

How to start preparation:-

✓ Develop Conceptual 

Understanding

✓ Enhance Your Writing Skills

✓ Revision
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Year Q

2013 15

2014 20

2015 14

2016 17

2017 14

2018 21

2019 15

2020 20

2021 21

2022 16

2023 13

Year Q

2018 5

2019 3

2020 5

2021 5

2022 6

GS Paper 1



Suggested Books for CSE

Norman Lowe

Sonali Bansal





Syllabus of History Optional



Q. Account for the overthrow of the Tsarist regime in Russia. (2009)

Q. The Russian Revolution of 1917 was a single revolution which 

developed two phases. Elucidate. (1992)

Q. Examine the causes of the Russian Revolution of 1917 and indicate its 

significance in world history. (2003)

Q. 'The Russian Revolution (1917) was an economic explosion hastened 

by the stupidities of the autocratic Government. 'Comment. (2005)

Q. Analyse the causes of the Russian Revolutions of 1917. Why was the 

second Revolution significant in more than one way? (1985)

Q. In Russia, Lenin was "the father of Socialism, organiser of the 

revolution and the founder of the new Russian society." Examine the 

statement. (1998)

PYQ on Russian Revolution



2018 GS Paper 1 (History Questions)

➢ Safeguarding the Indian art heritage is the need of the moment. Discuss. (150 Words)

➢ Assess the importance of the accounts of the Chinese and Arab travellers in the reconstruction of 

the history of India. (150 Words)

➢ Throw light on the significance of the thoughts of Mahatma Gandhi in the present times. (150 

Words)

➢ The Bhakti Movement received a remarkable re-orientation with the advent of Sri Chaitanya 

Prabhu. Discuss. (250 Words)

➢ ‘Communalism arises either due to power struggle or relative deprivation’. Argue with suitable 

illustrations. (250 Words)



2022 GS Paper 1 (History Questions)
➢ How will you explain that medieval Indian temple sculptures represent the social life of those days? 

➢ Why did the armies of the British East Indian Company- mostly comprises of Indian soldiers- win 

consistently against the more numerous and better-equipped armies of Indian soldiers? Give 

reasons.   

➢ Why was there a sudden spurt in famines in colonial India since the mid-eighteenth century? Give 

reasons. 

➢ The political and administrative reorganisation of states and territories has been a continuous 

ongoing process since the mid-nineteenth century. Discuss with examples. 

➢ Discuss the main contributions of the Gupta period and Chola periods to the Indian heritage and 

culture. 

➢ Discuss the significance of lion and bull figures in Indian mythology, art and architecture. 
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