
 

THE ROLE OF CENTRAL 
INTERNAL SECURITY
WHY IN THE NEWS? 
The National Investigation Agency (NIA) conducted searches in remote villages of Chhattisgarh and Giridih 
district of Jharkhand related to a Maoist attack on a polling and securit
Assembly elections. The NIA seized 1.5 lakh rupees in cash, Naxal pamphlets, booklets, mobile phones, and 
other incriminating materials. The searches took place in Maoist
Gariyaband, targeting suspects believed to be overground workers supporting the banned CPI (Maoist) 
group’s Mainpur-Nuapada division. 
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THE ROLE OF CENTRAL AGENCIES IN STRENGTH
INTERNAL SECURITY  

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) conducted searches in remote villages of Chhattisgarh and Giridih 
district of Jharkhand related to a Maoist attack on a polling and security team during last year’s state 
Assembly elections. The NIA seized 1.5 lakh rupees in cash, Naxal pamphlets, booklets, mobile phones, and 
other incriminating materials. The searches took place in Maoist-affected areas like Rawandiggi, Semra, and 

, targeting suspects believed to be overground workers supporting the banned CPI (Maoist) 
 

AGENCIES IN STRENGTHING 

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) conducted searches in remote villages of Chhattisgarh and Giridih 
y team during last year’s state 

Assembly elections. The NIA seized 1.5 lakh rupees in cash, Naxal pamphlets, booklets, mobile phones, and 
affected areas like Rawandiggi, Semra, and 

, targeting suspects believed to be overground workers supporting the banned CPI (Maoist) 

 



 

  

WHAT IS NIA? 
The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is a specialized counter-terrorism law enforcement agency in India. It 
was established to investigate and prosecute cases related to terrorism, insurgency, and crimes that have 
national or cross-border implications. The NIA operates across state boundaries, investigating crimes that 
threaten India’s sovereignty, security, and integrity. It was formed in response to the 26/11 Mumbai terror 
attacks, which highlighted the need for a central agency dedicated to dealing with terrorism-related matters. 
The NIA has the authority to conduct searches, seizures, and arrests and maintain a database of terrorist 
organizations and their members. 
 
Establishment of NIA: 
The NIA was formally established through the National Investigation Agency Act of 2008, passed by the 
Parliament of India on December 31, 2008. It came into being as a response to the growing threat of 
terrorism in India and the challenges in coordinating investigations across different states. Its role is to 
centralize and streamline the investigation of serious terror-related crimes. The agency is headquartered in 
New Delhi, with branches in several cities, and its functioning is Subject to scrutiny, particularly regarding its 
jurisdiction and coordination with other law enforcement agencies. 
 
COMPOSITIONS OF NIA: 
1. Director-General (DG): The head of the agency, responsible for overall operations. 
2. Officers and Investigating Staff: Officers from the Indian Police Service (IPS), IRS, and other specialized 
units like the CBI, BSF, and CISF. 
3. NIA Branches: Regional offices across India (e.g., Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai) headed by senior officers like 
Superintendent of Police (SP) or Deputy Inspector General (DIG). 
4. Specialized Cells: Focus on terrorism, organized crime, cross-border crime, cybercrimes, and Naxal 
activities. 
5. Legal and Technical Staff: Legal experts handle prosecutions, while technical staff support investigations, 
especially in digital forensics and cyber issues. 
6. Centralized Functions: NIA maintains a national database on terrorist organizations and key individuals, 
streamlining operations. 
7. Advisory Body: Includes officials from agencies like the CBI, IB, and RAW for strategic guidance. 
8. International Coordination: NIA works with agencies like Interpol and CIA for cross-border investigations. 
 
POWER AND FUNCTIONS OF NIA: 

Powers of NIA Functions of NIA 

1. Investigative Authority Across States 1. Counter-Terrorism 

The NIA can investigate terror-related crimes and 
other offences that threaten India’s sovereignty, 
integrity, and security, across state borders, without 
needing permission from state governments. 

Primarily focuses on preventing, investigating, 
and prosecuting terror-related offences, 
including those involving international links. 

2. Conducting Searches and Seizures 2. Investigation of Cross-Border Crimes 

The NIA has the authority to carry out searches, seize Investigates crimes with cross-border 



 

Powers of NIA Functions of NIA 

property, and confiscate items related to criminal 
activities, especially those connected to terrorism. 

implications, such as foreign funding of 
terrorism, international terror networks, and 
cross-border smuggling of weapons or 
explosives. 

3. Arrests 3. Maintaining National Security 

The agency has the power to arrest individuals 
involved in terror activities or related crimes, ensuring 
that perpetrators are brought to justice. 

Works to safeguard India’s sovereignty, integrity, 
and security by tackling threats from both 
domestic and international sources, including 
organized crime and insurgency. 

4. Evidence Collection 4. Coordination with Other Agencies 

The NIA can collect evidence from various sources, 
including digital devices, documents, and witnesses, to 
support its investigations and prosecutions. 

Coordinates with other Indian security agencies 
(CBI, IB, RAW, local police) and international 
agencies (like Interpol) to combat terrorism and 
organized crime. 

5. Prosecution 5. Intelligence Gathering 

The NIA is authorized to prosecute individuals for 
offences related to terrorism, insurgency, and national 
security under various Indian laws like the UAPA. 

Gathers intelligence related to terrorist activities 
and criminal organizations, aiding in preemptive 
actions against threats. 

6. Monitoring and Maintaining a Database 6. Legal and Forensic Functions 

It can maintain a national database of terrorist 
organizations, their members, and their activities, 
which helps in tracking and analyzing terror-related 
threats. 

Handles prosecution of terror cases in courts, 
working alongside legal and forensic experts to 
ensure evidence is admissible and robust in 
trials. 

 
LAW IMPOSED BY NIA: 
1. The Atomic Energy Act, 1962: Governs the regulation and safety of nuclear energy and materials in India. 
2. The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967: Targets terrorism, bans terrorist organizations and 
prevents unlawful activities threatening India’s sovereignty. 
3. The Anti-Hijacking Act, 1982: Addresses the hijacking of aircraft, with severe penalties, including death. 
4. The Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Civil Aviation Act, 1982: Focuses on acts 
endangering civil aviation safety, in line with international aviation security conventions. 
5. The SAARC Convention (Suppression of Terrorism) Act, 1993: Implements the SAARC agreement to 
combat terrorism in South Asia through regional cooperation. 
6. The Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against Safety of Maritime Navigation and Fixed Platforms Act, 
2002: Deals with maritime terrorism and threats to ships and offshore platforms. 
7. The Weapons of Mass Destruction and Their Delivery Systems Act, 2005: Prohibits activities related to 
the proliferation of WMDs and their delivery systems. 
8. Offenses under IPC: 
Chapter VI (Sections 121-130): Deals with waging war against India, sedition, and related offences. 



 

Sections 489-A to 489-E: Addresses counterfeit currency crimes. 
 
ROLE OF NIA TO STRENGTHEN INTERNAL SECURITY: 
1. Counter-Terrorism: Investigates and prosecutes terror-related crimes nationwide, without needing state 
approval, and takes over cases from state police when necessary. 
2. Setting Standards: Establishes best practices for counter-terrorism investigations to ensure effectiveness 
and excellence. 
3. Law Evaluation: Analyzes terrorism laws in India and abroad, suggesting reforms to improve legal 
frameworks. 
4. Coordination: Collaborates with national and international agencies like CBI, IB, and Interpol to combat 
cross-border terrorism and organized crime. 
5. Deterrence: Creates a deterrent effect by successfully prosecuting terrorist activities, discouraging groups 
from operating in India. 
6. Fighting Insurgency: Tackles insurgency and organized crime, contributing to overall national security. 
 
LIMITATIONS OF NIA: 
1. Jurisdictional Restrictions: While the NIA has extensive powers, its jurisdiction is limited to specific types 
of crimes related to terrorism, national security, and cross-border crimes. It may face challenges when 
dealing with crimes that don’t directly fall under its scope. 
2. Coordination Challenges: The NIA often faces difficulties in coordinating with state police forces and local 
agencies, especially in states with varying levels of cooperation or where local interests conflict with national 
security concerns. 
3. Dependence on State Governments: Though the NIA can take over cases, it still requires the cooperation 
of state governments, which can sometimes delay or complicate investigations, particularly in sensitive 
areas. 
4. Resource Constraints: The NIA operates with limited resources and faces challenges in dealing with a vast 
range of terrorist and insurgency-related activities. It may struggle with manpower, technology, and 
infrastructure in certain cases. 
5. Legal and Bureaucratic Delays: Delays in the judicial process and bureaucratic hurdles can slow down the 
NIA’s ability to prosecute cases effectively and timely. 
 
WAY FORWARD TO STRENGTHEN THE NIA: 
1. Expanding Jurisdiction: Broadening the NIA’s jurisdiction to cover a wider range of national security-
related crimes would help it address emerging threats more effectively. 
2. Improved Coordination Mechanisms: Strengthening coordination between the NIA, state police, and 
other agencies through better communication and centralized databases would streamline investigations 
and enhance collaboration. 
3. Increased Funding and Resources: Allocating more funds for modern technology, forensic capabilities, and 
enhanced manpower would improve the NIA’s operational efficiency. 
4. Capacity Building: Regular training and skill development for NIA personnel, especially in emerging fields 
like cybercrime, can enhance their investigative capabilities. 
5. Faster Legal Processes: Reforms in the judicial process for terrorism-related cases can reduce delays, 
ensuring quicker trials and convictions. 
6. International Cooperation: Strengthening international partnerships and intelligence-sharing networks 
with agencies like Interpol, the FBI, and other counter-terrorism bodies can aid in handling cross-border 
terrorism more effectively. 
 



 

CONCLUSION 
The National Investigation Agency (NIA) plays a crucial role in safeguarding India’s national security by 
investigating and prosecuting terrorism-related crimes, insurgency, and other threats. Its specialized 
capabilities, including cross-border jurisdiction, coordination with other law enforcement agencies, and 
effective use of intelligence, make it an essential institution in counter-terrorism efforts. However, the NIA 
faces certain limitations, such as jurisdictional restrictions, coordination challenges with state authorities, 
and resource constraints. Strengthening the agency’s operational capacity, expanding its jurisdiction, 
improving coordination mechanisms, and enhancing international cooperation will enable it to more 
effectively counter emerging threats and maintain national security. 
 
PRELIMS QUESTION: 
Q. Consider the following statements: 
Statement-I: NIA was set up by the top parliament in 2008 
Statement-II: There was a terrorist attack in India that led to the establishment of NIA. 
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements? 
A. Both Statement I and Statement II are correct, and Statement II is the correct explanation for Statement I 
B. Both Statement I and Statement II are correct, and Statement II is not the correct explanation for 
Statement 
C. Statement I is correct, but Statement II is incorrect 
D. Statement I is incorrect, but Statement II is correct 
Answer: A 
 
MAINS QUESTION: 
Q. Discuss the role of the National Investigation Agency (NIA) in strengthening India’s internal security. 
What are its limitations, and how can it be strengthened to counter emerging national security threats? 
(250 words, 15 marks) 
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