
 

CROWD DISASTER: THE 
DISASTER 
WHY IN THE NEWS? 
A deadly stampede occurred at the Maha Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj, resulting in dozens of 
tragedy took place before dawn as millions of devotees gathered to take a ritual dip in the sacred river on 
the festival’s most auspicious day. The massive crowd surge led to chaotic conditions, highlighting ongoing 
concerns about crowd management and safety at large religious gatherings.
 

WHAT IS A CROWD DISASTER? 

 
Date –01- February 2025 

 
 

CROWD DISASTER: THE UNNOTICED YET DEADLY

A deadly stampede occurred at the Maha Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj, resulting in dozens of 
tragedy took place before dawn as millions of devotees gathered to take a ritual dip in the sacred river on 
the festival’s most auspicious day. The massive crowd surge led to chaotic conditions, highlighting ongoing 
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A deadly stampede occurred at the Maha Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj, resulting in dozens of fatalities. The 
tragedy took place before dawn as millions of devotees gathered to take a ritual dip in the sacred river on 
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A crowd disaster is a tragic event where a large number of people suffer injuries or fatalities due to high 
crowd density, often leading to stampedes or crushes. These incidents typically occur at large gatherings 
such as religious pilgrimages, concerts, sporting events, or public demonstrations. 
  

 

RECENT CROWD DISASTERS IN INDIA: 

Sr. 
No. Place & Date of Disaster Cause of Disaster Casualties 

1 
Charbagh Railway Station, Lucknow, Uttar 
Pradesh (28 Sept 2002) Stampede on stairs 19 

2 
Nashik Mahakumbh Mela, Maharashtra (27 Aug 
2003) Religious gathering stampede 29 

3 
Wai, Satara, Shri Kalubai Yatra, Maharashtra (25 
Jan 2005) Stampede during religious event 293 

4 
Naina Devi Temple, Bilaspur, Himachal Pradesh 
(3 Aug 2008) Stampede at temple 162 

5 
Chamunda Devi Temple, Jodhpur, Rajasthan (30 
Sept 2008) Stampede at temple 249 

6 
Ramjanaki Temple, Pratapgarh, Uttar Pradesh (4 
Mar 2010) Religious gathering stampede 65 

7 Sabarimala Stampede, Kerala (14 Jan 2011) Religious pilgrimage 102 

8 
Allahabad Railway Station, Uttar Pradesh (10 Feb 
2013) 

Stampede during Maha Kumbh 
Mela 36 

9 Ratangarh, Datia, Madhya Pradesh (13 Oct 2013) 
Stampede on bridge due to 
railing collapse 121 

10 
Maha Kumbh, Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh (29 Jan 
2025) Religious gathering stampede 30 

 
CAUSES OF CROWD DISASTERS 



 

High Crowd Density: When the number
restricted, leading to crushing. Densities
per square meter can be fatal. 
Poor Crowd Management: Ineffective
routes can cause dangerous congestion.
Sudden Surges and Panic: Fear-driven
movement, 
Blocked or Narrow Exits: Insufficient
increasing pressure and risk of injury.
Structural Failures: Weak or collapsing
chaos and panic. 
Environmental Factors: Poor weather
distress and lead to medical emergencies.
Lack of Emergency Response: Delayed
incident. 
 
KEY LEGAL PROVISIONS FOR CROWD MANAGEMENT

Act Relevant Provisions

Disaster Management Controls

number of people per square meter exceeds safe
Densities above 5 people per square meter pose

Ineffective planning for large crowds, lack of barriers,
congestion. 

driven reactions, such as rumors or perceived
 leading to 

Insufficient escape routes or bottlenecks force people
injury. 

collapsing infrastructure (e.g., fences, bridges, or temporary

weather conditions, extreme heat, or limited air circulation
emergencies. 

Delayed or ineffective emergency services can increase

FOR CROWD MANAGEMENT 

Relevant Provisions Objective for Crowd Control

Controls traffic in vulnerable areas Ensures proactive

 

safe limits, movement becomes 
pose a risk, and above 7 people 

barriers, or improper entry/exit 

perceived threats, can trigger mass 
 stampedes. 

people into tighter spaces, 

temporary stands) can cause 

circulation can worsen crowd 

increase casualties in case of an 

Objective for Crowd Control 

proactive disaster 



 

Act Relevant Provisions Objective for Crowd Control 

Act, 2005 (Sec 24, 34). 
Authorizes officials for disaster 
management (Sec 33). 
Penalizes obstruction, false claims, 
and violations (Sec 51-53, 58). 

management and penalizes 
negligence. 

Police Act, 1861 

Deploys additional police in 
disturbed areas (Sec 15). 
Regulates public assemblies and 
processions (Sec 30, 30A). 

Empowers law enforcement for crowd 
control. 

Madras City Police Act, 
1888 

Mandates licensing for public places 
(Sec 34). 
Regulates meetings and processions 
(Sec 41, 41A). 

Ensures orderly conduct in public 
spaces. 

Kerala Police Act, 2011 

Regulates traffic in disturbed areas 
(Sec 45). 
Controls public assemblies for safety 
(Sec 79). 

Enhances preventive security 
measures. 

UP Melas Act, 1938 
Manages crowd flow at religious fairs 
(Sec 6-10). 

Ensures safety at large religious 
gatherings. 

Cinematograph Act, 
1952 

Mandates safety measures in 
theaters (Sec 10-12). 

Controls crowd size in entertainment 
venues. 

Delhi Cinematograph 
Rules, 1953 

Regulates seating, exits, and fire 
safety. 

Ensures safe crowd management in 
theaters. 

  

WAYS TO PREVENT CROWD DISASTERS: 



 

Maintain Safe Crowd Density: Ensure
Monitor crowd movement and prevent
Improve Entry and Exit Management:
Stagger arrival and departure times to
Use Physical Barriers and Crowd Segmentation:
prevent uncontrolled movement. Implement
Eve. 
Ensure Clear Pathways: Keep all walkways
Maintain emergency escape routes that
Use Technology for Crowd Monitoring:
detect dangerous levels early. Implement
Enforce Stronger Regulations: Governments
Event organizers should be held accountable
Prioritize Safety Over Profit: Avoid maximizing
economic interests with necessary safety
 
CONCLUSION 
Crowd disasters are not random accidents
little control over large-scale movements,
power to enforce safety measures. 

Ensure the number of people per square meter 
prevent dangerous congestion. 

Improve Entry and Exit Management: Increase the number of entry and exit points
to reduce sudden crowd surges. 

Use Physical Barriers and Crowd Segmentation: Divide large crowds into smaller,
Implement zoning strategies like those used in 

walkways free from obstacles that could cause people
that are well-marked and accessible. 

Use Technology for Crowd Monitoring: Deploy CCTV, drones, and AI-powered
Implement real-time communication systems 

Governments should pass laws mandating safety
accountable for implementing proper crowd
maximizing crowd size for financial gain at the

safety protocols. 

accidents but preventable tragedies. While individual
movements, event planners, local governments, and

 By implementing simple, cost-effective strategies,

 

 does not exceed safe limits. 

points to prevent bottlenecks. 

smaller, manageable sections to 
 Times Square on New Year’s 

people to trip or get trapped. 

powered crowd density tracking to 
to provide crowd guidance. 

safety measures at large events. 
crowd management strategies. 

the expense of safety. Balance 

individual crowd members have 
and venue operators have the 

strategies, they can significantly 



 

reduce risks and save lives. Ignoring these precautions will only lead to further unnecessary human life loss in 
the future. 
 
PRELIMS QUESTION: 
Q. Which of the following are classified as disasters under the Disaster Management Act,2005? 
1. Industrial Fire incident 
2. Stampede 
3. Urban floods 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a). 1 and 2 only 
(b). 2 and 3 only 
(c). 1 and 3 only 
(d). 1, 2 and 3 
 
ANSWER: D 
Mains Question: 
Q. Recent incidences of stampedes and casualties highlight the need for effective crowd management. 
Comment. (Answer in 150 words) 
 

Munde Dhananjay Navnath 

 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES: THE UNTOLD STORY OF 
SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE’S FIGHT FOR FREEDOM 
WHY IN THE NEWS? 
The grand celebration of Parakram Diwas at Barabati Fort, Cuttack, marks the birth anniversary of the iconic 
freedom fighter Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. The event, organized in his birthplace, celebrated Odisha’s 
deep connection with Netaji and its role in shaping his early thoughts and ideals. A significant moment of the 
event was a Video message from Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who paid tribute to Netaji’s unwavering 
dedication to India’s independence struggle. The Prime Minister highlighted Netaji’s perseverance and 
determination towards the vision of a free India, drawing attention to the Azad Hind Fauz as a symbol of 
unity in diversity. 



 

 
WHAT IS PARAKARM DIWAS? 
Parakram Diwas (also known as Netaji Jayanti) is a national observance in India that celebrates the birth 
anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose on 23 January. The day is dedicated to honouring his immense 
contributions to India’s struggle for independe
highlighting Netaji’s bravery, leadership, and unwavering commitment to the cause of Indian independence. 
Bose is especially remembered for his role as the leader of the Indian National Army (INA
against British colonial rule, and for founding the Azad Hind Government. The day was officially recognized as 
Parakram Diwas in 2021, marking his 124th birth anniversary, and it is celebrated annually with various 
events across India, especially in states like West Bengal, Odisha, Assam, Jharkhand, and Tripura. While it is 
celebrated with patriotic fervour, the naming of the day as Parakram Diwas has sparked some controversy, 
with certain political leaders and Netaji’s family members callin
Divas (Day of Patriotism) or Deshanayak Divas (Day of National Hero).

Parakram Diwas (also known as Netaji Jayanti) is a national observance in India that celebrates the birth 
anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose on 23 January. The day is dedicated to honouring his immense 
contributions to India’s struggle for independence. The name Parakram Diwas translates to the Day of Valor, 
highlighting Netaji’s bravery, leadership, and unwavering commitment to the cause of Indian independence. 
Bose is especially remembered for his role as the leader of the Indian National Army (INA
against British colonial rule, and for founding the Azad Hind Government. The day was officially recognized as 
Parakram Diwas in 2021, marking his 124th birth anniversary, and it is celebrated annually with various 

cially in states like West Bengal, Odisha, Assam, Jharkhand, and Tripura. While it is 
celebrated with patriotic fervour, the naming of the day as Parakram Diwas has sparked some controversy, 
with certain political leaders and Netaji’s family members calling for the day to be renamed as Deshprem 
Divas (Day of Patriotism) or Deshanayak Divas (Day of National Hero). 
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SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: 
1. Early Life and Background: 
Birth and Family: Subhas Chandra Bose was born on 23 January 1897 in Cuttack, Odisha, into a well-off 
Bengali family. His father, Janakinath Bose, was a prominent lawyer, and his mother, Prabhavati Devi, was 
deeply religious and nurturing. 
Education: Bose was an exceptional student, excelling in academics from an early age. He completed his 
early education in Cuttack and later attended Presidency College in Kolkata. His academic brilliance earned 
him a spot at Cambridge University in England, where he graduated with a degree in B.A. (Honours) in 
Philosophy. He also cleared the Indian Civil Services (ICS) exam, which was seen as a prestigious career path. 
Cultural Influence: Growing up in the culturally rich environment of Bengal, Bose was inspired by the Bengal 
Renaissance and deeply influenced by the nationalist movements of the time. His admiration for the 
freedom struggle grew through the teachings of leaders like Swami Vivekananda and Bankim Chandra 
Chattopadhyay. 
2. Subhas Chandra Bose’s Contribution to India’s Freedom: 
Involvement with the Indian National Congress: Subhas Chandra Bose initially aligned with the Indian 
National Congress (INC), led by Mahatma Gandhi. However, Bose was more radical in his approach compared 
to Gandhi’s philosophy of non-violence. Bose firmly believed that India’s independence could only be 
achieved through a more aggressive, militant strategy. 
Disagreement with Gandhi and INC Leadership: As Bose’s views on achieving independence clashed with 
Gandhi and the INC leadership, he formed his own faction within the Congress, advocating for the complete 
independence of India (Purna Swaraj) and the use of force if necessary. 
Electoral Success: In 1938, Bose was elected the President of the Indian National Congress, but his 
differences with Gandhi and the Congress leadership led to his resignation in 1939. He believed that the 
Congress was not doing enough to push for India’s freedom. 
The Azad Hind Movement: Bose’s ultimate goal was India’s independence through armed struggle. His 
legacy in the freedom movement is most strongly tied to the formation of the Azad Hind Fauj (Indian 
National Army) and his leadership of the Azad Hind Government during World War II. 
3. Subhas Chandra Bose and the Indian National Army (INA): 
Formation of INA: Bose’s leadership of the Indian National Army (INA) stands as one of his most significant 
contributions to the Indian freedom struggle. During his time in Southeast Asia, Bose sought help from Nazi 
Germany and Imperial Japan to form the INA, comprising Indian prisoners of war and expatriates. 
INA’s Role in the War: The INA fought alongside the Japanese against British forces in India and Southeast 
Asia. Though the INA ultimately did not succeed in liberating India, its efforts played a crucial role in inspiring 
a sense of nationalism and military resistance against British rule. 
INA’s Symbolism: The INA became a symbol of unity and courage in the face of adversity, and its efforts 
directly influenced the post-war independence movement. Netaji’s famous slogan, “Give me blood, and I will 
give you freedom,” inspired many to join the cause. 
4. Subhas Chandra Bose and the Forward Bloc: 
Formation of the Forward Bloc: In 1939, after his resignation from the INC, Subhas Chandra Bose formed the 
Forward Bloc, a left-wing political group within the Indian National Congress. This group aimed to unite all 
anti-colonial forces and push for immediate and total independence. 
The Role of the Forward Bloc: While the Forward Bloc initially struggled to gain widespread support, it 
became an important platform for Bose to mobilize the masses and promote a more militant form of 
resistance against British colonial rule. The organization also focused on working-class issues, which Bose 
believed were crucial for building a strong national movement. 



 

Ideological Differences: The Forward Bloc was ideologically distinct from the main Congress party. Bose’s 
vision for India’s future included strong central governance, industrialization, and a more assertive foreign 
policy, in contrast to the moderate approach favoured by leaders like Gandhi and Nehru. 
5. Subhas Chandra Bose’s Activities Abroad: 
Journey to Germany and Japan: After being placed under house arrest by the British authorities, Bose 
escaped India in 1941 and travelled to Germany and Japan to seek support for India’s independence. He 
believed that the Axis powers, despite their problematic ideologies, could help India fight British imperialism 
Collaboration with Axis Powers: In Germany, Bose formed ties with Nazi officials, including Adolf Hitler, and 
later moved to Japan, where he secured military support for his vision of an independent India. While he did 
not fully endorse Nazi ideologies, he believed that the Axis powers could help weaken British rule in India. 
Role in the Indian National Army (INA): In Japan, Bose took charge of the INA, which fought against British 
forces in Burma and parts of India. He also established the Azad Hind Government, which declared war on 
Britain and Japan’s allies. 
Mysterious Disappearance: Bose’s efforts came to a sudden halt after Japan’s defeat in World War II. In 
1945, he is believed to have died in a plane crash in Taiwan, though this has been the Subject of much 
speculation and controversy. Many still believe that Bose may have survived and spent his final years in 
secrecy. 
 
OVERALL IMPACT OF SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE’S IDEOLOGY IN POST-INDEPENDENCE INDIA: 
1. Nationalism and Patriotism: Subhas Chandra Bose’s unwavering commitment to India’s independence 
and his call for complete independence (Purna Swaraj) inspired generations of Indians. His iconic slogan, 
“Give me blood, and I will give you freedom,” symbolizes courage and unity in the fight for freedom. 
2. Legacy of the Indian National Army (INA): The Indian National Army (INA), led by Bose, became a symbol 
of militant nationalism. Though it did not lead to immediate independence, it sparked a spirit of resistance 
against British rule, complementing other independence efforts. 
3. Rejection of Non-Violence: Bose’s militant approach to India’s freedom struggle, emphasizing self-reliance 
and strength, contrasted with Gandhi’s non-violence but contributed to a multifaceted independence 
movement, highlighting the role of assertive nationalism. 
4. Influence on Post-Independence Politics: Bose’s vision for a strong, centralized India shaped post-
independence policy on defence, security, and industrialization, leaving a lasting impact on India’s nation-
building and development. 
5. Inspiration for Post-Independence Leaders: Bose’s ideology of strong governance and national unity 
inspired radical and left-wing political leaders, especially in West Bengal, influencing their approach to 
consolidating India’s democracy and addressing regional divisions. 
6. Symbol of Unity in Diversity: Bose’s leadership of the INA, which included diverse linguistic, cultural, and 
religious groups, epitomized his belief in unity in diversity, a core value in India’s national identity. 
7. Continued Debate on His Disappearance: The mystery of Bose’s disappearance after World War II 
continues to spark debates. Many believe he may have survived and secretly worked for India’s cause, 
keeping his legacy alive through ongoing research and public interest. 
8. Promoting National Resilience: Bose’s life, marked by sacrifices and setbacks, exemplified resilience and 
determination. His persistence in the face of adversity serves as a motivation for overcoming challenges in 
nation-building and pursuing the greater good of India. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
Subhas Chandra Bose’s impact on post-independence India is profound. His contributions transcend mere 
political actions; they embody the spirit of resistance, freedom, and sacrifice. Bose’s ideology continues to 
shape India’s national identity, political thinking, and the moral fibre of the country’s struggle for justice, 



 

making him an enduring figure in Indian history. His call for complete independence, his leadership of the 
Indian National Army, and his efforts to strengthen India’s sovereignty continue 
and are integral to understanding India’s historical and modern identity.

PRELIMS QUESTIONS: 
Q. Which of the following statements are correct about Parakram Diwas?
1. Parakram Diwas is celebrated annually on 23 January to mark the birth anni
Bose. 
2. Parakram Diwas was officially recognized in 2020 as 
3. The day is celebrated with patriotic fervour across India
Assam. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3 
Answer: C 
 
MAINS QUESTIONS: 
Q. Discuss the contributions of Subhas Chandra Bose t
continues to influence the nation’s political and social fabric.
  

making him an enduring figure in Indian history. His call for complete independence, his leadership of the 
Indian National Army, and his efforts to strengthen India’s sovereignty continue 
and are integral to understanding India’s historical and modern identity. 

Q. Which of the following statements are correct about Parakram Diwas? 
1. Parakram Diwas is celebrated annually on 23 January to mark the birth anni

2. Parakram Diwas was officially recognized in 2020 as a national observance in India.
3. The day is celebrated with patriotic fervour across India, especially in states like West Bengal, Odisha, and 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

Q. Discuss the contributions of Subhas Chandra Bose to India’s freedom struggle and how his legacy 
continues to influence the nation’s political and social fabric. (250 words, 15 marks)

making him an enduring figure in Indian history. His call for complete independence, his leadership of the 
Indian National Army, and his efforts to strengthen India’s sovereignty continue to inspire political discourse 
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