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1 (a)   How did the intellectual forces lead to the emergence of sociology? 
Discuss. 
 
Answer 
 

DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ Logical and argument based question. 

2.​ Interconnection between variables ⇒  The question seeks to explore how intellectual 
forces (Variable A) contributed to the emergence of sociology (Variable B). 

-​ For example → Renaissance and Enlightenment ( Followed by IR period ) 
thinkers critically analyzed society using philological and rational 
approaches, aiming to discover universal laws governing human behavior and 
societal structures, ultimately contributing to the emergence of sociology as a 
discipline. 

-​ For Content differentiation → you can add 2-3 lines about emergence of 
sociology in India (Indian intellectual Forces)  
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Introduction 
 
Intellectual forces in different periods such as Renaissance, Enlightenment  & period of 
Industrial revolution which had an impact on thinkers like Comte, Dukherim, Marx, Spencer 
etc to critically analyze society, which eventually led to the development of Sociology.  
 
 
MAIN BODY  
 
Contemporary Conditions in Europe and Reactions of Intellectual forces which resulted 
into Emergence of Sociology: 

Note → You can also learn this flowchart or diagrammatic approach to write concisely 
covering all important sociological keywords with your arguments in short.  
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Dark Ages → Society going backward, Decline in 
knowledge, with limited social and scientific 
progress. 

Renaissance → Revival of classical knowledge 
and humanism, questioning traditional authority 
and valuing individual potential. 

Enlightenment → Rise of reason, secularism, and 
scientific thinking, challenging religious dogma 
and promoting empirical analysis. 

French & Industrial Revolutions → Drastic 
social, economic, and political shifts, with 
increased awareness of inequality and social 
disorganization. 

Social Upheaval & Change → Resulting chaos 
and disorder from these revolutions raised 
questions about social stability, inequality, and 
cohesion. 

Quest for Order & Solutions → Intellectuals 
sought systematic ways to understand and address 
social issues, aiming to restore harmony. 

Emergence of Sociology → Birth of sociology as 
a scientific discipline dedicated to analyzing social 
structures, patterns, and solutions to societal 
problems.  

 
Thinkers like Comte, Spencer, Durkheim, and Marx applied scientific methods to social 
phenomena, shaping sociology. Comte's positivism, Spencer's social Darwinism, Durkheim's 
focus on social facts, and Marx’s class conflict laid the foundations for modern sociology. 

 
Conclusion 
 
Thus, Under new emerging social  conditions,  perspectives in sociology developed through the 
contributions of intellectuals like Marx, Durkheim, Spencer, and others to understand Social 
changes.. Their theories on class, society, evolution, and social facts shaped the discipline, 
creating a comprehensive framework for studying social dynamics. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 
Intellectual currents in Europe during the 18th and 19th centuries heavily shaped the 
emergence of sociology. Some of the most influential movements included Positivism, 
Evolutionism, and German Idealism, each contributing unique perspectives and methodologies 
to the developing social sciences.  

-​ T Bottomore, “The conditions which gave rise to sociology were both intellectual and 
social forces 

Positivism, particularly, proposed that society could be studied in a way similar to the physical 
sciences, promoting the idea of objectivity and empirical research 

 

DARK AGE → Renaissance → Enlightenment → ( French revolution + Industrial 
revolution ) → Changes in society (Chaos & Disorder ) —> Quest for Solution→ 
Emergence of SOCIOLOGY  

 
 
Renaissance Periods → The intellectual forces were deeply influenced by Renaissance thinkers 
who promoted humanism, reason, and individualism. 

-​ Thomas Hobbes and Machiavelli were the outstanding contributors of the realistic 
approach to social problems. Hobbes in his Levithan and Machiavelli in his Prince 
analyzes the system of statecraft and also put forward conditions for success of State 

-​ Thomas More - Utopia (1516): More’s work depicted an ideal society based on reason 
and communal living, offering a critique of contemporary European political and social 
structures 

 
Enlightenment Thinkers like John Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau emphasized reason, 
individual rights, and the social contract, challenging traditional authority and sparking debates 
on human nature and society's role   

-​ (Theories of justice and Social contract have been discussed in detail in value addition 
material ) 
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Auguste Comte, often regarded as the father of sociology, proposed a scientific study of society 
(POSITIVISM) based on empirical observation. He coined the term "sociology" and advocated 
for studying social phenomena like the natural sciences, focusing on social order and progress. 

-​ The chaos and disorder resulting from political revolutions in France and the problems 
unleashed by tremendous changes brought by industrialisation led to the study of social 
problems and to find new bases of order in societies. The interest in the issue of social 
order was one of the major concern of Auguste Comte who created sociology as a 
separate science 

 
Karl Marx emphasized the role of economic structures and class relations in shaping society. 
His critique of capitalism and the idea of historical materialism laid the foundation for 
understanding how material conditions affect social change. 
 
Herbert Spencer applied Darwin’s theory of evolution to society, viewing it as an organism that 
evolves over time. 
 
Emile Durkheim focused on social facts and the importance of studying societal structures and 
their functions. His work on social cohesion and the division of labor established sociology as a 
scientific discipline 
 
In India  (Emergence of sociology): 
The emergence of sociology in India also involved the development of Indological perspectives, 
which sought to understand Indian society from within its own cultural, religious, and historical 
context. 

-​ G.S. Ghurye: A pioneer in Indian sociology, Ghurye’s works like Caste and Race in 
India (1943) and Social Stratification in India (1952 

 
Rural Sociology: With a large rural population, the study of rural India became central to Indian 
sociology. Scholars like M.N. Srinivas and S.C. Dube examined social organization and rural 
transformations. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
1 (b) Discuss the relationship between sociology and political science.  
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Introduction 
 
 
Sociology is a multidisciplinary subject that shares common ground with various fields, 
including political science, due to its broad focus on understanding human society, institutions, 
and relationships. 
 
NOTE: I am providing you 250-300 words content here (You can eliminate  few points which 
you find less important.  
 
MAIN BODY 
 
DIVERGENCE:  
 

Dimensions Sociology Political science 

Origin  Emerged in the 19th century with 
thinkers like Auguste Comte and 
Emile Durkheim, focusing on 
society's broader social structures and 
institutions. 

Originated from political 
philosophy and history, with 
thinkers like Aristotle and 
Machiavelli, focusing on the 
study of political systems and 
governance. 

Subject Matter Focuses on society, social behavior, 
institutions, relationships, and cultural 
norms at both micro and macro levels. 
 
-​ Sociologists see governments as 

social institutions, political 

Focuses primarily on political 
systems, state institutions, 
governance, political 
behavior, and public policies. 
 

-​ Political scientists 
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DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ Key Concepts: Sociology and its relationship with other social science.  

2.​ Here Directive word is DISCUSS → Students need to explain the relationship between 
sociology and political science by highlighting their similarities, differences, and how 
they complement each other in understanding society and politics. 
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behavior as outcome of social 
dynamics and leadership as social 
phenomena having multifarious 
implications for social 
developments 

investigate into rise, 
fall and changes of 
governments and their 
leaders 

 

 -​ Sociology deals with all forms 
of human associations 

-​ Political Science is 
concerned with only 
one forms of human 
association i.e. the 
state 

 
 
 
 
 
CONVERGENCE: (Area of similar interest)  
 
Both sociology and political science intersect at multitude of points and provide a broader 
analysis of the social reality 
 

-​ Sociology and political science are closely related to each other in many respects. It is 
said that the disciplines of sociology and political science are closely interwoven in their 
analysis of power, authority structures, administration and governance. (Lipset 
1964). 

 
-​ A large number of scholars such as Marx, Weber, Gramsci, Pareto, Parsons and 

Mosca, etc. equally have contributed to the growth and development of both the 
disciplines. 

 
-​ Both disciplines, by intersecting each other, attempt to provide useful answers to various 

issues and concerns of everyday life and policy matters or the issues which we think are 
of very pressing concerns to society and its functions. For instance, the issues such as 
governance, civil society, social class and social capital, voting behavior, power 
relations among groups, participatory democracy, voluntary associations, 
government policies and their implications to society, are of vital importance. In fact, 
these are critical issues which bring boundaries of both sociology and political 
science closer. ( For example → Political Sociology → Politics & Caste)  

 

In conclusion, sociology and political science complement each other in enhancing our 
understanding of the complexities of the social and political world. 
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-​ Garner (1962) stressed that, while their respective fields are largely separate and distinct, 
political science and sociology are mutually contributory with one another 

 
Reference: 

-​  https://egyankosh.ac.in/bitstream/123456789/66027/1/Unit7.pdf 
-​ https://fulokoja.edu.ng/assets/publications/456_relationship-between-political-science-and-other-

disciplines-in-social-sciences.pdf 
 

 
 

 
 
 
1 ( c )     How is sociology related to common sense?  
 

DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ Key Concept: Common sense & Sociology 

2.​ Question type: To test students Critical thinking 

3.​ Directive word is HOW → Means you have to explain the method or manner in which 
sociology is related to common sense with you Arguments  (Hint: They are Different  +  
Enrich each other) 

-​ Common sense → Routine knowledge we have of our everyday world and 
activities (Weber) 

…..Every star gazer is not an astronomer…. 

 
 
Introduction 

The relationship between sociology and common sense is complex. Common sense reflects 
immediate, often unexamined beliefs, while sociology applies systematic methods to explore 
deeper social patterns and structures, challenging popular assumptions. 
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Main Body 

Different but Enrich enrich other 

 

 

-​ Common sense relies on everyday observations, personal experiences, and cultural 
beliefs, often untested and subjective. Sociology, however, employs a systematic and 
scientific approach, using empirical evidence and theoretical frameworks to analyze 
social phenomena. 

-​ Common sense gives raw material for sociology. Common sense can even be 
supportive of sociological theories 

-​ Émile Durkheim highlighted that sociology studies "social facts," external to 
individuals, which influence their behavior, challenging common sense assumptions. For 
instance, while common sense might attribute suicide solely to personal issues, 
Durkheim’s study revealed its social causes, such as lack of integration or regulation. 

-​ C. Wright Mills introduced the concept of the "sociological imagination," which 
connects individual experiences to broader social structures, moving beyond superficial 
common sense explanations. 

-​ Post modernist claim that sociology is not superior to common sense as there is 
nothing as eternal truth 

-​ Anthony Giddens has said that sociological investigation often becomes common 
sense. For ex sociological investigation of marital breakups have made people believe 
that marriage is a risky business 
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Conclusion 

When Sociology as a discipline moved closer to positivism, common sense was almost 
discarded. Anti-positivist on the other hand again tried to give importance to common sense. So, 
the relationship between the two is dynamic and even mutually reinforcing at times. 
 
 
Reference: 

-​ https://epgp.inflibnet.ac.in/epgpdata/uploads/epgp_content/S000456WS/P001247/M0144
83/ET/1457081595ET03.pdf 

-​ https://egyankosh.ac.in/bitstream/123456789/73798/1/Unit-1.pdf  
 

 
 

Additional information 
 
Sociological knowledge tends to be general, if not universal, on the other hand commonsense 
knowledge is particular and localized (Beteille 2009).  
 
Durkheim “Common sense perceptions are prejudices which can mar the scientific study of 
social world 

For Marxists much commonsense knowledge is ideological or at least very limited in its 
understanding of the world. Therefore, to begin with we should see the difference between 
knowledge derived from commonsense and those having origin in sociological research and 
systematic methods 

 
Divergence:  
 

Dimensions Common Sense Sociology 

Approach Based on everyday experiences, 
assumptions, and cultural norms. 

Systematic, evidence-based study 
using scientific methods. 

Nature Often oversimplified, subjective, and 
based on personal experience or 
collective beliefs.Common sense has 
no causal explanations. 

Objective, analytical, and based on 
research and data. It has a causal 
relationship  

Generalization Draws conclusions from anecdotal 
evidence or stereotypes. It is 

Focuses on broader social patterns 
and structures. 

10 



LU
TUS IA

S

 

unexamined and taken for granted. 

Examples POVERTY → Belief that people are 
poor because they are lazy. 

Sociologists would analyze poverty 
as a result of structural inequalities 
and social factors.  

Testing  In common sense, there is no room 
for empirical testing or explanation to 
beliefs.  

There is an empirical approach, 
testing, and explanation that happens 
in sociology.  

 Common sense is unreflective since it 
does not question its own origins 

The systematic and questioning 
approach of sociology is derived from 
a broader tradition of  scientific 
investigation 

 
 
Case study →. Among the Apache, It was found that very few ‘natural differences’ in men’s and 
women’s behavior with neither sex exhibiting aggression: Women did the heavy carrying ( In common 
sense = Men are stronger than Women, Men are more aggressive than women)  
However, ‘scientific method’ in sociology is out rightly rejected by phenomenologists like – 
Peter Berger, Thomas Luckmann, Alfred Schutz etc. Postmodernists also claim that sociological 
knowledge is no superior than commonsense as there is no such thing as ‘complete gospel’ and 
sociological principles are equally uncertain as common sense. 

 
But both enrich each other → (Make this diagram) 
 
Common sense can enrich sociology by providing initial insights or hypotheses that sociologists 
can explore, test, and validate through systematic research. It offers starting points or everyday 
observations that sociology can investigate more rigorously. 
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1(d) Discuss the historical antecedents of the emergence of sociology as a 
discipline.  
 
 

DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ A very straight forward question directly from Syllabus. 

2.​ Here, Students need to Explain Historical factors → The modern study of sociology 
emerged out of nineteenth century revolutions. 

-​ Historical antecedents means → analysis of the key historical factors that led to the 
development of sociology as a distinct discipline. For example,  the development of 
modern science, (2) the emergence of democratic forms of government, and 
(3) the industrial revolution 

[As, HISTORY = Study of Changes in the PAST (Not just the study of Date & Event)] 
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Introduction 
 
The emergence of sociology as a distinct academic discipline can be traced back to the historical 
and intellectual developments of 18th and 19th-century Europe. The key historical antecedents 
that contributed to the rise of sociology include-  

 

Main Body 

Historical antecedent which led to the development of Sociology 

The Enlightenment (17th-18th century): Enlightenment thinkers advocated reason, scientific 
inquiry, and a questioning of traditional authority.  

-​ Philosophers like John Locke, Montesquieu, and Rousseau examined society and 
human behavior through rationality, laying the groundwork for a scientific approach to 
social issues. 

Industrial Revolution (18th-19th century): The massive social and economic changes brought 
about by industrialization led to urbanization, the rise of factories, and the shift from agrarian to 
industrial societies.  

-​ This period saw issues like poor working conditions, class struggles, and population 
shifts, making it necessary to understand the new social dynamics and problems 
systematically. 

The Commercial Revolution spurred trade, urbanization, and the rise of a merchant class, 
reshaping social structures and economic relationships.  

-​ These shifts highlighted new social dynamics and inequalities, contributing to the 
intellectual groundwork for sociology as a discipline to study society systematically. 

Political Revolutions (e.g., French and American Revolutions): These revolutions introduced 
ideas of democracy, equality, and individual rights, challenging the old feudal and monarchic 
order. The restructuring of society during and after these revolutions highlighted the need to 
study social order, social change, and collective life scientifically. 
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Scientific Advances (17th-19th century): The success of the natural sciences, especially in 
developing laws and principles to explain natural phenomena, inspired intellectuals to apply 
similar scientific methods to study society.  

-​ Figures like Auguste Comte, who is credited with coining the term sociology, envisioned 
a "science of society" based on empirical and systematic study (POSITIVISM) 

Intellectual Movements: The influence of intellectual movements such as Positivism and 
theories of evolution by Charles Darwin also impacted the development of sociology. -  

-​ Positivism, particularly, proposed that society could be studied in a way similar to the 
physical sciences, promoting the idea of objectivity and empirical research. 

Conclusion 
 
The historical foundations of sociology illustrate society’s need to understand itself 
systematically. As Auguste Comte aptly stated, “To understand a science, it is necessary to 
know its history.” Sociology emerged to meet this need for social self-awareness.  
 
 
 
 
Reference: 

-​ https://egyankosh.ac.in/bitstream/123456789/18917/1/Unit-1.pdf 
-​ https://openstax.org/books/introduction-sociology-3e/pages/1-2-the-history-of-soc

iology 
 

 
 
 
1 (e)    In the context of globalization, has the scope of Sociology been 
changing in India? Comment.   
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DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ A Causal relation type question. 

-​ Forces of globalization (Variable X) has led to Changes in Scope of Sociology 
(Expand or alter) of sociology in India as scope is ever evolving area. 

2.​ Here the Directive word is COMMENT: 

-​ Students need to discuss how globalization introduces new dimensions, like 
transnational issues, economic shifts, cultural exchanges, and comparative studies, 
expanding sociology’s methods and areas of inquiry within India. 

-​ This involves examining shifts in sociological research areas, theoretical 
approaches (For example → A Shift from traditional issues like caste/class to global 
issues, shift in approach from Indology to other theoretical strands) , and the 
discipline’s engagement with issues like cultural change, economic transformations, 
migration, social stratification, and identity.  

-​ Highlight how globalization has expanded sociology's scope to include 
transnational issues, global interconnections, and new social challenges specific to 
India 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Yes, Globalization has significantly transformed the scope of sociology in India, expanding its 
focus to include diverse, interconnected issues that were previously peripheral to the 
discipline. This shift reflects the changing social, economic, and cultural landscape, requiring 
new theoretical insights and approaches to understand contemporary India. 

 

 

MAIN BODY 
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Globalization and Scope of Sociology in India 

Global Economy and Labor Migration (Jan Breman): Globalization has intensified economic 
disparities and labor migration (Called them Footloose Labor ), especially within India’s 
informal sector. Jan Breman’s work on migrant labor highlights the exploitation and precarious 
conditions faced by rural migrants in urban settings.  

-​ Sociology in India now examines issues like internal migration patterns, the impact of 
remittances, and the socioeconomic struggles of India’s urban poor in a globalized 
economy 

Cultural Hybridization and Identity (Arjun Appadurai, world renowned expert on the cultural 
dynamics of globalization): Indian sociologist Arjun Appadurai’s concept of “scapes” 
(ethnoscapes, mediascapes, technoscapes) highlights how globalization creates fluid cultural 
exchanges.  

-​ For example, Bollywood & Desi hip hop movement, McAloo Tikki Burger by 
McDonald's, Starbucks offering chai and turmeric-based drinks in India, Sarees being 
styled with Western elements, like crop tops and jackets,  

Rise of Consumerism and Social Class (Pierre Bourdieu’s Influence): The emergence of a 
consumer-driven middle class in India, influenced by global consumer culture, has led to new 
forms of social stratification. Bourdieu’s theories on "social capital" and "taste" help Indian 
sociologists explore how consumption patterns shape class identity.  

-​ For instance, Western brands and luxury goods (iPhone Culture) have become symbols 
of status among India’s elite, while middle and lower classes aspire to similar 
consumption patterns. 

Technology, Media, and Youth Culture : The digital revolution has transformed youth culture in 
India, with social media platforms like Instagram and WhatsApp connecting Indian youth to 
global trends. 

-​ Castells’ ideas on the “network society” inform this research, shedding light on how 
global digital platforms influence youth identity, social interaction and social movements 
in India. 

Environmental Issues and Global Solidarity (Ulrich Beck’s Risk Society): Global 
environmental issues, such as climate change and pollution, are becoming central to Indian 
sociology.  
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-​ Beck’s concept of the "risk society" explains how global risks affect local communities, 
especially marginalized ones. For example, sociologists study the impact of global 
environmental degradation on rural Indian farmers, who face droughts and water scarcity 
linked to climate change. 

Conclusion  

globalization has expanded the scope of sociology in India, introducing new areas of inquiry 
that bridge local issues with global frameworks. Indian sociology today not only examines 
traditional issues of caste and class but also engages with global challenges and influences, 
enriching the discipline’s relevance in a rapidly transforming world. 

 
 
Reference: 
https://ncert.nic.in/textbook/pdf/lesy206.pdf 
https://robinson.faculty.soc.ucsb.edu/Assets/pdf/Saskia%20Sassen.pdf 
https://www.wiley.com/en-us/The+Sociology+of+Globalization%2C+2nd+Edition-p-978074568
9760 
 
 

 
 
 
2 (b) What aspects of ‘Enlightenment’ do you think paved the way for the emergence 
of sociology? Elaborate. 
 
Note: I am compiling detailed notes on the Enlightenment period by synthesizing key points 
from various books. This will enable you to effectively analyze and address questions or 
statements in  GS, Essay and Sociology. 
 

DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ Key concepts: Enlightenment, Emergence of Sociology 

2.​ Causal relation → Variable A ( Enlightenment ) → Led development of Variable b ( 
Emergence of Sociology) 

3.​ Here the directive word is ELABORATE → Which requires identifying & explaining  
specific Enlightenment ideas—such as reason, scientific inquiry, individualism, and 
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social progress—that shaped the intellectual foundation for sociology. 

 
 
Introduction 

The Enlightenment was a transformative intellectual movement emphasizing reason, science, 
and progress. It challenged traditional authority and inspired systematic study of society, laying 
the groundwork for sociology to emerge as a distinct scientific discipline. 

 
Main Body 
 
Different aspects of Enlightenment that  led to the development of Sociology 
 
Reason and Rationality: Enlightenment thinkers emphasized the use of reason and logic to 
understand the world. This shift encouraged the study of society based on evidence and 
rational analysis rather than superstition or tradition.  

-​ Auguste Comte, often regarded as the father of sociology, adopted this rational approach 
to develop a "science of society." 

 
Scientific Inquiry: The Enlightenment popularized the idea of using scientific methods to study 
natural and human phenomena.  

-​ Thinkers like Francis Bacon and Isaac Newton demonstrated the power of observation 
and experimentation, inspiring sociologists to apply similar methods to understand social 
structures and dynamics. 

 
Individualism: Enlightenment philosophers, such as John Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 
emphasized individual rights, equality, and the possibility of societal improvement.  

-​ These ideas motivated sociologists to explore how social institutions and norms influence 
individuals and how society could evolve toward greater justice and equality. 

 
Critique of Traditional Authority: Enlightenment thinkers questioned the legitimacy of 
monarchies and the church, advocating for democracy and secularism.  

-​ This critique of established power structures inspired sociological investigations into how 
power operates within society, as seen in the works of Karl Marx and Max Weber. 

18 



LU
TUS IA

S

 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
Thus, The Enlightenment’s focus on reason, scientific inquiry, and social progress profoundly 
shaped sociology, providing tools to analyze society systematically and fostering a commitment 
to understanding and improving human social life. 
 
 

 
 
 
Additional Info: 
 
The Enlightenment, a period of intellectual awakening during the 17th and 18th centuries, 
profoundly influenced the emergence of sociology as a discipline. Enlightenment thinkers 
championed ideas like reason, scientific inquiry, secularism, and progress, which fostered an 
environment for critical analysis of society 
 
The period of the Enlightenment is characterized by the growing acceptance of reason (rather 
than cultural and religious tradition) as the primary authority used to settle philosophical, 
scientific and political problems. Anyone was free to contribute to the stock of human 
knowledge through the means of observation, experimentation, and inference. A new age with a 
scientific mindset had begun. 
 
The ideas of the Enlightenment, in particular, its faith in scientific method of investigation, its 
optimism that the new era of scientific-technological advancement and industrialization would 
lead to a world filled with happiness for all and its attempts to create a social order based on 
the principles of human reason, tolerance and equality, effected a profound social and intellectual 
revolution. 
 
Sociology, as a field, emerged out of these transformations as scholars sought to understand 
and improve society. 
 
 

Brief Idea on Enlightenment Period  
 
The 17th century (the age of Descartes and Francis Bacon) is generally referred to as the Age 
of Reason, while the term ‘Enlightenment’ is often restricted to the 18th century. There is in fact 
no clear demarcation between the two. 
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The period of the Enlightenment is characterized by the growing acceptance of reason (rather 
than cultural and religious tradition) as the primary authority used to settle philosophical, 
scientific and political problems.  

-​ Anyone was free to contribute to the stock of human knowledge through the means of 
observation, experimentation, and inference. A new age with a scientific mindset had 
begun. 

-​ Indeed, the shift had partially already begun during the Renaissance. But the 
Enlightenment was in a special way the awakening of Europe, beginning with England. 

 
-​ Unlike previous cultural shifts such as the Renaissance, the Enlightenment was not 

restricted to a particular social class but directly affected the general public through the 
spread of science, education and democratic values 

 
-​ Wherever the new aspirations of the people were blocked, pent-up tensions resulted in 

dramatic events such as the American War of Independence and the French Revolution 
 

-​ The most important countries influenced by the Enlightenment were England, France 
and Germany. To begin with, in England, the 17th and 18th centuries were characterized 
by the steady progress of science 

-​ France began to lose their respect for the King and were influenced instead by the 
writings of Voltaire and other radical thinkers. Finally, King Louis XVI was overthrown 
and a Republic was established. 

-​ German philosophy flourished, and the period of the Enlightenment produced some of 
the greatest of philosophers, including Immanuel Kant. Protestant States accepted the 
Enlightenment more readily than Catholic countries 

-​ In France, the Enlightenment finally reached its climax in the French Revolution, while 
in Germany, philosophy reached its highest point in the ‘transcendental idealism’ of 
Kant and the ‘absolute idealism’ of Hegel 

 

Major aspects includes   
                                    

The Scientific Culture: (From Deductive to Inductive) →  Science in ancient and medieval 
times was largely dominated by the ‘deductive method,’ which began with generally accepted 
conclusions (which were culturally and theologically accepted as true) and then only applied to 
particular observable cases. After the Renaissance, and especially during the Enlightenment, this 
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deductive method gave way to the ‘inductive method,’ which was based on observations leading 
to newer and newer conclusions.  

-​ This gave rise to new discoveries, and paved the way for the ‘Industrial Revolution.This 
new form of scientific demonstration and knowledge began to have greater prestige 
among the general population (Isaac Newton) 

-​ Chemists increasingly discarded the ancient concept of the four elements, while 
biologists, rather disturbingly, were beginning to show that man – contrary to what the 
people of the Middle Ages had believed → Man = Animal ) 

 

A New Philosophical Beginning: The Philosophy of the Enlightenment began with Descartes’ 
tremendous decision to reject all previous philosophy as uncertain and make a fresh beginning 
with the facts that he could be absolutely certain of. 

-​ Modern philosophy no longer made appeal to authorities such as Plato and Aristotle 
except as examples. Rather, the main source of knowledge was the ‘great book of the 
world’ itself, and this book was ‘read’ through experience. 

-​ Since the experiences of different peoples are different, toleration and pluralism increased 
and there were calls for freedom of thought and freedom of religion 

 

The Emergence of the Public Sphere:  One of the most important cultural changes that took 
place during this period was the emergence of a space in which private people were able to come 
together as a public.  

-​ Through the growth of the international book trade and the emergence of mass-produced 
pamphlets and news bulletins, people in different parts of the world were increasingly 
reading and discussing the same events, persons and ideas 

The Spread of Democratic Values: The 17th century saw various attempts made by monarchs 
to establish the principle of the Divine Right of Kings. In the 18th century, this was no longer 
possible. The bankrupt monarchs had to turn to assemblies and parliaments to raise money to 
finance their projects. The result was that different groups of people increasingly saw it as their 
right to place limits on the power of the kings 
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Dark Ages → Society going backward, Decline in 
knowledge, with limited social and scientific 
progress. 

Renaissance → Revival of classical knowledge 
and humanism, questioning traditional authority 
and valuing individual potential. 

Enlightenment → Rise of reason, secularism, and 
scientific thinking, challenging religious dogma 
and promoting empirical analysis. 

French & Industrial Revolutions → Drastic 
social, economic, and political shifts, with 
increased awareness of inequality and social 
disorganization. 

Social Upheaval & Change → Resulting chaos 
and disorder from these revolutions raised 
questions about social stability, inequality, and 
cohesion. 

Quest for Order & Solutions → Intellectuals 
sought systematic ways to understand and address 
social issues, aiming to restore harmony. 

Emergence of Sociology → Birth of sociology as 
a scientific discipline dedicated to analyzing social 
structures, patterns, and solutions to societal 
problems.  
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The Enlightenment period was a major factor in the emergence of sociology in the late 18th and 
early 19th centuries. The Enlightenment's emphasis on reason, empirical evidence, and social 
critique influenced sociological thinkers like Auguste Comte, Karl Marx, and Max Weber. 
Key aspects of Enlightenment that contributed to the birth of Sociology-  
 

Rationalism and Empirical Thinking: The Enlightenment emphasized reason and observation 
as the bases for understanding the world. Social scientists promoted scientific methods, 
emphasizing that human knowledge should be grounded in empirical evidence rather than 
superstition or tradition. This rational approach laid the foundation for sociology’s 
commitment to systematic, evidence-based study of social phenomena.  

-​ For instance, Auguste Comte, known as the "Father of Sociology," proposed that society 
should be studied scientifically, leading to his development of "positivism," a framework 
for studying social facts objectively. (SOCIAL STATIC & SOCIAL DYNAMIC) 

 

Growth of science:  With its emphasis on empirical research and rational inquiry, profoundly 
influenced the emergence of sociology. As scientific methods successfully explained natural 
phenomena, intellectuals began applying these approaches to understand human society.  

-​ This shift towards scientific thinking led to the formalization of sociology, a discipline 
focused on systematically studying social structures, behaviors, and issues, mirroring the 
scientific advancements in other fields. 

Question on religious dogmas: The challenge to religious dogmas during the Enlightenment 
paved the way for sociology by encouraging secularism and the use of reason in understanding 
society.  

-​ Thinkers like Voltaire criticized religious authority, advocating for freedom of thought 
and empirical study. This shift towards rational inquiry influenced early sociologists, 
such as Auguste Comte, who proposed a scientific study of society, moving beyond 
religious explanations to systematically analyze social behavior and institutions. 

Individualism: The Enlightenment introduced the idea of individual autonomy, emphasizing 
that individuals are rational agents capable of shaping their own lives. This focus on the 
individual became crucial in sociology, especially in examining the relationship between 
individual actions and social structures.  

-​ John Locke's idea of natural rights and individual freedoms, for instance, helped 
sociologists explore how social institutions affect personal agency and autonomy. 
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Spread of Democratic Values: In the 17th century, monarchs' attempts to enforce the Divine 
Right of Kings were gradually undermined by financial crises. By the 18th century, bankrupt 
monarchs relied on assemblies and parliaments, leading to growing demands for limits on royal 
power. 

-​ This shift promoted democratic values such as individual rights and accountability, which 
aligned with Enlightenment ideals. The resulting societal changes, including the French 
and Industrial Revolutions, emphasized inequality and power struggles, creating the 
intellectual foundation for the emergence of sociology as a discipline to analyze and 
address these issues. 

 

Belief in Progress and Social Change: Enlightenment thinkers believed in social progress, 
encouraging the idea that society could evolve and improve through reform. This concept of 
progress made it possible to approach social issues with the goal of change, establishing 
sociology as a field interested in identifying and addressing social problems.  

-​ Jean-Jacques Rousseau, with his ideas on social contract and inequality, encouraged 
critical discussions about power, social justice, and reform. Karl Marx analyzed the 
roots of social inequality and advocated for societal transformation through his theory of 
class struggle.  

-​ In his most important work, The Social Contract, he taught that human beings are 
naturally in competition with one another and hence they join together to form groups so 
that they stand a better chance in the struggle. Rousseau believed that this Social Contract 
was at the basis of modern civilisation and society. He criticised the concept of private 
property because it created social inequality. He advocated freedom, equality and justice 
for all. 

Critique of Traditional Power structure: The Enlightenment's challenge to traditional 
hierarchies and authority promoted critical thinking about social structures, hierarchy, and 
inequality. By questioning the legitimacy of monarchy and aristocracy, Enlightenment thinkers 
like Voltaire and Rousseau encouraged a deeper examination of power dynamics.  

-​ This critique resonated with early sociologists like Marx and Weber, who scrutinized 
the effects of power, class, and authority on social organization. 

In summary, the Enlightenment’s focus on rationalism, Scientific orientation of society, 
individualism, progress, and the critique of tradition provided a fertile intellectual environment 
for the emergence of sociology. Early sociologists built upon these ideas to develop a science of 
society that sought to objectively understand social structures, behaviors, and transformations. 
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2 ( c ) Compare and Contrast Sociology with Anthropology.  
 
 

DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 

1.​ Key concepts: Sociology and its relation to Anthropology 

2.​ Students need to explore areas in which both disciplines converge & diverge.  

 

 
 
 
Introduction 
 
 
According to Hoebel, “Sociology and Social Anthropology are, in their broadest sense, one and 
the same”. Evans Pritchard considers social anthropology a branch of sociology. Sociology is 
greatly benefited by anthropological studies. 
 
Note: Here the answer exceeds word limit. You are advised to keep ready made points in your 
mind as UPSC asks very straightforward questions on this theme.  

 
Main Body 
 

Dimensions  Sociology Anthropology 

 
Origin Sociology emerged in the early 19th century, 

primarily as a response to the societal changes 
brought about by the Industrial Revolution 
and the French Revolution.  

-​ Early sociologists like Auguste Comte, 
Karl Marx, and Émile Durkheim 
focused on understanding the dynamics 

-​ Anthropology has its roots in the study 
of ancient societies and cultural 
differences. It began as a field focused 
on understanding human evolution, 
cultural practices, and the diversity of 
human societies, particularly in 
non-Western or tribal cultures. 
Anthropologists are interested in how 
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of modern industrial societies, addressing 
issues like social order, class, and the 
effects of industrialization. Sociology 
developed in Western Europe as a 
scientific approach to studying social 
structures, institutions, and relationships 
within urbanized, modernized societies. 

human beings adapt to their environment 
and develop cultures over time 

Anthropology, on the other hand, originated 
from a more comparative study of cultures. 
While its roots can be traced back to early 
explorers and philosophers, anthropology as a 
distinct discipline emerged in the late 19th 
century, influenced by evolutionary 
theories and the study of indigenous cultures.  

-​ Anthropologists like Franz Boas and 
Bronislaw Malinowski emphasized 
fieldwork and participant observation 
to study non-Western societies and 
cultures, particularly in their 
"traditional" forms. Anthropology's 
focus was more on human evolution, 
cultural practices, and social structures 
in societies not shaped by 
industrialization 

Goal  The goal of sociology is to systematically 
study human society, its structures, 
institutions, and relationships.  

-​ It aims to understand social behavior, 
identify patterns, analyze social problems, 
and explore how societal changes impact 
individuals and groups, ultimately 
contributing to improving social welfare 
and promoting social justice  

 

The goals of the discipline were to formally 
study and research the origins and 
diversity of human beings. ( Observed 
differences of physical types and of social 
and cultural life) 

 

-​ Darwin had firmly established that the 
human was a single species biologically 
and the race theories that had attributed 
differences in human societies to their 
racial differences were discarded at the 
scholarly level. If race was not the 
criteria then one had to look for other 
reasons for both the physical as well as 
the social differences between various 
human groups 
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Focus 
Area 

Sociology focuses on social changes and 
structures in modern, industrialized societies. 
 
For example - A sociologist might study the 
impact of urban migration on family structures 
or investigate how education systems 
contribute to social stratification in modern 
cities. 
 

Anthropology focuses on cultural diversity 
and practices across different societies, often 
comparing traditional and contemporary 
culture. 
 
For example → A sociologist might study 
the impact of urban migration on family 
structures or investigate how education 
systems contribute to social stratification in 
modern cities. 

Methods Sociology often uses quantitative methods 
such as surveys, statistical analysis, and case 
studies to understand societal patterns and 
trends 

Anthropology, particularly cultural 
anthropology, uses qualitative methods like 
participant observation, ethnography, and 
fieldwork. 

 
 

CONVERGENCE 

Convergence between Sociology and Anthropology occurs in the overlap of their study of human 
societies, cultures, and behaviors. While both disciplines have distinct origins and approaches, 
they share common goals of understanding social structures and human interactions. 

Anthropologist Kroeber pointed out that the two sciences are twin sisters. Robert Redfield writes 
that “one sees that the relations between sociology and anthropology are closer than those 
between Anthropology and Political Science due to greater similarity in ways of work”. 

Sociologists have to depend upon anthropologists to understand the present-day social 
phenomena from our knowledge of the past which is often provided by anthropology. The 
studies made by famous anthropologists like Radcliffe Brown, B. Malinowski, Ralph Linton, 
Lowie, Raymond Firth, Margaret Mead, Evans Pritchard and others, have been proved to be 
valuable in sociology.  

-​ For example - Sociological topics such as the origin of family, the beginning of marriage, 
private property, the genesis of religion, etc., can better be understood in the light of 
anthropological knowledge. 

-​ Further, sociology has borrowed many concepts like cultural area, culture traits, 
interdependent traits, cultural lag, culture patterns, culture configuration etc., from 
socio-cultural anthropology. 
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Conclusion 
Both are Interdisciplinary Nature ⇒ Sociology and anthropology often intersect with other 
social sciences, such as psychology, economics, and political science, to offer a comprehensive 
understanding of social issues. 

 

 

3 (a) Do you think that common sense is the starting point of social research? 
What are its advantages and limitations? Explain 
 
 

DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ Key concepts → Common Sense in social research 

2.​ The question has two parts- 

-​ In First part, the directive word is DO YOU THINK which means → your 
opinion or evaluation on whether common sense can be the starting point of 
social research. It requires you to reflect on and assess the role of common sense 
in the research process 

-​ In Second part, you are asked to write about advantages and Limitation→  It 
requires a discussion of its advantages, such as providing practical insights, and 
limitations, like its subjective nature and reliance on personal bias, and whether it 
is sufficient for rigorous academic inquiry 

 

 
Introduction 

Yes, common sense can be a starting point for social research. It provides initial observations and 
questions about society and guides researchers to explore deeper, more systematic explanations 
through scientific methods. 
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MAIN BODY 

Common Sense as the Starting Point​
 

Common sense can serve as a starting point for social research by providing initial insights into 
social phenomena. Researchers often begin by observing familiar situations and using their 
everyday understanding (SOCIOLOGICAL IMAGINATION)  to identify areas of interest. For 
instance, noticing patterns in people's behavior or social problems like poverty may spark 
curiosity, leading to further investigation. It offers a way to connect with real-life issues and can 
help frame questions in a more relatable context. 

Following argument could be given -  

1.​ Common sense offers initial insights into societal beliefs and behaviors, guiding 
researchers to identify patterns that warrant further investigation. 

2.​ It raises relevant questions about everyday social issues, providing a foundation for 
exploring deeper causes through empirical methods. 

3.​ Common sense helps frame hypotheses and direct research towards areas of societal 
relevance, initiating systematic inquiry. 

However, Common sense has following advantages and limitations such as -  

Advantages  Limitations 

-​ One advantage of using common sense is 
that it is accessible and immediate.  

-​ It reflects shared experiences and cultural 
knowledge, allowing researchers to 
connect with the everyday reality of their 
subjects.  

-​ It can also provide practical, contextual 
understanding of social issues, which can 
guide initial hypothesis formulation and 
research design 

-​ Despite its advantages, common sense 
has significant limitations.  

-​ It is often subjective and shaped by 
personal biases, cultural assumptions, 
and untested beliefs.  

-​ Social phenomena are complex and 
cannot always be understood through 
superficial observations. Relying solely 
on common sense may lead to 
oversimplified conclusions or 
reinforcement of stereotypes, limiting the 
depth of research. 
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Conclusion 

While common sense can be a useful starting point for social research, it is not sufficient on its 
own. Social research requires rigorous, systematic methods that go beyond personal assumptions. 
Researchers must test, analyze, and validate these insights through empirical research to ensure 
valid and reliable conclusions. 

 
NOTE: Value addition is provided in question discussed in detail above 
 

 
 
 
 

3 (b) The sociological imagination enables us to grasp history and biography 
and the relationship between the two in a society.” - C.W. Mills. Explain. 
 

DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ Key concepts: Sociological Imagination by CW Mills 
 

2.​ It's a statement based question. And Directive word is EXPLAIN, together they 
mean-  

-​ Question demands an explanation of C.W. Mills' concept of sociological 
imagination by analyzing how individual experiences (biography) are 
interconnected with societal contexts (history) and illustrating this relationship 
with relevant examples to clarify the interplay. 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Mills identified “troubles” (personal challenges) and “issues” (larger social challenges), also 
known as biography, and history, respectively. Mills’ sociological imagination allows individuals 
to see the relationships between events in their personal lives (biography), and events in their 
society (history). 
 
 
Main Body   
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Sociological imagination: The Relationship Between History and Biography 
 
C.W. Mills' concept of sociological imagination enables individuals to understand the intricate 
relationship between personal experiences (biography) and the larger societal context (history). It 
emphasizes that individual lives are not isolated but are deeply influenced by social 
structures, historical events, and cultural norms.  
 
This perspective allows us to view personal troubles as interconnected with public issues, 
thereby broadening our understanding of societal dynamics. For example, Personal distress 
(biography) like isolation or despair is shaped by larger influences (history) such as social 
integration levels, cultural norms, or economic instability, as Émile Durkheim's study 
highlights. 
 

The concept also explains how societal changes impact individual biographies. For instance, 
during the industrial revolution, workers experienced shifts in their personal lives due to mass 
urbanization and changes in labor systems. Similarly, in modern times, digitalization and 
globalization have transformed individual lifestyles, relationships, and career trajectories. 

 

Conclusion 

Mills' idea is significant as it bridges the gap between micro (individual) and macro (societal) 
levels of analysis. By understanding this link, individuals can critically assess societal norms and 
inequalities, fostering empathy and a deeper awareness of the world. Thus, sociological 
imagination is a powerful tool to analyze and address social issues. 

 
 

Additional Information 
 
Thinking Sociologically:  Sociological Imagination ( C.W. Mills) 
 
 
According to Mills, ‘The ability to study the structure of society while also studying individuals’ 
lives the ‘sociological imagination’ (Mills, 1959). He argued that the sociological imagination 
allows people to understand their ‘private troubles’ in terms of‘ public issues’. People 
experience unemployment, war and marital breakdown in terms of the problems these events 
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produce in their personal lives. They react to them as individuals, and their reactions have 
consequences for society as a whole.  
 
However, to Mills, these issues can only be fully understood in the context of wider social forces. 
For example, very specific circumstances might lead to a person becoming unemployed, but 
when unemployment rates in society as a whole rise, it becomes a public issue that needs to be 
explained. The sociologist has to consider ‘the economic and political institutions of the society, 
and not merely the personal situation and character of a scatter of individuals’. 
 
According to Mills, then, sociology should be about examining the biographies of individuals 
in the context of the history of societies. Sociological imagination is not just of use to 
sociologists; it is important to all members of society if they wish to understand, change and 
improve their lives. Perhaps sociology can be seen as succeeding when it allows people to 
achieve this imagination.  

 
 
 
 
 
3 ( c) How has Enlightenment contributed to the emergence of Sociology 
 
 

DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ Key concepts used: Enlightenment, Emergence of Sociology 

2.​ This is  CAUSAL RELATION (With critical thinking )  type question → In the 
question, the directive word "how" (Critical Thinking based) asks you to explain the 
process or manner in which- 

-​ The Enlightenment (VARIABLE A) —> Contributed to the emergence of sociology 
(VARIABLE B) 

 
 

Introduction 

The Enlightenment, an 18th-century intellectual movement, emphasized reason, scientific 
inquiry, and progress, challenging traditional authority and dogmas. It provided the 
foundation (critical analysis of society done by thinkers ) for sociology's emergence as a 
systematic study of society. 
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Main Body  
 
Enlightenment led to the Emergence of Sociology 

Enlightenment thinkers like Voltaire, Rousseau, and Montesquieu advocated questioning 
religious and political authority, promoting rationality and human-centered approaches. This 
fostered a shift from theological explanations to scientific ones, encouraging the study of social 
phenomena.  

The era also saw the development of ideas like individualism, secularism, and democracy, 
which highlighted the complexities of human societies. These changes, coupled with the 
Industrial and French Revolutions, created new social realities such as urbanization, 
inequality, and class struggles.. 

Sociology emerged as a response to analyze and address these transformations 
systematically, (By Application of logic/Reasons & Critical thinking on emerging social 
problems to understand law of society) blending Enlightenment principles with empirical 
observation and theory. 

 

Conclusion 

Thus, the Enlightenment laid the intellectual groundwork for sociology by emphasizing 
rationality, questioning tradition, and advocating systematic study, enabling the discipline to 
develop as a scientific tool for understanding society. 

 
Note: This topic is already covered in detail  above. 
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4 (a)    How did the emergence of industrial society change family life in 
Western Europe?  

DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ Key Concepts: Social change in Europe during Industrialization.  

2.​ The question asks for an explanation of how the rise of industrial society transformed family life in 
Western Europe. It requires an analysis of specific changes, such as shifts in family structure, roles, 
relationships, and economic functions, alongside the broader social and economic impacts of 
industrialization 

3.​ For example, Early Life ( Rural, travel, Health, Role of Religion, Travel, Low Division of Labor, 
Mode of Production simple (cottage industry) etc 

 
 
Introduction 

The emergence of industrial society in Western Europe, particularly during the Industrial 
Revolution (18th-19th centuries), profoundly transformed family life. The shift from agrarian 
economies to industrialized urban centers led to changes in family structures, roles, and 
functions, as the economic and social landscape evolved. 

Main Body 

Industrialization and Change in family life in Europe 

-​ Before industrialization, families operated within a traditional mode of production, largely 
centered around agriculture and small-scale crafts. The family was the basic economic unit, 
and the division of labor was typically low and all were  ( Women, Men and Children)  
contributing to production and domestic tasks. The home was often a workspace, with 
artisans and craftsmen working alongside their families in rural settings 

-​ With industrialization, the rise of factory work and urban migration created a distinct 
separation between the home and the workplace. Men began to work outside the home in 
factories, while women and children were increasingly confined to domestic roles, leading 
to a clear gender division of labor. The breadwinner model emerged, where men were 
expected to earn wages outside the home, and women were responsible for domestic duties 
and childcare. This shift led to the rise of the nuclear family, with smaller, more isolated 
family units compared to the extended family structures that were common in rural settings. 
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-​ Economic changes also contributed to altered family dynamics, such as delayed marriages 
and smaller family sizes, as the cost of living in urban areas increased. The shift to 
industrial work also led to alienation, where individuals became disconnected from the 
products of their labor and even from their own family members due to the demands of 
factory work. Urban living conditions and the high cost of living led many families to have 
fewer children compared to rural societies. Additionally, industrialization contributed to 
changing marriage patterns, with delayed marriages and an increase in nuclear family 
structures, as opposed to extended families living together. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Industrial society’s emergence brought significant changes to family life in Western Europe. It 
reshaped gender roles, economic functions, and family structures, contributing to a new social 
order that reflected the demands of industrialized economies. 

 
 
Note- we will be sharing one pdf on IR and Impact on  european society, please do read it.  
Link is https://webpages.cs.luc.edu/~dennis/106/106-Bkgr/20-Industrial-Rev.pdf 
 

-​  The pdf will be uploaded on the portal. 
 
Additional Info: For comprehensive understanding (BBC) 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zm9r4xs#zrntp4j 
 

 

Case study - The famine revealed the vulnerability of industrialized societies to monoculture 
farming and the neglect of workers' welfare, exacerbating malnutrition and mortality among the 
poorest populations. 
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4 (c) Sociology is pre-eminently study of modern societies”. Discuss. 
 
 

DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ Key hidden concept : Scope of Sociology 

2.​ The question demands a discussion on sociology’s primary focus on modern societies, 
highlighting its emergence during modernity to study phenomena like industrialization, 
urbanization, and rationalization.  

-​ It also requires evaluating sociology's engagement with pre-modern and 
post-modern societies. 

3.​ In this context, directive word  DISCUSS means to provide a detailed examination of 
the statement by presenting arguments, examples, and counterarguments, while 
critically evaluating whether sociology's scope is limited to studying modern societies. 
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Introduction 

Sociology emerged during modernity as a response to the profound changes brought about by 
industrialization, urbanization, and rationalization. This has led to its primary focus on 
understanding modern societies and their unique characteristics to understand the changes 
and to control the problems faced by contemporary society.  

 

Main Body 

Sociology Studies Modern Societies​
 

-​ Modern societies are characterized by features such as industrial economies, urban 
lifestyles, bureaucratic organization, secularism, and individualism.  

-​ Founding sociologists like Auguste Comte, Emile Durkheim, Karl Marx, and Max 
Weber aimed to study these changes systematically. For instance, Durkheim analyzed the 
transition from mechanical to organic solidarity, highlighting the transformation of social 
cohesion in modern industrial societies. Similarly, Marx examined how the capitalist mode 
of production shaped class dynamics and alienation in modern societies. 

-​ Sociology’s focus has also been on modern institutions like the state, market, education, 
and media, alongside processes such as globalization, migration, and technological 
advancements. These elements define modernity and underline sociology’s preeminent 
focus on studying the structures and changes within modern societies. 

 

However Sociology Studies Pre and Post Modern Societies also- ​
 

-​ Sociology studies pre-modern societies to understand the roots of modernity and societal 
evolution. For example, Max Weber analyzed religion in pre-modern societies, linking 
Protestant ethics to capitalism. Emile Durkheim studied tribal societies in "The 
Elementary Forms of Religious Life" to explore collective consciousness. These studies 
reveal the continuity between traditional and modern social structures. 
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-​ Sociology studies postmodern societies to understand fragmented identities, fluid social 
structures, and the impact of globalization. Thinkers like Jean Baudrillard analyze 
hyperreality and media's influence, while Anthony Giddens explores reflexivity in late 
modernity. Postmodern sociology critiques universal truths, focusing on diversity, 
decentralization, and cultural relativism in contemporary societies. 

Conclusion​
Sociology is pre-eminently a study of modern societies due to its origins in modernity and focus 
on modern institutions and processes. However, its scope has broadened to include pre-modern 
and post-modern contexts, making it a comprehensive study of human societies across time and 
space. 

 
Additional Information 

 
Postmodernism: Postmodernism is a sociological perspective that challenges the universal 
truths, grand theories, and fixed structures emphasized in modernity. It views society as 
fragmented, diverse, and ever-changing, where traditional norms and categories lose their 
meaning. 
 

The key thinkers of postmodernism in sociology are: 

-​ Jean Baudrillard: Baudrillard argued that in post-modern societies, media and 
technology create "hyperreality," where simulations or representations of reality (like 
social media or advertisements) become more important than actual reality. People live in 
a world of images, where distinguishing between the real and the imagined becomes 
difficult 

-​ Michel Foucault: Foucault focused on power and knowledge, arguing that knowledge is 
always tied to power. He explored how institutions (like prisons, hospitals, and schools) 
control individuals through surveillance and disciplinary mechanisms. In the context of 
surveillance, institutions like schools, prisons, or even the media shape what is 
considered acceptable behavior, defining what is "normal" or "deviant". 

-​ Jacques Derrida: Derrida introduced the concept of deconstruction, challenging the idea 
that texts have one fixed meaning. He argued that language is inherently unstable and 
meanings are always shifting, undermining the search for absolute truths 

-​ New Concepts→  
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1.​ FORDISM: Devised by Henry ford. It referred to the concept of mass production of 
standardized goods. Later on, change in consumerism became its limitation.  

2.​ TAYLORISM: Concept by Frederick Taylor, an American management consultant. 
It was scientific management of production means. It was an academic concept whom 
Ford gave practical use. It met the same faith as Fordism.  

3.​ POST FORDISM: Development of computers and specific demands of consumers 
led to these changes. Flexible demands and supply production chains are the 
characteristics. This era gave rise to the Late Modernity period. 

For example, in post-modern society: 

-​ Media and Hyperreality (Baudrillard): Reality is replaced by simulations. For 
instance, social media influencers project idealized lifestyles, creating a "reality" that 
may not exist. 

-​ Fluid Identities: Traditional roles, like rigid gender or class identities, are replaced by 
fluid, self-chosen identities. People now define themselves through personal preferences, 
like fashion or lifestyle, rather than fixed societal roles. 

-​ Consumer Culture: People focus on consumption for self-expression, like buying 
luxury brands, iphones to signal status rather than for practical use. 

 
 

 
4 (b) Discuss the changing equations of discipline of sociology with other 
social sciences.  
 
 

DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ Here Changing equations ( = or <, >  , Plus, Minus ) can be understood → similar to 
natural science → how subject matter, focus area of sociology  and other social 
sciences overlap, similarities, difference—> with time they took their different path.  
(Dynamic relationship)  

2.​ Since the Answer must be within 300 words, it is essential to include only the most 
significant points. 

3.​ Directive word is DISCUSS  → It demands a discussion on the overlaps, differences, 
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and interdisciplinary connections between sociology and fields like psychology, 
economics, anthropology, and political science. 

 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Sociology emerged in the 19th century alongside other social sciences like economics, 
psychology, and political science. Initially, they shared common concerns like society, human 
behavior, and social change, but developed distinct approaches over time. 
 
 
Main Body 
 
Changing equations with time (w.r.t. other social science )  
 
Sociology evolved as a distinct discipline by focusing on the study of society in its entirety, 
unlike other social sciences that concentrate on specific aspects. Rooted in the Enlightenment, it 
emerged to understand the rapid social changes of industrialization and modernization.  
 
While economics focuses on wealth, psychology on the individual mind, and political science 
on power, sociology explores social structures, cultural norms, and collective behaviors. Its 
methodologies blend quantitative and qualitative approaches, enabling a holistic analysis of 
social phenomena. By emphasizing patterns of interaction, institutions, and systemic inequalities, 
sociology carved its unique path, bridging macro-level theories and micro-level observations. 
 
Sociology & Other social sciences exhibit areas of overlap yet maintain distinct focal points, 
complementing each other. (As Discussed in table) 
 

Sociology and Political science 

-​ Sociology is the science of society where as the political science is mainly concerned 
with the state and government which (State Govt) are also parts of Society 

-​ Political Sociology is a branch of sociology, which deals with the principles of 
organization and government of human society 

-​ Sociology → Social life of human, Political science studies → Political life (Part of 
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Social life) 

-​ Morris Ginsberg ”Historically, Sociology has its main roots in politics and philosophy 
of history” 

Sociology and History 
-​ Sociology depends upon History in order to study past events and situations. Say for 

example, if Sociology would like to study about family, marriage, religion, etc 

-​ Interconnectedness of Past and Present→ Both fields recognize the influence of 
historical events on current societal structures. Historical sociology studies how 
historical processes shape present-day social issues and structure 

Sociology and Economy 
 

-​ Economics studies the aspects of production, distribution and exchange, and 
consumption in society. Economics is primarily a science of wealth and choice and it 
deals with economic activities of man. Sociologists study economic institutions as one 
of the several institutions of human society. It examines the functioning of the 
economic institution in relationship with other institutions (Organic relationship) 

-​ Sociology takes help from Economics→  Economics greatly contributes to the field 
of sociological knowledge and research. The well-known social scientist Karl Marx 
said that economic relations constitute the foundation of society. Classical sociologists 
like Max Weber, Vilfredo Pareto etc have done extensive and rigorous research on 
economy and society which was later greatly beneficial for economics. 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
Sociology, as the "mother of all social sciences," provides a holistic framework for 
understanding society. It draws insights from related disciplines while enriching them through its 
broad perspective, fostering mutual growth and interdisciplinary advancement. 
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5 (a ) Write a short note: Ideology and the emergence of sociology. 
 

DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ The key demand of the question is to analyze the role of ideology in shaping the 
emergence of sociology. (As HEGEL says → IDEA → opposite Idea → New Idea 
(Synthesis) 

2.​ It requires explaining how specific ideological shifts, such as those during the 
Enlightenment and Industrial Revolution, influenced sociology’s development as a 
discipline. (Since it's a 10 marker question → you need to be very selective ) 

3.​ Focus on discussing the transformation of societal beliefs, the questioning of 
traditional authority, and the rise of rational thought that created the intellectual 
foundation for sociology. 

 
 
Introduction 
 

The emergence of sociology as a distinct discipline was deeply influenced by ideological shifts, 
particularly during the Enlightenment and Industrial Revolution. These periods witnessed a 
departure from traditional, theological explanations of society (Religious books have all the 
answers) , emphasizing reason, scientific inquiry, and empirical observation. 

Main Body 

The Enlightenment (17th-18th centuries) introduced ideas of individual rights, liberty, and 
rationality, challenging feudal and religious authority. Thinkers like Montesquieu, Rousseau, 
and Voltaire questioned the existing social order, laying the groundwork for systematic studies 
of society. This ideological shift fostered a climate for exploring human behavior and social 
institutions through reason rather than divine explanations. 

During the Industrial Revolution (18th-19th centuries) further transformed societies, leading to 
urbanization, class stratification, and social disintegration. Ideologies such as capitalism, 
socialism, and liberalism emerged, attempting to address these rapid changes.  
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Sociology arose as an intellectual response to understand and address these challenges. Founders 
like Comte, Marx, and Weber shaped the discipline by critically analyzing industrial 
capitalism, social conflict, and bureaucracy. 

 

Conclusion 

Thus, sociology emerged from ideological transitions that emphasized rationality, progress, and 
empirical study. These ideologies not only shaped the discipline’s foundation but also provided 
tools to analyze evolving social realities systematically, addressing issues such as inequality, 
power, and modernization. 

 
Addition info: As provided above 
 

 
 
 
5 (b) Write a short note: Intellectual sources for the rise of sociology. 
 

DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ Variable A (Intellectual sources) → led to the development of sociology (Variable B) 

2.​ The question demands identifying key intellectual sources that contributed to the 
emergence of sociology, such as Enlightenment thought, scientific advancements, 
industrialization, and philosophical traditions 

3.​ We need to explain how these shaped sociology's focus on understanding society 
systematically and scientifically. 

Note: All the intellectual sources  are discussed in detail above. You need to be very concise to 
cover important points in 150 words 

 
 
Introduction (Contextual) 

The development of sociology as a distinct discipline was influenced by various intellectual 
sources. The Enlightenment played a crucial role by emphasizing reason, empirical evidence, 
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and individual rights, challenging traditional authority and dogma. Thinkers like Voltaire and 
Rousseau questioned societal norms, paving the way for studying society critically. 

Main Body 

 

The Scientific Revolution introduced a systematic approach to understanding phenomena. 
Thinkers such as Newton inspired the application of scientific methods to social studies, 
emphasizing observation, hypothesis, and evidence. Similarly, the Industrial Revolution brought 
profound social and economic changes, such as urbanization, class conflict, and changes in 
family structures, necessitating a scientific understanding of these transformations. 

Philosophical traditions also contributed significantly. Auguste Comte, influenced by 
positivism, argued for a science of society based on empirical observation. Karl Marx drew from 
German philosophy, French socialism to understand societal dynamics and class struggles. 
Similarly, Émile Durkheim’s work on social facts reflected inspiration from biological and 
organic analogies. 

Additionally, political revolutions like the French and American Revolutions highlighted the 
importance of liberty, equality, and democracy, fostering interest in social change and collective 
behavior.  

Conclusion 

These intellectual sources collectively shaped sociology, enabling it to analyze complex societal 
structures scientifically and systematically. 

 
 
 
5 ( c)  Sociology emerged in Europe and flourished to begin with on social 
reformist orientation in the USA. Explain.  
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DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ Break the question into two sub-part→ First, Emergence of Sociology in Europe and 
Second, Reformist agenda in the USA. 

2.​ In First part → Talk about the problems in Europe at that time to which sociology 
sought answers.  

3.​ In second part → mention how sociology spread in America and how it had a social 
reformist orientation 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Sociology originated in Europe, shaped by intellectual movements like the Enlightenment and 
Industrial Revolution. It later flourished in the USA with a focus on social reform and 
addressing pressing societal issues. 
 
 
 
Main Body 
 
Emergence in Europe 
 
Sociology emerged in Europe during the 18th and 19th centuries, shaped by intellectual and 
social transformations like the Enlightenment, Industrial Revolution, and political upheavals. 

-​ Thinkers such as Auguste Comte emphasized positivism and scientific study, while Karl 
Marx focused on class conflict, Émile Durkheim analyzed social facts, and Max Weber 
explored individual actions within broader social structures.  

These European contributions were largely theoretical, focusing on understanding societal 
dynamics and systemic changes 

 
 
Flourishing in USA (as Social reformist orientation) 
 
In contrast, sociology in the USA adopted a reformist orientation, reflecting the country’s 
socio-political context. By the late 19th century, issues like urbanization, immigration, racial 
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inequality, and industrial disputes required immediate attention. Early American sociologists, 
such as those in the Chicago School, prioritized practical research and social reform.  

-​ Figures like Jane Addams worked on poverty alleviation through the Settlement House 
Movement, while W.E.B. Du Bois studied racial discrimination, advocating for 
equality. 

 
Conclusion 
 
Sociology's evolution reflects its adaptability—emerging from European intellectual foundations 
to a reform-driven discipline in the USA, demonstrating its capacity to address both theoretical 
and practical societal challenges 
 

 
 
 
 
5 (e)    Is sociology common sense? Give reasons in support of your 
argument 
 
 

DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ Key Concept: Common Sense 

2.​ The question asks whether sociology is equivalent to common sense, requiring an 
analysis of how sociological knowledge differs from everyday understanding 

3.​ Students are required to give reasons to argue why sociology is or isn't common sense, 
using clear and reasoned points. 

 
 
 
Introduction (Contextual if Possible) 
 
No. Sociology goes beyond common sense by systematically analyzing social phenomena. It 
uses scientific methods to explore societal structures, behaviors, and relationships, offering 
deeper, evidence-based insights that challenge everyday assumptions and beliefs. 
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Main Body 
 
Sociology is related to Common-sense but goes beyond it-  

Sociology is not merely common sense. While common sense refers to everyday, informal 
knowledge based on personal experiences and shared societal beliefs, sociology is a systematic, 
scientific study of society. The key differences are: 

-​ Scientific Method: Sociology relies on empirical research, data collection, and systematic 
analysis to understand social phenomena. For instance, Émile Durkheim used statistical 
methods to study social facts, while common sense is often based on untested assumptions 
and subjective experiences. 

-​ Challenging Assumptions: Sociology critically examines social norms and beliefs, 
questioning widely held assumptions. Common sense tends to reinforce existing beliefs 
without questioning their validity. For example, common sense may suggest that poverty 
results from individual laziness or poor decision-making. However, thinkers like Karl Marx 
argued that poverty is a product of structural inequalities in capitalism, where the wealthy 
exploit the working class. 

-​ Generalization vs. Context: Sociology aims to uncover general social patterns across 
different contexts, as seen in Max Weber’s study of social action, while common sense 
relies on personal experience, which can be limited and biased. Sociological conclusions are 
drawn from broader, representative data, ensuring more objective and reliable insights 
(And Statistical methods adopted by Durkheim) 

-​ Theory and Framework: Sociology uses theories to explain complex social phenomena. For 
example, Durkheim’s theory of suicide explored societal causes of individual actions. In 
contrast, common sense lacks a conceptual framework and often provides simplistic 
explanations. 

 

Conclusion  

Sociology is enriched by common sense, as everyday experiences provide valuable starting 
points for inquiry. However, sociology refines and challenges these notions, grounding them in 
scientific methods and critical analysis for deeper understanding. 
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Additional info: Given above 
 

 
 
 
 
6 (a) What can Sociology show us about our actions? Discuss the practical 
significance of Sociology.  
 

DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ The question has two Parts. 

-​ Part -I → requires an explanation of how sociology helps us understand individual and 
collective Action/behavior in society 

-​ Part II → The scope is broad. You need to be concise in writing →  It involves 
discussing how sociological insights are used in addressing social problems, how it is 
contributing to social change etc 

 
 
 
Introduction (Contextual) 
 
Sociology examines the interplay between individual agency and social structure, exploring 
how institutions, cultural norms, and collective behaviors shape human actions. Through 
systematic analysis, it reveals the underlying social forces influencing both personal and societal 
dynamics. 

 

Main Body 

What Sociology can show us about our actions 

Sociology provides valuable insights into understanding human actions by revealing how they 
are influenced by social forces, cultural norms, and social structures (as also suggested by CW 
mills that Personal is public) 
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-​ Role of Social Forces and Structures: Sociologists like Émile Durkheim demonstrated 
that actions, such as suicide, are influenced by social integration and regulation, not just 
individual choice. Durkheim’s work shows that society plays a significant role in shaping 
individual behavior (Organic Solidarity) 

-​ Action is Social-context specific → Max Weber emphasized that human actions are 
often guided by the social context in which individuals live. His study of the Protestant 
work ethic revealed how religious values influence economic behavior. 

-​ Role of culture → Pierre Bourdieu introduced the concept of "habitus," showing how 
cultural values and experiences shape our behavior and decision-making. 

-​ Role of Social institute → Michel Foucault analyzed how institutions like prisons and 
schools shape behavior by exercising control and surveillance over individuals. 

Practical Significance of Sociology 

-​ Understanding inequality in society: Karl Marx focused on how capitalism creates 
class disparities, leading to economic inequality (recent Oxfam report is an example of 
this) 

-​ Guiding public policy: W.E.B. Du Bois's work on racial inequality shaped civil rights 
policies and anti-discrimination laws (Dr Ambekar’s work & Affirmative action ) 

-​ Education and Social Mobility: Pierre Bourdieu highlighted how education reinforces 
class divisions, leading to calls for educational reform 

-​ Addressing crime and deviance: Émile Durkheim's study of social cohesion guides 
criminal justice policies aimed at reducing social disorder ( Becker’s labeling theory, 
Merton’s Deviance theory give valuable insights) 

-​ Workplace and Labor Rights: Max Weber’s insights on bureaucracy and authority 
structure influence organizational policies and labor rights. 

 

Conclusion 

Sociology, as envisioned by Auguste Comte, aspires to solve societal problems by 
understanding social dynamics and structures. It equips us with tools to address issues like 
inequality, injustice, and conflict, fostering a more harmonious and equitable society. 
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6 (b) Sociology without History is rootless and History without Sociology is 
fruitless.” Elaborate.  

 

 

Introduction 

E. H. Carr, argued that the “more sociological history becomes, and the more historical 
sociology becomes, the better for both”. This Quote aptly conveys the idea of the above 
statement.  

 

MAIN BODY 

 

PART- I:  Sociology takes help from History (Roots)  

Development of social institutions → Herbert Spencer, a prominent sociologist, believed that 
societies evolve from simple to complex forms. He argued that social institutions, like education 
or family structures, develop through historical process 

51 

DEMAND OF THE QUESTION 
 

1.​ Key concept/topic : Sociology & its relationship with HISTORY 

2.​ In this statement → "fruitless and rootless" symbolizes interdependence.  

-​ Rootless implies sociology lacks a solid foundation without historical context. 

-​ Fruitless suggests history fails to yield meaningful insights without sociological 
analysis of the social dynamics behind events. 

3.​ So, the question demands explaining the interdependence of sociology and history, 
highlighting how history provides foundational context for sociology, and sociology 
adds analytical depth to history, using examples to show their complementary roles 

-​ For example - Auguste Comte’s conception of sociology includes history in his 
analyses of growth of sociology and society 



LU
TUS IA

S

 

Understanding social evolution: Sociology examines how societies evolve over time, which is 
impossible without historical data.  

-​ For example, Comte’s Law of three stages. Émile Durkheim emphasized the importance 
of studying historical changes in religion, family, and division of labor to understand 
societal cohesion. (Mechanical solidarity to organic solidarity) 

Historical context of social phenomena: Historical events shape modern social structures. Karl 
Marx’s analysis of capitalism is deeply rooted in understanding historical processes like 
feudalism and industrial revolutions. Without this, sociological theories would lack depth. 

-​ The caste system in India can only be fully understood through its historical roots, as 
highlighted by B.R. Ambedkar, who used historical insights to frame sociological 
policies combating caste inequalities. 

Analyzing historical crises: Historical events like wars, revolutions, and pandemics reveal 
patterns of societal adaptation.  

-​ For example, Talcott Parsons used historical studies to explain how societies achieve 
equilibrium after crises. 

 

PART-II ( History without Sociology is fruitless ) 

Essentially, history without sociology fails to offer a broader understanding of why events 
happen or how they impact society over time. History provides the timeline of events, but 
sociology adds context by explaining the social structures, relationships, and human behaviors 
that drive those events. 

-​ History without sociology lacks an understanding of the social dynamics, structures, and 
class relations that drive historical events. Thinkers like Marx, Durkheim, and Comte 
emphasized how social forces, not just political actions, shape outcomes, making history 
truly meaningful and insightful. 

-​ Auguste Comte, the father of sociology, argued that history unfolds according to social 
laws, and understanding these laws through sociology enriches our comprehension of 
past events. 

-​ Sociology not only helps explain the why behind historical events but also the long-term 
consequences they have on society. Thus, history without sociology remains incomplete, 
lacking the social context that makes historical events relevant and meaningful. 
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Conclusion 

Sociology and history are interdependent; sociology enriches history by explaining social forces, 
while history grounds sociology in real-world contexts, making both disciplines essential for a 
comprehensive understanding of society’s development.  

 

 

Additional info: 

In the words of C. Wright Mills (1959), who gave the concept of social imagination, said that 
the tool of social imagination involves seeing the world in terms of biography and history. In his 
schemes of things, personal biographies, which sociology studies, are linked with social and 
historical context. Such linkages discreetly situated in the womb of historical phenomenon need 
to be explored. In fact, Mills emphasized three aspects of the human world; structure, biography 
and history. He developed his patterns of analysis at the intersection of above mentioned three 
dimensions of the human world. He focuses on social structure in terms of formation and shaping 
of the social world as a systemic reality. He further linked up human behavior as shaped by 
particular patterns of social relationships 

Auguste Comte’s conception of sociology includes history in his analyses of growth of 
sociology and society. He dwells into causes and reasons of developments of humanity through 
various historical stages. Furthermore, as Tilly (2001) notes, Karl Marx’s Capital, Max Weber’s 
Economy and Society or Ferdinand Tonnies’ Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft have elaborately 
used historical dimension to enrich their sociological analysis. Such analysis demonstrates that 
sociology takes help of history (for instance Weber’s elaboration of ideal type is an example of 
how sociologists have drawn to develop their sociological interpretations) to locate an issue and 
examine its significance.  

Furthermore, history has many things to offer to sociology. For instance, historical sources that 
are available provide a large body of data to sociologists for analysis on society, its growth and 
dynamics. For instance, social upheavals in Europe during the late 1700s and 1800s motivated 
scholars to study society and understand the patterns of social developments. To this effect, there 
are ample examples which demonstrate linkages of sociology with history. For instance, many 
sociologists like Comte, Spencer, Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Simmel, Pareto, Parsons and even the 
contemporary sociologists such as Habermas, Manheim, Wallenstein, Castells, etc. used 
historical dimension in their sociological analysis. They placed ample emphasis on the origin 
of modernity, models of development and problems of urban communities. Sociology in its 
earlier period and in the beginning of the 20th century was interested in both present and past. It 
essentially got historical phenomena as its integral part to define concepts and situate the same 
into the context.  
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Sociological theories have been a product of the intellectual, social, cultural and political 
climate within which they were developed. For instance, enlightenment was a period of 
remarkable intellectual development. Some of the important ideas and social thoughts emerged 
in this period. These ideas and thoughts newly developed replaced the old ones. The period gave 
birth to the society which can be understood by means of reason, rationality, scientific methods 
or empirical research. 

Various sociologists such as Habermas (Communicate action and public sphere), Foucault 
(modernity and prison system), Anthony Giddens (Modernity) and others have worked and used 
historical perspective to elaborate their sociological analysis. 
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